
Car rams into 
sidewalk, kills 
seven in China
BEIJING: A car drove onto a sidewalk in southwest
China yesterday, killing seven people and injuring anoth-
er four, police said, days after another driver deliberately
rammed into school children in the country’s northeast.
The driver has been detained and the cause of the inci-
dent in Leshan, a city in Sichuan province, is under
investigation, police said in a statement. The injured have
been taken to hospital for treatment, the statement said. 

According to official news agency Xinhua, the vehicle
rushed onto the sidewalk and hit a bus stop in the morn-
ing. The crash came just five days after a driver hit a
group of schoolchildren crossing the street in Huludao, a
city in northeast Liaoning province. Five children were
killed and another 19 were injured after the driver “chose
his victims at random”, according to Xinhua, which cited
police. The driver, a 29-year-old unemployed Liaoning
resident, was contemplating suicide “due to quarrels”
with his spouse before he drove his car into the children,
Xinhua reported on Friday.

Deadly road accidents are common in China, where
traffic regulations are often flouted or go unenforced.
According to authorities 58,000 people were killed in
accidents across the country in 2015 alone. Violations
of traffic laws were blamed for nearly 90 percent of
accidents that caused deaths or injuries that year.
Earlier this month, at least 13 people died when a bus
plunged off a bridge in Chongqing municipality, after
the driver got into a fist fight with a passenger who had
missed her bus stop.

Search and rescue teams dispatched more than 70
boats, as well as a team of scuba divers and underwater
robots, to find the wreckage and retrieve bodies from
the water. In September, 11 people died and dozens were
injured when a car struck a crowd in a public square in
the central Hunan province city of Hengdong. Police
detained the driver, a man in his 40s, and described him
as a “vengeful repeat offender” who had daggers in his
car and intended to “cause serious damage”. —AFP 
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Stage set for 
fresh Australia 
election in May
SYDNEY: Australia is set for a May
election showdown after the prime min-
ister yesterday announced a budget
date in the new year and his weakened
liberal party staggers on following
another defection. Scott Morrison
announced a new national spending plan
for 2 April, promised a fiscal surplus and
hailed his party’s custodianship of a
booming economy in remarks effectively
firing the starter’s gun for the 2019 elec-
tion campaign.

Parliamentary budget rules and con-
stitutional provisions about the length of
campaigns mean the election will now
almost certainly take place in early to
mid-May. On Tuesday, Liberal MP Julia
Banks-who had earlier complained of
party bullying and is an ally of ousted
former prime minister Malcolm
Turnbull-delivered Morrison a hammer
blow, quitting the party to become an
independent. The defection put the rul-
ing conservative Liberal Party two mem-
bers short of a parliamentary majority.

With his government in the minority
and his party riven by divisions between
moderates and the hard right, the prime
minister faces an uphill struggle to keep
his job. A weekend parliamentary elec-
tion in Victoria-the state that encom-
passes Melbourne-saw the Liberal Party

vote shrink to historically low levels.
This, just weeks after the party lost a
Federal parliamentary by-election in a
Sydney suburb that has been solidly
Liberal since the constituency was cre-
ated at the founding of the country.

Morrison has struggled to keep his
party together since Liberal ideological
firebrands ousted centrist leader
Malcolm Turnbull as prime minister last
August. Since then, persistent backbiting
and stinging electoral defeats have cre-
ated the sense of a government in disar-
ray, even as Morrison has tried to take
the fight to the opposition Labor Party.
Banks cited Turnbull’s removal as the
catalyst for her decision to become an
independent.

“Led by members of the reactionary
right wing, the coup was aided by many
MPs trading their vote for a leadership
change in exchange for their individual
promotion, preselection endorsements
or silence,” she told parliament. She
accused both the Liberal and Labor par-
ties of being focused on “political point
scoring” rather than “timely, practical,
sensible decisions on matters which
Australians care about”. With each
defection the odds of Morrison being
ousted in a vote of no confidence
increase.

Meanwhile recriminations within the
Liberal Party continued behind closed
doors. Australian media yesterday
reported that cabinet minister Kelly
O’Dwyer warned in a closed meeting
that the Liberal party was widely viewed
by voters as “homophobic, anti-women,
climate-change deniers”. —AFP

Myanmar seizes boat 
carrying 93 fleeing 
Rohingya camps 
YANGON: Authorities in Myanmar have seized a boat carrying 93 people, apparently
Rohingya Muslims, fleeing displacement camps in western Myanmar’s Rakhine State and
hoping to reach Malaysia, an official said yesterday. The boat is believed to be the third
bound for Malaysia stopped in Myanmar waters since monsoon rains began to subside last
month, bringing calmer weather, raising fears of a fresh wave of hazardous voyages after a
2015 crackdown on people smugglers.

