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French Senate official 
arrested on charges of 
spying for North Korea
PARIS: Intelligence agencies have arrested a
senior French civil servant who worked at the
French Senate on suspicion of passing confiden-
tial information to the dictatorial regime of North
Korea, a judicial source said. Benoit Quennedey,
who is also the president of the Franco-Korean
Friendship Association and has written a book on
the isolated nation, was taken into custody late
Sunday, the source in Paris said late Monday.

After an inquiry which began in March, pros-
ecutors suspect him of the “collection and deliv-
ery of information to a foreign power likely to
undermine the fundamental interests of the
nation”, the source said. Quennedey is being
held at the headquarters of France’s DGSI
domestic intelligence agency outside Paris. The
French news and talk show Le Quotidien, which
first reported the story, said he was arrested at
his home and his Senate office had been
searched.According to the Senate website,
Quennedey is a senior administrator in France’s
upper house of parliament in the department of
architecture, heritage and gardens, in charge of
administration and finances. The office of the
Senate president, Gerard Larcher, declined to
comment. Quennedey has written frequent arti-
cles on North Korea and travelled extensively
throughout the peninsula since 2005, according
to the website of his publisher Delga.

Last year Delga published Quennedey’s latest
work, “North Korea, The Unknown.” The Franco-
Korean Friendship Association, formed in the
late 1960s by journalists sympathetic to Socialist
and Communist causes, pushes for closer ties
with Pyongyang and supports the reunification
of the divided Koreas.

‘On the right track’ 
Quennedey attended France’s elite Sciences

Po university as well as the ENA school which
produces its top civil servants and political lead-
ers. In 2013 he wrote “North Korea’s Economy:
Birth of a New Asian Dragon?” despite years of
strict international sanctions aimed at forcing the
country to abandon its nuclear missile program.
In regular interviews with RT France, part of
Moscow’s Russia Today network, Quennedey is
presented as an “expert in international rela-
tions” and comments on Korean relations and
other subjects.

North Korea has been a pariah of the interna-
tional community for decades over its refusal to
give up its nuclear weapons program. Sanctions
have crippled its economy, and the UN estimates
that some 10.3 million people, or 41 percent of
North Korea’s population, are undernourished-
even as neighboring South Korea’s economy
flourishes. But hopes of a breakthrough were
sparked last June when US President Donald
Trump met with regime leader Kim Jong Un for a
historic summit meeting in Singapore, when both
men vowed to improve relations and Kim indi-
cated he would abandon the nuclear work. But
progress since then has been patchy, and
Washington is still pushing to maintain sanctions
until Pyongyang’s “final, fully verified denu-
clearization”. Researchers have accused the
regime of using undeclared bases to hide
nuclear-capable missiles, while Pyongyang’s
state media reported this month that the country
had developed an unspecified “ultramodern tac-
tical weapon”. —AFP

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump said
Monday he doesn’t believe his own government’s
report last week warning of massive economic losses
if carbon emissions continue to feed climate change
unchecked. “I don’t believe it,” Trump said at the
White House, adding that the United States would not
take measures to cut emissions if the same was not
done in other countries. Trump said he had read
“some” of the report and that it was “fine.”

However, he rejected the
central warning in the
National Climate
Assessment, which said
there will be hundreds of
billions of dollars in losses
by the end of the century
due to climate change
“without substantial and
sustained global mitiga-
tion.” “No, no, I don’t
believe it,” he repeated.
“You’re going to have to
have China and Japan and
all of Asia and all of these other countries, you know.
It addresses our country,” he said.

“Right now, we’re at the cleanest we’ve ever been.
And that’s very important to me. But if we’re clean, but
every other place on Earth is dirty, that’s not so good.
So I want clean air, I want clean water, very impor-
tant.” According to the report, released Friday, “with
continued growth in emissions at historic rates, annual
losses in some economic sectors are projected to
reach hundreds of billions of dollars by the end of the

century-more than the current gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) of many US states.”

