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No double punishment for 
traffic violators, MoI says 

Residents decry dumping 
of garbage in Mahboula 

#MeToo era: Theologians 
publish ‘Women’s Bible’54 19

Assembly refers PM’s grilling to 
Legal and Legislative committee

Opposition fumes over alleged mishandling of rains

Wizards overcome Harden’s 54 
points; Durant explodes for 4928

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah (center) gives a speech during a parliamentary session
at the National Assembly in Kuwait City yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: As expected, the National Assembly yes-
terday voted to refer an opposition-sponsored grilling
against HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah over alleged mishandling of rains to
the Assembly’s Legal and Legislative committee to
review if it was constitutional. Forty-one MPs, includ-
ing all the 15 Cabinet ministers present, voted in favor
of the request made by the prime minister himself,
complaining that the grilling violated the constitution.
Twenty MPs voted against the referral while two law-
makers did not vote.

The decision was made following a debate in the
house between pro-government MPs, who supported
asking the legal committee to examine the grilling, and
opposition lawmakers who said it was an illegal meas-
ure. The prime minister began the debate by telling the
Assembly that the grilling was not in line with the con-
stitution because it failed to name any minister respon-
sible for the rains and held the prime minister directly
responsible, which violates the constitution.

He also said that the premier is responsible for
working out and implementing main government poli-
cies and plans and should not be held directly respon-
sible for services’ shortcomings for which Cabinet
ministers are responsible. After that, Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanem allowed two supporters and two oppo-

nents of the motion to speak. MPs Riyadh Al-Adasani
and Abdulkarim Al-Kundari spoke against the motion
saying that such a request is against Kuwaiti law and
the constitution and also against established parlia-
mentary practices.

Kundari said the motion is an attempt by the govern-
ment to bypass the law, escape being questioned in the
National Assembly and protect the prime minister
against grillings. He insisted that the move was an
attempt by the government to block the implementation
of the most potent constitutional tools. But MPs Awdah
Al-Awdah and Mubarak Al-Harees, who spoke in sup-
port of the move, said this was the proper action to
allow the legal committee to examine if the grilling was
in line with the constitution or not.

The two lawmakers recalled that the griller, MP
Shuaib Al-Muwaizri had himself supported similar
moves in the past and that he had urged lawmakers
against grilling the prime minister directly when he
himself was a Cabinet minister in 2012. After the deci-
sion, Ghanem, who supported the motion, said he
implemented the law by giving two supporters and two
opponents the right to explain their viewpoints on the
issue. He said the committee will meet and review the
constitutional position of the grilling and whether it is
legally adequate to grill the prime minister over this
particular issue.

Continued on Page 24

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) announced yester-
day that the body of the missing dead
worker who was lost under the debris
of collapsed shelves in a warehouse

belonging to a major company in the
Salmi area has been found. The 46-
year-old Indian worker’s body was
found yesterday morning, under tons
of goods that were stored on the
shelves, which collapsed on Sunday,
KFSD said in a press statement. The
body was found after a great effort
made by the fire brigades to search for
him amidst precarious conditions that
required careful care during the search
operations.

Missing dead 
worker found

KOLKATA: A passenger was taken off an Indian plane
and detained for questioning after he posted a photo of
himself on Snapchat alongside the word “terrorist”, offi-
cials said yesterday. Yogvedant Poddar, 21, was removed
from the Jet Airways flight after a passenger spotted
him typing “Terrorist on flight, I destroy women’s
hearts” into his phone.

The caption accompanied a photo he had taken of him-
self which showed half of his face covered with a handker-
chief, Kolkata deputy police commissioner Avvaru
Ravindranath said. Irish national Benjamin Plackett was sit-
ting behind Poddar on the Monday Kolkata to Mumbai
service flight and alerted the cabin crew as the plane was
being prepared for take-off.

Poddar was taken off the flight and detained for almost
ten hours before being let go without charge,
Ravindranath said. “We questioned him extensively. We
found no terror link. It was a message that was meant
exclusively for his friends and was not intended to threat-
en or hurt anyone,” said the police official. Jet Airways
said in a statement that a passenger had been “deplaned
for security reasons”. 

Continued on Page 24

Snapchat selfie 
sparks terror 
scare on flight

PASADENA: Cheers and applause erupted at
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory on Monday
as a waist-high unmanned lander, called InSight,
touched down on Mars, capping a nearly sev-
en-year journey from design to launch to land-
ing. The dramatic arrival of the $993 million
spacecraft-designed to listen for quakes and
tremors as a way to unveil the Red Planet’s
inner mysteries, how it formed billions of years
ago and, by extension, how other rocky planets
like Earth took shape-marked the eighth suc-
cessful landing on Mars in NASA’s history. 

“Touchdown confirmed,” a mission control
operator at NASA said, as pent-up anxiety and
excitement surged through the room, and
dozens of scientists leapt from their seats to
embrace each other. “It was intense and you
could feel the emotion,” said NASA administra-
tor Jim Bridenstine, in an interview on NASA
television afterward. Bridenstine also said
President Donald Trump and Vice President
Mike Pence had watched on television and
called to congratulate the US space agency for
its hard work.

“Ultimately, the day is coming when we land
humans on Mars,” Bridenstine said, adding that
the goal is to do so by the mid 2030s. The vehi-
cle appeared to be in good shape, according to
the first communications received from the

Martian surface. But as expected, the dust
kicked up during the landing obscured the first
picture InSight sent back, which was heavily
flecked. France’s Centre National d’Etudes 

Continued on Page 24

Cheers as Mars 
InSight lands on 
the Red Planet

IN SPACE: Photo shows a view from NASA’s InSight lander after it touched down on the surface
of Mars. — AFP 

PHNOM PENH: Afghanistan’s worst drought in
decades has driven tens of thousands of people from
their homes and is pushing families to marry off their
children in exchange for dowries in order to survive,
the United Nations said yesterday. About 223,000
people have been uprooted from their homes in the
drought-hit western provinces of Herat, Badghis and
Ghor this year, according to the UN children’s
agency (UNICEF). The UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) said Afghan families have been
skipping meals, selling off livestock and moving to
cities where it is easier to access aid and services.

Some displaced families are taking even more
drastic measures, according to UNICEF, which
documented 161 child betrothals or marriages in
Herat and Badghis between July and October. Of
those, 155 were girls and six were boys. “The
drought is the worst in decades,” UNICEF spokes-
woman Alison Parker told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. “Children are becoming the collateral.”
Families receive a bride price that can ease their 

Continued on Page 24

Drought driving 
Afghans to marry 
off their children 

SAN FRANCISCO: Alphabet Inc’s Google in May
introduced a slick feature for Gmail that automatically
completes sentences for users as they type. Tap out “I
love” and Gmail might propose “you” or “it.” But users
are out of luck if the object of their affection is “him” or
“her.” Google’s technology will not suggest gender-
based pronouns because the risk is too high that its
“Smart Compose” technology might predict someone’s
sex or gender identity incorrectly and offend users,
product leaders revealed to Reuters in interviews.

Gmail product manager Paul Lambert said a compa-
ny research scientist discovered the problem in January
when he typed “I am meeting an investor next week,”
and Smart Compose suggested a possible follow-up
question: “Do you want to meet him?” instead of “her.”
Consumers have become accustomed to embarrassing
gaffes from autocorrect on smartphones. But Google
refused to take chances at a time when gender issues
are reshaping politics and society, and critics are scru-
tinizing potential biases in artificial intelligence like

never before. “Not all ‘screw ups’ are equal,” Lambert
said. Gender is a “a big, big thing” to get wrong.

Getting Smart Compose right could be good for
business. Demonstrating that Google understands the
nuances of AI better than competitors is part of the
company’s strategy to build affinity for its brand and
attract customers to its AI-powered cloud computing
tools, advertising services and hardware. Gmail has 1.5
billion users, and Lambert said Smart Compose assists
on 11 percent of messages worldwide sent from
Gmail.com, where the feature first launched.

Smart Compose is an example of what AI developers
call natural language generation (NLG), in which com-
puters learn to write sentences by studying patterns
and relationships between words in literature, emails

Continued on Page 24
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NANTES: Logos of US multinational technology company
Google are displayed on computers’ screens. —AFP 
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Amir to patronize, attend Jaber
Al-Ahmad Hospital’s opening today

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is set to patronize and attend the open-
ing ceremony of Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital at 10:30 am
today. In other news, His Highness the Amir received yes-
terday at Bayan Palace His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also
received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad at
Bayan Palace.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir received President of
the Higher Judicial Council, President of the Court of
Cassation, President of the Constitutional Court, Chairman
of Kuwait’s Supreme Council Yousef Jassem Al-Mutawaa
and President of the Supreme Judicial Council of the
Republic of Iraq Faiq Zaidan Al-Aboudi. His Highness the
Amir also received former President of Iraq’s Kurdistan
region Masoud Barzani. Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah attended the meetings.

In the meantime, Barzani received yesterday the ex-
director general of the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED), Abdulwahab Ahmad Al-Bader.
Furthermore, Barzani visited Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Cultural Center, where he inspected the halls, the diverse
theatres and the state-of-art equipment at this iconic,
national cultural site. He was accompanied by the head of
the honorary mission, Amiri Diwan Advisor Khaled Yousef
Al-Flaij. — KUNA

Amir receives local figures, former president of Iraq’s Kurdistan 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Chairman of Kuwait’s Supreme Council Yousef Jassem Al-Mutawaa and President of
the Supreme Judicial Council of the Republic of Iraq Faiq Zaidan Al-Aboudi. — Amiri Diwan photos

Amir patronizes
Global
Informatics’
Forum
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
patronized yesterday the inauguration of
the 2018 Global Informatics’ Forum at
Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST). His Highness depu-
tized Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister for
Amiri Diwan affairs, to attend the event.

In a speech, Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah said the forum mirrors His
Highness the Amir’s vision to turn
Kuwait into a highly-advanced techno-
logical hub, as well as a regional finan-
cial and commercial one. A wide plat-
form; that what this forum is, where the
world elite in digitization of finance
meet, he pointed out.

Meanwhile, GUST Deputy Chairman
for Academic Affairs Dr Salah Al-
Sharhan said the forum would prepare

Kuwait to be at the center of global digi-
tization and a pedestal for launching sci-
entific breakthroughs; the cornerstones
of the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR),
which is characterized by a fusion of
technologies of cyber-physical systems.
Hassan Al-Hamadi, member of the
forum’s organizing committee, said in
another speech that the business and
finance sector has a major impact on the
society’s economics and vibrancy. The
forum’s theme of ‘digitization and eco-
nomic change’ sheds light on digital
technologies in the business sector, as
well as startups. — KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with
former President of Iraq’s Kurdistan region Masoud Barzani.

Former President of Iraq’s Kurdistan region Masoud Barzani meets with ex-
director general of KFAED Abdulwahab Ahmad Al-Bader.

Former President of Iraq’s Kurdistan region Masoud Barzani tours the Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center.

Gulf Bank sponsors
INJAZ Al-Arab’s
regional competition 
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank is sponsoring the 12th Annual Young Arab
Entrepreneurs Competition for the third consecutive year. INJAZ Al-
Arab’s regional competition will be hosted in Kuwait, under the patronage
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. This
year’s edition of the annual event will see 80 students from 11 countries
across the MENA region compete over 12 award categories.

Platinum sponsors of the event, Gulf Bank is also the top contributor of
volunteers, with a total of 234 employees taking part. To date, Gulf Bank
has participated in four INJAZ Al-Arab programs, 47 INJAZ Kuwait Job
Shadow Days, 69 INJAZ Kuwait Innovation Camps and 120 INJAZ Kuwait
Entrepreneurship Master Class workshops. The bank’s volunteers have

positively impacted over 1,800 students. 
Ahmad Al-Amir, Assistant General

Manager for External Communications,
Gulf Bank, said: “Gulf Bank is delighted to
be continuing our strategic partnership
with INJAZ Kuwait, to support the next
generation of entrepreneurs through train-
ing, mentorship and opportunities. The
bank has a long-standing history of sup-
porting Kuwait’s youth and development,
aligning with the competition’s mission to
nurture the entrepreneurial skills of the
Arab youth and help create future job
opportunities leading to an empowered
society.”

The Bank continues to sponsor INJAZ
Kuwait as part of its commitment to
encourage and develop professional busi-

ness skills amongst youth. INJAZ Kuwait is a non-profit organization ded-
icated to the advancement of young business talent.

Gulf Bank 
launches AJYAL 
5 development
program 
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has launched the fifth edi-
tion of its signature AJYAL development pro-
gram for the fifth consecutive year. The pro-
gram, now in its
fifth edition, will
take place over a
six-month peri-
od, with a new
generation of
Gulf Bank staff
trainees, who
have been with
the bank
between 1-4
years. The pro-
gram will see the
trainees develop
and refine a
number of key
banking skills,
aiding in their
development, and unleashing growth potential
both personally and professionally. The orienta-
tion session for the program was held at GUST
University, in the presence of Gulf Bank senior
management who wished this year’s participants
good luck in the program and their careers at
the bank. 

Commenting on the program, General
Manager of Human Resources Salma Al-Hajjaj
stated, “AJYAL is a program that we are contin-
uously upgrading and enhancing, and we are
proud of the many success stories that have
emerged over the years.” She further added,
“The program has shown us that, when taking
into consideration the banking landscape,
equipping national talent with the technical
know-how and social skills empowers them to
rising to challenges and exceed our expecta-
tions.”  In addition to the program’s orientation,

Gulf Bank launched the second edition of its
AJYAL mentorship program. The mentorship
program sees past graduates become mentors
to the current generation of inductees, helping
them navigate the program and providing
insight into the program’s expectations in order
to advance their careers at the bank.

Commenting on the purpose of the mentor-
ship program, Assistant General Manager
Human Resources Jennah Al-Mattar said, “In

dealing with millennials there is a proven value
in providing them with peer-to-peer mentoring
to better understand concepts.  The objective of
our mentorship program is to help and guide
mentees through the program. Allowing them to
gain insights and learn from the experiences of
mentors who have successfully completed pro-
gram. Ultimately, this program builds valuable
relations to strengthen their careers and net-
working within the bank.” 

Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah visits an exhibition held
on the sidelines of the forum. 

Chairwoman of Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Informatics Award’s Board of Trustees Sheikha
Aida Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah honors Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah. 

KUWAIT: Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah delivers a
speech at the 2018 Global Informatics’
Forum. — Amiri Diwan photos Ahmad Al-Amir

Salma Al-Hajjaj

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank’s AJYAL development program recruits.



BRUSSELS: The State of Kuwait and the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
took another significant step to strengthen
their cooperation following the official
opening of Kuwait’s mission inside NATO
headquarters in Brussels on Monday. The
mission was inaugurated by Kuwait’s
Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
and NATO’s Assistant Secretary General
for Political Affairs and Security Policy,
Ambassador Alejandro Alvargonzalez.

“This mission in NATO will contribute
to strengthening the relationship between
the State of Kuwait and NATO and we
are keen in Kuwait to strengthen this
relationship,” Jarallah said after the open-
ing ceremony. He noted that the Kuwaiti
mission will be headed by Ambassador
Jassim Al-Budiawi, Ambassador of Kuwait
to the Kingdom of Belgium and the
European Union.

Regional center
Jarallah pointed out that NATO has a

regional center in Kuwait which was
financed by Kuwait and is considered to be
the best center of the 29-member NATO
alliance outside its headquarters in
Brussels. “We have strong relationships and
cooperation with NATO in terms of train-
ing, studies, research and political dia-
logue,” he stressed.

Jarallah said that Kuwait was the first

member of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) to join NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation
Initiative (ICI) which was launched in 2004
to boost cooperation with Arab Gulf coun-
tries. He also recalled the vital role played
by NATO when Kuwait was invaded and
occupied by Iraq and also in the process of
liberating the State of Kuwait. “We have
been keen to strengthen and deepen the
cooperation with NATO. We also feel that
the NATO side is also interested in the role

of the State of Kuwait in the region and
globally,” he said.

Jarallah praised the initiatives of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah aimed at calming the sit-
uation in the region and in his humanitarian
role in the region and around the world.
“We look forward to broader cooperation
and look forward to constant visits to our

NATO allies and friends. We wish success
to this cooperation between Kuwait and
NATO,” he added.

Splendid behavior
Meanwhile, Alvargonzalez said that “this

is one more step that we have taken lately
that coincides with all the efforts and all the
splendid behavior of Kuwait with NATO for
which we are very happy.” “Kuwait is host-
ing the regional center of NATO and now it

is opening its mission here and this is very
good news for us all. Kuwait is one coun-
try that exports stability and we would
like this to be continued enhancing our
cooperation and we are very happy about
that,” he said.

“Today we are rejoicing the fact that
we can be together planning for the
future,” he added. The Kuwaiti delegation
at the opening ceremony included
Assistant Foreign Minister for Europe
Affairs Waleed Al-Khubaizi and Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Deputy Foreign

Minister’s Office Ambassador Ayham Al-
Omar, and Ambassador Al-Budaiwi. 

Belgian-Kuwaiti talks
In the meantime, Jarallah held bilateral

talks with the Secretary General of the
Belgian foreign ministry Brunu Van Der
Plaijin in Brussels on Monday related with
bilateral relations and the regional situation.

Speaking to the press after the meeting,
Jarallah said they discussed various aspects
of bilateral Belgian-Kuwaiti relations. “We
stressed the importance of cooperation and
the importance of contacts between
Belgium and the state of Kuwait concerning
the bilateral relations,” he said.

“We found that there is much room and

horizon for cooperation in different sec-
tors,” he said, adding that they also
exchanged views on developments in the
region. “We found that Kuwait and Belgium
share common position in general regarding
issues in our region and we conveyed our
appreciation to our Belgian friends about
this,” he added. — KUNA
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Kuwait opens mission in NATO
to strengthen bilateral relations

Belgian-Kuwaiti talks aimed at fostering bilateral ties: Jarallah

BRUSSELS: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah and NATO’s Assistant
Secretary General for Political Affairs and Security Policy Ambassador Alejandro Alvargonzlez
cut the cake at the opening ceremony of Kuwait’s office in NATO. — KUNA photos

Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah chairs the Kuwaiti side during talks with Secretary General of the Belgian foreign min-
istry Brunu Van Der Plaijin in Brussels.

Regional center
one of the 

best of NATO 
members

Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah and NATO’s Assistant Secretary
General for Political Affairs and Security Policy Ambassador Alejandro Alvargonzlez
pose for a picture at Kuwait’s office in NATO.

Kuwait calls for
boosting UN,
regional
organizations’
cooperation
NEW YORK: Kuwait has stressed on the
need for cooperation between the UN and
regional organizations to protect world peace
and security. The remarks were made by First
Secretary in Kuwait’s permanent mission to
the UN Jawaher Ibrahim Al-Duaij Al-Sabah
during a meeting of the UN General
Assembly late Monday. She noted that the
world is facing growing and complicated
challenges especially regional conflicts. She
added that regional organizations have deep
comprehension about the nature of these
conflicts in their areas and can work with the
UN to resolve them. Meanwhile, Sabah called
for further cooperation between the UN, the
Arab League and the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation to end conflict in Palestine,
Syria, Yemen and Libya, as well as ending the
suffering of the Rohingya Muslims. She
hoped that the cooperation would expand to
also cover different fields including develop-

ment, economy, environment, culture and the
humanitarian field. 

Sea of Azov developments
In other news, a Kuwaiti diplomat said

that his country feels apprehensive towards
the worrying developments between Russia
and the Ukraine at the Sea of Azov. Speaking
to a UNSC session on Ukraine on Monday,
acting charge d’affaires at the Kuwaiti per-
manent delegation in the UN headquarters in
New York Bader Al-Menayekh urged both

countries to restrain their actions and de-
escalate the situation in accordance with UN
maritime laws and the Minsk agreements.
The Kuwaiti diplomat reiterated his country’s
respect towards the sovereignty of Ukrainian
lands and regional borders, calling on both
parties of the recent developments to abide
by UNSC resolution 2202 of 2015. Al-
Menayekh said that only dialogue would
resolve the situation in accordance with arti-
cle 33 of the UN charter and tenets of the
Minks agreements. — KUNA

NEW YORK: First Secretary in Kuwait’s permanent mission to the UN Jawaher Ibrahim Al-
Duaij Al-Sabah speaks during a meeting of the UN General Assembly. — KUNA

EU-Kuwait strategic
dialogue kicks off
BRUSSELS: The f irst  ever
Kuwaiti-European Union strategic
dialogue began in Brussels yester-
day afternoon to boost coopera-
tion in security, energy and devel-
opment between the two parties.
The Kuwaiti delegation was led by

Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled
Al-Jarallah and the EU side was
headed by Helga Maria Schmid,
Secretary General of the European
External Action Service (EEAS),
the foreign arm of the 28-member
Union. — KUNA

BRUSSELS: Officials attend the first ever Kuwaiti-European Union strategic
dialogue. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Chief of the National Guard
Sheikh Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah dis-
cussed yesterday with the visiting UK’s Senior
Defense Advisor for the Middle East Lieutenant
General Sir John Lorimer and the British Military
Attache Colonel Vinyl Mclean, cooperation between
the Guard and the British Ministry of Defense. The
National Guard said in a statement that Sheikh
Meshaal Al-Ahmad welcomed the British delegation,
conveying greetings from His Highness the Chief of

the National Guard, Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah.
Discussions with the British side tackled cooperation,
preparation of a memo designed to cement the mili-
tary cooperation, namely expertise swap, as part of
objectives outlined in the National Guard’s strategic
charter 2020 (Security First). The document stipulates
boosting cooperation with military establishments in
brotherly and friendly states. The audience was
attended by the diwan director of the National Guard
deputy chief, Major General Jamal Thiab. — KUNA

National Guard Deputy Chief discusses
cooperation with British officials

KUWAIT: Deputy Chief of the National Guard Sheikh Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with
the visiting UK’s Senior Defense Advisor for the Middle East Lieutenant General Sir John Lorimer and
the British Military Attache Colonel Vinyl Mclean. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Farm Land Company,
the exclusive distributor of the
‘President’ trademark,
announced renewing its golden
sponsorship of Horeca Kuwait
for the eighth consecutive time.
In this regard, Farm Land’s
General Director Antoine Obeid
said that Horeca Kuwait 2019 is
a must for all companies con-
cerned with food industries and
hotel equipment, urging them to
take part in this ‘golden annual
festivity.’