Moe Zaw Latt, director of the government office in Dawei, a coastal town in southern
Myanmar, said fishermen had reported a “suspicious” boat to authorities. The navy stopped
the boat on Sunday and detained the 93 people, who said they had come from the Thae
Chaung camp in the Rakhine State capital of Sittwe, he said. Thae Chaung is about 900 km
northwest of Dawei and holds internally displaced people, most of whom are stateless
Rohingya. “They said they ran away from the camp. They said they intended to go to
Malaysia,” said Moe Zaw Latt, adding authorities were preparing to send them back to
Sittwe yesterday. Photographs in media showed police standing by as passengers - many of
them women in headscarves and children - huddled on the deck. The boat resembled ves-
sels the Rohingya typically use to escape the apartheid-like conditions in Rakhine State,
where their movements and access to services are severely curtailed.

The UN refugee agency has said Myanmar must “address the root causes of displace-
ment”, including the lack of citizenship for the Rohingya, who consider themselves native to
Rakhine State. Myanmar regards Rohingya as illegal migrants from the Indian subcontinent
and has confined tens of thousands to sprawling camps outside Sittwe since violence swept
the area in 2012. More than 700,000 Rohingya crossed into Bangladesh last year fleeing an
army crackdown in the north of Rakhine State, according to UN agencies. UN-mandated
investigators have accused the Myanmar army of “genocidal intent” and ethnic cleansing.
Myanmar has denied most allegations of atrocities, blaming Rohingya insurgents who
attacked police boats for sparking the exodus. Myanmar officials say they are ready to
accept Rohingya who want to return from Bangladeshi refugee camps. But refugees them-
selves and aid agencies oppose a repatriation plan that was due to begin on Nov. 15, saying
conditions in Myanmar were not safe. Myanmar detained 106 Rohingya men, women and
children on a boat near the commercial hub of Yangon on Nov 16, when their engine failed on
their way from the Sittwe camps to Malaysia. Those people have been returned to the camps,
along with another group of more than 80 people whose boat was seized off the coast of
southern Rakhine last week also bound for Malaysia, according to an aid worker in Sittwe
monitoring the boat movements.—Reuters

NEW DELHI: Calls have mounted for Indian authorities to
abandon efforts to recover the body of a young American
killed apparently attempting to convert a hunter-gatherer
island tribe to Christianity. John Chau was killed in a hail of
arrows almost two weeks ago as he went ashore on North
Sentinel island in the Indian Ocean, fisherman who
dropped him off nearby told police. The off-limits remote
island the size of Manhattan, part of the Indian Andaman
Islands, is home to the Sentinelese, one of the world’s last
tribes “uncontacted” by civi-
lization.

Indian police on Saturday
took a boat 400 meters off-
shore and spotted men on the
beach with bows and arrows,
but they do not want to disrupt
the tribe or provoke more vio-
lence. On Monday Survival
International, which seeks to
protect the rights of tribal peo-
ples, said Indian authorities
should call off an operation
which is “incredibly danger-
ous” for both sides. “The risk of a deadly epidemic of flu,
measles or other outside disease is very real, and increases
with every such contact,” the group’s director Stephen
Corry said in a statement.

“Mr Chau’s body should be left alone, as should the
Sentinelese.” This was echoed in a joint statement by a
group of Indian anthropologists, authors and activists

including Pankaj Sekhsaria, Vishvajit Pandya and
Madhusree Mukerjee. “The rights and the desires of the
Sentinelese need to be respected and nothing is to be
achieved by escalating the conflict and tension, and
worse, to creating a situation where more harm is
caused,” they said.

Chau, according to his purported Instagram account a
“Wilderness Emergency Medical Technician” and an
“ambassador” for a US brand of beef jerky, interacted with

the Sentinelese before he
died and returned to the
fishermen’s boat. There he
recorded in writings given to
US media that he had shout-
ed “My name is John. I love
you and Jesus loves you”,
only to be shot at with
arrows, one of them piercing
his Bible, and beat a hasty
retreat.

Chau went back to the
island the next day, but never
returned. Police say that

when two Indian fishermen were killed by the tribe in
2006 after their boat drifted ashore, the tribe had hooked
their bodies on bamboo stakes facing out to sea.  “It was a
kind of scarecrow,” the region’s police chief Dependra
Pathak said. The fishermen who took Chau to North
Sentinel, some of whom have been detained by police, said
they saw the tribe burying the body on the beach.—AFP

Survival International urges authorities to leave Sentinelese alone

Calls to leave US missionary’s 
body on tribe’s remote island

IN THE AIR: In this handout photo, a man with the Sentinelese tribe aims his bow and arrow at
an Indian Coast Guard helicopter as it flies over North Sentinel Island in the Andaman Islands, in
the wake of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.—AFP

It was a kind 
of scarecrow


