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TIES
center event

TIES will hold another session
of our series about some
prophets and messengers of

Allah (SWT) on Thursday, Nov 29 at
7:00 pm. In this class, we will dis-
cuss why Yusuf (AS) sent his shirt to
his father, what happened to his
father after the caravan carrying the

shirt departed Egypt, and what hap-
pened after the shirt was laid on his
father’s face.

We will also discuss varying
opinions about the age of Yusuf
when he was appointed a prophet,
some miracles he was supported
with, and what the King of Egypt
did after he heard about Yusuf’s
extended family. Finally, we will
explore Yaqoub’s (AS) supplication
for his sons, its timing, impact, and
the categories into which supplica-
tion is divided.

Burgan Bank
concludes 
Int’l Children’s
Day Festival

Burgan Bank, one of the most
active supporters of community
initiatives, recently concluded the

‘International Children’s Day Festival’ at
the Avenues mall in Kuwait. A universal
cause celebrated globally, the occasion
seeks to promote children’s rights to
better opportunities and comprehen-
sive welfare. 

The four-day festival was held in
collaboration with Porsche Club
Kuwait, where children and visitors
enjoyed a series of sportive and engag-
ing activities such as archery, sand pits,
tire change challenges, engineering
exercises, races, coloring fun and
Porsche kids driving school. Children
were additionally educated on road
safety rules as part of an informative

session to inspire a generation of good
citizens. The children were also enter-
tained by the Buba kids account mas-
cot who distributed several gifts and
shared memorable pictures.

Contributing to human solidarity
and positive change in the society,
Burgan Bank continues to cooperate
with influential partners who share
similar values and principles across its
initiatives. Owning the 212th position
globally, Porsche Club Kuwait is part of
an organization that is now one of the
most well-established entities of its
kind in the world, dedicated to giving
back to their communities. 

Burgan Bank’s support of this initia-
tive falls under its dynamic full-fledged
community program entitled ‘ENGAGE’
- Together to be the change. This pro-
gram sheds light on important aspects
affecting every segment of the society
by promoting social welfare through
educational, cultural and health driven
initiatives. Burgan Bank’s approach to
‘ENGAGE’ begins with a vital principle
that as a leading Kuwaiti financial insti-
tution, its conduct and policies should
be aligned with the needs and interests
of the community.

AWAKEN festival
celebrates
diversity and
critical thinking 

en.v, an organization dedicated to fostering
social development and civic engagement
in the Middle East, wrapped up its first

community building festival in Kuwait, AWAK-
EN, engaging close to 800 individuals across
various sectors and communities in the country.
AWAKEN was launched in late October with a
series of small community events and culminated
in a three-day festival which was held between
Nov 15-17, 2018 at Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah
(DAI) Cultural Center in Yarmouk. 

AWAKEN was developed by en.v as part of
a long term strategy to strengthen civil society
and community participation in Kuwait, in part-
nership with the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung - a
German non-profit promoting civic education
and cross-cultural dialogue, the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences
(KFAS) - the leading non-governmental institu-
tion encouraging a culture of research and
development within Kuwait’s society, and
Burgan Bank - one of the fastest growing and
youngest commercial banks in the country.

The AWAKEN festival was a collaborative
effort which included over 50 local civic initia-
tives, academics, artists and international

speakers, working together with en.v to devel-
op a wide range of participatory activities aim-
ing to bridge the divide between ‘experts’ and
the public, and placing the community at the
forefront of the conversation. Activities includ-
ed interactive discussions, workshops, story-
telling, live art, music and theatre performances,
all focused on fostering a stronger sense of
community through innovative and creative
mediums. The festival worked towards enhanc-
ing the connection and interaction between
diverse groups by examining barriers and cre-
ating opportunities for dialogue. Working
together, attendees were encouraged to think
of community-driven approaches to social
challenges in Kuwait. 

According to Dr Mai Al Nakib, one of the
festival’s community partners who led a story-
telling session on banned books and society,

“[AWAKEN] was, hands down, one of the most
inspiring events I have ever participated in here
in Kuwait. The energy, excitement, and sincerity
in the space was palpable. Its effects will contin-
ue to reverberate in me for a long time to come”.
Nakib is an Associate Professor of English and
Comparative Literature at Kuwait University
and author of the award-winning short-story
collection, The Hidden Light of Objects. 

The festival also served as an opportunity to
gather input and reflections from the audience
on what they feel are priorities that need to be
addressed within their communities, as well as
their general perceptions of civil society. The
festival allowed members of the public to
directly engage with active civic initiatives to
identify areas which they can support or con-
tribute to, creating a dialogue for more inclusive
representation.  

Italian Ambassador to Kuwait Giuseppe Scognamiglio hosted a dinner recently as part of the ‘Italian Week’ activities. Local figures, diplomats and other dignitaries attended the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Kuwaiti designer Muntaha Al-Ajeel with Italian Ambassoador

Safir Fintas Kuwait
Hotel participates
in Gulf Bank
marathon

The staff of Safir Fintas Kuwait Hotel
participated in Gulf Bank Marathon
642. The management encouraged

colleagues to participate in sporting activi-
ties and events that support charity issues
and goals that the marathon organizers are
seeking.

Saif Eddin Mohammed, General Manager
of the Hotel, said: “The hotel management is
collaborating annually with various organiza-
tions that organize charity sports activities to
encourage our colleagues to practice healthy
habits and maintain a healthy lifestyle. We are
proud to be a part of the Gulf Bank marathon

and look forward to participating in more of
these events throughout the coming year. “

The management of Safir Fintas Kuwait
Hotel organizes regular events for its col-

leagues during the year, and always supports
and encourages such activities, believing in
the important role of the hotel to support
building a better and healthier community.

Symphony Style Kuwait
receives ‘Luxury City 
Hotel’ award 2018 

Top notch hotels representatives from across the globe gathered in
Bali on Nov 10 for this annual award ceremony, in which
Symphony Style Kuwait, A Radisson Collection Hotel received the

“Luxury City Hotel” in Kuwait for 2018. The award was given to Kuwait’s
elegant hotel in recognition of its sustained commitment to excellence in
hoteliering and its constant efforts to providing an international and
exceptional premium lifestyle living and extraordinary experience.  

The General Manager of Symphony Style Kuwait, A Radisson
Collection Hotel in recognition of the award received commented: “We
grow talent. Talent grows us. That is a statement that constitutes an
essential part of the foundation of our culture that reflects the true influ-
ence on the thriving achievement we have accomplished today. We seek
to deliver authentic experiences by which our guests’ hearts feel the
warm touches of our ever-evolving commitment and we are truly

touched to be recognised for the thoughtful efforts we have invested. In
fact, at Symphony Style Kuwait, A Radisson Collection Hotel we have
attention to details to ensure an intriguing experience which led us to
another success this year” The award-winning Symphony Style Hotel,
Kuwait, has recently announced joining the Radisson Collection and
was recognized last year as the Best Luxury Family Hotel in Kuwait in
the awarding ceremony of 2017 and received the HACCP and The
Green Key certifications in 2018. 


