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The opening of the hospital is a step in the right
direction, affirmed Redha, who noted the Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Hospital is an integral part of the ministry’s
plans to take medical care to the next level in Kuwait.
After the conclusion of speeches, a documentary
depicting the different stages of construction was

screened for the attendees. HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad received mementos during the ceremony. 

The first phase of the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Hospital will be operational by the beginning of next
week, a top hospital official said yesterday. On the side-
lines of the hospital’s opening, Executive Director of
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital and head of Mubarak
Al-Kabeer’s health district Dr Saud Al-Daraa told
KUNA that outpatient clinics and basic medical servic-
es such as radiology, laboratories, and nuclear medicine
will be available to the masses next week. He revealed
that the hospital will be a valuable addition to the
health service sector in Kuwait. —  KUNA 
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labor law in the private sector, but did not explain
the nature of the errors. MPs however have repeatedly
called for amending certain provisions to encourage
Kuwaitis to seek jobs in the private sector. The speaker
also said that the Assembly will discuss in its next ses-
sion the early retirement law and called for reaching a
compromise on the controversial bill to serve the inter-
ests of pensioners and those of the social security insti-
tution at the same time. He said some amendments were
needed to the existing law - which was rejected by the
government - to achieve those targets, adding that the
law will be debated in the next session on Dec 11.

Meanwhile, acting speaker MP Awdah Al-Awdah

prematurely adjourned the session for a lack of quorum
needed to vote on requests by the public prosecution
to lift the immunity of three MPs. MP Al-Humaidi Al-
Subaei criticized the decision by the acting speaker,
saying that he should have continued with issues that
needed no quorum.

MPs Riyadh Al-Adasani and Abdulkarim Al-Kandari
criticized whom they called pro-government MPs who
did not attend the session, leading to its cancellation,
adding that those same lawmakers who disrupted the
session have been claiming that grillings prevent the
Assembly from functioning. Kandari charged that the
government mobilized these lawmakers in order to pro-
tect the prime minister and ministers during grillings
and they are the ones who abstain from normal ses-
sions, thus obstructing its work.

Also, MP Mohammad Al-Hadiya warned he would
grill Information Minister Mohammad Al-Jabri over
changing the name of a historical area named after
Hadiya’s Al-Awazem tribe and also over violations in
the agricultural authority.
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local Indian community. In view of the above, the
competent authority has decided to keep this advisory
regarding registration of non-ECR passport holders in
abeyance until further orders,” it said. The statement
added if any emigrant wants to register voluntarily as

earlier, they can do so.
Many Indians in Kuwait expressed happiness over

the decision to postpone the rule, saying that they feel
relieved. Some reiterated that the Indian government
should allow them to register from their country of
residence. The Indian foreign ministry had said that the
objective of this registration was to obtain the data of
Indian emigrants so that they could be reached without
delay in case of any eventuality. “We are not against
the online registration. It must be a hassle-free and
easy process so that the vast majority of Indians
abroad can register,” said Ranvir Chaudhary, an Indian
expat in Kuwait.  
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for each year for the first five years, then one month
for every following year, provided that the total is not

more than the salary of 18 months for workers who are
paid monthly.

The study showed that domestic helpers work for
more than 10 hours according to statements of 38.15
percent of employers, while 39.88 percent said they do
not pay their domestic helpers for extra work hours,
28.90 percent of employers do not allow helpers to
take a weekly day off and 45.66 percent of employers
do not allow their workers to leave the house during
their days off. — Al-Rai
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The artifact was handed in to authorities in early
2018. “The mask is very naturalistic in the way it was
made,” said IAA archaeologist Ronit Lupu. “You can
see the cheekbones, you can see a perfect nose. It’s a
rare mask,” she told AFP. “The last one that we know
was found 35 years ago. It’s an amazing find, archaeo-
logically speaking.”

The West Bank is a Palestinian territory occupied by

Israel in the 1967 Six-Day War. Disputes over owner-
ship of artifacts discovered there are just part of the
long-running conflict with the Palestinians over the
land. The IAA placed the mask at a pivotal period in
Neolithic culture. “Stone masks are linked to the agri-
cultural revolution,” the authority said in a statement.
“The transition from an economy based on hunting and
gathering to ancient agriculture and domestication of
plants and animals was accompanied by a change in
social structure and a sharp increase in ritual-religious
activities.”

Among such activities, it said, was ancestor worship.
“It was part of the ritual and retention of family her-
itage that was accepted at the time,” the statement said.
“Stone masks, such as the one from Pnei Hever, are
similar in size to the human face, which is why scholars
tend to connect them with such worship.” — AFP 

Egypt unearths 
eight mummies...

NEMA, Mauritania: The sleepy Mauritanian village of
Ouad Initi is about to get a makeover: A bigger school,
a health center, and more running water. All part of
internationally-backed efforts to win over hearts and
minds and stop the spread of extremism. A lean, wrin-
kled man in sky-blue robes, the village chief, with sev-
eral curious children at his heels, emerges to greet a
posse of visitors - European Union workers out on a
reconnaissance mission.

