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Dortmund football 
team bus bomber 
faces verdict
DORTMUND: A Russian-born
German man who launched a shrapnel
bomb attack on the team bus of foot-
ball club Borussia Dortmund last year,
wounding two people, faces his ver-
dict and sentence yesterday. Sergej
Wenergold, 29, had hoped to profit
financially from the attack by betting
on an anticipated plunge in the club’s
stock market value, say prosecutors.
The court  in  the western c i ty of
Dortmund will have to decide whether
he is guilty of 28 counts of attempted
murder, which would carry a maximum
term of life in prison.

The trained electrician also faces
charges of causing an explosion and
two counts of causing serious injury, as
the blasts wounded Spanish defender
Marc Bartra and a police officer on a
motorcycle. After an 11-month trial, jus-
tice Peter Windgaetter was expected to
announce the verdict around 2pm local
time. Wenergold had stayed in the same
hotel as the team when he launched the
attack on April 11, 2017 as the bus was
heading for a Champions’ League

match against Monaco.
He had hidden in a hedge three

explosive devices, each of which con-
tained up to a kilogram of a hydrogen
peroxide mixture and about 65 ciga-
rette-sized metal bolts. Wenergold had
left letters suggesting an Islamist terror-
ist motive at the scene, sparking initial
alarm about a possible jihadist attack.

Market gamble
Wenergold’s defense lawyer Carl

Heydenreich said his client had hoped to
spark panic and terror, not to wound or kill
people, and asked for lenient punishment
well below 10 years’ prison. Heydenreich
blamed the defendant’s “narcissistic per-
sonality” and told the court Wenergold
had wanted to “commit the perfect crime
to please his ego-he wanted the gains
without doing harm”. Prosecutors called
this claim “nonsense” and argued that the
defendant had aimed to kill as many play-
ers as possible.

Wenergold had bought put options and
contracts worth some 26,000 euros —
essentially a bet on the club’s share price
falling-and had hoped to gain half a million
euros, said prosecutors. The defendant
reportedly drew attention to himself at the
hotel, first by insisting on a window room
facing the front and then, in the chaos after
the blasts, by calmly walking into its
restaurant to order a steak. Police arrested

Wenergold 10 days after the attack. 
Several players of Borussia

Dortmund, the current Bundesliga lead-
ers, gave emotional testimony during
the trial about the trauma they suffered.
A day after the attack, Dortmund
played their postponed game against
Monaco and lost, prompting then coach
Thomas Tuchel to rail against UEFA for
not giving the players time to come to

terms with their fear before returning to
the pitch.

Wenergold, who confessed to the
attack in January, voiced his regret last
week when he told the court: “I would
like to apologize to everybody.” If found
guilty, Wenergold faces a maximum term
of life in prison, although in Germany
parole is usually granted after 15
years.—AFP

Indonesia’s new 
‘heresy app’ 
draws fire
JAKARTA: A new Indonesian govern-
ment app that lets the public report sus-
pected cases of religious heresy is draw-
ing fire as rights groups warn it could
aggravate persecution of minorities in
the world’s biggest Muslim-majority
nation.  Users of the app can report
groups practicing unrecognized faiths or
unorthodox interpretations of
Indonesia’s six officially recognized reli-
gions, including Islam, Hinduism,
Christianity and Buddhism. 

“Smart Pakem”, which was launched
Sunday and is available for free in the
Google Play store, was created by the
Jakarta Prosecutor’s Office, which said it
would help educate the public and mod-
ernize the current reporting process. The
app will also list religious edicts and
blacklisted organizations and will allow

users to file complaints instantaneously,
instead going through the often cumber-
some process of submitting a written
accusation to a government office.

“The objective...is to provide easier
access to information about the spread
of beliefs in Indonesia, to educate the
public and to prevent them from follow-
ing doctrines from an individual or a
group that are not in line with the regu-
lations,” Nirwan Nawawi, a spokesman
for the prosecutor’s office, told AFP in a
statement.

However, rights groups fear the appli-
cation could be misused by increasingly
powerful hardline Islamic groups and
widen divisions in a country where
harassment of religious and other
minorities is not uncommon. “This is
going from bad to worse-another dan-
gerous step to discriminate religious
minorities in Indonesia,” said Human
Rights Watch researcher Andreas
Harsono.

Bonar Tigor Naipospos, vice chair-
man of rights group Setara Institute,
added: “This is dangerous because if
mainstream society doesn’t like (a
group) they’ll report them through the

application-this will create problems.”
Hundreds of thousands of people across
the sprawling Southeast Asian archipela-
go who adhere to non-recognized ani-
mist and mystical faiths have long suf-
fered discrimination and limited access
to public services.

This year an angry mob rampaged
through a small community of the
Ahmadiyya Islamic minority on the
island of Lombok, destroying homes and
forcing dozens of members to flee.  The
religious sect has been declared hereti-
cal by the Indonesian Ulema
Counci(MUI). Indonesia, a 17,000 island
archipelago nation, is often touted for its
diversity and religious tolerance, but it
has a wide-ranging blasphemy law that
has sparked a backlash.

