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The Museum of Black Civilizations (MCN) is presented to the press in Dakar ahead of its opening set for December 6,
2018. — AFP

Nabil Nemer, a Lebanese entomologist and ecologist, holds up a burned reddish-brown cedar
branch chewed-up by Cephalcia tannourinensis wood wasps, at the Cedars Reserve Forest of
Tannourine.

Nabil Nemer holds in his palm Cephalcia tannourinensis wood wasps, which attack and chew
on cedar spring buds leaving them burned reddish-brown.

An activist from Lebanese NGO Jouzour
Loubnan (“Roots of Lebanon”) holds in his
hand a young cedar to be planted on the
slopes of the Jaj Cedar Reserve Forest.

Stairs from Eiffel Tower 
sell for 169,000 euros

Asection of stairs from the Eiffel Tower in Paris
sold for almost 170,000 euros on Tuesday,
auctioneers announced, around three times the

pre-sale estimate. More than two dozen wrought-iron
steps from the original spiral structure, from between
the second and third floors of the Paris landmark, were
sold to a Middle East collector for 169,000 euros
($190,000) after a bidding-war in the French capital.

Auction house Artcurial originally estimated the
sale price to be between 40,000 and 60,000 euros.
The stairs, which stand 4.3 meters high (13 foot) and
were part of a private Canadian collection, date from

1889 when the legendary French engineer Gustave
Eiffel built the 324-metre edifice as the centerpiece of
the Paris Universal Exhibition. 

It soon became the most iconic feature on the Paris
skyline and is France’s most visited monument despite
suffering calls for its demolition in the years after the
exhibition. It is still the country’s third tallest structure,
and was the highest building in the world for 41 years
until the construction of the Chrysler Building in New
York in 1930. The stairs were removed from the tower
in 1983 to make way for a lift and cut into 24 sections,
ranging from two to nine meters high. Several were
bought by museums or ended up as historic installa-
tions in prestigious sites around the world. Artcurial
sold a separate section of the tower-just 14 steps-for
523,800 euros to an Asian buyer in 2016. — AFP

Senegal wants restitution 
of ‘all’ its artwork: Minister

Senegal’s culture minister called on Tuesday for the
restitution by France of all Senegalese artwork fol-
lowing a French report urging the return of African

art treasures. The recommendations in the report by
French and African experts, commissioned by President
Emmanuel Macron and released last week, could poten-
tially affect tens of thousands of works acquired during
French colonization of Sub-Saharan Africa. The culture
minister of former French colony Senegal said his country
was ready to work with France to find a solution, but they
are looking for complete restitution. “If you have 10,000
pieces (of art identified from Senegal), we want to have
the 10,000,” Abdou Latif Coulibaly told journalists.

Coulibaly made his comments on Senegalese art at a
presentation about Dakar’s new “cultural jewel,” the
Museum of Black Civilizations (MCN), which will be inau-
gurated on December 6. The museum “has everything you
want,” added its director Hamady Bocoum at the news
conference. It features vestiges of the first hominids who
appeared in Africa several million years ago to the latest
contemporary art in collections of paintings and sculpture.
The museum was built with a donation from China of some
20 billion CFA francs (30.5 million euros, $34.6 million),
Coulibaly told AFP.

The architecture was inspired by African round huts, in
particular those in the Casamance region of southern
Senegal, Bocoum said. The idea of a museum featuring the
civilizations of black Africa was originally proposed by
Senegal’s late poet-president Leopold Sedar Senghor dur-
ing a world festival of black artists in Dakar in 1966. — AFP

In this file photo a
man looks at sec-
tion of stairs from
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original structure
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house ahead of its
forthcoming sale

in Paris. — AFP

High up in Lebanon’s mountains, the lifeless grey trunks
of dead cedar trees stand stark in the deep green for-
est, witnesses of the climate change that has ravaged

them. Often dubbed “Cedars of God”, the tall evergreens
hark back millenia and are a source of great pride and a
national icon in the small Mediterranean country. The cedar
tree, with its majestic horizontal branches, graces the nation’s
flag and its bank notes.

But as temperatures rise, and rain and snowfall decrease,
Lebanon’s graceful cedars are increasingly under attack by a
tiny green grub that feed off the youngest trees. At 1,800
meters altitude, in the natural reserve of Tannourine in the
north of Lebanon, ashen tree skeletons jut out of the forest
near surviving cedars centuries old. “It’s as if a fire had
swept through the forest,” says Nabil Nemer, a Lebanese
specialist in forest insects.