Remote villages like Ouad Initi, near the border with
Mali, have long been neglected by authorities, making
them easier prey for militants and other armed groups
that have proliferated in Africa’s Sahel region. Now
they are at the heart of a push to win over grassroots
support in Mauritania with authorities ramping up both
security operations and infrastructure development to
stop the spread of extremism. “What is boosting confi-
dence and stopping Al-Qaeda recruiting is continuity in
governance,” a senior Mauritanian official told AFP. 

The European Union has earmarked 13 million euros
($14.7 million) of aid to boost Mauritania’s development
and security at the same time. “This type of joint civil-
ian-military action is pioneering for the EU,” said
Francois-Xavier Pons, the project’s head of mission.
“We know very well that development allows for
progress on the security front, encouraging people’s
loyalty to the state.”

The vulnerability of remote villages is also a major
concern for the five nations of Africa’s fledgling G5
Sahel anti-jihadist force, which groups Mauritania with
four others along the Sahara’s southern rim: Mali,
Burkina Faso, Niger and Chad. The five, which have
been battling militants from Boko Haram and the Islamic
State group, will seek funding for 40 projects in border
areas at a conference in Mauritania’s capital
Nouakchott on Dec 6.

Villagers in Ouad Initi, where cows and camels graze

among rudimentary houses dotting a rocky landscape,
have already provided valuable intelligence in the fight
against extremism. In 2010 they warned officials that
suspected militants had been passing through the area
on their way to Nema, capital of the southeastern
region. This led authorities to a plot to attack a bar-
racks in Nema, which yesterday was to host celebra-
tions for Mauritania’s national day.

Infrastructure workers on the ground say strength-
ening the farming economy is key to preventing a rural
exodus which would make such territory an easier tar-
get for militants. “There is a clear link between the diffi-
culties affecting farming and the development of illegal
activities such as jihadism locally,” said Abder
Benderdouche, who works on agricultural projects.
Agriculture is the regional economy’s lifeblood, he
stressed, and encouraging it will help make remote
areas more secure. “Areas in the Sahara and Sahel hold
the region’s meat reserves. That’s worth its weight in
gold,” Benderdouche said.

Heavily-hit by militant attacks and the kidnapping
of foreigners during the 2000s, Mauritania has been
waging major efforts to improve security in recent
years. It has sought to strengthen its army while
boosting aid to remote areas where the state’s grip
had grown shaky, especially on the border with Mali.
Last week, President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz said
efforts to engage with “young people who were lost”
had stopped “waves of Mauritanians” leaving to join
militant groups.

The military’s Nomad Group (GN), which includes
camel-back units, is a prime example of the two-
pronged approach fusing security operations with
infrastructure development. The GN has been growing
in clout with support from the EU, which is set to buy
250 more camels for the force. “Where the state
doesn’t have any infrastructure in remote and isolated

areas, we’re coming to help in terms of sanitation and
education,” said GN commander, Colonel
Abderrahamane El Khalil. “My men can help to dig a
well, but they’re also there to collect information,
thanks to their proximity to the population.” 

On camelback, GN members can travel up to 70 km
a day, roaming villages for up to four weeks at a time.
The construction of a G5 outpost 25 km from the

Malian border, meanwhile, will also be accompanied by
measures to boost the economy and win locals’ trust. In
Nbeikit Lehouache, two hours into the desert from
Nema by road and dirt track, cash from the project will
allow for a mobile hospital that will treat locals as well
as G5 troops. “Here, a box of paracetamol is welcomed
with joy. Imagine a hospital capable of performing
operations,” said Pons. — AFP  

Mauritania camelback mission 
seeks to win hearts and minds

Mauritanian soldiers stand guard in a vehicle at a G5 Sahel task force command post on Nov 22, 2018 in the
southeast of Mauritania near the border with Mali. — AFP 

MANILA: Rights groups raised fears yesterday after
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte announced
plans to create a “death squad” targeting suspected
communist rebels, saying it would worsen the
“calamity” triggered by his deadly drug war. The
Philippines’ 50-year fight against communist mili-
tants, one of Asia’s oldest insurgencies, long pre-
dates his anti-narcotics crackdown that has killed
thousands and drawn international censure. Duterte,
like previous governments, initially held peace talks
with the communists but shelved negotiations last
year over deadly attacks against soldiers and police.

In a speech Tuesday night, he took aim at the
communist rebels’ hit squads known as “sparrow
units”. “What I lack is my own sparrow. That is where
they (communists) have an edge... So I will create my
own sparrow, Duterte Death Squad against the spar-
row,” the president said. “I will match their talent also
for assassinating people,” he added. Philippine
Defence Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said yesterday
his team would study the plan “very closely. Who will
compose it, who will supervise it, who will be the tar-
gets,” adding there was “great danger of abuse”. 