Obeid added that Farm Land provides best quality
products including President Cheese; one of the
world’s premiere cheese makers. He also noted that
‘President’ offers many products produced of 100
percent pure milk to prepare the most delicious dish-
es under prestigious brand names such as the fresh
Ital ian Galbani Mozzarel la, the famous French
Valbreso Feta, Societe Roquefort cheese and the
English McLaren cheddar cheese.

Obeid strongly praised the Horeca Kuwait exhibition
and its ability to attract companies specializing in hospi-
tality, food industries and hotel requirements in Kuwait,
the region and the Middle East. He also noted that Farm
Land would take part in the exhibition’s cooking compe-
tition, adding that the company’s team would provide
‘amazing surprises’ to visitors including demonstrations
of how to prepare chocolate and some desserts in
healthy ways, in addition to serving the most delicious
cheese dishes. Horeca Kuwait 2019 is organized by
Leaders Group in collaboration with Hospitality Services
Company at Kuwait International Fairgrounds in Mishref
in the period of January 14-16, 2019.

Farm Land
golden sponsor
of Horeca 2019

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Children play in puddles formed by heavy rains at the Mutlaa desert.  —  Photo by Abdulaziz Alhusaini (KUNA)

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The public prosecution is currently investi-
gating two university degrees that the Ministry of
Higher Education referred to it with suspicion of being
fake, well-informed sources said. They explained that
one of the degrees was supposedly given to a citizen
by a Syrian university in Dair Al-Zour, which had been
subject to military offensives for years now. The sec-
ond degree was also submitted to the ministry by a
citizen who received it from Egypt but held no official
attestation stamps. The sources said that the public
prosecution would interrogate ministry employees
then summoned the two concerned citizens for further
investigations. 

Trained chefs
Following the announcement of the arrival of a batch of

female domestic helpers from the Philippines and Sri
Lanka, Al-Durra Domestic Helpers Company announced
on their Twitter account the arrival of a group of ‘Indian
chefs with good experience and training on cooking
Kuwaiti dishes’ to Kuwait. 

TEC facilities
The Touristic Enterprises Company (TEC) has some

valuable facilities while some others are totally worn out,
Finance Minister Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf said, adding that the
company was currently preparing the feasibility studies
needed to develop those facilities pending contracting
specialized companies to execute the development proj-

ects. Hajraf added that the company would temporarily
continue operating on various traditional and national
occasions. He also noted that 14 percent of the company’s
employees were citizens and that the lease contracts of
most facilities were concluded and would be offered for
public bidding soon. Separately, Kuwait Municipality
Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi said that the finance ministry
was about to terminate the contract signed with the
investor at the heritage village project because of delaying
the project’s execution. 

Direct purchase
Kuwait Farmers Union’s Chairman Abdullah Al-

Dammak stressed that the tripartite committee’s deci-
sion on direct purchase of vegetables from the union’s

outlet without any mediators was in effect. Speaking
after a meeting with the Ministry of Social Affairs and
Labor’s (MSAL) assistant undersecretary for coopera-
tion affairs Abdul Aziz Sho’aib, Dammak said that
MSAL was currently preparing a new mechanism to
activate e-control on various consumer goods and
services in co-op societies and vegetable outlets,
adding that automating the service would connect co-
ops’ systems to that of the ministry to improve perform-
ance. Dammak added that automation would soon be
applied to vegetable items in collaboration with the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry and the Public
Authority for Manpower. He also stressed that 94 per-
cent of co-ops were fully committed to direct purchase
to help reduce the prices. 

Public prosecution investigates
two suspected fake degrees cases

Durra Domestic Helpers Company recruits ‘well-trained chefs’

Approval required for
dependent visas for
‘blacklisted’ nationals

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti nationals married to subjects of blacklisted coun-
tries cannot process dependent residency visas for their spouses
unless prior approval is given, Al-Anbaa reported yesterday. The new
instructions were included in circulation number 2/2018 issued by the
Interior Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for Citizenship and
Passport Affairs Major General Sheikh Faisal Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah. The
instructions also banned the issuance of dependent visas to the wives
of citizens working in any military facility, without prior approval and
regardless of the wife’s nationality. 

Natural reserve protection
Interior Ministry departments started coordination to protect

Sabah Al-Ahmad Natural Reserve from infiltrators who jump over
the wire fence and disturb the natural life inside. Al-Rai daily yester-
day quoted a source who said that the ‘repeated infiltration and
deliberate damages’ prompted the interior ministry to station patrols
around the reserve on a 24-hour a day basis. Meanwhile, the source
said that environment police noticed two citizens entering the
reserve, so they were arrested and sent to the Environment Public
Authority (EPA) which transferred them to the public prosecution for
further legal action.

Infiltrators busted
Salmy policemen foiled a Pakistani truck driver’s attempt to smug-

gle six people into Kuwait after receiving 30,000 Saudi Riyals from
them. The infiltrators (three Pakistanis, two Bangladeshis and one
Egyptian) were escaping from Saudi Arabia where they are wanted
for Saudi authorities, Al-Rai reported yesterday. 

Suffocation
A five-member Syrian family was rushed to hospital after they

breathed insecticides in their Andalus apartment. A citizen called
police telling them his Syrian neighbor and his family suffered suffo-
cation, so paramedics rushed to the house and sent the father and
mother to Sabah hospital, while neighbors had rushed their three chil-
dren to Farwaniya hospital where they were admitted into the ICU.
The father said he sprayed the house with insecticides without fol-
lowing safety procedure, reported Al-Rai.

Antoine Obeid

Foreign ministry
official meets
ICRC official 
KUWAIT: Assistant Foreign Minister for the
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Sabah met the visiting Vice-President of the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
Dr Gilles Carbonnier yesterday. The meeting was
attended by the head of the Regional Mission To
the International Committee of the Red Cross of
the Gulf Cooperation Council States in Kuwait
Yahya Al-Alibi.

The meeting, held at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs’ headquarters, tackled the close ties
between Kuwait and the International Committee
of the Red Cross, prospects for future relations
and fruitful cooperation between the two sides.
Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad praised the ICRC role and its noble
humanitarian efforts to support afflicted and
needy people around the world.

Meanwhile, Carbonnier expressed his deep

appreciation for the pioneering and distinguished
humanitarian role played by Kuwait in supporting
the affected people and their place in the regional
and international humanitarian work led by His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. He stressed the ICRC keenness to
cooperate with Kuwait in serving the objectives
of joint humanitarian action. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Sabah (center right) presents a memento to Dr
Gilles Carbonnier. — KUNA

No double
punishment for
reckless drivers
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Traffic police can either withdraw
an offending driver’s license or impound

their car, upon direct instructions from the
Interior Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary
for Traffic Affairs Major General Jamal
Hatem Al-Sayegh. 

This came following several complains
that policemen were confiscating licenses
and impounding vehicles at the same time
for drivers who commit ‘grave traffic viola-
tions.’ The new instructions have already
been circulated to various traffic depart-
ments and patrols to take immediate effect,
the ministry’s relations and security media
department said in a statement yesterday.
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KUWAIT: Images taken yesterday in Mahboula. —Photos by Ben Garcia

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: A garden in block 2 in Mahboula has
become a virtual dumping ground for garbage and
construction debris since the past few months. People
have been noticing several trucks dumping trash, as
evidenced by images taken by Kuwait Times yesterday.
Residents of the area complain of foul odors emanating
from the site, as the garbage includes biodegradable
and non-biodegradable materials. The area is also
infested with flies. 

“After the rain last week, I noticed several trucks
coming and going in the area to dump trash. We do not

know where they are coming from, but the garbage pile
is becoming bigger. Before it was only construction
materials, but now, with black bags too, it means they
are making this area a dumpsite. We were not informed
about it. This is not a landfill but an open space,” said
Joy, a resident who is a nurse at a nearby clinic. 

Joy said the smell emanating from the dumpsite is
unhealthy for people leaving there. “This place is a
dumping site now. If this is a landfill, then they have to
notify us, because we are not going to stay here any
longer. But I know it is not a landfill - if it is a landfill,
they would have covered the garbage with soil or sand
at least,” she said.

Residents decry continued dumping
of garbage at Mahboula square

Cabinet briefed
on State Audit
Bureau findings
KUWAIT: State Audit Bureau President Adel Al-
Saraawi and other bureau members gave a detailed
presentation during Monday’s weekly cabinet meeting
regarding their observations on the results of examina-
tion and review on the implementation of final budgets
to ministries and government departments and their
final accounts for the fiscal year 2017/2018.

Such implementation reviewed the capital and con-
struction projects, infringements on state property,
accounts of current financial assets (the covenant),
debts owed to the state, production capacity of crude
oil and free gas, final account of the state financial man-
agement, renewed strategies and regulations, and
investment.

The cabinet was also briefed on audit bureau pro-
posals and on ways to increase the efficiency of
financial work among government agencies and to
avoid observations by the Bureau, in order to achieve
the goals set by the government to strengthen
integrity, transparency and the fight against corrup-
tion. Saraawi praised the positive initiative taken by
the cabinet to invite him and members to attend the
meeting, and enabling the Bureau the opportunity to
explain in details their observations in various
reports. The bureau’s chief also praised the premier
for his support and cooperation among government
bodies, including investigations and referrals to the
Anti-Corruption Authority based on these observa-
tions made by the bureau.

During the meeting, the ministers also expressed
their views and suggestions, which aimed at strength-
ening oversight role of the bureau and supporting
cooperation between the audit bureau and various gov-
ernmental bodies in order to achieve the desired goals.
The cabinet praised such positive meeting and the con-
structive discussion, which was honest, and clear,
stressing its support for the bureau’s role and its efforts
to preserve capital and confront corruption. In view of
the cabinet’s interest in these recommendations made
by the bureau, the cabinet decided to mandate its spe-
cialized committees to find practical ways to implement
them and achieve national goals.

Bilateral agreements
During the meeting, held at Seif Palace under the

chairmanship of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the cabinet was
briefed by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Hamad Al-Sabah, during which he
reviewed the recent visit by Cypriot Foreign Minister
Nicos Christodoulides and discussion focused on bilat-
eral ties as well as regional and international issues of
mutual interest in addition to signing bilateral agree-
ments, like the ‘open skies’ agreement with Cyprus. 

Later, the cabinet reviewed the political affairs
developments in the region, at the Arab and interna-
tional levels. In this regard, the cabinet congratulated
the Kingdom of Bahrain for the success of the parlia-
mentary and municipal elections, which took place in a
transparent democratic atmosphere, which witnessed
wide participation. The cabinet also expressed deep
concern and regret to reports on the earthquake that
hit the Iraqi-Iranian border, including aftershocks,
which was felt by residents in Kuwait. The cabinet
expressed its sincere condolences and sympathy to the
families by this earthquake, which targeted Iraq and
Iran, asking Allah Almighty for a speedy recovery to all
who were injured. The Council of Ministers also
expressed its sincere condolences and condolences to
Iraq President Barham Saleh and the Iraqi people on
the recent floods that have killed dozens of people and
injured hundreds of others. The cabinet also con-
demned the terrorist attack, which targeted a market
south of the Somali capital Mogadishu, and resulted in
the deaths and injuries of dozens, affirming Kuwait’s
stand, which rejects such acts of terrorism. The cabinet
strongly condemned the two terrorist bombings, which
targeted a religious ceremony in Kabul and a mosque
in eastern Afghanistan that killed and wounded many
innocent people.  —KUNA
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KIEV: Ukrainian far-right group activists hold flares in Kiev, as they block work of huge shopping mall “Ocean Plaza” belonging to Russian business man and oligarch Boris Rotenberg, a figure close to President Vladimir Putin. —AFP

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin warned
Ukraine against any “reckless acts” yesterday after
Kiev declared martial law in response to Moscow’s
seizure of three of its navy vessels. The Ukrainian par-
liament late on Monday voted in favor of President
Petro Poroshenko’s request for the introduction of
martial law in parts of the country for 30 days. The
decision came as Ukraine and Russia face their most
dangerous crisis in years after Russian forces fired on,
boarded and captured Kiev’s ships on Sunday off the
coast of Crimea.

The incident was the first major confrontation at sea
in the long-running conflict pitting Ukraine against
Moscow and Russian-backed separatists in the coun-
try’s east. It has raised fears of a wider escalation-in a
conflict that has killed more than 10,000 people since
2014 — and prompted international calls for restraint
and offers of mediation. Martial law gives Ukrainian
authorities the power to mobilize citizens with military
experience, regulate the media and restrict public ral-
lies in affected areas.

Moscow has accused Kiev of planning Sunday’s
confrontation as a provocation aimed at drumming up
support for Poroshenko ahead of elections next year

and convincing Western governments to impose fur-
ther sanctions on Russia. In a phone conversation with
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Putin expressed
“serious concern” over the introduction of martial law,
the Kremlin said in a statement. Putin said Kiev’s
actions were “clearly taken in view of the election
campaign in Ukraine”. He said he hoped Berlin could
intervene with Ukrainian
authorities “to dissuade them
from further reckless acts”.

Dramatic television footage    
Sunday’s incident has

been playing out on Russian
and Ukrainian television
screens, with dramatic
footage of Russian ships
chasing down a Ukrainian
tugboat that was trying to
pass through the Kerch
Strait from the Black Sea into the Sea of Azov.  Ukraine
has accused Russian border patrol vessels of ramming
the tugboat, which was accompanied by two small
warships, and of firing on the Ukrainian vessels.

Russia’s FSB security service, which oversees bor-
der forces, confirmed weapons had been fired and the
vessels seized, but accused Ukrainian ships of cross-
ing illegally into Russian waters and of ignoring warn-
ings.  Tensions have been building for months over the
Kerch Strait, especially after Russia built a new bridge
across the waterway that gives it a land connection to

Crimea, annexed by
Moscow in 2014.

Moscow has so far resis-
ted calls to release the three
ships or the 24 sailors it has
detained, suggesting they
could face criminal action.
In a move sure to further
anger Kiev, Russian state
television late on Monday
aired footage of some of the
captured sailors being
questioned by Moscow’s

security services. One of the sailors is heard saying
“the actions of the Ukrainian armed vessels in the
Kerch Strait had a provocatory character”-parroting
the version of events put forward by Russian authori-

ties. Western governments have rallied behind Kiev in
the dispute, accusing Russia of illegally blocking
access to the Sea of Azov and of taking military action
without justification. Kiev urged the United States and
European Union to impose more sanctions on Russia
over the latest incident.  Britain, Canada, France,
Germany and others expressed support for Kiev on
Monday, with EU President Donald Tusk calling for
Russia to return the Ukrainian sailors and ships and
“refrain from further provocations”.

The United Nations Security Council met in an
emergency session on the crisis on Monday, where US
envoy Nikki Haley called the seizure of the ships an
“outrageous violation of sovereign Ukrainian territo-
ry” and slammed “yet another reckless Russian esca-
lation”. She did not, however, threaten further sanc-
tions on Russia and President Donald Trump suggest-
ed it was up to European governments to handle the
crisis. 

“We don’t like what’s happening and hopefully it
will get straightened out. I know Europe is not-they
are not thrilled. They’re working on it too. We’re all
working on it together,” Trump told reporters at the
White House.—AFP

Ukraine declares martial law
Putin warns against ‘reckless’ moves
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TIJUANA: After nearly two weeks of docu-
menting the harrowing journey of a caravan
of mostly Central American migrants headed
towards the US-Mexican border, I snapped a
picture I will never forget. In the shot, taken
on Sunday, you can see Honduran mother
Maria Meza, 35, grabbing the thin arms of her
two 5-year-old twin daughters Cheili and
Saira as they frantically run from a tear gas
canister spewing fumes.

Cheili is seen in diapers, Saira barefoot,
while their mother wears a t-shirt showing
the smiling sisters from the Disney hit
“Frozen,” a movie I’ve seen many times with
my own daughter. Mesa’s 13-year-old daugh-
ter, Jamie, is behind her mother in the photo,
also running away from the approaching gas.
In the frantic moments after the canisters hit
the ground, the acrid smell was everywhere
and I could see children crying, their eyes
stung by the gas.

“I thought I was going to die with them
because of the gas,” Meza told my Reuters
colleagues a day later, adding that she was
shocked US border agents would fire the
canisters near women and children. The US
government said the customs officers had

fired off the canisters after a group of
migrants had attempted to cross the border
violently, throwing projectiles at them.
Meza’s family had made it to the El
Chapparal border crossing, which straddles
the Mexican city of Tijuana and San Diego
on the U.S. side, after leaving their home in
the violent city of San Pedro Sula in northern
Honduras two months ago.

Sunday’s incident happened after a group
of migrants in Tijuana rushed at the border
fencing. Just before the tear gas was fired, I

had followed some of the migrants as they
approached a section of the border fence
recently reinforced with razor-studded coils.
US border agents warily eyed the group from
the other side. Meza and her children said they
had already spent a week at a Tijuana shelter,
but they will likely have to wait much longer
for a chance to ultimately plead their case. She
said she hopes to be granted asylum in the
United States due to rampant crime back
home, and if successful will travel to Louisiana,
where the girls’ father lives.—Reuters

MUMBAI: Concerned about pro-
ducing a generation of children with
hunched backs and other  spine
problems, India  has  denounced
schools for making students carry
heavy school  bags and giv ing
young children homework. The gov-
ernment has issued weight guide-
lines for school bags depending on
a child’s age, cit ing studies that
show how the load can affect soft,
developing spines.

One survey done by the
Associated Chambers of Commerce
and Industry of India found that 68
percent of pre-teen children might
suffer from mild back pain, which can
develop into chronic back pain, and
later into a hunchback. The study,
which covered more than 2,500 chil-
dren and 1,000 parents in major
cities, found that more than 88 per-
cent of children from seven to 13 car-
ry more than 45 percent of their
body weight on their backs.

Rashmi Tapke, a mother of two,
said heavy school bags reflect poor
time-table planning and said she
supports the federal initiative. “If
they (schools) plan, they can repeat

the subjects taught and thus reduce
the load. My kids find it difficult to
carry so many books,” Tapke, whose
children attend a private school in
Mumbai, said. The state of
Maharashtra, where Mumbai is
located, mandates that the weight on
the bag should not exceed 10 per-
cent of the child’s body weight. Many
schools there have started using
white boards and projectors to
ensure text books are not required
to be carried to school.

But in large parts of rural India,
children have to walk great dis-
tances, weighed down by school
bags. Children have been known to
ford rivers, some with books on their
heads, to get to school. “My frail
daughter has to haul about 4-5 kgs
of books in her school bag and also
carry her lunch box and water bottle
in a separate bag,” said driver
Rajinder Shukla, whose child attends
a school in most populous Uttar
Pradesh state. The federal circular
also suggests that no home work be
assigned to kids in grades 1 and 2
which will also ensure they don’t
need to carry books home.—Reuters

India denounces schools making
students carry heavy bags

Yet another
reckless Russian

escalation

Honduran migrant, 
clutching two
small children,
flees tear gas

TIJUANA: Maria Lila Meza Castro, center, runs away from tear gas with her five-year-old twin
daughters Saira Nalleli Mejia Meza, left, and Cheili Nalleli Mejia Meza in front of the border
wall between the US and Mexico, in Tijuana, Mexico.—Reuters
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Dortmund football 
team bus bomber 
faces verdict
DORTMUND: A Russian-born
German man who launched a shrapnel
bomb attack on the team bus of foot-
ball club Borussia Dortmund last year,
wounding two people, faces his ver-
dict and sentence yesterday. Sergej
Wenergold, 29, had hoped to profit
financially from the attack by betting
on an anticipated plunge in the club’s
stock market value, say prosecutors.
The court  in  the western c i ty of
Dortmund will have to decide whether
he is guilty of 28 counts of attempted
murder, which would carry a maximum
term of life in prison.

The trained electrician also faces
charges of causing an explosion and
two counts of causing serious injury, as
the blasts wounded Spanish defender
Marc Bartra and a police officer on a
motorcycle. After an 11-month trial, jus-
tice Peter Windgaetter was expected to
announce the verdict around 2pm local
time. Wenergold had stayed in the same
hotel as the team when he launched the
attack on April 11, 2017 as the bus was
heading for a Champions’ League

match against Monaco.
He had hidden in a hedge three

explosive devices, each of which con-
tained up to a kilogram of a hydrogen
peroxide mixture and about 65 ciga-
rette-sized metal bolts. Wenergold had
left letters suggesting an Islamist terror-
ist motive at the scene, sparking initial
alarm about a possible jihadist attack.

Market gamble
Wenergold’s defense lawyer Carl

Heydenreich said his client had hoped to
spark panic and terror, not to wound or kill
people, and asked for lenient punishment
well below 10 years’ prison. Heydenreich
blamed the defendant’s “narcissistic per-
sonality” and told the court Wenergold
had wanted to “commit the perfect crime
to please his ego-he wanted the gains
without doing harm”. Prosecutors called
this claim “nonsense” and argued that the
defendant had aimed to kill as many play-
ers as possible.