Criticizing religion-particularly Islam,
which is followed by nearly 90 percent
of Indonesia’s 260 million citizens-can
land offenders in jail. This summer, an
ethnic Chinese Buddhist was jailed for
insulting Islam after asking her neigh-
borhood mosque to lower its sound sys-
tem during the daily call to prayer
because she found it too loud. Her jailing
was widely criticized. —AFP

JAKARTA: An Indonesian woman shows a
newly launched smartphone application
called ‘Smart Pakem’ of Jakarta’s prose-
cutor office in Jakarta. —AFP

Stranded Syrian 
refugee leaves 
airport for Canada
KUALA LUMPUR: A Syrian refugee who spent several
months in limbo in a budget terminal at a Malaysian air-
port has been granted permanent residency by Canada
and is en route to Vancouver, his lawyer said yesterday.
Hassan al-Kontar’s plight became widely known after he
shared posts on social media that showed him surviving
on donated airline meals, washing and giving himself a
haircut in the toilets at Kuala Lumpur International
Airport’s Terminal 2.

He had been stuck since March-blocked from enter-
ing Malaysia because of visa issues and barred from
travelling to other countries, and was detained last month
by immigration officials. “I know I look like someone who
ran from the stone, middle ages. I’m sorry for that,” the
smiling 36-year-old said in a Twitter video Monday,
looking tired and stroking his bushy beard.  “For the last
eight years, it was hard, long journey. The last ten months,
it was very hard and cold.”

After Kontar’s arrest, Malaysian officials had said they
were going to work with Syrian authorities to deport him
back to his war-torn homeland. But Kontar’s lawyer
Andrew Brouwer said they brought the Syrian directly to
the Kuala Lumpur airport on Monday before he was put
on a Vancouver-bound flight. Brouwer said his client was
recognized by Canada as a refugee and was granted
permanent residency under the country’s refugee spon-
sorship program.

“We were of course very pleased that Malaysia
appeared to agree and abide by international law,” he
said. Malaysia’s immigration office said in a statement
Tuesday that it had held talks “on the basis of concern
and humanity... with the embassy of the country that
agreed to receive his relocation,” without naming
Canada. In the video on his Twitter account Kontar said
he was in transit in Taiwan and that he would be reaching
his “final destination” the following day. —AFP

CHARLOTTESVILLE, United States: An American
neo-Nazi went on trial  for murder Monday for
allegedly ramming his car into counter-protesters at a
2017 white supremacist rally that made the city of
Charlottesville a byword for rising racial tensions
under President Donald Trump. Suspect James Fields
sat wordlessly through the proceedings as Judge
Richard Moore informed the court he had pleaded not
guilty to all charges related to the deadly rampage in
August 2017.

The 21-year-old is charged with first-degree murder
over the death of Heather Heyer, a 32-year-old paralegal
and social activist, as well as hit-and-run charges and
eight counts of causing seri-
ous injury with his black
Dodge Challenger during the
“Unite the Right” protest.
Offering a hint into their strat-
egy, Fields’ legal team asked
prospective jurors Monday
whether they thought violence
was ever permissible in self-
defense, according to an
activist who was present.

The rampage in Virginia
highlighted the growing
audacity of the far right under Trump, whose rhetoric
and policies are blamed by critics for a spike in racist
and anti-Semitic violence. The president drew broad
criticism following the attack when he spoke of “blame
on both sides,” and appeared to establish a moral
equivalence between the white supremacists who came
to the liberal university city to protest the removal of a
Confederate statue, and those who opposed them.

Jury selection is expected to last around two days,
with the ful l  trial  penciled in to last unti l  mid-
December. The precincts of the courthouse were quiet

but police had put up water-filled barriers around the
building, anticipating crowds later in the week, and
four armed officers stood guard.  If convicted of first
degree murder Fields faces 20 years to life in prison. 

Fields has been separately charged with, and
pleaded not guilty to, federal hate crimes including
one offense which carries the death penalty. A trial
date has not yet been set for that case, and prosecu-
tors have not indicated whether they will seek the
maximum punishment.

Hitler obsessed
The Unite the Right rally was organized by white

nationalists Jason Kessler
and Richard Spencer to
protest the removal of a stat-
ue of Robert E. Lee, the top
general of the pro-slavery
Confederacy during the
1861-1865 American Civil
War. The protest saw hun-
dreds of neo-Nazi sympa-
thizers, accompanied by
rifle-carrying men, yelling
white nationalist slogans and
wielding flaming torches in

scenes eerily reminiscent of racist rallies held in the
US South before the Civil Rights movement of the
1950s and 60s.

