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BERLIN: German Finance Minister Olaf Scholz yesterday
proposed that France give up its permanent seat on the
UN Security Council and turn it into an EU seat, attracting
a stinging French rebuke. In a wide-ranging speech on the
future of Europe, Scholz said that giving the European
Union a spot on the Security Council would allow the bloc
to speak “with one voice” on the global stage. 

“We could perhaps imagine that in the medium term the
French seat becomes an EU seat,” said Scholz, who is also
Germany’s vice-chancellor. “I realize this will take some
convincing in Paris, but it would be a bold and smart goal.”
To lessen the pain of losing the powerful seat, France could
become the permanent EU ambassador to the United
Nations, he added. But the suggestion was immediately
shot down by the French ambassador to the United States,

Gerard Araud. “It’s legally impossible because it would run
counter to the Charter of the United Nations. Changing it
would be politically impossible,” Araud tweeted. France
has been one of the five permanent Security Council mem-
bers since the body was first established in 1945 in the
wake of World War II to prevent another large-scale con-
flict. The permanent members, including Britain, China,
Russia and the United States, are the most influential
countries in the 193-member United Nations because they
hold the right to veto UN resolutions.

Once Britain leaves the EU in March 2019, France will
be the bloc’s sole representative on the Council. There
have been repeated calls in the past to reform the UNSC,
with large emerging nations in particular clamoring for a
place at the table. In 2010, then-US president Barack

Obama voiced support for India’s efforts to become a per-
manent Council member. Brazil and Japan have expressed
similar ambitions, while African nations have called for two
permanent seats to better represent a continent they say
has been historically overlooked.

Europe at a crossroads 
French President Emmanuel Macron called on lawmak-

ers in the German parliament last month to help create a
“stronger, more sovereign Europe”. “Europe cannot play
its role if it becomes the plaything of great powers and
contents itself with a supporting role on the global stage,”
he said. Chancellor Angela Merkel welcomed Macron’s
speech, saying Europe was “at a crossroads” over its
future. In the past, she and Foreign Minister Heiko Maas

have both called for individual EU countries’ seats on the
UNSC to be “Europeanised”.

When Germany was selected to hold one of the 10 non-
permanent seats for two years from January 2019, Maas
promised Berlin would “interpret it in a European way.”
“We want to show that we take the common European
seat seriously. Because that remains our aim,” he added.
Scholz’s sally was the latest way Germany has sought to
dispel accusations it has failed to respond to Macron’s
ambitious hopes to reform the EU and the euro single cur-
rency. While German leaders appear open to deeper
cooperation in fields like defense, many have deep reser-
vations about Macron’s plans to equip the euro-zone with
a centrally-managed budget, fearing wealthy countries
could end up footing spendthrift neighbors’ bills. — AFP 

Germany urges France to 
turn UN seat into EU one

Comment attracts a stinging French rebuke

VIENNA: Black people in the EU continue to face
“widespread and entrenched prejudice” in many areas
of life, as well as racist harassment and attacks, accord-
ing to a report published yesterday. “Racism based on
the colour of a person’s skin remains a pervasive
scourge throughout the European Union,” Michael
O’Flaherty, director of the EU Agency for Fundamental
Rights (FRA), said in the foreword to the report.

Entitled “Being Black in the EU”, the report is
based on interviews carried out in 2015 and 2016
with more than 5,800 people in 12 EU countries
including France, Germany and the UK. Thirty per-
cent of respondents said they had experienced some
form of racist harassment at some point in the five
years before the survey. Five percent of those sur-
veyed had experienced a violent attack. Among
those, more than 10 percent said the perpetrator was
a law enforcement officer. In all cases of violent
attacks, more than 60 percent of respondents had
not reported the incident to officials, with many say-
ing they felt reporting would not change anything or
that they did not trust the police.

The report also draws on respondents’ experi-
ences of police stops. A quarter of all those surveyed
said they had been stopped by police in the previous
five years, with 41 percent among them characteriz-
ing the last stop as racial profiling. The agency calls
racial profiling “an unlawful practice that under-
mines... trust in law enforcement authorities”. Earlier
this month in the UK, police chiefs caused contro-
versy by suggesting the expansion of controversial
“stop and search” powers which have disproportion-
ately targeted black people.

The FRA report also details respondents’ experi-
ences of discrimination in the education, employment
and housing sectors, with over a quarter of respon-
dents saying they had faced unequal treatment in at
least one of those areas in the previous five years.
For example, 14 percent said they had been prevent-
ed from renting accommodation by a private land-
lord because of their racial or ethnic origin. The FRA
urged governments to combat discrimination and
racial profiling by police, and to ensure that victims
of abuse are able to seek redress. “A particularly
unsettling pattern is that younger individuals tend to
experience more discrimination and exclusion than
older individuals,” O’Flaherty said of the report’s
findings. — AFP

Black people 
face ‘widespread 
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China seeks allies
in Spain and
Portugal despite
reservations
MADRID: China, currently engaged in a
trade war with the United States, is seeking
to strengthen its ties with Spain and
Portugal as other European Union members
are trying to restrict Chinese investments.
China’s President Xi Jinping began a three
day visit to Spain on Tuesday on his way to
a meeting of Group of 20 leaders in
Argentina, and will stop in neighboring
Portugal on December 4-5 on his return
home. “It’s a political manoeuvre to maintain
ties at a complicated time for China,” Angel
Saz Carranza, the director of the Centre for
Global Economy and Geopolitics at Spain’s
ESADE Business School, told AFP.