Wenergold had bought put options and
contracts worth some 26,000 euros —
essentially a bet on the club’s share price
falling-and had hoped to gain half a million
euros, said prosecutors. The defendant
reportedly drew attention to himself at the
hotel, first by insisting on a window room
facing the front and then, in the chaos after
the blasts, by calmly walking into its
restaurant to order a steak. Police arrested

Wenergold 10 days after the attack. 
Several players of Borussia

Dortmund, the current Bundesliga lead-
ers, gave emotional testimony during
the trial about the trauma they suffered.
A day after the attack, Dortmund
played their postponed game against
Monaco and lost, prompting then coach
Thomas Tuchel to rail against UEFA for
not giving the players time to come to

terms with their fear before returning to
the pitch.

Wenergold, who confessed to the
attack in January, voiced his regret last
week when he told the court: “I would
like to apologize to everybody.” If found
guilty, Wenergold faces a maximum term
of life in prison, although in Germany
parole is usually granted after 15
years.—AFP

Indonesia’s new 
‘heresy app’ 
draws fire
JAKARTA: A new Indonesian govern-
ment app that lets the public report sus-
pected cases of religious heresy is draw-
ing fire as rights groups warn it could
aggravate persecution of minorities in
the world’s biggest Muslim-majority
nation.  Users of the app can report
groups practicing unrecognized faiths or
unorthodox interpretations of
Indonesia’s six officially recognized reli-
gions, including Islam, Hinduism,
Christianity and Buddhism. 

“Smart Pakem”, which was launched
Sunday and is available for free in the
Google Play store, was created by the
Jakarta Prosecutor’s Office, which said it
would help educate the public and mod-
ernize the current reporting process. The
app will also list religious edicts and
blacklisted organizations and will allow

users to file complaints instantaneously,
instead going through the often cumber-
some process of submitting a written
accusation to a government office.

“The objective...is to provide easier
access to information about the spread
of beliefs in Indonesia, to educate the
public and to prevent them from follow-
ing doctrines from an individual or a
group that are not in line with the regu-
lations,” Nirwan Nawawi, a spokesman
for the prosecutor’s office, told AFP in a
statement.

However, rights groups fear the appli-
cation could be misused by increasingly
powerful hardline Islamic groups and
widen divisions in a country where
harassment of religious and other
minorities is not uncommon. “This is
going from bad to worse-another dan-
gerous step to discriminate religious
minorities in Indonesia,” said Human
Rights Watch researcher Andreas
Harsono.

Bonar Tigor Naipospos, vice chair-
man of rights group Setara Institute,
added: “This is dangerous because if
mainstream society doesn’t like (a
group) they’ll report them through the

application-this will create problems.”
Hundreds of thousands of people across
the sprawling Southeast Asian archipela-
go who adhere to non-recognized ani-
mist and mystical faiths have long suf-
fered discrimination and limited access
to public services.

This year an angry mob rampaged
through a small community of the
Ahmadiyya Islamic minority on the
island of Lombok, destroying homes and
forcing dozens of members to flee.  The
religious sect has been declared hereti-
cal by the Indonesian Ulema
Counci(MUI). Indonesia, a 17,000 island
archipelago nation, is often touted for its
diversity and religious tolerance, but it
has a wide-ranging blasphemy law that
has sparked a backlash.

Criticizing religion-particularly Islam,
which is followed by nearly 90 percent
of Indonesia’s 260 million citizens-can
land offenders in jail. This summer, an
ethnic Chinese Buddhist was jailed for
insulting Islam after asking her neigh-
borhood mosque to lower its sound sys-
tem during the daily call to prayer
because she found it too loud. Her jailing
was widely criticized. —AFP

JAKARTA: An Indonesian woman shows a
newly launched smartphone application
called ‘Smart Pakem’ of Jakarta’s prose-
cutor office in Jakarta. —AFP

Stranded Syrian 
refugee leaves 
airport for Canada
KUALA LUMPUR: A Syrian refugee who spent several
months in limbo in a budget terminal at a Malaysian air-
port has been granted permanent residency by Canada
and is en route to Vancouver, his lawyer said yesterday.
Hassan al-Kontar’s plight became widely known after he
shared posts on social media that showed him surviving
on donated airline meals, washing and giving himself a
haircut in the toilets at Kuala Lumpur International
Airport’s Terminal 2.

He had been stuck since March-blocked from enter-
ing Malaysia because of visa issues and barred from
travelling to other countries, and was detained last month
by immigration officials. “I know I look like someone who
ran from the stone, middle ages. I’m sorry for that,” the
smiling 36-year-old said in a Twitter video Monday,
looking tired and stroking his bushy beard.  “For the last
eight years, it was hard, long journey. The last ten months,
it was very hard and cold.”

After Kontar’s arrest, Malaysian officials had said they
were going to work with Syrian authorities to deport him
back to his war-torn homeland. But Kontar’s lawyer
Andrew Brouwer said they brought the Syrian directly to
the Kuala Lumpur airport on Monday before he was put
on a Vancouver-bound flight. Brouwer said his client was
recognized by Canada as a refugee and was granted
permanent residency under the country’s refugee spon-
sorship program.

“We were of course very pleased that Malaysia
appeared to agree and abide by international law,” he
said. Malaysia’s immigration office said in a statement
Tuesday that it had held talks “on the basis of concern
and humanity... with the embassy of the country that
agreed to receive his relocation,” without naming
Canada. In the video on his Twitter account Kontar said
he was in transit in Taiwan and that he would be reaching
his “final destination” the following day. —AFP

CHARLOTTESVILLE, United States: An American
neo-Nazi went on trial  for murder Monday for
allegedly ramming his car into counter-protesters at a
2017 white supremacist rally that made the city of
Charlottesville a byword for rising racial tensions
under President Donald Trump. Suspect James Fields
sat wordlessly through the proceedings as Judge
Richard Moore informed the court he had pleaded not
guilty to all charges related to the deadly rampage in
August 2017.

The 21-year-old is charged with first-degree murder
over the death of Heather Heyer, a 32-year-old paralegal
and social activist, as well as hit-and-run charges and
eight counts of causing seri-
ous injury with his black
Dodge Challenger during the
“Unite the Right” protest.
Offering a hint into their strat-
egy, Fields’ legal team asked
prospective jurors Monday
whether they thought violence
was ever permissible in self-
defense, according to an
activist who was present.

The rampage in Virginia
highlighted the growing
audacity of the far right under Trump, whose rhetoric
and policies are blamed by critics for a spike in racist
and anti-Semitic violence. The president drew broad
criticism following the attack when he spoke of “blame
on both sides,” and appeared to establish a moral
equivalence between the white supremacists who came
to the liberal university city to protest the removal of a
Confederate statue, and those who opposed them.

Jury selection is expected to last around two days,
with the ful l  trial  penciled in to last unti l  mid-
December. The precincts of the courthouse were quiet

but police had put up water-filled barriers around the
building, anticipating crowds later in the week, and
four armed officers stood guard.  If convicted of first
degree murder Fields faces 20 years to life in prison. 

Fields has been separately charged with, and
pleaded not guilty to, federal hate crimes including
one offense which carries the death penalty. A trial
date has not yet been set for that case, and prosecu-
tors have not indicated whether they will seek the
maximum punishment.

Hitler obsessed
The Unite the Right rally was organized by white

nationalists Jason Kessler
and Richard Spencer to
protest the removal of a stat-
ue of Robert E. Lee, the top
general of the pro-slavery
Confederacy during the
1861-1865 American Civil
War. The protest saw hun-
dreds of neo-Nazi sympa-
thizers, accompanied by
rifle-carrying men, yelling
white nationalist slogans and
wielding flaming torches in

scenes eerily reminiscent of racist rallies held in the
US South before the Civil Rights movement of the
1950s and 60s.

On the second day of demonstrations, August 12,
fighting broke out between neo-Nazi supporters and
anti-fascists from a black-clad group called Antifa.
The violence culminated with Fields’ alleged attack.
According to his federal hate crimes indictment, Fields
had multiple social media accounts where he
expressed support for white supremacism as well as
the racial policies of Adolf Hitler and the Third Reich,

and advocated violence against black people and
Jews. The Toledo Blade, a local newspaper from Ohio
where Fields lived, reported he enlisted in the army in
August 2015, but was discharged in December “due to
a failure to meet training standards.” The specter of
violence by right-wing extremists was once more in
the spotlight last month when Cesar Sayoc, a Trump

mega-fan, sent 15 pipe bombs to the president’s polit-
ical opponents and media critics.

On October 27, Robert Bowers was accused of
slaughtering 11 people in a Pittsburgh synagogue,
shouting “All Jews must die” before opening fire with
his arsenal of guns in the worst anti-Semitic attack in
modern US history.—AFP

If convicted, Fields to face 20 years to life in prison

Neo-Nazi on trial over deadly 
Charlottesville car rampage

CHARLOTTESVILLE:  A view of a memorial to Heather Heyer and the other victims of last year’s hit and
run is seen, while a few blocks away the first day of jury selection for James Fields’s murder trial takes
place at the Charlottesville Circuit Court, in Charlottesville, Virginia. —AFP
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audacity of far
right under Trump

Survivor recounts 
terror of Uganda 
party boat disaster
MUTIMA: Before Alex Niyonzima was pitched into the lake
waters, before other partygoers fell on top of him driving him
deep below the surface, before drowning hands grabbed at
his body, there had been a moment’s lull. Niyonzima hung
from a table welded to the deck as the boat paused mid-way
through its turtling roll on Saturday night, in Uganda’s Lake
Victoria. “I was holding onto the table but the floor was
where the wall had been,” he said.

All around him people were screaming, “holding onto
chairs, guardrails, each other.” Then the boat lurched again. “I
was at the lowest end when the boat flipped so all the people
above fell on me,” the tall, heavyset 44-year-old said. Below
the waves now, Niyonzima believed he would die.
“Somebody grabbed my neck, I pushed them away. Another
person grabbed my shoulder and I pushed them. I could feel
from his hands it was a man,” he said. “A girl grabbed my life
jacket and ripped it.” “I was panicking that people were
going to strangle me down there.”  Niyonzima forced himself
to the surface and swam the roughly 200 meters to shore.
“When I felt the sand below my feet I realized that I had
saved my life,” he said. “I was lucky.”

Party atmosphere
At least 32 of his fellow passengers died that evening, but

with just 27 survivors and estimates that around 100 people
were aboard, the toll is expected to jump when rescuers recov-
er the vessel. Most of the victims were young, affluent
Ugandans enjoying a raucous end-of-year party thrown annu-
ally by businessman Freeman Kiyimba, according to Niyonzima.
As afternoon turned to dusk the onboard DJ kept the music
pumping while the drinks flowed and the revellers danced.

“It was a party atmosphere,” Niyonzima said. “Lots of free
drinks: whiskies, Baileys, Amarula and everything else you
can think of.” There were signs of the danger to come, how-
ever. Many of the partygoers ignored a police officer’s warn-
ing to wear life jackets: people wanted to flaunt their clothes,
not cover them up with unflattering buoyancy aids. Then, as
the boat left shore-the MV K-Palm, a bright blue converted
fishing vessel with a distinctive shark’s teeth decal on the
bow-the engine screeched loudly. —AFP

Sanders signals 
possible 2020 
presidential run
WASHINGTON: Bernie Sanders is talking and acting like a
once and future US presidential candidate, telling a maga-
zine he will “probably run” in 2020 if he sees himself as the
Democrats’ best chance to defeat Donald Trump. The popu-
lar US senator and self-declared Democratic socialist also
has just written a book, entitled “Where We Go from Here,”
that lands Tuesday, the same night he delivers a speech at
George Washington University in the capital.

Sanders, 77, launched an extraordinary run for the 2016
Democratic nomination, and while he came up short against
Hillary Clinton many Sanders supporters express confidence
that he could have beaten Trump for the White House.
Sanders said he still believes his ideas are best for the nation,
but is not openly campaigning for the nomination. 

“I’m not one of those sons of multimillionaires whose par-
ents told them they were going to become president of the
United States,” he told New York magazine in a piece released
late Sunday. “I don’t wake up in the morning with any burning
desire that I have to be president.” Sanders is widely thought
to have popularized liberal positions such as Medicare for all,
in which the national health insurance for people 65 and over
is expanded to everyone, and a $15 minimum wage.

And who else would be as effective a messenger for such
a platform as Sanders himself? “If there’s somebody else
who appears who can, for whatever reason, do a better job
than me, I’ll work my ass off to elect him or her,” he said. But
“if it turns out that I am the best candidate to beat Donald
Trump, then I will probably run,” Sanders added. —AFP

DORTMUND: Defendant Sergej W, center, arrives in the courtroom for the verdict
in his trial in Dortmund, western Germany. —AFP
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French Senate official 
arrested on charges of 
spying for North Korea
PARIS: Intelligence agencies have arrested a
senior French civil servant who worked at the
French Senate on suspicion of passing confiden-
tial information to the dictatorial regime of North
Korea, a judicial source said. Benoit Quennedey,
who is also the president of the Franco-Korean
Friendship Association and has written a book on
the isolated nation, was taken into custody late
Sunday, the source in Paris said late Monday.

After an inquiry which began in March, pros-
ecutors suspect him of the “collection and deliv-
ery of information to a foreign power likely to
undermine the fundamental interests of the
nation”, the source said. Quennedey is being
held at the headquarters of France’s DGSI
domestic intelligence agency outside Paris. The
French news and talk show Le Quotidien, which
first reported the story, said he was arrested at
his home and his Senate office had been
searched.According to the Senate website,
Quennedey is a senior administrator in France’s
upper house of parliament in the department of
architecture, heritage and gardens, in charge of
administration and finances. The office of the
Senate president, Gerard Larcher, declined to
comment. Quennedey has written frequent arti-
cles on North Korea and travelled extensively
throughout the peninsula since 2005, according
to the website of his publisher Delga.

Last year Delga published Quennedey’s latest
work, “North Korea, The Unknown.” The Franco-
Korean Friendship Association, formed in the
late 1960s by journalists sympathetic to Socialist
and Communist causes, pushes for closer ties
with Pyongyang and supports the reunification
of the divided Koreas.

‘On the right track’ 
Quennedey attended France’s elite Sciences

Po university as well as the ENA school which
produces its top civil servants and political lead-
ers. In 2013 he wrote “North Korea’s Economy:
Birth of a New Asian Dragon?” despite years of
strict international sanctions aimed at forcing the
country to abandon its nuclear missile program.
In regular interviews with RT France, part of
Moscow’s Russia Today network, Quennedey is
presented as an “expert in international rela-
tions” and comments on Korean relations and
other subjects.

North Korea has been a pariah of the interna-
tional community for decades over its refusal to
give up its nuclear weapons program. Sanctions
have crippled its economy, and the UN estimates
that some 10.3 million people, or 41 percent of
North Korea’s population, are undernourished-
even as neighboring South Korea’s economy
flourishes. But hopes of a breakthrough were
sparked last June when US President Donald
Trump met with regime leader Kim Jong Un for a
historic summit meeting in Singapore, when both
men vowed to improve relations and Kim indi-
cated he would abandon the nuclear work. But
progress since then has been patchy, and
Washington is still pushing to maintain sanctions
until Pyongyang’s “final, fully verified denu-
clearization”. Researchers have accused the
regime of using undeclared bases to hide
nuclear-capable missiles, while Pyongyang’s
state media reported this month that the country
had developed an unspecified “ultramodern tac-
tical weapon”. —AFP

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump said
Monday he doesn’t believe his own government’s
report last week warning of massive economic losses
if carbon emissions continue to feed climate change
unchecked. “I don’t believe it,” Trump said at the
White House, adding that the United States would not
take measures to cut emissions if the same was not
done in other countries. Trump said he had read
“some” of the report and that it was “fine.”

However, he rejected the
central warning in the
National Climate
Assessment, which said
there will be hundreds of
billions of dollars in losses
by the end of the century
due to climate change
“without substantial and
sustained global mitiga-
tion.” “No, no, I don’t
believe it,” he repeated.
“You’re going to have to
have China and Japan and
all of Asia and all of these other countries, you know.
It addresses our country,” he said.

“Right now, we’re at the cleanest we’ve ever been.
And that’s very important to me. But if we’re clean, but
every other place on Earth is dirty, that’s not so good.
So I want clean air, I want clean water, very impor-
tant.” According to the report, released Friday, “with
continued growth in emissions at historic rates, annual
losses in some economic sectors are projected to
reach hundreds of billions of dollars by the end of the

century-more than the current gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) of many US states.”

Growing losses
“Without substantial and sustained global mitigation

and regional adaptation efforts, climate change is
expected to cause growing losses to American infra-
structure and property and impede the rate of economic
growth over this century,” it said. The effects will spill

into global trade, hitting
import and export prices and
US businesses with overseas
operations and supply
chains, it added. Compiled by
more than 300 scientists, the
Fourth National Climate
Assessment Volume II is a
congressionally-mandated
report that spans more than
1,000 pages.

Trump has long said he
distrusts the consensus by
nearly al l  the world’s

respected climate scientists on the link between
human activity and rising temperatures, as well as oth-
er damaging climate change phenomena. Since
becoming president in 2016, he has pulled the United
States out of the international Paris Agreement on
attempting to bring down global temperatures, and
torn up a raft of environmental protection laws, saying
the US economy needs the boost.

In October, Trump said during a visit to inspect
hurricane damage in the southern state of Georgia

that climate change “is going to go back and forth,”
rather than be permanent. He also gave a lukewarm
reaction to publication of a major UN report warning
in October of global warming-caused chaos, saying “I

want to look who drew it, you know, which groups
drew it, because I can give you reports that are fabu-
lous and I can give you reports that aren’t  so
good.”—AFP 

Trump focuses on clean air, water; distrusts climate change theory

Trump says doesn’t believe own 
government’s climate warning

MISSISSIPPI: US President Donald Trump delivers remarks as fake snow falls at a Make America Great
Again rally in Biloxi, Mississippi. —AFP

Social media
spreads hope 
and fear among 
Central America
migrants
SAN SALVADOR: As a group of
migrants prepare to form a new caravan
to set out from El Salvador for the prom-
ised land of the United States, eager
participants exchange messages over
social media. How will they cross the
border? What should they bring?
Mothers and their children, youngsters
fleeing violent gangs, men hoping to find
a way to feed their families: the caravan
attracts all sorts. As soon as one caravan
leaves, plans for the next one swamp
social media. Hundreds of interested
parties fire off questions, engage in dis-
cussions or share their hopes and fears. 

“My aim is to reach the United States.
In the caravan, no one will be able to
touch me,” said one rasping voice in an
audio post on a chat for the last caravan
to leave El Salvador. The day before it
departed, migrants spent the night on
the El Salvador del Mundo square in the
capital San Salvador, a place dominated
by a huge column upon which Jesus

stands atop a globe. Since October,
more than 5,000 central American
migrants have set out on the long, ardu-
ous journey of thousands of kilometers,
either by foot, bus or hitch-hiking north-
wards towards the US.

‘It’s safer in the caravan’
“I found out about the caravan on

Facebook. Someone posted a link in a
WhatsApp chat,” a 38-year-old widow
with children aged 11 and 13, told AFP.
“People exchange information, there
are no leaders.” Her face shaded by a
baseball cap, she refuses to give her
name for fear that gangs will harass
her. They might one day have their
eyes on her eldest, a pretty brunette
with long, curly hair. These gangs
strike fear across not just El Salvador
but the whole central American region,
whether by murder, forcing boys to
join them or raping girls.

The widow quit her $6-a-day job
making corn tortillas to join the cara-
van. She has no other way of trying to
reach the US. “We poor people, we
don’t have the $8,000 that a coyote
demands,” she says, referring to peo-
ple smugglers. “It’s also safer in the
caravan,” she adds. Another mother
was forced to abandon her house
under threats from gangsters who had
already kidnapped her husband. 

The 39-year-old said the caravan
offered an opportunity to give her 12-

and 14-year-old sons “a better future.”
On the El Salvador del Mundo square,
families gathered with children in tow to
witness the official decorating of the
city’s Christmas tree amid fireworks and
singing. Few people took any interest in
the migrants, easily recognizable among
the throng by their meagre backpacks.

Lies and lack of solidarity
Following the lead of 2,000 migrants

who left Honduras on October 13, an

initial group of 400 Salvadorans set off
on October 28. Three days later, their
numbers had swelled four-fold, some
alerted to the possibil ity through
Facebook pages such as “El Salvador
emigrates for a better future,” which
has been liked more than 4,000 times.
By November 18, though, there were
barely 200 left among them as the rest
had given up walking and stumped up
the $5 necessary to take a bus to
Guatemala. —AFP

SAN SALVADOR: Women march during the commemoration of the International
Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, in San Salvador. —AFP

S African MPs seek 
end of captive lion 
trophy hunting
JOHANNESBURG: South African law-
makers will seek to end the breeding of
lions for trophy hunting and the trade in
their bones, setting parliament on a colli-
sion course with a powerful industry.
South Africa has as many as 8,000 lions in
captivity being bred for hunting, the bone
trade, tourism and academic research,
according to estimates by wildlife groups.
By contrast there are just 3,000 lions in
the wild, living in the country’s national
parks where hunting is prohibited.

Trophy hunting is a $36-million industry,
but parliamentarians have been embold-
ened by high-profile global campaigns to
push for its demise. A committee of law-
makers responsible for overseeing environ-
mental affairs recommended on November
12 that the government reconsider the rules
governing the breeding of captive lions for
hunting and bone harvesting. 

