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mber Heard was instantly “sold” on playing her ‘Aquaman’
character when she found out she would be a “”badass war-
rior queen”. The 32-year-old actress plays Mera in the James
Wan-directed superhero flick and the star revealed at the

world premiere of the DC Extended Universe movie in London on
Monday night that she loves the fact the movie is “modern” and she
plays a strong character who is not a “damsel in distress”. Amber said:
“Mera’s a badass woman. When I first got introduced to her, I was sold
on the fact she was a warrior queen and I asked, ‘Do I get a sword and a
crown? Yeah I’ll get behind that!’ “I like that this movie is modern,
Mera’s not a damsel in distress she is a badass superhero in her own
right.” Mera is the love interest of the titular hero Arthur Curry - played

by Jason Momoa - and she possesses hydrokinetic and telepathic pow-
ers that allow her to control her aquatic environment and communicate
with other members of the Atlantean race. And Amber loved every
moment of working alongside Momoa, 39, on the highly-anticipated
blockbuster, and admitted his “energy” helped her get through the tough
hours and long days. She said: “I could not have asked for a better co-
star, his energy and his enthusiasm and his joy is contagious and infec-
tion and you need that, not only in this character or as a person but in
sets when you’re filming for 18 hours a day for seven months at a time.
“It can be grueling but we have a really natural rapport and I think that
came across on screen.”
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ames Wan says ‘Aquaman’ is “different” to a “tra-
ditional” superhero film.  The 41-year-old film-
maker has created an underwater world to bring
the unique DC Comics character to life on the

big screen and because of the sea setting he believes it is
more like a fantasy film. Speaking at the world premiere of
the DC Extended Universe blockbuster in London on
Monday night Wan said: “I don’t have necessarily one
favorite scene or sequences, I have a lot of them and I enjoy
all of them. Making this movie was tough, it was such a pain
to make it. A big part of the fun was designing the world,
creating a lot of the different visuals and things we haven’t
seen before. It plays different to your traditional superhero
film, if anything it plays more like an action/adventure fan-
tasy film and I think the movie is unique for that.” ‘Aquaman’
contains an A-list cast that features Jason Momoa as the
aquatic superhero - also known as Arthur Curry - Amber
Heard (Mera), Dolph Lundgren (King Nereus), Patrick
Wilson (Ocean Master) and Nicole Kidman (Atlanna), and
will hit the big screen on December 14 in the UK, and a
week later on December 21 in the US. When Wan first met
39-year-old Momoa - who appeared as Aquaman in ‘Justice
League’ - he was blown-away by his “charisma” and it
made him excited to think about what they could achieve
together on screen. Wan said: “Listen, when I first met
Jason, I was like, ‘Man this guy is full of charisma, so charis-
matic, I’m going to have to bring that out on screen!’ He’s
great, Jason’s been such a trooper, and it’s at tough movie to
shoot. I put my actors through really rigorous, technical
processes to simulate the underwater look. Everyone just
did such a great job and Jason is such a physical guy and he
really gets in there and is passionate about it and he really
makes Aquaman his own. I’ve just been so lucky to be able
to assemble such a great team, they bring so much weight
to the film and they’re the beating heart of the movie.”

Jomedian Amy Sedaris is set to voice a
completely new character in Disney’s
live-action remake of ‘The Lion King’.
According to Variety, the 57-year-old

American actress will play an elephant shrew, who
is an original character that was not featured in the
1994 animated classic. The African native mammal
gets its name due to the fact it has a long nose that
resembles an elephant’s trunk. Last week, Disney
released the first trailer for its highly-anticipated
‘Lion King’ remake.  The teaser of the Jon Favreau-
directed movie has been posted on Disney’s official
Twitter page and has already attracted more than
18 million views.  The visually spectacular trailer
opens with a rising sun and follows various animals
rushing across sun-scorched ground to greet lion
cub Simba.  Sedaris and Favreau previously
worked together on his 2014 film ‘Chef’ and she
has experience of voice over work as she lent her
dulcet tones to all five seasons of Netflix’s ‘BoJack
Horseman’. Sedaris joins an all-star cast that
includes the likes of Donald Glover as a young
Simba, Beyonce as Nala and Billy Eichner and Seth
Rogen cast as Timon and Pumbaa respectively.
James Earl Jones reprises his role as Mufasa from
the original film. As well as keeping Sir Elton John
and Tim Rice’s original songs in the upcoming film
- which include ‘Can You Feel The Love Tonight’,
‘Be Prepared’ and ‘I Just Can’t Wait To Be King’ -
the remake will also feature some new music. ‘Can
You Feel the Love Tonight’ went on to win the Best
Original Song Oscar, whilst Hans Zimmer was
selected to take home the Best Original Score
Academy Award.
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James Wan: Aquaman is not
a traditional superhero film

ason Momoa had to have two stunt doubles
“constantly working” on the set of ‘Aquaman’.
The 39-year-old American actor plays the
aquatic superhero - also known as Arthur