In ancient times, huge cedar forests were felled for their
timber.  Egyptian pharaohs used the wood to make boats,
and King Solomon is said to have used cedar to build his
temple in Jerusalem. But today’s culprits lie underground,
just several centimeters below the tree trunk: bright green,
wriggling larvae no larger than a grain of rice. Since the late
1990s, infant cedar sawflies have been eating away at the
forest in Tannourine, as well as several other natural reserves
in northern Lebanon. “In 2017, 170 trees dried up completely
and became dead wood,” Nemer says.

Disturbed   
Like their food of choice, cedar sawflies have been

around for thousands of years. They mate in spring and lay
their eggs on the cedar tree trunks, where grubs hatch and
feast on cedar needles. In the past, the larvae would then
head back into the ground to hibernate for up to three or
four years, before emerging again as adult sawflies with
wings. But a warming earth has disrupted this cycle, espe-

cially in the Mediterranean where “climate change is more
intense”, according to Wolfgang Cramer, a scientist and
member of Mediterranean Experts on Environmental and
Climate Change (MedECC).

In a November report, MedECC said future warming in
the Mediterranean region was “expected to exceed global
rates by 25 percent”.  As the ground becomes less cold and
humid in winter, sawflies are now springing out of the earth
every year, and in larger numbers. Their preferred victims
are young cedar trees, aged 20 to 100 years old.
Temperatures in Tannourine have risen by two degrees
Celsius in the past 30 years and there is less snow than
before, Nemer says.

“With the drought, this larvae has been disturbed,” he
explains. In 1999, the authorities managed to keep the pest
in check by spraying insecticides from a helicopter. But for
the past four years, the cedar sawfly population has again
been swelling. With chemical pesticides now banned, park
authorities have resorted to a more natural, though less effi-
cient treatment: injecting a fungus into the ground to kill the
sleeping grubs.

The authorities have backed the initiative so far, but it’s a
mammoth task that needs more funding, man power and lab-
oratories, Nemer says. He says he hopes the state can
increase its support, including by creating a nationwide
authority to track “forest health”.

Race to replenish forests
Forests cover just over a tenth of Lebanon. They are

mostly made up of oaks, pines and juniper trees, but also a
minority of cedars. As scientists fight to prevent cedar
deaths, the government has embarked in a race against time
to replenish the country’s forests. Since 2012, it has helped
plant more than two million new trees of all kinds across the
country, agriculture ministry official Chadi Mohanna says.

The project is running a little late on a target of 40 million
planted trees by 2030, but he is optimistic it will help miti-
gate climate change. “In the next 20 to 30 years, we’ll start
to see a change, with more humidity, and several degrees
less during heat waves,” he says. And civil society is also
playing a role.  Since 2008, non-governmental organization
Jouzour Lubnan has put 300,000 new trees in the ground.
On a recent sunny Sunday, in the rocky natural reserve of Jaj,
dozens of scouts gathered to plant cedars, as Jouzour
teamed up with the army to mark independence day.

Beyond centuries-old trees hugging the mountainside,
boys and girls in blue shirts planted 300 saplings just a
dozen centimeters high. They protected them with bell-
shaped cages and rocks to keep grazing animals at bay.
“Cedars have survived millions of years. They can also take
on climate change and adapt,” said Jouzour co-founder
Magda Bou Dagher Kharrat. “We can’t lose hope, but we do
need to help them.” — AFP

In Lebanon, climate change devours ancient cedar trees
Warming expected to exceed global rates by 25% : MedECC

Young cedars yet to be planted by
Lebanese NGO Jouzour Loubnan (“Roots of
Lebanon”).

Nabil Nemer, a Lebanese entomologist and ecologist, digs in search for Cephalcia tan-
nourinensis wood wasps, which attack and chew on cedar spring buds leaving them
burned reddish-brown, at the Cedars Reserve Forest of Tannourine, in the Lebanon moun-
tains northeast of the capital Beirut on October 30, 2018. — AFP photos

An activist from Lebanese NGO Jouzour
Loubnan (“Roots of Lebanon”) digs to
plant a young cedar on the slopes of the
Jaj Cedar Reserve Forest in the Lebanon
mountains.

Activists from Lebanese
NGO Jouzour Loubnan
(“Roots of Lebanon”) gath-
er to plant young cedars.

Activists from Lebanese NGO Jouzour
Loubnan (“Roots of Lebanon”) gather to
plant young cedars.

A young cedar laid in a cage and sur-
rounded by stones for protection from
snow and animals, freshly planted during
an initiative by Lebanese NGO Jouzour
Loubnan (“Roots of Lebanon”) in partner-
ship with the Lebanese Army on the slopes
of the Jaj Cedar Reserve Forest.


