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LONDON: Tottenham’s Harry Kane and Inter Milan’s
Mauro Icardi will stage a do-or-die duel as two of the
most prolific strikers in the Champions League go head
to head at Wembley today.

Both Kane and Icardi have humble origins after sur-
viving rejection and self-doubt to reach the top. Now
well established as talismanic figures for their clubs,
these unlikely heroes have become two of the sport’s
hottest properties.

Both have been linked with European champions
Real Madrid this season and this week’s vital clash
between Tottenham and Inter provides another chance
to celebrate their rags to riches rise and marvel at their
predatory instincts.

Born in Argentina, Icardi moved to Spain when he
was nine and was one of the most sought-after players
in Europe when Barcelona, Real Madrid, Arsenal and
Liverpool fought for the teenager’s signature in 2007.

Icardi eventually chose Barcelona, but his time with
the Spanish giants went surprisingly sour. He never
broke into the first team after being written off as lack-
ing the technical quality shine at the Camp Nou.

A loan spell in Italy with Sampdoria proved the mak-
ing of Icardi, who stepped up to the big time when he
joined Inter in 2013. Icardi has scored 106 league goals
in 167 appearances for Inter, twice finishing as the joint
highest scorer in Serie A and taking over as the club
captain three years ago.

It is a success story that would strike a chord with
Kane, who also had to endure rejection before proving
his doubters wrong. While some English stars are ear-
marked for success years in advance such is their obvi-
ous potential, Kane was written off time and again as a
schoolboy, with Arsenal, Tottenham and Watford all
deciding he didn’t have the right qualities to make it.

Tottenham eventually recognised the goal-scoring
potential Kane possessed, but even then it took loan
spells at Leyton Orient, Millwall, Norwich and Leicester
before he was finally given his chance as a regular on
the Premier League stage in 2014.

A barrage of goals followed as Kane made up for
lost time in stunning style. Now 25, Kane has amassed a
host of goal records, scoring more than 100 times for
Tottenham and becoming only the second England
player to finish as the World Cup’s top scorer.

Kane has 11 goals in all competitions this season,
with his late brace against PSV Eindhoven in
Tottenham’s last Champions League tie especially
important as it clinched the 2-1 win that kept their last
16 hopes alive. Those crucial goals extended Kane’s
remarkable Champions League record to 12 goals in 14
appearances. Icardi has been equally dynamic in
Europe’s elite club competition. The 25-year-old scored
the late goal that gave Inter a 2-1 win over Tottenham in
the opening game of the group stage. The Argentina
international also netted in Inter’s victory at PSV and
bagged a priceless last-gasp equaliser in the 1-1 draw
with Barcelona earlier this month.

That strike against Group B leaders Barca allowed
second placed Inter to keep a three-point lead over
third placed Tottenham in the race to qualify for the last
16. With only two games remaining, Luciano Spalletti’s
side are in pole position to make the knockout stages as
they host PSV in their last game, while Tottenham have
the daunting task of a trip to Barcelona.

An Inter victory at Wembley would book their last
16 berth, while Tottenham must win to send the battle
to the last round of matches. Inter have won eight of
their last nine Serie A matches to climb to third in the
table, with Spurs in fine form as well after defeating

previously unbeaten Chelsea 3-1 in the Premier League
on Saturday.

Spalletti expects Tottenham to come out all guns
blazing, but he won’t make special plans for Kane. “We
rate whichever opposition we come up against.

However, Inter always inspire the opposition,” Spalletti
said. “That means they have to go up a level compared
to their normal performances. “With us, we have no
specific approach for one team or another. We have got
to perform as Inter Milan.” — AFP

Tottenham’s Kane and Inter Milan’s 
Icardi ready for Euro shoot-out

Kane was written off time and again as a schoolboy, with Arsenal, Tottenham 

LONDON: File photo shows Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (L) jumps against Chelsea’s German defender
Antonio Rudiger (R) during the English Premier League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Chelsea at
Wembley Stadium in London, on November 24, 2018. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Atletico de Madrid v AS Monaco FC 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Lokomotiv Moscow v Galatasaray Spor Kul¸b¸ 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 2
BV Borussia Dortmund v Club Brugge KV 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5
PSV Eindhoven v FC Barcelona 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Tottenham Hotspur v Internazionale Milano 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Paris Saint-Germain v Liverpool 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1
SSC Napoli v Crvena Zvezda 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
FC Porto v Schalke 04 23:00 
beIN SPORTS HD 

BUENOS AIRES: River Plate president Rodolfo D’Onofrio
hit out at his Boca Juniors counterpart on Monday accus-
ing his rival of “betrayal” following the postponement of
the weekend’s Copa Libertadores final due to an attack on
the Boca team bus by River fans.