The global trade of body parts from
lions killed in the wild is banned by inter-
national treaties-but permitted for animals
bred in captivity. The MPs resolved that
ministers should review the issue “with a

view to putting an end to this practice”.
The decision followed two days of crunch
talks between MPs, breeders and animal
welfare campaigners.

Damage to brand South Africa
Lawmakers also want the govern-

ment to “reconsider” its recent decision
to nearly double to 1,500 the quota of
lion skeletons that can be legally traded
this year. In the past decade South
Africa has exported the big cat bones
to Laos, Thailand, Vietnam and other
markets in Southeast Asia for use in
jewelry as well  as their supposed
medicinal properties.

“South Africa is allowing a practice
that everybody is turning their backs to.
We need to find a solution as a country to
improve the situation,” said parliament’s
environment committee chief Phillemon
Mapulane. He added that the country’s
strong reputation for conservation was
being compromised by the situation. “(It
undermines) broader conservation, but
(benefits) a small number of breeders
without proper scientific or conservation
basis,” said Mapulane.

“The industry is doing serious damage
to brand South Africa.” Derek Hanekom,
who was acting minister for environmental
affairs when parliament made its recom-
mendations, told AFP he would appoint a

special task force to examine animal
breeding rules. “We are finalizing the
terms of reference of the panel that will
investigate and make recommendations on
these issues,” he said.

The practice of hunting lions raised in
captivity has long been controversial in
South Africa where a large number of ani-
mals are confined to pens ringed with

electric fences. But former environment
minister Edna Molewa, who died earlier
this year, warned that changing the rules
risked creating a situation in which “thou-
sands of lions will have no value and there
will be no income”. She also warned that
jobs could be lost if the country’s nearly
300 lion breeding facilities were closed
and the trade banned. —AFP

PRETORIA: In this file photo a lion and two lionesses rest at Lions Park, near
Pretoria. —AFP

No, no, 
I don’t 

believe it

Ex-Trump aide 
violates plea 
agreement by lying
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s former campaign
chairman Paul Manafort violated his plea agreement by
lying to investigators, prosecutors said Monday, as
another former aide began serving a jail sentence for

making false statements to the FBI. Manafort had agreed
to cooperate with special counsel Robert Mueller’s
investigation of possible collusion between the Trump
campaign and Russia as part of a plea deal in September.

“After signing the plea agreement, Manafort com-
mitted federal crimes by lying to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Special Counsel’s Office on a
variety of subject matters, which constitute breaches
of the agreement,” prosecutors said in a court filing.
“A breach relieves the government of any obligations
it has under the agreement.” In the same joint status
report filing, Manafort’s legal team pushed back

against the government’s assertion.
“Manafort has provided information to the govern-

ment in an effort to live up to his cooperation obliga-
tions,” it said. “He believes he has provided truthful infor-
mation and does not agree with the government’s char-
acterization or that he has breached the agreement.”
Manafort, who worked for the Trump campaign for near-
ly six months in the middle of 2016, agreed to plead
guilty to one count of conspiracy against the United
States and another count of obstruction of justice in a
deal to avert a second trial on money laundering and ille-
gal lobbying charges. —AFP



Car rams into 
sidewalk, kills 
seven in China
BEIJING: A car drove onto a sidewalk in southwest
China yesterday, killing seven people and injuring anoth-
er four, police said, days after another driver deliberately
rammed into school children in the country’s northeast.
The driver has been detained and the cause of the inci-
dent in Leshan, a city in Sichuan province, is under
investigation, police said in a statement. The injured have
been taken to hospital for treatment, the statement said. 

According to official news agency Xinhua, the vehicle
rushed onto the sidewalk and hit a bus stop in the morn-
ing. The crash came just five days after a driver hit a
group of schoolchildren crossing the street in Huludao, a
city in northeast Liaoning province. Five children were
killed and another 19 were injured after the driver “chose
his victims at random”, according to Xinhua, which cited
police. The driver, a 29-year-old unemployed Liaoning
resident, was contemplating suicide “due to quarrels”
with his spouse before he drove his car into the children,
Xinhua reported on Friday.

Deadly road accidents are common in China, where
traffic regulations are often flouted or go unenforced.
According to authorities 58,000 people were killed in
accidents across the country in 2015 alone. Violations
of traffic laws were blamed for nearly 90 percent of
accidents that caused deaths or injuries that year.
Earlier this month, at least 13 people died when a bus
plunged off a bridge in Chongqing municipality, after
the driver got into a fist fight with a passenger who had
missed her bus stop.

Search and rescue teams dispatched more than 70
boats, as well as a team of scuba divers and underwater
robots, to find the wreckage and retrieve bodies from
the water. In September, 11 people died and dozens were
injured when a car struck a crowd in a public square in
the central Hunan province city of Hengdong. Police
detained the driver, a man in his 40s, and described him
as a “vengeful repeat offender” who had daggers in his
car and intended to “cause serious damage”. —AFP 
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Stage set for 
fresh Australia 
election in May
SYDNEY: Australia is set for a May
election showdown after the prime min-
ister yesterday announced a budget
date in the new year and his weakened
liberal party staggers on following
another defection. Scott Morrison
announced a new national spending plan
for 2 April, promised a fiscal surplus and
hailed his party’s custodianship of a
booming economy in remarks effectively
firing the starter’s gun for the 2019 elec-
tion campaign.

Parliamentary budget rules and con-
stitutional provisions about the length of
campaigns mean the election will now
almost certainly take place in early to
mid-May. On Tuesday, Liberal MP Julia
Banks-who had earlier complained of
party bullying and is an ally of ousted
former prime minister Malcolm
Turnbull-delivered Morrison a hammer
blow, quitting the party to become an
independent. The defection put the rul-
ing conservative Liberal Party two mem-
bers short of a parliamentary majority.

With his government in the minority
and his party riven by divisions between
moderates and the hard right, the prime
minister faces an uphill struggle to keep
his job. A weekend parliamentary elec-
tion in Victoria-the state that encom-
passes Melbourne-saw the Liberal Party

vote shrink to historically low levels.
This, just weeks after the party lost a
Federal parliamentary by-election in a
Sydney suburb that has been solidly
Liberal since the constituency was cre-
ated at the founding of the country.

Morrison has struggled to keep his
party together since Liberal ideological
firebrands ousted centrist leader
Malcolm Turnbull as prime minister last
August. Since then, persistent backbiting
and stinging electoral defeats have cre-
ated the sense of a government in disar-
ray, even as Morrison has tried to take
the fight to the opposition Labor Party.
Banks cited Turnbull’s removal as the
catalyst for her decision to become an
independent.

“Led by members of the reactionary
right wing, the coup was aided by many
MPs trading their vote for a leadership
change in exchange for their individual
promotion, preselection endorsements
or silence,” she told parliament. She
accused both the Liberal and Labor par-
ties of being focused on “political point
scoring” rather than “timely, practical,
sensible decisions on matters which
Australians care about”. With each
defection the odds of Morrison being
ousted in a vote of no confidence
increase.

Meanwhile recriminations within the
Liberal Party continued behind closed
doors. Australian media yesterday
reported that cabinet minister Kelly
O’Dwyer warned in a closed meeting
that the Liberal party was widely viewed
by voters as “homophobic, anti-women,
climate-change deniers”. —AFP

Myanmar seizes boat 
carrying 93 fleeing 
Rohingya camps 
YANGON: Authorities in Myanmar have seized a boat carrying 93 people, apparently
Rohingya Muslims, fleeing displacement camps in western Myanmar’s Rakhine State and
hoping to reach Malaysia, an official said yesterday. The boat is believed to be the third
bound for Malaysia stopped in Myanmar waters since monsoon rains began to subside last
month, bringing calmer weather, raising fears of a fresh wave of hazardous voyages after a
2015 crackdown on people smugglers.

Moe Zaw Latt, director of the government office in Dawei, a coastal town in southern
Myanmar, said fishermen had reported a “suspicious” boat to authorities. The navy stopped
the boat on Sunday and detained the 93 people, who said they had come from the Thae
Chaung camp in the Rakhine State capital of Sittwe, he said. Thae Chaung is about 900 km
northwest of Dawei and holds internally displaced people, most of whom are stateless
Rohingya. “They said they ran away from the camp. They said they intended to go to
Malaysia,” said Moe Zaw Latt, adding authorities were preparing to send them back to
Sittwe yesterday. Photographs in media showed police standing by as passengers - many of
them women in headscarves and children - huddled on the deck. The boat resembled ves-
sels the Rohingya typically use to escape the apartheid-like conditions in Rakhine State,
where their movements and access to services are severely curtailed.

The UN refugee agency has said Myanmar must “address the root causes of displace-
ment”, including the lack of citizenship for the Rohingya, who consider themselves native to
Rakhine State. Myanmar regards Rohingya as illegal migrants from the Indian subcontinent
and has confined tens of thousands to sprawling camps outside Sittwe since violence swept
the area in 2012. More than 700,000 Rohingya crossed into Bangladesh last year fleeing an
army crackdown in the north of Rakhine State, according to UN agencies. UN-mandated
investigators have accused the Myanmar army of “genocidal intent” and ethnic cleansing.
Myanmar has denied most allegations of atrocities, blaming Rohingya insurgents who
attacked police boats for sparking the exodus. Myanmar officials say they are ready to
accept Rohingya who want to return from Bangladeshi refugee camps. But refugees them-
selves and aid agencies oppose a repatriation plan that was due to begin on Nov. 15, saying
conditions in Myanmar were not safe. Myanmar detained 106 Rohingya men, women and
children on a boat near the commercial hub of Yangon on Nov 16, when their engine failed on
their way from the Sittwe camps to Malaysia. Those people have been returned to the camps,
along with another group of more than 80 people whose boat was seized off the coast of
southern Rakhine last week also bound for Malaysia, according to an aid worker in Sittwe
monitoring the boat movements.—Reuters

NEW DELHI: Calls have mounted for Indian authorities to
abandon efforts to recover the body of a young American
killed apparently attempting to convert a hunter-gatherer
island tribe to Christianity. John Chau was killed in a hail of
arrows almost two weeks ago as he went ashore on North
Sentinel island in the Indian Ocean, fisherman who
dropped him off nearby told police. The off-limits remote
island the size of Manhattan, part of the Indian Andaman
Islands, is home to the Sentinelese, one of the world’s last
tribes “uncontacted” by civi-
lization.

Indian police on Saturday
took a boat 400 meters off-
shore and spotted men on the
beach with bows and arrows,
but they do not want to disrupt
the tribe or provoke more vio-
lence. On Monday Survival
International, which seeks to
protect the rights of tribal peo-
ples, said Indian authorities
should call off an operation
which is “incredibly danger-
ous” for both sides. “The risk of a deadly epidemic of flu,
measles or other outside disease is very real, and increases
with every such contact,” the group’s director Stephen
Corry said in a statement.

“Mr Chau’s body should be left alone, as should the
Sentinelese.” This was echoed in a joint statement by a
group of Indian anthropologists, authors and activists

including Pankaj Sekhsaria, Vishvajit Pandya and
Madhusree Mukerjee. “The rights and the desires of the
Sentinelese need to be respected and nothing is to be
achieved by escalating the conflict and tension, and
worse, to creating a situation where more harm is
caused,” they said.

Chau, according to his purported Instagram account a
“Wilderness Emergency Medical Technician” and an
“ambassador” for a US brand of beef jerky, interacted with

the Sentinelese before he
died and returned to the
fishermen’s boat. There he
recorded in writings given to
US media that he had shout-
ed “My name is John. I love
you and Jesus loves you”,
only to be shot at with
arrows, one of them piercing
his Bible, and beat a hasty
retreat.

Chau went back to the
island the next day, but never
returned. Police say that

when two Indian fishermen were killed by the tribe in
2006 after their boat drifted ashore, the tribe had hooked
their bodies on bamboo stakes facing out to sea.  “It was a
kind of scarecrow,” the region’s police chief Dependra
Pathak said. The fishermen who took Chau to North
Sentinel, some of whom have been detained by police, said
they saw the tribe burying the body on the beach.—AFP

Survival International urges authorities to leave Sentinelese alone

Calls to leave US missionary’s 
body on tribe’s remote island

IN THE AIR: In this handout photo, a man with the Sentinelese tribe aims his bow and arrow at
an Indian Coast Guard helicopter as it flies over North Sentinel Island in the Andaman Islands, in
the wake of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.—AFP

It was a kind 
of scarecrow
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As tides rise, Indian 
villagers find a friend 
in the mangroves

Pushpo Mandal still remembers the day, nine
years ago, when Cyclone Aila struck and the
slender creek at the southern edge of her

village swelled into a watery monster. Tall tidal
waves broke through the earth embankment, rush-
ing into homes and fields, “gulping down every-
thing that came their way”, recalled Mandal from
Patharpara village on the coast of India’s West
Bengal state.

Patharpara, in the Gosaba block of South 24
Parganas district, near the border with
Bangladesh, was among the many Sundarbans vil-
lages devastated by the ferocious 2009 storm. Yet
while the memory still haunts them, villagers have
learned lessons from the destruction - planting
mangroves to reinforce the embankments that
protect their homes and fields from tidal surges.
Similar initiatives are also underway in other parts
of India’s coastal states, such as Odisha and Tamil
Nadu, as well as in Bangladesh, Thailand,
Indonesia and Sri Lanka.

Sitting on the embankment that borders
Patharpara, Pushpo’s husband Santosh described
the earth ridges, 3-4 feet tall, as “lifelines” that
“stand as sentinels against the incursion of this
saline tidal water into our villages”. Without them,
fields would be flooded by brackish sea water,
making the soil saline and unfit to grow staple
crops or vegetables. Surges of water into villages
also damage homes and possessions, he added.
Abhijit Mitra, former head of the marine science
department at the University of Calcutta, said
mangrove forests next to embankments act as
“bio-shields” against storms and tides.

“It has been studied that a strip of 50 meters of
mangrove forests reduces wave energy by at least
50 percent,” he said, referring to research by sci-
entists in Asia-Pacific. The trunks, branches and
above-ground roots growing from the stems of
mangrove trees dissipate wave energy and reduce
coastal erosion, functioning as a natural braking
mechanism on the water - a phenomenon known
as “wave attenuation”. The aerial roots that pro-
trude from the soil - enabling the trees to breathe
during high tide - also exert frictional drag on
waves, lessening their force further, he added.

Community forests
To keep the Gosaba block embankments in

good shape, from 2012 a dozen villages got
together to restore about 20 hectares of empty
land adjacent to their embankments, planting
community mangrove forests that run along tidal
streams. At first working as volunteers, they were
later sponsored by local environmental groups
that have funded the purchase of materials and
logistics for the project. The villagers said 30-35
km of embankments are now better protected as a
result of their efforts. With the Sundarbans
regarded as one of the world’s climate change
hotspots amid rising sea levels, locals recognize
their growing vulnerability to the impacts of glob-
al warming.

“The tides are higher today; storms and
cyclones too are more frequent since the past
decade,” said Gopal Mandal, a teacher from the
village who shares the community surname. That
has left the earth walls protecting local homes at
greater risk of being breached by the water that
lashes against them, but the mangroves help
diminish the threat, he added. Leading the com-
munity plantation drive, Arjun Mandal from Rajat
Jubilee village said his team begins by collecting
mangrove seeds that are dispersed by tidal waters
from the forests and deposited on banks when the
tides recede.

The gathered seeds are planted in small gunny
bags, where they develop into 3-foot saplings,
looked after by local women. Before the annual
arrival of the monsoon, the villagers select appro-
priate sites to plant the trees. These are mostly
inter-tidal zones next to river banks ideal for the
growth of salt-tolerant mangroves. The saplings
are planted about four feet from one other, leaving
enough space for development of the roots that
rise above the soil surface. The plantation sites are
home to at least a dozen mangrove species. They
are nurtured by the villagers who keep the areas
clean and protect the saplings from cattle.

Santosh Mandal said local people had co-exist-
ed with mangrove ecology for generations, and
their knowledge about the species had become “a
part of our tradition, which is coming in handy to
protect our villages today”. With growing aware-
ness among experts and environmental groups of
how mangroves can cut the risk of disasters, vil-
lagers are now being encouraged to use their
expertise to restore forests that have become
degraded over time. “Mangroves have proved to
be our true friends in need,” said Pushpo Mandal.
(Reporting by Moushumi Basu; editing by Megan
Rowling.  —  Reuters

Ex-militant
tests Somalia
fledgling 
democracy

Last year Mukhtar Robow had a $5
million US bounty on his head.
Now the former Islamist al

Shabaab militant has downed his guns
and donned the garb of a democrat.
While Robow is not the first ex-militant
to enter Somali politics, the momentum
behind his bid to become a regional
leader has turned his effort into a water-
shed moment in the stand-off between
the federal government and Somali’s
seven semi-autonomous regions. 

How Mogadishu and those states ulti-
mately find ways to share power -
including via elections such as the Dec. 5
vote in the South West state where
Robow is running - is critical.

“It’s a pivotal point in the confronta-
tion between the government and federal
member states, which is probably a
much greater threat to Somalia’s security
than al Shabaab itself,” said Matt
Bryden, head of the Nairobi-based think
tank Sahan Research. That confrontation
is now being played out through Robow,
a key figure in the country’s troubled
recent history. Somalia has been trying
to claw its way out of the civil war that
engulfed it in 1991, when clan warlords
overthrew a dictator and then turned on
each other.

Al Shabaab has been fighting for
more than a decade to topple the weak
central government and implement strict
Islamic law, often sending suicide
bombers against civilian targets. Once a
charismatic spokesman for the group
known for his military fatigues and long

beard, Robow fell out with the leader-
ship in 2013 following a power struggle.
He laid low with his militia for several
years before renouncing violence and
recognizing the authority of the federal
government in August 2017. He is now
running as an independent.

During this time the US withdrew a
$5 million reward for information leading
to his capture and removed him from
their list of sponsors of terrorism,
although other international sanctions
remain on him. The former insurgent,
who once spent time training with the
Taliban, has cast himself in a civilian role,
donning dark suits and a clerical cap.
After the Shabaab bombing that killed
around 500 people last year, Robow
was photographed donating blood. On
Sunday, the state electoral commission
announced it had accepted his candida-
ture, dismissing federal demands that he
be barred because of remaining US
Treasury Department sanctions.

Other states like Jubbaland and
Puntland, who have their own polls slat-
ed for the coming months, are watching
closely whether the government tries
again to block Robow’s candidacy. “If
they (the government) try to force the
candidate that people want out, they can
also do that in other areas. Then there
will be no peace,” a senior Somali
regional official told Reuters. Somalia’s
ministry of information did not respond
to requests for comment on Robow’s
case after the Sunday ruling of the elec-
tion comission.

Robow’s allies and some analysts
suggest central government is less con-
cerned with his past and more worried
his popularity with the Rahanweyn clan
- one of Somalia’s most powerful - will
propel him to victory ahead of their cho-
sen candidate. Robow himself has not
yet reacted publicly, but hours after sub-
mitting his papers to the electoral com-
mission, five other candidates threw
their support behind him. — Reuters

Residents in the rugged, overmined city of Jincheng in
northern China’s coal heartland have been breathing
a little easier after campaigns to reduce pollution

forced dozens of collieries and chemical plants to close.
“Everything was covered in dust, and it’s cleaner now,”
said Zhang Haibin, a 44-year-old farmer living in a largely
abandoned hamlet on the edge of a defunct coal deposit
that once attracted migrant workers from across the coun-
try. But Jincheng has paid a heavy price, Zhang said.
Factories and coal mines have shut down, sending shock-
waves through the local economy. The migrants have drift-
ed away, and jobs are hard to find even for locals.

And the air is still not clean enough, falling short of the
government’s pollution targets. That means that as another
punishing anti-pollution campaign gets underway this
winter in smog-choked north China, Jincheng will be under
even more pressure. The city’s experience illustrates the
challenges facing the Chinese government as it tries to rein
in pollution without further weighing on an economy that
is showing signs of a slowdown, exacerbated by the
effects of a bruising trade war with the United States.

Across north China, cities are struggling to strike a bal-
ance between reversing the environmental damage done
by decades of breakneck growth and keeping their heavy
industrial economies afloat. Jincheng has done particularly
poorly, according to the central government. A sprawling,
mountainous administrative region in the south of Shanxi
province, Jincheng is still dominated by coal. Though many
pits have been shut, the craggy landscape bears the scars
of decades of excessive mining.

Residents say air quality has improved, but whiffs of
sulphur pervade the city’s industrial districts, and smoke
can be seen billowing from factory chimneys. Jincheng
was the worst performer among 28 northern cities
forced to impose special pollution measures last year,

according to data from the Ministry of Ecology and
Environment. It failed to meet its target of cutting con-
centrations of lung-damaging PM2.5 particles by 10 per-
cent last winter, and recorded 1,819 pollution violations,
the most of the 28 cities.

Summoned to Beijing in April to explain his city’s poor
performance, mayor Liu Feng said the city’s gross
domestic product plunged 9 percent and fixed asset
investment 41 percent in the first quarter as a result of
production cuts. Feng told officials, at a meeting attended
by Reuters, that he was “deeply embarrassed” and would
seek to “learn painful lessons” about improving compli-
ance this year. Feng said city inspectors had been too
“passive” and had failed to properly forecast smog build-
ups or supervise industries. But he also blamed
unfavourable weather conditions, as well as the city’s
“industrial structure”, dominated by polluting power
plants, steel mills and cement factories.

The economy bounced back after the winter curbs
were lifted, with GDP growing 4.9 percent from a year
earlier in the first three quarters of 2018, according to the
city’s statistics bureau, although fixed asset investment
was still down 1.9 percent on the year. But with the winter
anti-pollution curbs that took effect on Nov. 1, Jincheng -
like many cities in Shanxi - will again struggle to reconcile
official pollution targets with their industrial structures.