Since negotiations with the rebels broke down,
Duterte also formally designated the Communist
Party of the Philippines and its 3,800-member armed
wing the New People’s Army (NPA) as terrorist
organizations. The low-level, simmering insurgency
has claimed 30,000 lives by the government’s count.
The founder of the Communist Party, Jose Maria
Sison, said yesterday that “sparrow units” only exist-

ed in the 1970s and 1980s at the height of the insur-
gency. “He is inventing so many sparrow units to jus-
tify his own death squads which are illegal,” Sison
told ABS-CBN television. 

The president’s announcement drew immediate
concerns from campaigners, who said the death
squad would worsen the already lethal environment
encouraged by the drug war. Police say they have
killed nearly 5,000 alleged users and pushers, while
rights groups say the toll is at least triple that and
could amount to crimes against humanity. 

“His (Duterte’s) statement is a declaration of open
season against rebels, leftists, civilians, and critics of
the government,” Human Rights Watch said in a
statement. “This new policy will only worsen the
ongoing drug war-fueled human rights calamity in
the Philippines.” Amnesty International also
expressed alarm, citing the practice of labelling gov-
ernment critics as communist rebels or sympathizers.
“What is scary is that anyone can be a target,” the
group’s human rights officer Wilnor Papa said. 

Duterte’s bellicose statements have alarmed
rights groups, which say police are interpreting
them as green lights to kill suspected criminals.
Duterte has been dogged by accusations that he
ran a death squad when he was mayor of Davao
City and oversaw a fierce crackdown on crime. He
denies the allegations.

Leftist group Bayan said in a statement Duterte was
“inciting a killing spree against government critics,
human rights defenders and just about everyone else
tagged by the government as ‘Red’”. Senator Antonio
Trillanes said Duterte was insecure about his hold on
power. “He wants to strike fear again into the hearts
and minds of the Filipinos by forewarning that there
would be another round of killings,” Trillanes said. “Fear
is his only way to keep people in check.” — Agencies 

Alarm over Duterte 
‘death squad’ plan 

SYDNEY: A billionaire Australian philanthropist
vowed yesterday to spend at least AU$100 million
(US$72 million) of her fortune to create a journalism
institute committed to “the pursuit of truth”. Judith
Neilson said the Sydney-based institute would “cele-
brate and encourage quality journalism in Australia and
the world” at a time of “massive change” and challenges
for the news media. “Journalism doesn’t just need crit-
ics, it needs champions - people and institutions with
the resources to help educate, encourage and connect
journalists and their audience in pursuit of excellence,”
she said.

The Zimbabwe-born Neilson, a prominent patron of
the arts in Sydney, said the Judith Neilson Institute for
Journalism and Ideas would run educational programs
and events and provide grants for the development of
independent, non-partisan reporting. Neilson said one
of the first priorities of the organization once it is for-

mally launched in 2019 would be to support more
“informed, intelligent” reporting on Asia. “Through tar-
geted funding and education we can strengthen
Australian journalism and help restore faith in its cen-
tral role in a healthy democracy,” she said in a state-
ment. “As an avid consumer of news, I recognize the
need to support evidence-based journalism and the
pursuit of truth in an increasingly complicated and
confusing world.”

News organizations in Australia have struggled in
recent years with falling revenue and shrinking staff,
as giants like Google and Facebook dominate the digi-
tal economy. Neilson’s announcement came the day
after an Australian court gave final approval to the
biggest media merger in the country’s history,
prompting new concerns for the future on independ-
ent journalism. The takeover of Fairfax Media,
Australia’s oldest newspaper group, by television
broadcaster Nine Entertainment, is widely expected
to lead to further cutbacks in newsrooms.

The merger left only four major media companies in
Australia, dominated by Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp.
Neilson’s fortune is estimated at around US$1.1 billion
by Forbes, built through property investments and her
holdings in international equities firm Platinum Asset
Management. —  AFP  
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BUENOS AIRES: Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman arrived in Buenos Aires yesterday to join
a Group of 20 summit, media reported, as he aims
to shrug off the lingering stigma of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi’s murder. The prince was received at the
airport by Argentina’s foreign minister Jorge Faurie,
according to Argentine press. The Saudi foreign
ministry tweeted video footage of the crown prince
getting off a plane in Buenos Aires.

“Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman arrives to
Argentina to head the delegation participating in
the G20 summit,” said a royal court statement car-
ried by the official Saudi Press Agency. Officials
said the prince could meet Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on the sidelines of the summit. That
would be the f i rs t  meet ing of  the two s ince
Khashoggi’s brutal killing at the Saudi Arabian con-
sulate in Istanbul on Oct 2. “There could be” a
meeting, Turkish presidential spokesman Ibrahim
Kalin said. 

Saudi Arabia has faced sharp international criti-
cism over the murder of Washington Post contribu-
tor Khashoggi. The journalist was killed and dis-
membered in what Saudi Arabia said was a “rogue”
operation. — AFP  
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