In a humiliating weekend for South American football,
the second leg of the final was postponed twice amid
scenes of violence and confusion. The match had been
scheduled for Saturday but the two presidents agreed to
delay the continental showpiece by 24 hours after some
Boca players suffered cuts from broken glass and the
effects of smoke inhalation when their bus came under fire
from River fans throwing sticks and stones and spraying
pepper spray.

Yet the game did not take place on Sunday either as
Boca said they faced a “sporting disadvantage” due to
their players’ injuries and Boca president Daniel Angelici
said he would petition competition organziers Conmebol
to award the tie, and hence the trophy, to Boca. “I’m strug-
gling to believe he cannot keep his promise,” D’Onofrio
fumed on Radio Mitre. “We signed a document and we
shook hands. Then I find out he’s petitioned Conmebol and
asked for them to be declared champions.”

Speaking on Sunday, Angelici revealed he was lodging
a challenge with Conmebol’s independent disciplinary
commission. “Matches are won and lost on the pitch, that’s
my personal perspective, but I have a responsibility as
club president and that’s why I have to stick to the
statute,” Angelici said at a press conference.

He was referring to Conmebol’s Article 18 which
includes provisions for a number of possible punishments,
including the forfeiture of a result. It was the same article
South American football’s governing body used three
years ago to kick out Boca after one of their fans attacked
River players with pepper spray at half-time of a Copa
Libertadores quarter-final.

River went on to lift the trophy that year. “There’s no
chance they will award the match to Boca. If it was the
case, it would be totally shameful, one of the worst betray-
als someone could commit,” said D’Onofrio.

The River plate president insisted that it was only
because of his support for Boca’s request to have the
match postponed on Saturday that it was not played there
and then. Two Boca players were taken to hospital follow-
ing the bus attack, which happened in the streets near to
River’s Monumental stadium in the upmarket Nunes neigh-
borhood of Buenos Aires. River fans were able to attack
the bus despite it having a police escort. — AFP

River president 
blasts Boca chief 
over final ‘betrayal’

PARIS: It has been a month marred by off-field controver-
sies for Paris Saint-Germain, but it is the fitness of Kylian
Mbappe and Neymar that casts the longest shadow over
the French club ahead of today’s Champions League
crunch clash against Liverpool.

PSG go into the game at the Parc des Princes in third
place in Group C, and a defeat against last season’s run-
ners-up, coupled with a win for Napoli at home to Red
Star Belgrade, would condemn the Qatar-owned side to an
early elimination.

Such a prospect is unthinkable for a club with the
ambitions of PSG, who are desperate to improve on con-
secutive exits from the Champions League in the last 16.

Thomas Tuchel has won every domestic game since his
appointment as coach in the summer, but PSG’s results in
Europe have been underwhelming, with a 3-2 defeat at
Liverpool in September being followed by two draws
against Napoli.

Indeed, a 6-1 win over Red Star last month is the French
side’s only victory in their last seven Champions League
matches-not exactly the form of potential winners. “We
have to play very well to beat Liverpool. An average per-
formance won’t be enough against a team like that. We are
talking top level and we need to be perfectly prepared. It’s
a decisive match,” club captain Thiago Silva told PSG’s
official website.

But would they really be so well-prepared if the two
most expensive players in the world were both absent
against Jurgen Klopp’s team? Mbappe and Neymar both
suffered injuries playing in international friendly matches
last week, and watched Saturday’s 1-0 home win over
Toulouse from the stands.

Both of those players have scored 13 goals this season,
while Edinson Cavani has 10 in all competitions. Their
influence on the team is huge. “They’re getting better
every day, we have time before now and Wednesday. It’s

good for us. I think they’ll be able to play,” was Tuchel’s
optimistic assessment at the weekend.