Shanxi “faces a very complex situation, it has few
resources and its supervision capabilities are quite weak -
it has a lot of different kinds of challenges,” said Ma Jun,
director of the Institute of Public and Environmental
Affairs (IPE), a non-government group that monitors pol-
lution. “Many cities in Shanxi rank the lowest in the coun-
try when it comes to environment law enforcement and
information disclosure,” Ma said. Shanxi produces nearly a
billion tons of coal a year, around a quarter of the national

total, and despite promises to promote cleaner energy, its
production of the fossil fuel actually increased in the first
three quarters of 2018.

No leniency
Last year’s winter smog crackdown was criticized for a

“one size fits all” approach that failed to take account of
local conditions, shuttering hundreds of factories whether
they had implemented pollution controls or not. Beijing has
promised a more business-friendly campaign this year,
setting lower emissions-cutting targets and promising to
exempt environmentally compliant firms.

But after its failures last year, Jincheng is unlikely to be
treated leniently in the war on pollution, which is a signa-
ture policy of President Xi Jinping. On Monday, inspectors
said 19 firms in Jincheng had failed to follow rules to
restrict output during a smog outbreak last week, the lat-
est in a series of problems uncovered this year.

The city’s coal districts are now in a state of siege as
inspectors scour mines, coal processing facilities, chemical
plants and storage depots for violations.

This winter, Jincheng aims to cut coal chemical produc-
tion by 30 percent, and impose output curbs of as much as
50 percent in certain districts. It will also establish a 95-
square kilometer “no-coal zone” banning household coal
combustion and convert more than 9,000 households to
gas. One manager with Shanxi Lanhua High-Tech, a local
conglomerate involved in coal, chemicals and real estate,
said the city was under far greater pressure. The firm will
completely shut down some of its subsidiaries in winter,
and expects to lose around 450 million yuan ($64.84 mil-
lion) in earnings over the winter period. “This year the
intensity is going to be stronger,” said the manager, who
requested anonymity because he wasn’t authorized to talk
to the media. — Reuters

China coal city bears brunt of pollution crackdown

What next for 
France ‘yellow 
vest’ protests?

France’s angry “yellow vest” movement
made headlines over the weekend
when violent protests engulfed the

Champs-Elysees, with tear gas and smoke
from burning barricades. But who are the
protesters, and what will become of them? 

What are protests about?
The movement sprang up spontaneous-

ly last month against hikes in car fuel taxes,
with supporters donning the luminous
safety vests carried in all French vehicles.
Backed by people in small towns and the
countryside where most get around by car,
it has snowballed into a wider movement
against President Emmanuel Macron’s
alleged bias towards the rich and big cities.

After nationwide road blockades that
have left two people dead in accidents, last
weekend’s violent demo in Paris symbol-
ized a perceived gulf between urban elites
and “left-behind” provincial France.
Supporters’ goals are amorphous. Many
complain they barely scrape by and get
scant public services in exchange for some
of the highest tax bills in Europe. Some
want to reverse Macron’s tax cuts for the
rich while others want more measures to
help the poorest. Many have called on the
business-friendly president, a former
investment banker, to resign.

Protests different
France has a long history of protest

movements which have flared and waned,
opposing everything from fuel taxes to gay
marriage. Analysts say what makes the yel-
low vests unusual is the way their move-
ment has coalesced without leaders,
organized via social media. They also hail
from diverse social and political back-
grounds, though the government has

blamed far-right supporters for the vio-
lence on the Champs-Elysees. As a broad
church, it stands in contrast to another
spontaneous movement that spread across
France in 2016, “Nuit Debout” or “Up All
Night”, which was leftist. “There are peo-
ple who voted for the (far-right) National
Rally, but also lots of people who don’t
vote and people who voted for Macron,”
said Danielle Tartakowsky, a professor of
contemporary history at Paris 8 university.

Can they last?
For now, the yellow vests enjoy wide

public support: a poll last week showed
around 70 percent of respondents found
the protests justified. A first day of action
on November 17 saw some 300,000 peo-
ple turn out nationwide to man roadblocks,
with sporadic protests continuing through
the week. But last Saturday only about
100,000 took part, prompting suggestions
that the protests are on the wane.

“The movement could well disappear by
attrition,” said Jerome Saint-Marie, head of
research agency Pollingvox. “If next
Saturday there are only 50,000 people, it’s
over,” he predicted. But what began as
what Saint-Marie called a “spontaneous
and horizontal” movement has now indicat-
ed it is seeking to become more organized.
The yellow vests announced Monday that
they are nominating an eight-person dele-
gation to negotiate with the government.
“There is clearly a will to organize them-
selves. What remains to be seen is how
Emmanuel Macron will respond,” said
Tartakowsky.

Macron came to power vowing to
restore trust in politics, but the protests
have brought widespread anger over his
pro-business policies and perceived elit-
ism to the streets. With approval ratings
languishing at around 30 percent, many
protesters regard him as arrogant and out
of touch with people living modest lives in
provincial France. His government
attempted to head off the protests this
month by announcing a series of measures
to help poorer families pay the bills, but to
no avail. — AFP



LONDON: British Prime Minister Theresa May
rebutted US President Donald Trump’s warning about
the future of Anglo-American trade, saying a trade
deal was possible and that work towards it was mak-
ing good progress.

Trump said on Monday the agreement by which
the United Kingdom will leave the European Union
may make trade between Washington and London
more difficult - handing ammunition to May’s critics
at home who want to block the Brexit deal.

She said yesterday: “We will have an independent
trade policy and we will be able to do trade deals
with countries around the rest of the world,” citing a
political declaration on future relations with the EU
agreed in Brussels on Sunday. “As regards the
United States, we’ve already been talking to them

about the sort of agreement that we could have in
the future,” she told broadcasters. “We’ve got a
working group set up which is working very well
and has met many times.”

May’s spokesman said there had already been pos-
itive and productive discussions on an ambitious
trade deal through joint working groups and cited
public consultations on both sides of the Atlantic as
signs of progress. Asked whether May planned to
hold a bilateral meeting with Trump at a G20 summit
later this week, the spokesman said there were no
such plans.

“It’s not something we’ve requested,” he said.
“We’ve met with the president on a number of occa-
sions in recent months.”

With May facing a difficult battle to get parliament

to approve her deal, Trump’s words struck at the
heart of the government’s key argument for the cur-
rent Brexit accord: that it would allow Britain to strike
new global trade deals without abruptly shutting off
access to EU markets.

Alongside the prime minister’s words, the govern-
ment published a “press rebuttal” blog expanding on
her arguments and setting out Britain’s plans to pur-
sue a range of post-Brexit trade deals and play an
active role on the world stage.

“After we leave the EU in March next year, we will
take up our independent seat at the (World Trade
Organization) where we will play an active role in
negotiations and be strong advocates for the rules-
based global trading system,” the blog said.

Trump warned Monday that the deal taking Britain

out of the European Union may inadvertently hamper
trade between London and Washington. “Sounds like
a great deal for the EU,” he said at the White House,
before adding that “we have to take a look at serious-
ly whether or not the UK is allowed to trade.”

“You know, right now, if you look at the deal, they
may not be able to trade with us, and that wouldn’t be
a good thing,” he said. “I don’t think they want that at
all. That would be a very big negative for the deal.”
He expressed hope that Prime Minister Theresa May
will “be able to do something about that.”

The British leader on Sunday closed 17 months of
complex talks with Brussels by seal ing Brexit
arrangements with the 27 other EU heads of state and
government. However, May faces a difficult task get-
ting parliamentary approval for the deal. — Agencies
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Italy’s consumer 
and business 
confidence drops
ROME: Consumer and business confidence
in Italy dropped in November as the coun-
try’s populist government tussled with
Brussels over its big-spending budget plans.

The business confidence index fell to
101.1 points from 102.5 in October-its fifth
monthly drop in a row-while consumer con-
fidence dropped to 114.8 points from 116.5,
the national statistics institute said. On
Monday, the populist coalition-the anti-
establishment Five Stars Movement (M5S)
and far-right League-appeared open to
reducing its draft budget deficit, boosting
hopes Rome could ease a stand-off with the
European Union.

The European Commission has rejected
the draft budget because it sharply increas-
es spending and the deficit, which would
add to Italy’s already massive mountain of
debt. News that the 2019 budget deficit may
be limited to 2.2 percent of gross domestic
product (GDP), rather than 2.4 percent
helped boost the markets sharply.

Analysts warned however that the devil

would be in the detail. “Forecasting fiscal
deficits to a decimal place accurately is
impossible given it’s impossible to forecast
economic growth,” said Rabobank senior
strategist Michael Every. “One can interpret
the Italian government as having surren-
dered, or as saying ‘let’s just say it’s going to
be 2.2 percent and get on with spending’.

“There is as yet no climb-down on pen-
sion reform or citizens’ income,” he said,
referring to key electoral measures the par-
ties have pledged to implement no matter
what. The concern is that stress in Italy
caused by the populists’ big-spend budget
could spread to other European countries
which are only just recovering from the
eurozone debt crisis. On Monday, European
Central Bank head Mario Draghi warned,
without naming names, that one country’s
unsustainable economic policies could be a
danger for the whole eurozone.

“The euro area can be exposed to the
risks originating from unsustainable domes-
tic policies resulting in excessively high lev-
els of debt, financial sector vulnerabilities
and/or a lack of competitiveness,” he said.
“Through financial, confidence and trade
channels, these risks can spill over to other
countries which have similar weaknesses or
strong links with the country where the risk
originated”, he told European Parliament
lawmakers. — AFP 

Premier says UK-US trade deal is on track

May rebuts Trump warning on trade
LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May arrives to give a statement outside 10 Downing Street in central London. — AFP

Trump says he 
expects to raise 
China tariffs 
WASHINGTON/BEIJING: US
President Donald Trump said on Monday
he expected to move ahead with raising
tariffs on $200 billion in Chinese imports
to 25 percent from the current 10 percent
and repeated his threat to slap tariffs on
all remaining imports from China.

In an interview with the Wall Street
Journal four days ahead of his high-stakes
meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Argentina, Trump said it was
“highly unlikely” he would accept China’s
request to hold off on the increase, which
is due to take effect on Jan. 1.

“The only deal would be China has to
open up their country to competition
from the United States,” Trump told the
Journal. “As far as other countries are
concerned, that’s up to them.”

Trump, who is due to meet Xi on the
sidelines of a G20 summit in Buenos Aires
this week, said that if negotiations were
unsuccessful, he would also put tariffs on
the rest of Chinese imports.

“If we don’t make a deal, then I’m
going to put the $267 billion additional
on,” at a tariff rate of either 10 percent or

25 percent, Trump told the Journal. A
Chinese official told reporters last week
that the two leaders would look to set
guidelines for future talks.

“The main issue is how to settle down
the trade war,” the official said on condi-
tion of anonymity due to the sensitive
nature of preparatory negotiations. “I am
conservatively optimistic that can be
done,” he added.

At a regular news briefing in Beijing
yesterday, Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang reiterated
China’s hope that both sides could work
towards a “positive outcome” from the
meeting between the two leaders, citing a
“consensus” they reached during a Nov. 1
telephone call.

Double-edged sword 
Last week, Washington proposed step-

ping up scrutiny over technology exports
in 14 key high-tech areas including artifi-
cial intelligence and microprocessor tech-
nology, a move many analysts believe was
directly aimed at China. “If the United
States does not buy Chinese products
and US technology is not forthcoming,
would that really benefit US companies?”
said Xu Nanping, China’s vice minister of
Science and technology.

“We can buy from Japan and South
Korea or develop our own. What would
the United States do?” Xu told a small
group of reporters in Beijing yesterday,

adding that China accounts for at least
half of the market for many US listed
companies. Technology controls would
also be a double-edged sword, so in the
long term it would not be a win-win situa-
tion, but a lose-lose one, Xu said.

“In the manufacturing chain, China
occupies the low end and middle section,
while the United States is on the middle to
high end. Once the chain is broken, the
United States would be affected too.”

Tech goods 
Trump said the next round of tariffs

could also be placed on laptops and
Apple Inc’s iPhones imported from China,
which are part of that $267 billion list of
goods not yet hit by tariffs. Cell phones
and computers, among China’s biggest
exports to the United States, have been
spared as the administration has sought to
minimize the impact on US consumers.
The Journal said the administration has
been worried about a consumer reaction
to such levies.

“Maybe. Maybe. Depends on what the
rate is,” Trump said, referring to the pos-
sibility of tariffs on mobile phones and
laptops, according to the Journal. “I mean,
I can make it 10 percent, and people
could stand that very easily.” Shares in
Apple fell in after-hours trading after the
interview was published. An Apple
spokesman did not immediately respond
to Reuters’ queries. — Reuters 
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Supply shock triggers oil price 
drop; OPEC remains in focus 

Consolidation and acquisitions continue to shape industry

NBK Capital Report: Oil markets in 2019

KUWAIT: The past two months have been brutal for
financial markets and the oil market was no exception.
Brent fell from a high of $86.29/bbl. on October 3 to
$58.80/bbl on November 23. That is around 32 percent, or
the equivalent of $27.49, in less than two months. The
intensity and the speed of the decline raised concerns of a
scenario similar to that of the second half of 2014 where
the price of Brent declined continuously for 6 months
between June 2014 and January 2015 to lose 60 percent of
its value. Prices did not find a bottom until a year later
when Brent reached $26/bbl. in January 2016, down 77
percent from the peak.

The trigger back then was on the supply side when
OPEC pursued a pump-at-will strategy in an effort to
drive out the shale producers and gain market share. Oil
prices collapsed, and inventories started to build up quick-
ly, which subsequently proved to be too painful for oil pro-
ducers. This ultimately resulted in an unprecedented deal
among the member countries of OPEC and 11 non-OPEC
oil producing countries, including Russia, to cut produc-
tion by as much as 1.8mb/day. This deal successfully man-
aged to reduce excess stockpiles and provide support for
a rally that has been running for almost two years.

The recent price volatility, however, was driven by a
combination of uncertainties on both the supply and the
demand side.

On the supply side, the main concerns revolved initially
around the effects of the US sanctions on Iran and the
resulting potential shortfall of supplies, in addition to the
effect of the volatile supply coming from less stable coun-
tries such as Venezuela, Nigeria and Libya.

Suddenly, concerns of shortfall turned into fears of
oversupply. In an unexpected move, the US president
issued 180-day waivers from the sanctions for 8 countries
including China, India, Japan, and South Korea, which
together buy more than 75 percent of Iranian oil exports
while earlier expectations were for Iranian oil exports to
drop to zero. This coincided with a report released by the
EIA showing an 8-million-barrel build in US oil inventories
for the week ending September 28, at a time where US
production was at its peak. Globally, OECD commercial oil
stocks started to rise again after a relatively long period of
decline caused by the OPEC coordinated crude produc-
tion cut, which drove down global inventories significantly
since the beginning of 2017.

Oil demand
On the demand side, a slowing world economy, espe-

cially from outside the OECD countries, the main driver for
increases in global oil demand was threatening demand
levels during 2019. This prompted a second OPEC policy
U-turn in a very short period of time from increasing sup-
plies to compensate for a shortfall from Iran to curbing
supplies again to avoid flooding the market after signs of
softening demand during 2019 started to emerge.

Iran sanctions
After the US withdrew from the nuclear deal with Iran,

it re-imposed much stricter and far-reaching sanctions tar-
geted at the Iranian economy. The first set of sanctions
came into effect on August 7 and included restrictions on
Iran’s purchase of US currency, trading in gold and pre-
cious metals, purchase of auto parts, commercial passen-
ger aircrafts and related parts and services. The second set
of sanctions, however, is what concerned oil markets. It
restricts sales of oil and petrochemical products from Iran
and it came into effect on November 4. Ahead of that
deadline, oil markets became increasingly nervous until
prices peaked at the beginning of October.

In anticipation of the second phase of sanction imple-
mentation, Saudi Arabia and other major oil producers

expressed their willingness and ability to increase produc-
tion to replace any sanction-related shortfalls from Iran.
On October 23, the Saudi oil minister said that the
Kingdom was prepared “to meet any demand that materi-
alizes”. In fact, Saudi has been increasing production
gradually during 2018. It started the year at 9.95mb/d and
by the end of October production stood at 10.63mb/d,
recording an increase of 676,000 b/d over the previous
10 months. Iran was more than 500,000 b/d below its
production level over the same period.

The increase in Saudi production along with that of
Libya of 297,000 b/d and the UAE of 245,000 b/d have
more than offset the declines in both Iranian and
Venezuelan production. OPEC is now producing a total of
32.9 million b/d compared to 32.62 million b/d at the end
of 2017, an increase of 279,000 during 2018.

While the oil market braced for the effect of the sanc-
tions on market prices, President Trump issued a tempo-
rary waiver for 8 countries including China, India, and
Japan, which happen to be some of Iran’s largest clients.
This took the markets by surprise and suddenly concerns
about starving the market because of a decline in Iranian
exports turned into fears of oversupply, which accelerated
the decline in oil prices.

OPEC, which was just unwinding the Declaration of
Cooperation (DoC) that removed over 1.8 million b/d from
the market and helped drain excess inventories, was again
looking to cut production by as much as 1.4 million b/d to
avert a slide in oil price amid a slowing global economy
and an increasing US production.

US production
The precipitous drop in oil prices during 2014 was the

beginning of a fundamental change in the dynamics of the
oil markets. A change that would be marked by the rise of
the shale oil industry and the US becoming the largest
global producer of crude.

US production of crude oil reached 11.6mb/d at the
beginning of November. The production of conventional
oil has been relatively stable and fluctuated around 4.4-
4.8mb/d over the past 10 years. The tight oil segment, on
the other hand, was the real game changer.

After a brief dip in production following the slide in oil
prices at the beginning of 2015, the level of US tight oil
production stabilized and then started to build momentum
again around the start of 2017. The change in rig count
was much more pronounced, however. The US rig count
dropped from a high of 1,931 in September 2014 to a low
of 404 in May 2016. It has recovered somewhat since, but
it is still around half of its 2014 high and stands today at a
little over 1,000. Over the same period, shale output
increased from a low of 4,121mb/d recorded in May 2016
to around 6,209mb/d as of September 2018.

This is very telling of the dynamics of the shale indus-
try. Since the collapse of the oil price back in 2015 more
than 71 companies in the exploration and production
industry went bankrupt in Texas alone. The shale industry
is highly fragmented and formed of many smaller and high-
ly leveraged players who are naturally vulnerable to pro-
longed declines in oil prices and rising interest rates. To
many, the collapse of the shale industry was inevitable in
the wake of the price crash of 2014-2015. What happened
next, however, is that survivors became more cost con-
scious, more efficient and started to find new methods of
drilling and are now able to extract much more oil from
each well. According to Timothy Dove, the chief executive
of Pioneer Natural Resources, “typically fracking recovers
8-10 percent of the oil in the shale. Being able to go from
10 percent to 12 percent would actually increase output by
20 percent.”

Another factor that is shaping the industry is consolida-

tion and acquisitions. Around 80 percent of a shale well’s
production happens in the first two years of operations.
Despite the fact that giant oil company have cut their capi-
tal expenditures, many of them are redirecting some of
their capital spending to the shale industry, especially in
the Permian Basin. The relatively short production timeta-
bles compared to the multi-decade and multi-billion dol-
lars offshore projects have lured big oil into investing in
shale. In July 2018, BP bought the US shale oil and gas
assets of global miner BHP Billiton for $10.5 billion.
ExxonMobil said it would increase its daily shale produc-
tion fivefold to 500 thousand barrels per day by 2025.
Exxon has been building its presence in the Permian with
acquisitions; it spent $6.6 billion on buying drilling rights
on 250,000 acres last year. Large companies have more
room to exploit their expertise and supply chains and have
deeper pockets to invest in analytics and infrastructure to
optimize production and transport.

Other factors 
Other factors adding uncertainty to the oil markets

include the smaller and less stable oil producers such as
Nigeria and Libya and production increases from large
non-OPEC members such as the Russian Federation, which
is contributing significantly to the global supply.

Nigeria produced between 1.9 and 2.0 million b/d from
1990 to early 2016 when its production plunged by more
than 400K b/d to around 1.5mb/d due to political instabil-
ity. It successfully managed to ramp up its production to a
little over 1.7mb/d over the past two years and averaged
around 1.75mb/d as of October 2018. The planned elec-
tions, however, in February 2019 will be a significant risk to
the oil markets early next year.

The same applies for Libya whose political climate is
very unstable and increasingly unpredictable. The elec-
tions that were originally planned on December 10 this
year have now been rescheduled to early 2019. The
increase in Libyan oil production helped in offsetting some
of the recent declines in Iranian exports. According to sec-
ondary sources as reported by OPEC’s Monthly Oil
Markets Report, Libya produced 1.114mb/d in October
compared to an average of 390K b/d during 2016 and
817K b/d in 2017. The average increase between October
and June this year of around 225K b/d was almost half the
decline in production from Iran. Any setback in production
due to political or security issues would easily deprive the
market of several hundred thousand barrels of oil per day.

Another major factor to watch on the supply side is
Russian production levels. Russia has been increasing pro-
duction for the past decade. It produced an average of
11.29mb/d during the first 10 month of 2018 compared to
11.17mb/d in 2017. Russian companies have ramped up
production during the later months of 2018 as production
reached 11.60mb/d in October, almost at the same level of
the US. Russian cooperation with OPEC on the
Declaration of Cooperation was key to its success and will
be a prerequisite for the success of any future deal to curb
production.