Growing losses
“Without substantial and sustained global mitigation

and regional adaptation efforts, climate change is
expected to cause growing losses to American infra-
structure and property and impede the rate of economic
growth over this century,” it said. The effects will spill

into global trade, hitting
import and export prices and
US businesses with overseas
operations and supply
chains, it added. Compiled by
more than 300 scientists, the
Fourth National Climate
Assessment Volume II is a
congressionally-mandated
report that spans more than
1,000 pages.

Trump has long said he
distrusts the consensus by
nearly al l  the world’s

respected climate scientists on the link between
human activity and rising temperatures, as well as oth-
er damaging climate change phenomena. Since
becoming president in 2016, he has pulled the United
States out of the international Paris Agreement on
attempting to bring down global temperatures, and
torn up a raft of environmental protection laws, saying
the US economy needs the boost.

In October, Trump said during a visit to inspect
hurricane damage in the southern state of Georgia

that climate change “is going to go back and forth,”
rather than be permanent. He also gave a lukewarm
reaction to publication of a major UN report warning
in October of global warming-caused chaos, saying “I

want to look who drew it, you know, which groups
drew it, because I can give you reports that are fabu-
lous and I can give you reports that aren’t  so
good.”—AFP 

Trump focuses on clean air, water; distrusts climate change theory

Trump says doesn’t believe own 
government’s climate warning

MISSISSIPPI: US President Donald Trump delivers remarks as fake snow falls at a Make America Great
Again rally in Biloxi, Mississippi. —AFP

Social media
spreads hope 
and fear among 
Central America
migrants
SAN SALVADOR: As a group of
migrants prepare to form a new caravan
to set out from El Salvador for the prom-
ised land of the United States, eager
participants exchange messages over
social media. How will they cross the
border? What should they bring?
Mothers and their children, youngsters
fleeing violent gangs, men hoping to find
a way to feed their families: the caravan
attracts all sorts. As soon as one caravan
leaves, plans for the next one swamp
social media. Hundreds of interested
parties fire off questions, engage in dis-
cussions or share their hopes and fears. 

“My aim is to reach the United States.
In the caravan, no one will be able to
touch me,” said one rasping voice in an
audio post on a chat for the last caravan
to leave El Salvador. The day before it
departed, migrants spent the night on
the El Salvador del Mundo square in the
capital San Salvador, a place dominated
by a huge column upon which Jesus

stands atop a globe. Since October,
more than 5,000 central American
migrants have set out on the long, ardu-
ous journey of thousands of kilometers,
either by foot, bus or hitch-hiking north-
wards towards the US.

‘It’s safer in the caravan’
“I found out about the caravan on

Facebook. Someone posted a link in a
WhatsApp chat,” a 38-year-old widow
with children aged 11 and 13, told AFP.
“People exchange information, there
are no leaders.” Her face shaded by a
baseball cap, she refuses to give her
name for fear that gangs will harass
her. They might one day have their
eyes on her eldest, a pretty brunette
with long, curly hair. These gangs
strike fear across not just El Salvador
but the whole central American region,
whether by murder, forcing boys to
join them or raping girls.

The widow quit her $6-a-day job
making corn tortillas to join the cara-
van. She has no other way of trying to
reach the US. “We poor people, we
don’t have the $8,000 that a coyote
demands,” she says, referring to peo-
ple smugglers. “It’s also safer in the
caravan,” she adds. Another mother
was forced to abandon her house
under threats from gangsters who had
already kidnapped her husband. 

The 39-year-old said the caravan
offered an opportunity to give her 12-

and 14-year-old sons “a better future.”
On the El Salvador del Mundo square,
families gathered with children in tow to
witness the official decorating of the
city’s Christmas tree amid fireworks and
singing. Few people took any interest in
the migrants, easily recognizable among
the throng by their meagre backpacks.