Curry - in the James Wan directed flick and speaking at
the DC Comic blockbuster’s world premiere in London
on Monday night he revealed he needed the help of his
doppelgangers due to the numerous extravagant action
sequences. He said: “I definitely do a lot of my stunts but
there’s so many stunts in this that we had to constantly be
prepping so I had two stunt doubles constantly working.”
Jason - who played the character in ‘Justice League’ - is
seen for the first time in Aquaman’s famous gold and
green superhero costume and he admitted it was a thrill
to FaceTime call his young kids, daughter Lola, 11, and

nine-year-old son Nakoa-Wolf, from the set so they
could see their dad dressed up. The Hollywood hunk -
who raises his kids with his wife Lisa Bonet - said: “My
experience was looking in James Wan’s eyes and he was
delighted and filled with joy and he was stoked and I
called my kids on FaceTime and got to see their faces, it
was beautiful.” Dolph Lundgren also stars in the DC
Extended Universe film and plays King Nereus, the father
of Amber Heard’s alter ego Mera. During the shoot, the
61-year-old Swedish actor saw similarities between his
‘Aquaman’ character and iconic He-Man, who he por-
trayed in the 1987 film ‘Masters of the Universe’, and that
came from director Wan being a big fan of the 80s chil-
dren’s cartoon and Mattel action figure range. Dolph
said: “Well, I think James Wan was a fan of ‘Masters of

the Universe’ when he was a little kid and my King
Nereus looks a bit like He-Man. So I think there’s a rea-
son why I got cast for this role but it was a great role and
a very good cast and I think it’s a fun movie.” Opening up
about the highlight of his ‘Aquaman’ scenes, Dolph
added: “Well look it’s called dry for wet which means you
shoot everything on a blue screen and you hanging on
these wires 40 feet in the air conducting scenes and
action. “For me, I really look up to people who do these
superhero movies because it’s really difficult. And the
more you weigh the more the harness pulls on certain
areas of the male anatomy and after four or five hours
you’re ready to come down.” 

illem Dafoe hopes Vincent van Gogh would
have “enjoyed” seeing his life played out in ‘At
Eternity’s Gate’. The 63-year-old actor plays
the famous artist in the new biographical dra-

ma movie - which was released in the US on November
16 - and has said that whilst he can’t say what the painter,
who died in 1890, would think of the production if he
were alive today, he hopes he would be pleased with the
team’s work. When asked what van Gogh would think,
Willem said: “I can’t even think about that. Who knows?
We would like to think that he’d enjoy it. That’s something
I would have to ruminate on for a long time. But, it’s a
movie. We’re making it for now. We’re making it for us.
Van Gogh is a very important, influential figure to Julian
[Schnabel, the director]. The film does a service to him in
the respect that it doesn’t try to explain him. It’s our
imagining of what it might be like to be him.” The
Hollywood icon admits he learned a lot about the painter
that was unknown to him before taking on the role,
including how “socially awkward” he was, as well as his
“spiritual” nature. Asked if he learned anything that sur-
prised him, Willem said: “How steeped he was in a spiri-
tual quest, which is usually short-handed as a kind of
madness. He tried to be a man of God early in his life, so
that was surprising to what extent he was always having
a dialogue with his God through nature.  “For someone
that was so socially awkward and had so much trouble
communicating with people on a social level and famous-
ly had trouble with women, had trouble with physicality,
intimacy, he was a very compassionate person. He felt
distance from people, but he loved the soul of the worker.
He talks much about how you have to live like a peasant

to paint peasants.” To research the role, Willem made
sure to read up on the painter, but then insisted he had to
“forget” what he’d learned because he didn’t want to
“copy” the version of van Gogh depicted in other films.
Speaking to The Hollywood Reporter, he said: “I read
biographies, of course. I had seen ‘Lust for Life’ and the
[Robert] Altman film [‘Vincent & Theo’] years ago. But
when you make something, you really want to forget
those things. You can’t copy them. It’s the idea that to
express what a work of art is you have to make another
thing. There are parallels to what you learn in painting:
It’s not about likeness.” —  Bang Showbiz
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Momoa had two stunt doubles for Aquaman

Viola Davis signs
feature deal with
Amazon Studios 

iola Davis has signed a first look feature pro-
duction deal with Amazon Studios. The ‘How
To Get Away With Murder’ actress runs JuVee
Productions with husband Julius Tennon, and

the couple have agreed to bring their projects to the
streaming service. Jennifer Salke, head of Amazon
Studios, said in a statement: “Amazon Studios is passion-
ate about building a home for both new and established
filmmakers of all backgrounds, who share the same vision
in telling incredible and engaging human stories. “Viola
and Julius Tennon’s JuVee Productions brings distinctive,
fresh voices and high-quality content to our customers in
both theaters and on Prime Video.” The announcement
comes as Davis has been working on new comedy
‘Troupe Zero’ - which stars Allison Janney and Jim
Gaffigan - with Amazon ahead of a 2019 release. The lat-
est production pact comes after the company has inked
deals with a number of firms, including ones with Jason
Blum’s Blumhouse Television for eight direct-to-service
films. Other agreements have been made with the likes of
Nicole Kidman’s Blossom Films, while ‘The Handmaid’s
Tale’ director Reed Morano and ‘Get Out’ filmmaker
Jordan Peele have also signed on. It should come as now
surprise, as Netflix has recently made headlines for simi-
larly massive deals with stars such as ‘American Horror
Story’ creator Ryan Murphy and Davis’ ‘How To Get
Away With Murder’ boss Shonda Rhimes, who was also
the mind behind ‘Grey’s Anatomy’.
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