Demand-supply balance
The IMF cut its expectation for global growth for this

year and next year by 0.2 percentage points and is now
expecting global GDP to grow at 3.7 percent down from a
previous estimate of 3.9 percent, citing trade tensions
between the US and its trade partners that are starting to
hurt economic activity worldwide. In particular, the IMF
forecast for the US and China remain stable for 2018 at 2.9
percent and 6.6 percent respectively but have been
revised down to 2.6 percent and 6.2 percent in 2019.

Moreover, it underlined its forecast for Emerging
Markets as their downward revisions were “more severe”

due to trade wars, weaker local currencies against the US
Dollar, and a rising interest rate environment in the US, in
addition to political instability in many Developing nations.
The IMF downgrades acted as the trigger for the start of
the selloff in the oil markets given that Emerging Markets
are the drivers of increases in global demand for crude.

OPEC, in turn, revised down demand for its products in
2019 by around 510K b/d to around 31.54mb/d as of
November 2018. It had previously estimated demand for
its oil would be around 32.05mb/d back in September. The
revision was driven by a combination of a projected
150Kb/d decline in global demand and an increase of
360Kb/d in non-OPEC supply, which is mainly coming
from the United States.

OPEC production is estimated to average around
32.57mb/d for the current year and then to drop to
31.54mb/d to match estimated demand for 2019. It stood
at 32.9mb/d in October, meaning that OPEC would have to
cut somewhere around 1.4mb/d from current levels to
reach a demand supply balance in 2019, everything else
constant.

Final thoughts 
The overall crude market landscape is changing, and it

is changing fast. Today, the three top oil producers, Saudi
Arabia, the United States and Russia jointly produce an
average of around 33.8mb/d. This compares to a total
OPEC production of around 32.9mb/d currently. It follows
that much of the dynamics in the oil markets, on the supply
side at least, will be determined by the degree of agree-
ment, or the lack thereof, among the top three producers.

OPEC and its allies will be meeting in Vienna in early
December to try to formulate a policy response to the risk
of supply running ahead of demand in 2019 and prices col-
lapsing. Saudi Arabia is now pushing for a cut in output by
as much as 1-1.4 million barrels per day while the Russians,
so far, are favoring a wait-and-see position in the short
term to get more clarity from market data in the coming
few months, as per the Russian oil minister.

Russian output has been increasing steadily and Russia
does not seem to be very keen on curbing output again
after they pushed for a relaxation of the DoC earlier in the
summer. President Putin said oil prices of around $70/bbl.
“suits us perfectly”, but he also said that Russia would
continue to cooperate with Saudi Arabia in the oil market
adding that he cannot say if production should be limited.
Russia’s budget and economic forecasts are based on an
average oil price of $40/bbl. for 2018. Its economy is much
less dependent on oil revenues than pure-play producers
and could withstand somewhat lower levels of oil prices,
which would actually benefit its non-oil economy in many
ways. For the Russians, however, participating in a produc-
tion control deal need not be purely for economic reasons,
geopolitics is as important.

In the US, the situation is very different. President
Trump is pushing for lower oil prices while the US is
pumping crude at record levels. He recently referred to the
drop in prices as tax cut to America and the World and
wanted prices to go even lower. Meanwhile, the shale
industry is actually growing so fast that the current EIA
projections are calling for US production to reach 12mb/d
in April. That is six months sooner than the EIA’s own
expectations just a month ago and 1.2 million barrels high-
er than its expectations at the beginning of the year.

For now, it seems that the direction of the oil markets
will be greatly dependent on the direction that OPEC
decides to take on December 6 and most importantly
whether or not the Russians will be part of that agreement.
The greatest risk in the short term is a non-decision in
Vienna next month but overall the risk in the next few
months seems to be strongly skewed to the downside. 

KUWAIT: United Projects for Aviation Services
Company (UPAC), a leading commercial real estate
and facilities management company, signed a five-
year concession contract with a total contract value
of KD 5.352 million, with the Incheon International

Airport Corporation (IIAC), for the development
operation and management of the parking lot and
related facilities at the Kuwait International Airport’s
Terminal 4 (T4).

Earlier in April, the IIAC won the bid to operate,
manage, maintain and develop T4 at Kuwait
International Airport through 2023 under the
Operation and Management agreement executed
with the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA). T4 is the dedicated terminal for Kuwait
Airways.  

Under the terms of the contract, UPAC will man-
age the T4 parking lot and related facilities including
security, cash collection, and maintenance. The park-
ing lot holds a total capacity of 2,457 parking spaces
(657 in the long-term parking and 1,800 in the short-
term parking),all of which are shaded and spacious,

and a short walk to the satellite building where pas-
sengers easily cross the departure bridge connected
directly to the terminal. 

The parking lots will utilize state-of-the-art park-
ing equipment that UPAC will install and manage.
These will include technologies such as license plate
recognition technology, and automated entry and exit
lanes. In addition, UPAC will install Auto Pay Stations
for swift and convenient customer payment, further
facilitating customers’ entrance and exit to the T4
terminal. Additional services that will be offered at T4
include valet parking, taxi and limousine services. 

Commenting on this occasion, UPAC Chief
Executive Officer Nadia Akil said, “Operating the
parking facilities of the new T4 is another milestone
for the company. T4 is an important new gateway to
Kuwait, and we are proud to be part of it. I would

also like to take this opportunity to thank the IIAC
and the DGCA for their trust; we look forward to
working with them at T4. We aim to continue provid-
ing the highest standards of services for our cus-
tomers at the new terminal.” 

With the addition of T4, UPAC is now operating
four major projects in Kuwait, with the three current
projects running optimally, and looks forward to
increasing its portfolio both locally and in the region.
UPAC currently manages the operations of Kuwait
International Airport’s main Terminal 1 parking and
related facilities, including the airport mall, in addition
to the management of real estate and parking facili-
ties at the airport’s Sheikh Saad terminal and
Discovery Mall in Kuwait City. Outside of Kuwait,
UPAC is one of three Kuwait-based companies
developing Abu Dhabi’s Reem Mall. 

UPAC awarded 
Terminal 4 
parking facility 
management 
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Turkey investment body to hold B2B 
meetings with Kuwaiti investors 

Turkey seeks to boost Kuwaiti investments in strategic sectors
By Faten Omar

The Prime Ministry Investment Support and
Promotion Agency of Turkey organized a
roundtable with CEOs of top companies in

Kuwait on Sunday to discuss the investment climate
and opportunities in Turkey. The event discussed
the Turkish economy’s latest trends and investment
environment and opportunities for foreigners.

Kuwait Times spoke with Arda Ermut, President
of the investment office, about relations between
Kuwait and Turkey. He said the enormous potential
and trade perspectives of the two countries match
perfectly, and in the upcoming period, they plan to
attend more investment-related meetings and semi-
nars in Kuwait. They also plan to collaborate with
business associations and government institutions
to hold B2B meetings with potential  Kuwaiti
investors, organize their visits to Turkey and help
with the investment process.

Ermut  revealed that the end of June 2018, there
were 325 companies and four liaison offices with
Kuwaiti capital in Turkey. Kuwait was Turkey’s 57th
largest export and 80th largest import partner in
2017 and the trade volume between the two coun-
tries was $414 million in 2017. Some excerpts:

Kuwait Times: Tell us more about the function 
of the Presidency of the Republic of 

Turkey Investment Office?
Ermut: Established in 2006 as part of an overall

action plan to create a more business-friendly eco-
nomic environment in Turkey both for domestic and
international investors, the Investment Office is the
official organization for promoting Turkey’s invest-
ment opportunities to the global business commu-
nity and for providing assistance to investors
before, during and after their entry into Turkey. 

We are in charge of encouraging investments
that are needed for the further economic develop-
ment of Turkey. To this end, Invest in Turkey sup-
ports high-technology, value-added and employ-
ment-generating investments with facilitation and
follow-up services during the whole processes of
relevant investments. Our efforts have led to
around $195 billion of foreign direct investment
pouring into Turkey over the past 15 years, an era
marked by political stability led by President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Let me remind you that
total FDI attracted into the country prior to 2002
was around $15 billion.

Impressive growth
KT: Can you give an overview of 

the current Turkish economy?
Ermut: Turkey is ranked as the 13th largest econo-

my, achieving an impressive annual growth rate of
nearly 6 percent over the past 15 years. Since the
beginning of 2018, the Turkish economy has been
experiencing significant events. Financial markets have
observed rising volatilities and unhealthy price forma-
tions in recent months that are out of line with Turkey’s
macroeconomic dynamics and solid fundamentals.

First, Turkey achieved an average annual growth
rate of 5.7 percent in the 2003-2017 period and 6.8
percent in the 2010-2017 period, which proved
resilient against domestic and international shocks.
With this performance, the Turkish economy outper-
formed other emerging countries despite negativities
such as the 2008 global financial crisis, the European
sovereign debt crisis, an influx of refugees, a failed
coup attempt, regional conflicts and recent protec-
tionist moves and trade war expectations.  The com-
position of the growth has also evolved into a more
balanced position in recent quarters. Along with
domestic demand, an important driver of Turkey’s
growth performance, a rebound has been observed in
the contribution of net exports thanks to competitive
exchange rates, rising tourism revenues, restored rela-
tions with neighbors and trade diversification policies.
Thus, Turkey has achieved a sustainable production
and investment-oriented export-led growth strategy. 

Second, excluding gold and energy, the current
account dynamics and its financing have improved
recently in Turkey. Growth recovery in trading part-
ners such as the EU, the contribution of competitive
real exchange rates and downward expectations in
imports can be considered the main factors that will
support the current account of Turkey for the near
future. With regard to the financing of the current
account deficit in Turkey, an important part is
financed by FDI and long-term sources with a con-
siderably lower role of portfolio and short-term
inflows. The third solid fundamental is Turkey’s fis-
cal position. The recovery in the Turkish economy
after the 2001 crisis has been characterized by the
restructuring of the banking system, and more
importantly, restoring the healthiness of its fiscal
position. In this context, Turkey has achieved lower
public debt and decreased the fiscal deficit by pur-
suing tight fiscal policies. Over the past 15 years,
budget deficit to GDP ratio in Turkey has drastical-
ly decreased from over 10 percent to levels varying
between 1 to 3 percent and the public debt to GDP
ratio has also been reduced from over 70 percent
to below 30 percent, outperforming the Maastricht
criteria of 60 percent.

All these figures indicate that, while having diffi-
culties in certain areas, the fundamentals of the
Turkish economy are solid, strong and promising. 

KT: The Turkish lira has had some real trouble 
lately - how do you assess the situation?

Ermut: The recent depreciation has not been
exclusive to the Turkish lira, almost all currencies,
especially emerging market currencies, but also
advanced economies’ currencies have depreciated
against US dollar in recent months. The US dollar has
significantly appreciated against all major currencies,
including the euro, over the past six months.

Prudent measures
The main causes of currency depreciation are a

stronger dollar, the intensification of global trade
between the US and the rest of the world, mainly
China and the EU, rising short-term interest rates in
the US and robust economic growth in the US sup-
ported by corporates spending and tax decreases.  

Turkey’s economic policy authorities are taking
prudent and timely measures to support the finan-
cial stability and sustain the effective functioning of
financial markets to counter the recent develop-
ments seen in the Turkish lira. The Central Bank of
Turkey pulled down the required reserve ratios for
both TRY and FX denominated liabilities to specifi-
cally support flexibility of the banks in their liquidi-
ty management as of August 13, 2018.

Complementing this measure, banking regulation
and supervision of Turkey limited FX swap transac-
tions to curb the decline in and stabilize the value
of TRY as of August 15, 2018. On top of that, the
CBRT has a rich policy set and implements any of
which is deemed fit when necessary to stabilize the
value of TRY. In this regard, the CBRT has hiked
the rates more than once in recent months, the most
recent hike was on September 13, 2018 when it
increased policy rates by 625 basis points.

KT: How would you summarize 
Turkey’s engagement with Kuwait?

Ermut: We believe that relations between Kuwait
and Turkey have enormous potential and trade per-
spectives of the two countries match perfectly. We
are very keen on attracting FDI from Kuwait and I
can guarantee my and my team’s full support in all
phases of Kuwaiti investments in Turkey.

In the upcoming period, we plan to attend more
investment-related meetings and seminars in
Kuwait. We also plan to collaborate with business
associations and government institutions to hold
B2B meetings with potential Kuwaiti investors,
organize their visits to Turkey and help them with
their investment process.

Open for business
KT: What would you say to convince 
foreign investors to come to Turkey?

Ermut: Turkey is a country open for competition
and international investors. We are a country that has
realized its economic welfare under the leadership of
private industry. Therefore, we consider the legal reg-
ulations and reforms to ensure comfortable and free
investments by the private industry to be very impor-
tant. We believe that the government’s role in the
economy should be to support, not to clog. 

With this in mind, we carried out a prominent R&D
reform in early 2016 and we introduced support for
design for the first time. Design is the most important
component of high value-added production, and
R&D is the most critical part of it. As a government,
we give strong support to R&D. We released a new
Industrial Property Law in early 2017. Thus, we
ensured protection of R&D, patents and innovation.
By forming a legal framework on these issues, we
created a fair competition environment. 

That was not enough for us. We made very
important and revolutionary reforms to improve the
investment environment in March. We reduced the
time necessary for establishing a company. We
shortened the process for establishing a company,
which was 30 days before 2002, to 6.5 days first,
and now to only a few hours. The investors can
directly go to the trade registry with their articles
of association and begin to work without having to
go to the revenue office, social security office,
notary or any other organization. This is an impor-
tant reform as it supports the investment ecosys-
tem. The economic growth and stability achieved by
Turkey and its reforms and regulations have of
course been noted by international investors.
International investors, who saw the stability and
growth provided by the reforms, invested around
$195 billion to our country during the last 15 years.
Considering that our country attracted only $15 bil-
lion in FDI during the 80 years prior to 2003, we
can more clearly see how meaningful the progress
we made is. 

We are determined to further leverage the suc-
cess we achieved in FDI to higher levels because

we believe that Turkey’s potential of attracting
direct investments is much higher. Turkey offers
important opportunities both in and out of the
country with its young and dynamic population of
81 million people as well as with its strategic loca-
tion. At present, many international companies con-
sider Turkey as an investment base to penetrate the
region. 

Geographical advantage
Turkey is geographically close to the markets of

Europe, Central Asia, the Middle East and Africa,
and it has also developed very strong relations in
the region through free trade agreements. Similarly,
you can easily access almost each and every impor-
tant commercial point of the region thanks to

Turkish Airlines. 
Furthermore, we believe developing infrastruc-

ture is essential for attracting FDI. For this purpose,
we built the Marmaray and the Eurasia Tunnel,
which connects the Asian and European continents
beneath the Bosphorus. We have realized invest-
ments that will enable delivering goods and servic-
es more effectively and much faster. The Osmangazi
Bridge, a suspension bridge with the fourth longest
span in the world, and Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge,
the third bridge on Bosphorus, have reduced the
distance between trade and investment centers. 

Also, Istanbul’s new airport, which will eventually
be the largest airport in the world, opened its first
phase on October 29. This strengthened Turkey’s
central position as a global hub. We have also laid
foundations for the Canakkale 1915 Bridge, which is
to take the top rank in its segment in the world.
Furthermore, we continue to work on the Kanal
Istanbul Project, which will be built as a sister to
the Bosphorus.

We have not neglected financial infrastructure.
We are exerting every human effort to turn Istanbul
into an international finance center. From its devel-
oped economy to human capital and strategic posi-
tion, Istanbul has the potential to become an ideal
international finance center. We are conducting the
infrastructure work and the necessary regulatory
arrangements together to realize this potential.

KT: Are you involved in promoting any 
industry or product, which may be of interest 

for prospective investors?
Ermut: We are working to attract investments

that will contribute to Turkey’s economic develop-
ment. To this end, we are targeting investments that
wil l  transfer technology to Turkey, generate
employment in Turkey and reduce Turkey’s depend-
ence on imports, thus reducing the current account
deficit. As such we are focusing on key areas and
sectors that will deliver these results and make
Turkey more competitive. Such sectors are automo-
tive, ICT, petrochemicals, energy, renewable ener-
gy, machinery, aerospace and pharmaceuticals.    

KT: How does the Investment Office provide 
assistance regarding foreign direct 

Investment in Turkey?
Ermut: Active on a global scale, we operate with

a network of local consultants based in countries
such as China, France, Germany, India, Japan, South
Korea, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Spain, the UK, the UAE
and the US. We offer an extensive range of services
to investors through a one-stop-shop approach,
ensuring that they obtain optimal results from their
investments in Turkey. Our team of professionals
assist investors in a variety of languages including
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, German, Italian,
Japanese and Spanish.

Working on a fully confidential basis, as well as
combining the private sector approach with the
backing of all governmental bodies, our free-of-
charge services include consulting services, coordi-
nation services, business facilitation services, site
selection support, investment delegation visits,
project launch services, partnership development
assistance and aftercare services.

What the Investment Office offers:
• General and customized business information,

sectoral analysis and reports
• Site selection support 

• Arrangements of meetings with governmental
bodies and other stakeholders

• Facilitation of your investment at all stages
• Matchmaking with local partners and estab-

lishing business linkages
• Project launch services

KT: How is the legal framework of foreign direct
investment regulated under Turkish Law?  

Ermut: Turkey’s investment environment is favor-
able, offering a landscape that is comparatively
easy to navigate. Turkey enacted a new Foreign
Direct Investment Law in 2003, enshrining equal
treatment for all investors, both foreign and domes-
tic, and providing them with certain guarantees,
such as international arbitration, guarantee of profit
transfer and protection against expropriation.
Foreign investments in Turkey are also protected by
bilateral investment treaties signed with more than
75 countries. Turkey has also signed bilateral tax
treaties with some 80 countries to prevent double
taxation. The local accounting system is mostly
aligned with international accounting standards.  

KT: What type of tax practice is 
applicable in Turkey? 

Ermut: Turkey has one of the most competitive
corporate tax rates in the OECD region. The
Turkish corporate tax legislation has noticeably
clear, objective and harmonized provisions which
are in line with international standards. 

The Turkish tax legislation can be classified
under three main headings - income taxes, taxes on
expenditure, and taxes on wealth. Income taxes are
divided into two, namely individual income tax and
corporate income tax. Although individual income
tax and corporate income tax are governed by dif-
ferent laws, many rules and provisions pursuant to
individual income tax also apply to corporations,
particularly in terms of income elements and the
determination of net income. Taxes on expenditure
include value added tax, special consumption tax,
banking and insurance transaction tax and stamp
duty tax. Lastly, there are three kinds of taxes on
wealth - property taxes, motor vehicle tax and
inheritance and gift tax.

KT: What is the new incentive program that 
has recently been announced and how will 

that benefit the economy?
Ermut: Recently announced incentives include

tax deductions in automotive, white goods, furni-
ture and real-estate sectors. Within the scope of
these new incentives, value-added tax in the furni-
ture sector was reduced to 8 percent from 18, spe-
cial consumption tax on white goods was reduced
to zero, special consumption tax charged to auto-
mobiles below 1,600 engine size was reduced by
15 percent, value-added tax on commercial vehi-
cles was reduced to 1 percent from 18, and value-
added tax on real estate, which has already been
reduced to 8 percent from 18, will remain the
same. Deductions, which will be implemented in
these six topics, aim to reduce inflation, support
the re-balancing period in the economy and
increase employment.   

KT: Turkish tourism is expecting a strong rebound, 
but how do you think the recent steep fluctuations

in foreign exchange will affect the sector?
Ermut: Turkey’s tourism revenue rose by 19 per-

cent in 2017, hitting $26.3 billion compared to
2016’s $22.1 billion. While we hosted 36.8 million
foreign tourists in 2014 and 36.3 million in 2015, this
figure fell sharply to 25.3 million in 2016. There was
a strong rebound in 2017 and we recorded 32.4 mil-
lion visitors. Turkey expects 40 million tourists in
2018 and has set 2023 targets as 50 million tourists
and $50 billion in tourism revenue. Against this
backdrop, Turkey is experiencing a rebound in the
tourism industry and is expecting a return to the
record high number of tourists seen only a few
years ago. The increase in the number of reserva-
tions in 2018 is indicative of Turkey’s return to
prominence as a prime tourism destination. The
tourism targets in Turkey’s Vision 2023, which
includes attracting 50 million tourists with a total
revenue of $50 billion, are well on the way to being
achieved.

The recent currency fluctuations may have
adverse effects in emerging markets and Turkey but
in our case, this also helped the re-balancing of the
Turkish economy as tourism revenues and export
amounts have risen together with the rise in foreign
exchange.

Expectations
KT: Tell us about your expectations for 2019. 

What will be the main focus?
Ermut: From the economic perspective, the main

focus will be on re-balancing. Despite lots of nega-
tivities in the past and now the currency fluctuations,
the Turkish economy has the ability and potential to
cope with these problems. The composition of
growth has evolved into a more balanced position in
recent quarters. Along with domestic demand, an
important driver of Turkey’s growth performance, a
rebound has been observed in the contribution of
net exports thanks to competitive exchange rates,
rising tourism revenues, restored relations with
neighbors, and trade diversification policies. Thus,
Turkey has achieved a sustainable production and
investment-oriented export-led growth strategy. We
aim to achieve this in 2019 as well.

On the investment and FDI side, our target is to
attract more FDI than the previous year. However,
while achieving this, we also aim to attract more
investments to strategic sectors that will help reduce
our current deficit.

Arda Ermut, President of the investment office, speaks during the interview.—Photo by Joseph Shagra
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Established 1961 

KUWAIT: British Airways bids farewell to one of the
most iconic aircraft in its fleet, the Boeing 767. The
airline’s final two 767s were retired to St Athan in
Wales after the last commercial flight - Larnaca in
Cyprus to Heathrow - took place on Sunday 25th
November 2018.