The stakes are almost too high for PSG not to field their
superstar duo, even if there is a risk. PSG are a point
behind both Liverpool and Napoli, so really need a win to
reduce the pressure before going to Belgrade on the final
matchday next month.

Being eliminated from the Champions League before
Christmas would be catastrophic for a club who have
faced fresh allegations of breaches of UEFA’s Financial Fair
Play regulations this month following Football Leaks reve-
lations. They have also come under fire after investigative
website Mediapart reported that club talent scouts sub-
jected potential youth signings to racial profiling, breaking
French anti-discrimination laws. PSG conducted an inter-
nal investigation and found “no proven case of discrimina-
tion”, but the claims have done little to help the mood

around the club.
At least veteran Brazilian Dani Alves made his come-

back at the weekend after six months out with a knee
injury, and his influence could be precious as Paris seek to
extend their impressive home record in Europe.

Only Barcelona and Real Madrid have beaten PSG at
the Parc des Princes in the Champions League since the
Qatari takeover seven years ago, so the challenge facing
Liverpool is huge-all the more so given that Klopp’s men
have lost their last four games away from Anfield in the
competition.

Amid their best ever start to a Premier League season,
which continued with a 3-0 win at Watford on Saturday,
the Reds also know the stakes are high in Europe. “It’s
going to be a difficult game in Paris and a good game to
show how good we are. We go there to try to win, for
sure,” Xherdan Shaqiri told the club’s website. — AFP

PSG optimistic over 
fitness of Mbappe 
and Neymar for 
Liverpool showdown

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (front C) and teammates attend a training session in Saint-
Germain-en-Laye, west of Paris, yesterday, on the eve of their UEFA Champions League Group C football match against
Liverpool. — AFP

BURNLEY: Newcastle pulled further clear of the
Premier League relegation zone with a third successive
win and first at Turf Moor in over 40 years as they beat
Burnley 2-1 on Monday. Federico Fernandez’s fourth-
minute shot, which took a huge deflection off Ben Mee,
gave Rafael Benitez’s Newcastle an early lead before the
visitors doubled their lead through Ciaran Clark in the
23rd minute.

Burnley pulled a goal back courtesy of Sam Vokes’s
header five minutes before half-time. Newcastle then
squandered several chances to put the result beyond
doubt after the break, with Matt Ritchie missing from
close range while Joselu hit a post.

They survived a late Burnley fightback to hold on for
their first win at Turf Moor since December 1975. Victory
saw Newcastle move up into 13th place in the table, four
points clear of the bottom three, with Burnley just a point
above the relegation zone. 

“The main thing was the effort of the players,” Benitez
told Sky Sports. “We stuck to the gameplan. We suffered
a bit at the end but we could have scored a third goal.”
Frustrated Burnley boss Sean Dyche said: “There was an
unlucky goal and then a poor goal.

“On balance we probably deserved something but
once you give those goals away it’s difficult at 2-0 down
in the Premier League.” The game kicked off 30 minutes
late after referees’ assessor Eddie Wolstenholme col-

lapsed in the tunnel and was taken to hospital.
But the delay did not disturb Newcastle who went

ahead when Chris Wood failed to clear a corner before
Mee’s half-hearted attempt to block Fernandez’s shot
only diverted the ball into the top corner. 

More poor defending contributed to Newcastle’s sec-
ond goal, an unmarked Clark heading in Ritchie’s cross.
But Burnley scored against the run of play in the 40th

minute when Vokes looped a header over Martin
Dubravka, with the Newcastle goalkeeper a long way off
his line. Newcastle should have gone 3-1 up five minutes
into the second half when DeAndre Yedlin’s cross-shot
was deflected into the path of Ritchie, who somehow shot
wide from just a few yards out. Joeslu then hit the post
before Yedlin make an important block at the other end
to preserve Newcastle’s lead. —AFP

Newcastle climb away
from danger zone
with Burnley win

BURNLRY: Newcastle United’s Spanish striker Mato Joselu shoots but fails to score during the English Premier League
football match between Burnley and Newcastle United at Turf Moor in Burnley, north west England on Monday. — AFP


