
KUWAIT: Within its social responsibility activi-
ties, Kuwait Airways Corporation (KAC) recently
sponsored the Gulf Bank’s fourth annual 642
Marathon which was held on November 17 with
participation of over 7,500 competitors belonging
to 66 nationalities. 

The Gulf Bank 642 marathon is internationally
accredited. It is the largest sport activity in
Kuwait covering a stretch of 42 kilometers. 

Speaking on the occasion, KAC’s PR and media
manager, Fayez Al-Enezi stressed that KAC was a
golden sponsor for the marathon and that it
always supports and sponsors various activities
such as the marathon which aims to boosting pub-
lic awareness concerning healthy lifestyles as well
as raise funds for KRCS. 

Al-Enezi added that the marathon coincided
with the World Diabetics Day to highlight the
importance of sports and fighting obesity to avoid
various diseases including diabetics.  

MANILA: Manny Pacquiao said yesterday that veter-
an trainer Freddie Roach never left his orbit, despite a
public split, and was helping the Filipino boxing legend
get ready for his upcoming bout in Las Vegas.

Pacquiao was training in Manila ahead of the
January 19 showdown against Adrien Broner, a fight
that may be a prelude to a long-speculated on rematch
with Floyd Mayweather.

The Roach-Pacquiao reunion comes after the men
abruptly parted ways, breaking up one of boxing’s most
famous double-acts, following the Filipino’s defeat to
Jeff Horn in 2017.

Roach was reported to have been upset by his dis-
missal, but agreed to return after late-night talks with
the fighter last week.

“I tell people even in America that Freddie never left
Team Pacquiao,” Pacquiao, 39, told reporters after hit-
ting the mitts. “He is still involved in the training.”

Pacquiao, the only fighter to win world titles in eight
different weight divisions, got a boost to his storied, but
slowing boxing career, after stopping Argentina’s Lucas
Matthysse in July in Kuala Lumpur.

Just over six months later he will be back in the ring,
this time against Broner, a 29-year-old American, for
his first US fight since 2016. 

“I am already excited. (After) more than two years I
am coming back to Vegas to fight,” said Pacquiao.

Speculation remains high that the Broner bout could
be a warm-up for a sequel to 2015’s “Fight of the
Century”, that Pacquiao lost to Mayweather on points.

Undefeated Mayweather said in September he was
ready to fight Pacquiao, but no definite plans have

emerged since.
Last week the Filipino champ told reporters he and

Mayweather have talked about fighting again, but said
he would see after the Broner match.

Pacquiao did not address the speculation on
Tuesday, saying only about any future matches: “I can
fight anybody. We are not picky when it comes to our
opponents.”

Meanwhile, reigning UFC lightweight champion
Khabib Nurmagomedov said on Monday his potential
fight with undefeated boxer Floyd Mayweather Jr.
would be twice as interesting as Conor McGregor’s
bout with the American.

“Our fight will be twice as interesting. Two unbeaten
fighters, it will be interesting to see which one falls or
takes a step back,” he said in a press conference in
Moscow to launch his autobiography.

The Russian widely known as simply “Khabib” called
out Mayweather in October but the UFC’s president
Dana White has said they could only face off in a mixed
martial arts fight and not inside a boxing ring as was
the case with McGregor.

Mayweather beat the Irishman by knock-out after
10 rounds in August 2017.

Khabib is undefeated in 27 UFC bouts including
October’s submission of McGregor.

The pair are serving bans from the Nevada State
Athletic Commission (NSAC) for their roles in a post-
fight brawl between their entourages at UFC 229 in Las
Vegas.  NSAC will hold an official disciplinary hearing
for Khabib and McGregor on December 10 before they
can fight again. — AFP
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Mick Schumacher 
to race Formula 
Two in 2019
BERLIN: Mick Schumacher, the teenage son of
ex-Formula One world champion Michael
Schumacher, will race in Formula Two next sea-
son, ending speculation he might skip F2 and step
up to F1 in 2019.

“For me, this is a logical step, because I want
to continue to improve my technical experience
and driving skills” the 19-year-old said in a press
release issued by his Italian team Prema Racing.

The confirmation pours cold water on specu-
lation he would leap up to F1 in 2019 after win-
ning the European Formula Three title last month,
but he has made no secret that he one day wants
to race in the top tier. After dominating the sec-
ond half of the F3 season by claiming five straight
wins, Schumacher’s title win meant he qualified
for a FIA ‘super licence’ - a prerequisite for the
jump to Formula One.

Bearing one of the most famous names in
motorsports is not always easy for the German,
who started out racing as “Mick Betsch”, using
his mother Corinna’s maiden name to avoid bring-
ing attention to himself. World champion Lewis
Hamilton has already said he is “100 percent cer-
tain that there will be another Schumacher in F1”
and backs him to follow in the footsteps of his
father, who won seven F1 titles.

“I have no problem being compared to my
dad, because my dad is the best - that’s why he’s
my role model,” Mick Schumacher said in an RTL
documentary. “Even other world champions com-
pare themselves with my dad.”