Since British Airways operated its first 767 in
February 1990 on a short hop to Paris, the fleet of
aircraft have completed over 425,000 commercial
flights. Frankfurt was the route where enthusiasts
could spot the 767 most frequently, with the aircraft
completing nearly 15,000 flights to and from the air-
port, but the aircraft has also been used to serve
routes from Abu Dhabi, to Calgary and New York.
While it was initially used for long-haul, in recent
years it has been reconfigured for use on short-haul,
including to Athens and Larnaca as well as on some
domestic routes.

The retirement comes as British Airways looks to
the future of its fleet. Just days ago, the airline took
delivery of its 30th Boeing 787 Dreamliner - the
newest aircraft in its fleet. Not only is the Dreamliner
around 40 per cent quieter than other aircraft it also
uses 20 per cent less fuel than similarly sized aircraft.

This means a reduction in carbon dioxide and nitro-
gen oxide emissions. But it’s not just the 787 being
added to British Airways’ fleet. Later in the year the
airline will take delivery of another pioneering air-
craft - its first Airbus A350, part of the airline’s £4.5
billion investment for customers over the next five
years. 

On the 767 retirement, British Airways Director of
Flight Operations, Captain Al Bridger, said: “The 767
has been a brilliant part of our fleet, flying some of
our most popular routes and giving customers what
was an industry-leading service in its time. It’s fitting
that as the final 767 leaves the fleet, we take our
30th delivery of another industry-leading aircraft,
the 787, which offers customers an exceptional
experience in the skies.”

The final 767 commercial flight took place on air-
craft reg G-BZHA. This aircraft first flew in 1998 and
has flown an estimated 23 million miles. It has visited
Larnaca 900 times in its life, but its most popular
route is actually to Athens, where it’s completed
1,275 round trips. It is estimated that this aircraft has
carried around 4 million customers across nearly
23,000 flights.

767 first entered fleet in 1990, flying over 425,000 commercial flights

British Airways bids farewell 
to iconic Boeing 767 aircraft

Renault Al-Babtain 
displays its unstoppable 
SUV - all-new Duster 
at The Avenues Mall
KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al-Babtain Co, the
authorized agent of Renault in the State of Kuwait
proudly displayed the all-new Duster - the unstoppable
SUV - at the Avenues mall for three days. Visitors were
dazzled by the new Duster’s high-quality, new features
and affordability.

The all-new Renault Duster boasts brand-new exte-
rior styling, delivering a distinctly assertive and robust
look, as well as an upgrade in perceived quality with a
totally redesigned interior for a comfortable and user-
friendly driving experience. 

The Duster’s roominess, affordability and off-road
capabilities have long been recognized as the model’s
strengths and the all-new models continue to carry
these desirable attributes. The SUV’s exterior has been
given a more robust look thanks to the addition of a
wide chrome-finish grille which extends to the head
lights positioned at the car’s front corners. A front skid
plate reinforces the Duster’s adventurer credentials and
ensures that the vehicle never loses its smart looks.
Finished with Renault’s signature C-shaped lighting
with LED daytime running lights the Duster is a modern
SUV with a rugged personality. 

Inside, the Duster is equipped with new, high-quali-
ty, driving aids and new equipment, making it a genuine

adventure-ready SUV which offers the versatility and
comfort for everyday driving. On stepping inside the
cabin, the noticeable difference in quality is instantly
recognizable - packed with ‘Easy Life’ features like Hill
Descent Control, Multiview camera and Blind Spot
Warning, 4x4 monitor, automatic air conditioning,
Remote Engine Start (GCC only), seven-inch touch-
screen tablet and Renault smart card with keyless entry
system - as well as quality trims and materials. 

The all-new Duster is available in both 2WD and
4WD specifications and offers among the market’s very
best off-road capability. With a choice of two petrol
engines; 1.6L (4x2) mated to a CVT automatic trans-
mission, and 2.0L with automatic transmission (4x4),
the Duster is an SUV equipped for any terrain.

Renault Al-Babtain encourages its customers to dis-
cover the ‘best in class’ model by visiting the showroom
located in Al Rai and enjoy the test drive experience. 

Samsung 
launches the
Galaxy A9 
in Kuwait
KUWAIT: Samsung Gulf Electronics yes-
terday announced the latest addition to its
Galaxy family with the launch of the new
Galaxy A9 in Kuwait. A smartphone built
for those who love to explore, capture the
moment and share it as they see it - Galaxy
A9 boasts the world’s first rear quad cam-
era and features, designed to help you live
each day to the fullest.

“Samsung understands the demand for
meaningful innovation in a fast-paced
world driven by visual communication,”
said Tarek Sabbagh, Head of IT & Mobile
(IM) Division at Samsung Gulf Electronics.
“Building on our legacy in smartphone
camera development we’re introducing our
next-generation technology: the world’s
first rear quad camera. We’re excited to
deliver on this promise and debut it with
the Galaxy A9, the latest addition to the
Galaxy A series family.”

In an exciting and connected world
where moments and memories, from the
everyday to the once-in-a-lifetime, are
captured and shared instantly, the smart-
phone has become so much more than just
a phone to consumers. That’s why the
Galaxy A9 is packed with Samsung’s best
camera innovations, to enable all con-
sumers to achieve more, experience more
and unlock more possibilities every day. 

The Galaxy A9 is tailored for those who
know what they want, and go after it.
Whether it’s capturing a dare-devil selfie
or that perfect panorama, the Galaxy A9 is
the ultimate companion for capturing and
sharing everyday adventures, no matter
where life takes you.  

The Innovative Rear Quad Camera
The Galaxy A9 allows you to capture

dynamic and beautiful photos effortlessly.
With four lenses, experience even more
ways to unleash your creativity and cap-
ture, create and share stunning images. 

l Get close without compromise with
2x Optical Zoom for incredible and
detailed close-up shots even from far
away.

l Capture the world in its fullest and
without limit, with the Ultra Wide Lens, and
shoot like a pro with the Scene Optimizer.
Thanks to AI Scene Recognition, your
camera is now smarter, and able to identify
the subject and adjust settings accordingly
for the best photo, in an instant. 

l Express your creativity with the
Depth Lens, giving you the freedom to
manually manage the photos’ depth of field
and focus on the subject for stunning, pro-
fessional looking images.  

l Capture clear and bright images in
both bright and low light conditions with
Galaxy A9’s 24MP Main Lens, for gor-
geous photos at any time of the day. 

Powerful New Features For Exceptional
all-day Performance 

The reliable 3,800mAh1 battery life
on the Galaxy A9 lets you live without
limits and enjoy outstanding long-lasting
performance. You can now capture
everything, without restriction, store

more and delete less with the Galaxy
A9’s 128GB storage and up to 512GB of
expandable memory. 

Designed to make life more convenient,
the Galaxy A9 features Bixby2, Samsung
Pay3 and Samsung Health and you can
take advantage of the many multi-tasking
benefits the Galaxy A9 offers, including
App Pair. 

First Class Design
Galaxy A9, 128 GB, is now available for

KWD 179 across all major retailers and
Samsung Brand Stores in Kuwait in Caviar
Black, Lemonade Blue and Bubblegum
Pink4 with a sleek and ergonomic design,
that fits in one hand with a 3D Glass
curved back for a high-quality comfort-
able feel.   

Arzan Wealth sells 
another property 
from ‘single tenant 
portfolio’ in USA
DUBAI: Arzan Wealth
(DIFC) Limited (‘Arzan
Wealth’), a Dubai-based
advisory firm regulated by
the Dubai Financial
Services Authority, is
pleased to announce that it
has successfully advised its
clients on the sale of a third
property (“The Property”)
from the Single Tenant
Portfolio in USA.  

The Single Tenant
Portfolio was acquired in
June 2017, consisting of 6
single-tenant net-leased
buildings with a total of 760,533 sq ft, located in 6 states
in the US, and sectorally diversified with healthcare,
industrial, and office assets, and with tenants that enjoy
strong credit ratings and reputations in their markets. 

The sold property is an industrial building located in
Aiken, South Carolina. Built in 2014, the 175,000 sf build-
ing was constructed to the highest institutional standards.
Owens Corning occupies 100 percent of the space on a
lease term set to expire on January 31, 2029.  The facility
provides Owens Corning with a Class A distribution cen-
ter with the required supporting office space.

The Portfolio was acquired as part of Arzan Wealth’s
yielding asset platform with an objective of producing
an average annual yield of 8.50 percent to investors,
and an IRR of around 10 percent over a three-year
holding period. The sale of the Owens Corning asset is
consistent with Arzan Wealth’s original strategy of
identifying opportunities to break up the portfolio by
selling off some of the assets, while enhancing value in
the others. This asset was successfully sold at a price
that has created a net IRR of around 12.7 percent,
which is above the target IRR of 10 percent for the
whole portfolio.

Arzan Wealth acted as the Strategic Advisor on the
structuring and sale of the properties and will continue
in this role during the remaining holding period of the
remaining assets.

Muhannad Abulhasan, CEO of Arzan Wealth said:
“We are pleased that once again, we have been able to
exceed the return expectations of investors.  This trans-
action reinforces our primary strategy to preserve and
protect the wealth of our clients, while producing an
attractive and predictable monthly income. Our track
record, with a total of nine asset sales, proves that
clients who chose to diversify with us by investing in all
deals have benefited from this conservative approach,
and will have achieved an average IRR, net of taxes and
fees, of  15 percent per annum, which is inclusive of an
average monthly yield equal to 8.8 percent per annum.”

Muhannad Abulhasan

INJAZ Al-Arab and 
Boeing partner to 
launch business
challenge for youth 
KUWAIT: Boeing  has announced that it will jointly host the
first-ever “Boeing Business Challenge” in partnership with
INJAZ Al-Arab, which will be a specialized aviation-focused

part of its Regional Young Entrepreneurs Competition. 
The two-day regional competition will begin on November

27th in Kuwait City at the Jumeirah Messilah Hotel and will
bring together over 80 students from 11 countries to compete
for an award based on aviation-themed business challenges. All
of the invited students will have participated in INJAZ’s flagship
entrepreneurship education program, The Company Program.
The regional competition in Kuwait is only open to students
who successfully competed in the national-level competition in
their home countries. The students’ proposed solutions to the
aviation business challenges will be judged on a set of rigorous
criteria by Boeing representatives from throughout the Middle
East. The winners will be recognized with a prestigious award
from Boeing at the Awards Ceremony on November 28th.

Bernie Dunn, president of Boeing Middle East, North Africa
and Turkey said: “The Boeing Business Challenge will encour-
age students to solve problems creatively and work together
collaboratively. Boeing’s continued partnership with INJAZ Al-
Arab is a testament to our focus on the region’s youth and the
Boeing Business Challenge is a specialized extension of this
commitment. Our aim is to cultivate an entrepreneurial spirit for
the aviation industry and this is a strong step towards inculcat-
ing that in the region’s youth.”

Akef Aqrabawi, President and CEO of INJAZ Al-Arab said:
“Boeing has been a strategic partner for INJAZ. As leaders in
the aviation industry, they know how to cultivate young talent.
We value their continued support, and we are looking forward
to partnering with them at the regional competition to execute

the first-ever Boeing Business Challenge.” Boeing’s sponsor-
ship of this signature Business Challenge continues its long-
standing collaboration with INJAZ Al-Arab, with Boeing
employees frequently serving on INJAZ judging panels at the
national-level competitions for the Company Program. This
year and for the second time, Boeing representatives will judge
the competition at the regional level in Kuwait as well.

Boeing previously funded INJAZ Al-Arab’s “Start Up” pro-
gram for Arab youth, which aims to hone their entrepreneurial
talent into registered, operational ventures. Since its creation,
“Start Up” has impacted nearly 700 students across the region
and established more than 60 businesses. During the 2016-
2017 academic year alone, “Start Up” fostered 23 businesses
through incubation and acceleration support. 



H e a l t h  &  S c i e n c e Wednesday, November 28, 2018

15

KUWAIT: A team of students from Khalifa University
walked away with the Excellent Academy award prize at
Huawei’s International ICT Skill Competition finals and
award ceremony in Shenzhen, China. The winners were
selected following a grueling three months of qualifying
rounds that saw participation from 10 countries in the
Middle East. Their prizes were awarded at the ICT Talent
Cultivation & Award Ceremony in Shenzhen. 

In total, 14,748 students across the Middle East
applied for the competition, from which 4,915 were
selected to take part in the preliminary rounds - 214 stu-
dents passed on to the final round, and 39 in total from 13
teams travelled to China to compete internationally. The
ICT Competition was made possible through the cooper-
ation of 17 ministries across 10 countries - 226 colleges
and universities took part in total, and 65 participated in
Huawei’s roadshow, while 950 students additionally
passed the Huawei HCNA certification exam. The 13 final-
ist teams had a unique opportunity to learn from Huawei’s
leading global ICT on an all-expense paid trip to Huawei’s
headquarters in China. 

The First Prize went to a team from Iraq, Second Prize
went to two teams from Lebanon and Bahrain, while the

Third Prize went to three teams from Jordan, Saudi and
Pakistan. The remaining seven teams won the Excellence
Prize to award them for their great participation. Six tutors
and 11 academic institutions received the Excellent Tutor
and Excellent Academy Awards. 

All participants underwent highly selective examina-
tions at the national level. Participants worked in real labo-
ratories and tackled some of the industry’s most complex
challenges related to cloud computing, switching, routing,
and other key ICT solutions and technologies related to
digital transformation. The finalists competed in day-long
finals, participated in a technology workshop by global
ICT experts, and witnessed a high-level panel discussion
by senior delegates from Middle East countries to China.

“Building a pool of high quality ICT talent is a critical
success factor for governments aiming to transition to
knowledge-based economies. As one of the world’s lead-
ing innovators, knowledge-transfer has always a core pillar
of the Huawei ethos. Combining this with our commitment
to support governments in the region as they work
towards achieving their national vision goals, we are proud
of the ICT Skill Competition and all that it has achieved
over the past six months. The platform has demonstrated

beyond a doubt that the young talent in the region has the
potential to mature into world-class experts. Today, we re-
dedicate ourselves to working even more closely with stu-

dents across the region to better equip the next generation
of technology leaders,” said Charles Yang, President,
Huawei Middle East. 

Kuwait team wins excellent academy 
award at Huawei ICT competition final

A management 
approach for 
migrating to 
the public cloud
KUWAIT: Yasser Zeineldin, Managing Director, LiveRoute and CEO,
eHosting DataFort explains how the complex process of migrating to
the public cloud can be enabled by adopting a management
approach. 

The benefits of migrating to a public cloud platform are now
becoming increasingly well known. Whether small and medium busi-
nesses or large enterprises, there are multiple large-scale benefits.
While using a cloud platform, businesses no longer need to invest in
hardware and computing infrastructures. These are now hosted in the
cloud platform. They can choose to opt for the services that best suit
their businesses and pay for them based on their usage. This is the
pay as you use model.

On the flip side, businesses that choose to migrate to using a pub-
lic cloud platform need to accept a vanilla formula of features and
usually have limited flexibility to change them. But the smooth func-
tioning and uptime of the cloud platform is managed by a specialist
hosting provider. Hence, businesses do not need to navigate and
invest in the challenges of keeping themselves abreast of the latest
technologies.

For businesses that have been using technology on-site and wish
to access the benefits of a cloud platform, there are migration best
practices to move forward. These ensure that an established way of
working on-site is smoothly rebuilt on the cloud platform without
minimum interruption to day to day business.

Moreover, security practices that have been established on-site
need to be migrated and reset to work in the cloud without failure.
These often require discussion with the cloud hosting service
provider as well as with any third-party suppliers. By following a
management-based approach to migration, business can ensure that
they encounter minimum interruption to their day to day business.

When initiating a project that involves migration to the public
cloud, making a checklist of critical factors is crucial. This helps to
prioritize and draws attention to a roll back plan in case things do not
run smoothly. Here is a list of the top seven factors that you should
take into consideration.  

1. Database structure and applications
You want all your data to be migrated in its original format and

want to use it off the cloud in the same way. However, many databas-
es that run from the cloud have different structures than their on-site
counterparts. This is one area that you really need to look into from
the beginning. The same differences are likely to appear in applica-
tions that have cloud and on-premises variants. 

2. Identify the operating system
The performance of an application and its database are also

dependent on the operating system and its version that is running

on-site. If the public cloud environ-
ment is using a different operating
system or a different version of the
same operating system, plan for varia-
tions in performance and response.

3. Monitor all points of cross-over
The migration team must monitor

the progress and success of the public
cloud migration at various cross-over
points including IP servers, IP gate-
ways, storage application and third-
party suppliers. Legacy applications
that are being managed by out-
sourced suppliers, associated with
long-term support contracts are high
probability points of failure, at least in
the initial stages. They need to be giv-

en more time and attention to reduce the impact of failures. 

4. Application architecture
Not all applications are cloud ready. Ascertain that the applica-

tions that you are using on-premises are ready to be used in the
cloud. Scalability and open API’s are a critical part of cloud robust-
ness and cloud-ready application architectures.

5. Identify all redundancies 
During an on-site to public cloud migration, redundancies and

backups and roll back plans are a great idea. But once the migration
plan has been completed and signed off, keeping redundancies in
place play no role, and are an added cost. Decommission these
resources in a planned manner.  

6. What’s inside those SLA agreements 
Having a closer look at the service level agreements with all third-

party suppliers involved in the migration, as well as responsibilities
before, during, and after the migration is critical. Who is responsible
for verification of the data integrity post migration, who is responsi-
ble for the security of the cloud platform once completed, and who is
responsible for a specific failure, are important eye openers.

7. Objectives of migration 
What are the short, medium- and long-term objectives of the

cloud migration activity? How are they to be balanced during the roll
out? Single-tenant or multi-tenant options can make a big difference
in costing but can give huge returns in application availability and
response and finally customer experience. When do you need to go
all out, is an important cost to benefit question and key component of
the strategy.

A critical success factor in any cloud migration is to build digital
readiness for the business. On the other hand, for a customer, the
expectation is a flawless application performance that is responsive
without delay and displays information that is expected in the way
they want it. A botched and mismanaged cloud migration exercise,
may not only delay the digital transformation journey of the business,
but will also play havoc with building and retaining its new and ever
changing digital and Internet customers. There can be no bigger loss
than this one.    

Teradata: Stop 
buying analytics, 
start investing 
in answers
DUBAI: In the nearly 40 years since its founding
inside a Brentwood, Calif garage in 1979,
Teradata has grown to become the dominant
cloud-based data and analytics company, serv-
ing the largest and most visionary enterprises in
the world. Meanwhile, “analytics” has become a
$200 billion industry, fueled by speed, scale, and
competition within the rising digital economy.
But as the rate and intensity of data has grown,
today’s market has become saturated with copy-
cats and new entrants who have only served to
add complexity and uncertainty for companies
hungry to invest in answers - not more analytics.

Teradata has recognized this new reality and
unveiled a reimagined approach to the market
that has redefined its position in the category of
analytics; establishing entirely new criteria and
expectations for intelligence solutions in global
enterprises. The company is leading this effort
from its San Diego campus which, as of today, is
Teradata’s new global headquarters, taking
advantage of the West Coast’s deep ties to tech-
nology innovation and talent.

“Uncovering valuable intelligence at scale has
always been what we do, but now we’re taking
our unique offering to new heights, unifying our
positioning while making our software and con-
sulting expertise available as-a-service, in the
cloud, or on-premises,” said Victor Lund,
Teradata CEO. “We’re doubling down on our
ambitious direction and strategy that’s data-
based, customer-centric and built on expertise.
Today, we challenge the industry.”

Driving this new approach is Teradata’s sin-
gular ability to encompass all the data, all the
time, to find answers to the toughest chal-
lenges. Teradata delivers real-time, intelligent
answers, regardless of scale or volume of
query. And it’s done on-premises, in the cloud,
and anywhere in between. This is “pervasive
data intelligence,” which only Teradata has the
industry-leading products, expertise, and serv-
ices to deliver today.

“As regional oil economies move to a knowl-
edge driven economy, digital technologies are
increasingly being looked at as necessary ingre-
dients of this transformation. Globally and in the
region, IT organizations are under immense

pressure to keep
their light on as
well help their
business innovate
to the next level of
digital transfor-
mation, creating
net new revenues
and reducing
costs. Generating
m e a n i n g f u l
insights and ana-
lytics from orga-
nizational data at
scale is Teradata’s
new approach to
generating value

for regional enterprises,” said Jamil Jeitani,
Managing Director, Teradata GCC.

“Teradata can now generate intelligent
answers to customer challenges, irrespective of
their industries and scales of operation.
Moreover, Teradata can now offer this service
based on the choice of the customer, in-cloud
or on-premises. We believe for regional enter-
prises, working under challenging macro-eco-
nomic conditions, Teradata’s pervasive data
intelligence can help them jump start the cur-
rent challenges and help them earn net new rev-
enues,” Jeitani added.

Leading the way is Teradata Vantage, the
only platform for pervasive data intelligence.
Vantage provides businesses the speed, scale
and flexibility they need to analyze anything,
deploy anywhere and deliver analytics that
matter. Vantage delivers true intelligence about
what matters most to the success of each busi-
ness. But technology is only part of the story.
Teradata Consulting provides access to more
than 5,000 experts around the globe and the
ongoing service capabilities needed to imple-
ment pervasive data intelligence across the
largest enterprises, solving some of the world’s
most challenging problems.