On the second day of demonstrations, August 12,
fighting broke out between neo-Nazi supporters and
anti-fascists from a black-clad group called Antifa.
The violence culminated with Fields’ alleged attack.
According to his federal hate crimes indictment, Fields
had multiple social media accounts where he
expressed support for white supremacism as well as
the racial policies of Adolf Hitler and the Third Reich,

and advocated violence against black people and
Jews. The Toledo Blade, a local newspaper from Ohio
where Fields lived, reported he enlisted in the army in
August 2015, but was discharged in December “due to
a failure to meet training standards.” The specter of
violence by right-wing extremists was once more in
the spotlight last month when Cesar Sayoc, a Trump

mega-fan, sent 15 pipe bombs to the president’s polit-
ical opponents and media critics.

On October 27, Robert Bowers was accused of
slaughtering 11 people in a Pittsburgh synagogue,
shouting “All Jews must die” before opening fire with
his arsenal of guns in the worst anti-Semitic attack in
modern US history.—AFP

If convicted, Fields to face 20 years to life in prison

Neo-Nazi on trial over deadly 
Charlottesville car rampage

CHARLOTTESVILLE:  A view of a memorial to Heather Heyer and the other victims of last year’s hit and
run is seen, while a few blocks away the first day of jury selection for James Fields’s murder trial takes
place at the Charlottesville Circuit Court, in Charlottesville, Virginia. —AFP
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Survivor recounts 
terror of Uganda 
party boat disaster
MUTIMA: Before Alex Niyonzima was pitched into the lake
waters, before other partygoers fell on top of him driving him
deep below the surface, before drowning hands grabbed at
his body, there had been a moment’s lull. Niyonzima hung
from a table welded to the deck as the boat paused mid-way
through its turtling roll on Saturday night, in Uganda’s Lake
Victoria. “I was holding onto the table but the floor was
where the wall had been,” he said.

All around him people were screaming, “holding onto
chairs, guardrails, each other.” Then the boat lurched again. “I
was at the lowest end when the boat flipped so all the people
above fell on me,” the tall, heavyset 44-year-old said. Below
the waves now, Niyonzima believed he would die.
“Somebody grabbed my neck, I pushed them away. Another
person grabbed my shoulder and I pushed them. I could feel
from his hands it was a man,” he said. “A girl grabbed my life
jacket and ripped it.” “I was panicking that people were
going to strangle me down there.”  Niyonzima forced himself
to the surface and swam the roughly 200 meters to shore.
“When I felt the sand below my feet I realized that I had
saved my life,” he said. “I was lucky.”

Party atmosphere
At least 32 of his fellow passengers died that evening, but

with just 27 survivors and estimates that around 100 people
were aboard, the toll is expected to jump when rescuers recov-
er the vessel. Most of the victims were young, affluent
Ugandans enjoying a raucous end-of-year party thrown annu-
ally by businessman Freeman Kiyimba, according to Niyonzima.
As afternoon turned to dusk the onboard DJ kept the music
pumping while the drinks flowed and the revellers danced.

“It was a party atmosphere,” Niyonzima said. “Lots of free
drinks: whiskies, Baileys, Amarula and everything else you
can think of.” There were signs of the danger to come, how-
ever. Many of the partygoers ignored a police officer’s warn-
ing to wear life jackets: people wanted to flaunt their clothes,
not cover them up with unflattering buoyancy aids. Then, as
the boat left shore-the MV K-Palm, a bright blue converted
fishing vessel with a distinctive shark’s teeth decal on the
bow-the engine screeched loudly. —AFP

Sanders signals 
possible 2020 
presidential run
WASHINGTON: Bernie Sanders is talking and acting like a
once and future US presidential candidate, telling a maga-
zine he will “probably run” in 2020 if he sees himself as the
Democrats’ best chance to defeat Donald Trump. The popu-
lar US senator and self-declared Democratic socialist also
has just written a book, entitled “Where We Go from Here,”
that lands Tuesday, the same night he delivers a speech at
George Washington University in the capital.

Sanders, 77, launched an extraordinary run for the 2016
Democratic nomination, and while he came up short against
Hillary Clinton many Sanders supporters express confidence
that he could have beaten Trump for the White House.
Sanders said he still believes his ideas are best for the nation,
but is not openly campaigning for the nomination. 

“I’m not one of those sons of multimillionaires whose par-
ents told them they were going to become president of the
United States,” he told New York magazine in a piece released
late Sunday. “I don’t wake up in the morning with any burning
desire that I have to be president.” Sanders is widely thought
to have popularized liberal positions such as Medicare for all,
in which the national health insurance for people 65 and over
is expanded to everyone, and a $15 minimum wage.

And who else would be as effective a messenger for such
a platform as Sanders himself? “If there’s somebody else
who appears who can, for whatever reason, do a better job
than me, I’ll work my ass off to elect him or her,” he said. But
“if it turns out that I am the best candidate to beat Donald
Trump, then I will probably run,” Sanders added. —AFP

DORTMUND: Defendant Sergej W, center, arrives in the courtroom for the verdict
in his trial in Dortmund, western Germany. —AFP