However, his father’s condition remains a mys-
tery as the fifth anniversary approaches of his
skiing accident. Michael Schumacher, 49, has not
been seen in public since suffering head injuries
during a accident on December 29, 2013 while
skiing with Mick and his condition is a secret
closely guarded by his family. — AFP

MANILA: Philippine boxing icon Manny Pacquiao (C) trains at a boxing gym in Manila yesterday, ahead of his WBA
Welterweight bout title with US boxer Adrien Broner in Las Vegas, on January 19, 2019. — AFP

KAC sponsors Gulf Bank’s fourth annual 642 Marathon 

WADA opens
Moscow stage of
Russian doping
investigation
MOSCOW: A team of experts sent by the
World Anti-Doping Agency wil l  meet
Russian officials in Moscow yesterday to
begin the process of recovering data from
the era of institutional doping.

On the eve of the opening meeting,
WADA had not revealed either the names
of the three scientific and technical experts
WADA has selected, nor the location of
their meeting with the representatives of
the Russian authorities.

The face-to-face meeting will prepare the
ground for the process, which could take
days or even weeks, of extracting doping
data from the former Moscow laboratory.

WADA suspended Russian doping
agency RUSADA in November 2015, after
investigations, including one by Canadian

lawyer Richard McLaren, found that,
between 2011 and 2015, Russia organised
massive doping fraud centred on a Moscow
testing laboratory. 

WADA made access to the lab a prerequi-
site of reinstating RUSADA. After a long stale-
mate, WADA agreed, in September, to reverse
the steps: declaring RUSADA “compliant”
before the recovery from Moscow of raw data
from drug tests between 2011 and 2015.
Widely criticised for the decision, WADA
has promised it will impose new sanctions if
Russia does not cooperate by December 31.
Since the start of the Russian affair, interna-
tional sports bodies have faced the problem
of the lack of original data. 

In February, the Court for Arbitration in
Sport over-turned the punishments of 28 of
the 43 Russians suspended by the
International Olympic Committee for the
Winter Games in Pyeongchang for benefit-
ting from state doping at Sochi four years
earlier.  

“What we need to exonerate an athlete,
or to sanction an athlete, is the original
screening data, and this is what we will get
from the Moscow lab,” Guenter Younger,
WADA’s Director of Intel l igence and
Investigations, told AFP.

Those screenings, along with the lab
database and the McLaren findings, could
help build stronger cases. “In order to com-
plete our cases and to be sure that we have
positive cases or not, we need all the data,
and then we have a chain of evidence,”
Younger said.

But, according to several anti-doping
sources, the destruction or falsification of
the raw data mean the investigation are
likely to result in far fewer cases than sug-
gested by McLaren, who estimated that
1,000 athletes, in thirty disciplines, benefit-
ed from the system.

“The challenge is for most of them, we
don’t really have samples, because they
were destroyed at that time,” said Younger.
“We have only data from the presumptive
screenings and additional information that
we have from our investigation.”

So far, only two federations - athletics
(IAAF) and biathlon (IBU) - have institut-
ed disciplinary proceedings based on the
McLaren reports. The IAAF, which has
suspended Russia from all international
competi t ions s ince November 2015,
except for hand-picked athletes, meets
December 3-4 to decide whether to con-
tinue the sanctions. —AFP

Stroll tests for 
Force India 
F1 team in 
Abu Dhabi
ABU DHABI: Canadian Lance Stroll
turned out in Force India overalls for
the first time at the Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix circuit yesterday as Formula One
teams returned to the track with new
faces for a post-season tyre test.

Force India are the only team yet to
confirm their 2019 driver lineup,
although it is no secret that Mexican
Sergio Perez will be joined by Stroll,
whose billionaire father Lawrence took
control of the team in August.

An announcement is expected later
in the week. The Canadian has already
been replaced at Williams, who have an
all-new lineup of Poland’s Robert
Kubica and Britain’s Formula Two
champion George Russell. All three

were testing at Yas Marina.
The two-day test, following last

Sunday’s season-ending race at the cir-
cuit, allows teams to try out the 2019
Pirelli range of tyres. Kimi Raikkonen,
the 2007 world champion, turned up as
a Sauber driver for the first time in 17
years after wrapping up with Ferrari on
Sunday. His running ended ahead of
time when the car broke down.

Brazilian Pietro Fittipaldi, nephew of
double world champion Emerson, had
his first taste of a Formula One car with
the US-owned Haas team that the 22-
year-old has joined as an official test
driver. A technical problem sidelined
him for much of the morning, however.

Formula Two runner-up Lando
Norris was testing for McLaren ahead
of the Briton’s race debut next year,
with Spaniard Carlos Sainz in the car
on Wednesday after his move from
Renault. Charles Leclerc, Raikkonen’s
replacement at Ferrari, is due to test
with the Italian team tomorrow, when
Pierre Gasly tests for Red Bull and
Russian Daniil Kvyat makes his return
to Toro Rosso.  — Reuters