Lies and lack of solidarity
Following the lead of 2,000 migrants

who left Honduras on October 13, an

initial group of 400 Salvadorans set off
on October 28. Three days later, their
numbers had swelled four-fold, some
alerted to the possibil ity through
Facebook pages such as “El Salvador
emigrates for a better future,” which
has been liked more than 4,000 times.
By November 18, though, there were
barely 200 left among them as the rest
had given up walking and stumped up
the $5 necessary to take a bus to
Guatemala. —AFP

SAN SALVADOR: Women march during the commemoration of the International
Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, in San Salvador. —AFP

S African MPs seek 
end of captive lion 
trophy hunting
JOHANNESBURG: South African law-
makers will seek to end the breeding of
lions for trophy hunting and the trade in
their bones, setting parliament on a colli-
sion course with a powerful industry.
South Africa has as many as 8,000 lions in
captivity being bred for hunting, the bone
trade, tourism and academic research,
according to estimates by wildlife groups.
By contrast there are just 3,000 lions in
the wild, living in the country’s national
parks where hunting is prohibited.

Trophy hunting is a $36-million industry,
but parliamentarians have been embold-
ened by high-profile global campaigns to
push for its demise. A committee of law-
makers responsible for overseeing environ-
mental affairs recommended on November
12 that the government reconsider the rules
governing the breeding of captive lions for
hunting and bone harvesting. 

The global trade of body parts from
lions killed in the wild is banned by inter-
national treaties-but permitted for animals
bred in captivity. The MPs resolved that
ministers should review the issue “with a

view to putting an end to this practice”.
The decision followed two days of crunch
talks between MPs, breeders and animal
welfare campaigners.

Damage to brand South Africa
Lawmakers also want the govern-

ment to “reconsider” its recent decision
to nearly double to 1,500 the quota of
lion skeletons that can be legally traded
this year. In the past decade South
Africa has exported the big cat bones
to Laos, Thailand, Vietnam and other
markets in Southeast Asia for use in
jewelry as well  as their supposed
medicinal properties.

“South Africa is allowing a practice
that everybody is turning their backs to.
We need to find a solution as a country to
improve the situation,” said parliament’s
environment committee chief Phillemon
Mapulane. He added that the country’s
strong reputation for conservation was
being compromised by the situation. “(It
undermines) broader conservation, but
(benefits) a small number of breeders
without proper scientific or conservation
basis,” said Mapulane.

“The industry is doing serious damage
to brand South Africa.” Derek Hanekom,
who was acting minister for environmental
affairs when parliament made its recom-
mendations, told AFP he would appoint a

special task force to examine animal
breeding rules. “We are finalizing the
terms of reference of the panel that will
investigate and make recommendations on
these issues,” he said.

The practice of hunting lions raised in
captivity has long been controversial in
South Africa where a large number of ani-
mals are confined to pens ringed with

electric fences. But former environment
minister Edna Molewa, who died earlier
this year, warned that changing the rules
risked creating a situation in which “thou-
sands of lions will have no value and there
will be no income”. She also warned that
jobs could be lost if the country’s nearly
300 lion breeding facilities were closed
and the trade banned. —AFP

PRETORIA: In this file photo a lion and two lionesses rest at Lions Park, near
Pretoria. —AFP
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Ex-Trump aide 
violates plea 
agreement by lying
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s former campaign
chairman Paul Manafort violated his plea agreement by
lying to investigators, prosecutors said Monday, as
another former aide began serving a jail sentence for

making false statements to the FBI. Manafort had agreed
to cooperate with special counsel Robert Mueller’s
investigation of possible collusion between the Trump
campaign and Russia as part of a plea deal in September.

“After signing the plea agreement, Manafort com-
mitted federal crimes by lying to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Special Counsel’s Office on a
variety of subject matters, which constitute breaches
of the agreement,” prosecutors said in a court filing.
“A breach relieves the government of any obligations
it has under the agreement.” In the same joint status
report filing, Manafort’s legal team pushed back

against the government’s assertion.
“Manafort has provided information to the govern-

ment in an effort to live up to his cooperation obliga-
tions,” it said. “He believes he has provided truthful infor-
mation and does not agree with the government’s char-
acterization or that he has breached the agreement.”
Manafort, who worked for the Trump campaign for near-
ly six months in the middle of 2016, agreed to plead
guilty to one count of conspiracy against the United
States and another count of obstruction of justice in a
deal to avert a second trial on money laundering and ille-
gal lobbying charges. —AFP