The United States has imposed tariffs on
more than $250 billion in Chinese goods in
an attempt to pressure the country to
reverse alleged unfair trade practices and
US President Donald Trump this week
warned he might impose tariffs on its
remaining $267 billion in imports from the
Asian giant, including iPhones made in
China. European member states, meanwhile,
are poised to decide on a European frame-
work for assessing foreign investment want-

ed by EU heavyweights France and
Germany in order to screen acquisitions by
foreign companies, mainly Chinese, in
strategic sectors such as energy.

Paris, Berlin and to a lesser extent Rome
are concerned that foreign groups are seek-
ing to pilfer key technologies by buying
their companies and have long called for
European legislation to filter certain acquisi-
tions. Now is the time for Chinese leaders to
make public statements to try and assuage
the concerns of EU member states, said Saz
Carranza. Rajiv Biswas, Asia Pacific chief
economist for IHS Markit, added that “even
if the EU agrees some screening process, in
the end it’s still up to each individual country
to decide what they want.”

‘Weak underbelly’ 
By focusing on Spain and Portugal, China

is looking for the “weak underbelly for
Chinese investment in Europe and consoli-
date” the assets already acquired in the two
countries despite reservations of other
European Union member states, the presi-
dent of Paris-based think tank Asia Centre,
Jean-Francois Di Meglio said. “Chinese
investments in absolute figures are greater
in Britain and in Germany, but as a percent-
age of GDP, they are greater in Spain and
Portugal,” said Di Meglio.

Beijing has since 2016 felt “great doubts”
regarding the EU, which teamed up with the
United States to deny it market economy
status, said Di Meglio. Britain’s planned exit
from the bloc fuelled its doubts about the
bloc and China now favors bilateral ties with
European nations, he added. China for

example boosted its ports and terminals
business network last year with the pur-
chase by Chinese shipping group OSCO
Shipping Holdings of a 51 percent stake in
Spanish container terminal operator Noatum
Port, which operates container ports in
Valencia and Bilbao.

Portugal, one of western Europe’s poor-
est countries, was especially open to
Chinese investment after the 2008 global
financial crisis sent its economy into a tail-
spin. Chinese investment accounted for 3.6
percent of Portugal’s GDP between 2010
and 2016, the highest level in the EU after
Finland, according to ESADE figures. The

Chinese government owns a 28 percent
stake in Portuguese utility EDP, the country’s
largest firm, Via China Three Gorges and
China’s state-owned international invest-
ment company CNIC. 

Spanish exports to China increased last
year by 28 percent to reach 5.7 billion
euros ($6.4 billion) and Madrid hopes Xi’s
visit will open the Chinese market further
for Spanish products such as grapes and its
treasured “jamon” cured ham. But Madrid,
however, has said it will not sign on during
his visit to China’s ambitious “One Belt, One
Road” initiative that seeks to better link
Asia and Europe. — AFP

Dead man still 
walking: club 
made a ‘grave 
mistake’
DUBLIN: News of footballer Fernando Nuno La Fuente’s
death, as American author Mark Twain said of reports of
his own demise have been greatly exaggerated and
prompted an abject apology from his Irish club Ballybrack
FC. According to state broadcaster RTE, the club secre-
tary is no longer with them after the ruse was exposed: the
south Dublin outfit had reported they were not feeling up
to playing their Leinster League match with Arklow due to
Spanish player La Fuente’s death in a motorbike accident

early on Friday morning. “It has come to the attention of
both the club, senior players and the management team
that a gross error of judgment has occurred emanating
from correspondence sent from a member of the senior set
up management team to the Leinster Senior League,” read
the Ballybrack mea culpa on their Fecebook page. “This
grave and unacceptable mistake was completely out of
character and was made by a person who has been expe-
riencing severe personal difficulties unbeknownst to any
other members of the club.” The club did not say if the
“error of judgment” was a simple mistake or a ploy to have
the match cancelled.

“We don’t honestly know why they did it,” Leinster
League chairman David Moran told RTE. “It seems a bit
extreme to do something like that to get a game off. All
they had to say was they were giving a walkover and
they’ll get their fine and that’s the end of it.”  All of the
Leinster League matches last weekend were preceded by
a minute’s silence - Liffey Wanderers posting a photo-
graph of the tribute at their match on Twitter and express-

ing their “heartfelt sympathy” - and the League placed a
message of condolence in an Irish newspaper on Monday.
“We acted in good faith,” said Moran. “We had a minute
silence at the weekend for that young lad. It’s absolutely
ridiculous.” Moran said he began to suspect something
wasn’t right when he rang the club on Monday morning.
“The young lad didn’t die in a motorbike accident last
Thursday,” said Moran.

“He went back to Spain four or five weeks ago appar-
ently. “We wanted to show our sympathies and go to the
mass and maybe meet the family and see what we could do
to help in this horrible situation.  “And we were told he was
flown back to Spain on the Saturday. “Straight away, that
rang alarm bells for us. How would you die early on Friday
morning and be flown back to Spain on the Saturday?”
Ballybrack say La Fuente has taken the story in his stride.
“The club has contacted Fernando to confirm his where-
abouts, wellbeing and are thankful for his acceptance of
our apology on this matter,” they said on their Facebook
account. — AFP 

MADRID: Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez applauds with Chinese President
Xi Jinping as they arrive to sign agreements following a meeting at the Moncloa
Palace yesterday. — AFP