“Teradata brings a unique combination of
transformative technologies and people with
unparalleled expertise together to achieve our
bold ambition - transforming how businesses
work and people live through the power of
data,” said Oliver Ratzesberger, Teradata’s
Chief Operating Officer. “As such, we are the
only analytics company able to help our cus-
tomers rise above the complexity, cost and
inadequacy of today’s analytics landscape, find-
ing answers to the toughest challenges - pro-
viding answers that will push the world forward.
From our products to our people, our position
as the leader in pervasive data intelligence
redefines everything we do.”

Yasser Zeineldin
Jamil Jeitani
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TIES
center event

TIES will hold another session
of our series about some
prophets and messengers of

Allah (SWT) on Thursday, Nov 29 at
7:00 pm. In this class, we will dis-
cuss why Yusuf (AS) sent his shirt to
his father, what happened to his
father after the caravan carrying the

shirt departed Egypt, and what hap-
pened after the shirt was laid on his
father’s face.

We will also discuss varying
opinions about the age of Yusuf
when he was appointed a prophet,
some miracles he was supported
with, and what the King of Egypt
did after he heard about Yusuf’s
extended family. Finally, we will
explore Yaqoub’s (AS) supplication
for his sons, its timing, impact, and
the categories into which supplica-
tion is divided.

Burgan Bank
concludes 
Int’l Children’s
Day Festival

Burgan Bank, one of the most
active supporters of community
initiatives, recently concluded the

‘International Children’s Day Festival’ at
the Avenues mall in Kuwait. A universal
cause celebrated globally, the occasion
seeks to promote children’s rights to
better opportunities and comprehen-
sive welfare. 

The four-day festival was held in
collaboration with Porsche Club
Kuwait, where children and visitors
enjoyed a series of sportive and engag-
ing activities such as archery, sand pits,
tire change challenges, engineering
exercises, races, coloring fun and
Porsche kids driving school. Children
were additionally educated on road
safety rules as part of an informative

session to inspire a generation of good
citizens. The children were also enter-
tained by the Buba kids account mas-
cot who distributed several gifts and
shared memorable pictures.

Contributing to human solidarity
and positive change in the society,
Burgan Bank continues to cooperate
with influential partners who share
similar values and principles across its
initiatives. Owning the 212th position
globally, Porsche Club Kuwait is part of
an organization that is now one of the
most well-established entities of its
kind in the world, dedicated to giving
back to their communities. 

Burgan Bank’s support of this initia-
tive falls under its dynamic full-fledged
community program entitled ‘ENGAGE’
- Together to be the change. This pro-
gram sheds light on important aspects
affecting every segment of the society
by promoting social welfare through
educational, cultural and health driven
initiatives. Burgan Bank’s approach to
‘ENGAGE’ begins with a vital principle
that as a leading Kuwaiti financial insti-
tution, its conduct and policies should
be aligned with the needs and interests
of the community.

AWAKEN festival
celebrates
diversity and
critical thinking 

en.v, an organization dedicated to fostering
social development and civic engagement
in the Middle East, wrapped up its first

community building festival in Kuwait, AWAK-
EN, engaging close to 800 individuals across
various sectors and communities in the country.
AWAKEN was launched in late October with a
series of small community events and culminated
in a three-day festival which was held between
Nov 15-17, 2018 at Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah
(DAI) Cultural Center in Yarmouk. 

AWAKEN was developed by en.v as part of
a long term strategy to strengthen civil society
and community participation in Kuwait, in part-
nership with the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung - a
German non-profit promoting civic education
and cross-cultural dialogue, the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences
(KFAS) - the leading non-governmental institu-
tion encouraging a culture of research and
development within Kuwait’s society, and
Burgan Bank - one of the fastest growing and
youngest commercial banks in the country.

The AWAKEN festival was a collaborative
effort which included over 50 local civic initia-
tives, academics, artists and international

speakers, working together with en.v to devel-
op a wide range of participatory activities aim-
ing to bridge the divide between ‘experts’ and
the public, and placing the community at the
forefront of the conversation. Activities includ-
ed interactive discussions, workshops, story-
telling, live art, music and theatre performances,
all focused on fostering a stronger sense of
community through innovative and creative
mediums. The festival worked towards enhanc-
ing the connection and interaction between
diverse groups by examining barriers and cre-
ating opportunities for dialogue. Working
together, attendees were encouraged to think
of community-driven approaches to social
challenges in Kuwait. 

According to Dr Mai Al Nakib, one of the
festival’s community partners who led a story-
telling session on banned books and society,

“[AWAKEN] was, hands down, one of the most
inspiring events I have ever participated in here
in Kuwait. The energy, excitement, and sincerity
in the space was palpable. Its effects will contin-
ue to reverberate in me for a long time to come”.
Nakib is an Associate Professor of English and
Comparative Literature at Kuwait University
and author of the award-winning short-story
collection, The Hidden Light of Objects. 

The festival also served as an opportunity to
gather input and reflections from the audience
on what they feel are priorities that need to be
addressed within their communities, as well as
their general perceptions of civil society. The
festival allowed members of the public to
directly engage with active civic initiatives to
identify areas which they can support or con-
tribute to, creating a dialogue for more inclusive
representation.  

Italian Ambassador to Kuwait Giuseppe Scognamiglio hosted a dinner recently as part of the ‘Italian Week’ activities. Local figures, diplomats and other dignitaries attended the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Kuwaiti designer Muntaha Al-Ajeel with Italian Ambassoador

Safir Fintas Kuwait
Hotel participates
in Gulf Bank
marathon

The staff of Safir Fintas Kuwait Hotel
participated in Gulf Bank Marathon
642. The management encouraged

colleagues to participate in sporting activi-
ties and events that support charity issues
and goals that the marathon organizers are
seeking.

Saif Eddin Mohammed, General Manager
of the Hotel, said: “The hotel management is
collaborating annually with various organiza-
tions that organize charity sports activities to
encourage our colleagues to practice healthy
habits and maintain a healthy lifestyle. We are
proud to be a part of the Gulf Bank marathon

and look forward to participating in more of
these events throughout the coming year. “

The management of Safir Fintas Kuwait
Hotel organizes regular events for its col-

leagues during the year, and always supports
and encourages such activities, believing in
the important role of the hotel to support
building a better and healthier community.

Symphony Style Kuwait
receives ‘Luxury City 
Hotel’ award 2018 

Top notch hotels representatives from across the globe gathered in
Bali on Nov 10 for this annual award ceremony, in which
Symphony Style Kuwait, A Radisson Collection Hotel received the

“Luxury City Hotel” in Kuwait for 2018. The award was given to Kuwait’s
elegant hotel in recognition of its sustained commitment to excellence in
hoteliering and its constant efforts to providing an international and
exceptional premium lifestyle living and extraordinary experience.  

The General Manager of Symphony Style Kuwait, A Radisson
Collection Hotel in recognition of the award received commented: “We
grow talent. Talent grows us. That is a statement that constitutes an
essential part of the foundation of our culture that reflects the true influ-
ence on the thriving achievement we have accomplished today. We seek
to deliver authentic experiences by which our guests’ hearts feel the
warm touches of our ever-evolving commitment and we are truly

touched to be recognised for the thoughtful efforts we have invested. In
fact, at Symphony Style Kuwait, A Radisson Collection Hotel we have
attention to details to ensure an intriguing experience which led us to
another success this year” The award-winning Symphony Style Hotel,
Kuwait, has recently announced joining the Radisson Collection and
was recognized last year as the Best Luxury Family Hotel in Kuwait in
the awarding ceremony of 2017 and received the HACCP and The
Green Key certifications in 2018. 
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ACROSS
1. An inhabitant of Lappland.
5. Member of a Jewish sect that

observes a form of strict Orthodox
Judaism.

11. A deep orange-red variety of chal-
cedony.

15. An independent ruler or chieftain
(especially in Africa or Arabia).

16. The capital and largest city of
Zimbabwe.

17. English essayist (1775-1834).
18. A language unit by which a person

or thing is known.
19. A hostel for pilgrims in Turkey.
20. Dignified manner or conduct.
21. An ancient musical horn made from

the horn of a ram.
23. Not suitable for food.
25. The capital of Croatia.
26. A native or inhabitant of Iran.
27. The German state.
30. An uproarious party.
33. A severe or trying experience.
36. One thousandth of a second.
38. Small cubes with 1 to 6 spots on the

faces.
39. Liquid excretory product.
41. An international organization of

European countries formed after
World War II to reduce trade barri-
ers and increase cooperation among
its members.

45. Black tropical American cuckoo.
46. A city of southeastern Mexico.
48. The basic unit of money in Bhutan.
50. A inexpensive showy collectibles.
53. Making great mental demands.
54. A small bottle that contains a drug

(especially a sealed sterile container
for injection by needle).

56. Of or relating to or characteristic of
Ireland or its people.

57. (Greek mythology) A maiden
seduced by Zeus.

58. The forest trees growing in a coun-
try or region.

60. Filled with fear or apprehension.
65. The act of escaping physically.
67. Resin of the kauri trees of N

Zealand.
70. A loose sleeveless outer garment

made from aba cloth.
71. The corporate executive responsible

for the operations of the firm.
72. The character flaw or error of a

tragic hero that leads to his down-
fall.

74. The shape of a raised edge of a
more or less circular object.

75. Take in solid food.
76. A fact or assertion offered as evi-

dence that something is true.
77. The compass point midway between

east and southeast.

DOWN
1. A transparent optical device used to

converge or diverge transmitted
light and to form images.

2. A woman hired to suckle a child of
someone else.

3. The most commonly used diphenyl-
butyl piperidine.

4. A short introductory essay preceding
the text of a book.

5. Make a vibrant noise, of grasshop-
pers or cicadas.

6. Thigh of a hog (usually smoked).
7. A constellation in the southern hemi-

sphere near Telescopium and
Norma.

8. A dress worn primarily by Hindu
women.

9. A family of birds of the suborder
Oscines.

10. Try to prevent.
11. Malignant tumor of the testis.
12. (law) A defense by an accused per-

son purporting to show that he or
she could not have committed the
crime in question.

13. The basic unit of money in
Cambodia.

14. A native or inhabitant of Denmark.
22. Title for a civil or military leader

(especially in Turkey).
24. An informal term for a father.
28. Any plant of the genus Erica.
29. A city in Tamil Nadu on the Bay of

Bengal.
31. Of little importance or influence or

power.
32. Dirty and disgusting.
34. Of a pale purple color.
35. An accountant certified by the state.
37. The beginning of anything.
40. A large oven for firing or burning or

drying such things as porcelain or
bricks.

42. The dialect of Malay used as the
national language of the Republic of
Indonesia or of Malaysia.

43. A genus of herbs and shrubs belong-
ing to the family Euphorbiaceae.

44. Russian Bolshevik leader who advo-
cated gradual collectivism of the
farms.

47. Being one more than ninety.
49. A unit of pressure equal to 0.001316

atmosphere.
51. The virus that causes acquired

immune deficiency syndrome
(AIDS).

52. An industrial city in southern Poland
on the Vistula.

55. A minor Hebrew prophet (8th centu-
ry BC).

59. British artist and writer of nonsense
verse (1812-1888).

61. A legally binding command or deci-
sion entered on the court record (as
if issued by a court or judge).

62. A river in north central Switzerland
that runs northeast into the Rhine.

63. Wading birds of warm regions hav-
ing long slender down-curved bills.

64. Informal terms for a (young) woman.
66. A sheath worn to protect a finger.
68. A human limb.
69. A member of the Shoshonean peo-

ple of Utah and Colorado and New
Mexico.

73. 1/1000 gram.
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Yesterday’s Solution

This is your time for a new beginning and a fresh start. You have already started
making many positive changes in your life. Make sure the new habit patterns you
are starting are the best ones, as these will become habits you will keep for some
time to come. Meal planning, a gym membership, and exercise in general will be
come a new way of life for you. You have to work on your mental discipline and
keep your level of determination strong. This is a great time to ask a friend to join
you on this journey. We all need to be accountable to someone. This will be a
great inspiration to you and you will be appreciated and admired for encouraging
someone to be a part of your journey. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Your hard work is paying off. You will soon see the results. Try not to be too hard
on others who are not as careful as you. They can be helpful. Just be sure you
check their input and see that it meets your standards. Don’t settle for sloppy
work. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

If at first you don’t succeed. . .you know the old saying. It is true.
Nobody ever won by giving up. Visualize what you want to happen. Make a plan
to as to what you need to make it happen. If things to do go as planned on your
initial effort then do it again. Repetition is a good thing. You will easily learn from
your mistakes. Reach for the stars. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

A bad thing can have good consequences in life. The way you handled some-
thing unpleasant has enriched your life. You have come through the fire a
stronger person. You are more beautiful than before. Your life may not always be
easy. You can handle whatever comes your way. Keep you chin up and your eyes
focused on the prize. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You will experience success in the near future. It may not come in the form of
money. Happiness is not measured in gold or dollars. That doesn’t mean that hap-
piness and financial success can’t come in the same package. If you play your
cards right, you can have both. Your world is ready for what you have to offer. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

This is day that all that is different and unusual seem to appeal to you.
Dress for your mood! Grab attention. Laugh out loud. This is a day to let your
wild side come out and play. You will find this a great day to hit the road and turn
up the radio. A long drive or day trip may be just what you need to break out of
your old routine. Clearing your mind may bring solutions to day-to-day prob-
lems. A new outlook on life will be of great value in the days to come. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

This is your time for a new beginning and a fresh start. You have
already started making many positive changes in your life. Make sure the new
habit patterns you are starting are the best ones, as these will become habits you
will keep for some time to come. Meal planning, a gym membership, and exercise
in general will be come a new way of life for you. You have to work on your men-
tal discipline and keep your level of determination strong. This is a great time to
ask a friend to join you on this journey. We all need to be accountable to some-
one. This will be a great inspiration to you and you will be appreciated and
admired for encouraging someone to be a part of your journey. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

This is a great day for your career wise. You may be just the one for the
job that is coming available. It is an awesome day of harmony with not only your
friends but with your co- workers. Your ideas and input are greatly appreciated
today. Stick to your routine and stay true to yourself and you will experience a great
since of admiration from others. Even though today may find you in a very impulsive
mood, resist temptation and think long and hard about decisions you make today.
You may be facing some life changing decisions. This is not only a great day to
organize your thoughts but also work on organizing your affairs and surroundings.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You have always been one to say exactly what is on your mind. You
may find yourself extremely outspoken and impulsive today. You may find your-
self feeling very passionate today. You are ready for change. The changes you
make today will have a great effect on your life for a great while so resist the
urge to make impulsive decisions and put much thought into this. You may find
yourself in a curious mood possibly paying close attention to and even taking
part in a gossip session today. You feel not only the need to discover what drives
and motivates others but are spending much of your time and focus trying to fig-
ure out the same about yourself.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You are entering a phase of emotional directness and may find your-
self to be very impulsive. Not putting thought into your decisions is a great way
to get yourself in trouble. You are ready for a fresh start in life. Out with the old
and in with the new is your motto. All that does not bring happiness to your
world will be what you easily turn your back on now. Be sure and make wise
decisions as the new habits you develop will set the tone in your life for a long
time to come. With determination and focus you will become very successful. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

A mentor is what you may find yourself becoming to a younger person in your
life. You are admired for your strength. The choices you make in your own life
are obviously good ones. You have become an inspiration for many. Be thankful
you are admired. 

Out with the old and in with the new. You are ready to develop new
habit patterns and put to rest some of your old ways. New beginnings are on the
horizon. This is a great time to get out and meet new people. A time of happiness
and fresh starts. You only have one chance at a first date, first impression, or first
kiss. Make it a good one. Today will be a day you will look back on and smile. 
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Lifestyle

Geneva theology professors Elisabeth Parmentier (left) and Lauriane Savoy pose under the
reformation wall with a edition of “A Women’s Bible” in Geneva. — AFP photos

Geneva theology professor Lauriane Savoy holds an edition of
“A Women’s Bible”.

Rapper Oxxxymiron performs during a concert in support of rapper Husky, whose real name is
Dmitry Kuznetsov, at a Moscow club. — AFP photos

Christmas lights sparkle in Rome on November 25, 2018. — AFP

Tired of seeing their holy texts used to justi-
fy the subjugation of women, a group of
feminist theologians from across the

Protestant-Catholic divide have joined forces to
draft “A Women’s Bible”. As the #MeToo move-
ment continues to expose sexual abuse across
cultures and industries, some scholars of
Christianity are clamoring for a reckoning with
biblical interpretations they say have
entrenched negative images of women. 

The women we know from translations and
interpretations of Bible texts are servants, pros-
titutes or saints, seen dancing for a king or
kneeling to kiss Jesus’ feet. But while many fem-
inists have called for The Bible, Christianity and
religion altogether to be cast aside, an eclectic
group of theologians instead insists that if inter-
preted properly, the Good Book can be a tool
for promoting women’s emancipation.

‘Feminist values’ 
“Feminist values and reading the Bible are

not incompatible,” insisted Lauriane Savoy, one
of two Geneva theology professors behind the
push to draft “Une Bible des Femmes” (“A
Women’s Bible”), which was published in
October. The professor at the Theology Faculty
in Geneva, which was established by the father
of Calvinism himself in 1559, said the idea for
the work came after she and her colleague
Elisabeth Parmentier noticed how little most
people knew or understood of the biblical texts.

“A lot of people thought they were com-
pletely outdated with no relevance to today’s
values of equality,” the 33-year-old told AFP,
standing under the towering sculptures of Jean
Calvin and other Protestant founders on the
University of Geneva campus. In a bid to
counter such notions, Savoy and Parmentier,

57, joined forces with 18 other woman theolo-
gians from a range of countries and Christian
denominations.

The scholars have created a collection of
texts challenging traditional interpretations of
Bible scriptures that cast women characters as
weak and subordinate to the men around them.
Parmentier points to a passage in the Gospel of
Luke, in which Jesus visits two sisters, Martha
and Mary. “It says that Martha ensures the “ser-
vice”, which has been interpreted to mean that
she served the food, but the Greek word diako-
nia can also have other meanings, for instance it
could mean she was a deacon,” she pointed out.

Overturning religious orthodoxy 
They are not the first to provide a more

women-friendly reading of the scriptures.
Already back in 1898, American suffragette
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and a committee of 26
other women drafted “The Woman’s Bible”,
aimed at overturning religious orthodoxy that
women should be subservient to men. The two
Geneva theology professors say they were
inspired by that work, and had initially planned
to simply translate it to French.

But after determining that the 120-year-old
text was too outdated, they decided to create a
new work that could resonate in the 21st centu-
ry. “We wanted to work in an ecumenical way,”
Parmentier said, stressing that around half the
women involved in the project are Catholic and
the other half from a number of branches of
Protestantism. In the introduction to the
“Women’s Bible”, the authors said that the
chapters were meant to “scrutinise shifts in the
Christian tradition, things that have remained
concealed, tendentious translations, partial
interpretations.”

‘Lingering patriarchal readings’ 
They take to task “the lingering patriarchal

readings that have justified numerous restric-
tions and bans on women,” the authors wrote.
Savoy said that Mary Magdalene, “the female
character who appears the most in the
Gospels”, had been given a raw deal in many
common interpretations of the texts. “She stood
by Jesus, including as he was dying on the cross,
when all of the male disciples were afraid. She
was the first one to go to his tomb and to dis-
cover his resurrection,” she pointed out.

“This is a fundamental character, but she is
described as a prostitute, ... and even as Jesus’s
lover in recent fiction.” The scholars also go to
great lengths to place the texts in their historical
context. “We are fighting against a literal read-
ing of the texts,” Parmentier said, pointing for
instance to letters sent by Saint Paul to nascent
Christian communities. Reading passages from
those letters, which could easily be construed as
radically anti-feminist, as instructions for how
women should be treated today is insane, she
said. “It’s like taking a letter someone sends to
give advice as being valid for all eternity.”

The theologians’ texts also approach the
Bible through different themes, like the body,
seduction, motherhood and subordination. The
authors say they consider their work a useful
tool in the age of #MeToo. “Each chapter
addresses existential questions for women,
questions they are still asking themselves
today,” Parmentier said. “While some say that
you have to throw out the Bible to be a feminist,
we believe the opposite.” — AFP 

In the #MeToo era, theologians
publish ‘Women’s Bible’

Three of Russia’s top rappers on
Monday gave a concert protesting
against the jailing of a fellow star and

calling for an end to intimidation by authori-
ties and curbs on their artistic freedom.  The
packed concert in a Moscow club was
organized by rapper Oxxxymiron, who told
the audience that the sold-out gig was
about “freedom of creativity.” The concert
expressed solidarity and raised funds for
rapper Husky, who last week was  sen-
tenced to 12 days in jail over a performance
on the street in southern Russia. His case
has prompted rappers to sound the alarm
over a clampdown on their artistic freedom,
including frequent concert cancellations
under pressure from the authorities and
conservative groups.

In a surprise ruling, Husky, whose real
name is Dmitry Kuznetsov, was released
hours before the concert after his lawyers
asked for his sentence to be reduced.
Oxxymiron told the audience that the con-
cert highlighted “the situation with music in
our country, which is currently not moving
in the best direction, to put it mildly.” The
33-year-old rapper, whose real name is
Miron Fyodorov, studied at the University
of Oxford and is known for his participation
in “rap battles” with other stars. Opposition
leader Alexei Navalny went to the concert
with his family, posing for selfies with sup-
porters.

Most attending were in their teens and
early 20s and expressed fears the authori-
ties are targeting the rap artists they listen
to. “We support this because in Russia
there’s bloody censorship,” said 21-year-old
student Ivan Lotman.“They are starting to
tighten the screws and trying to scare cer-
tain artists, like Husky,” said Denis Zabuzov,
also a 21-year-old student,  “He was jailed
for nothing.” Oxxxymiron performed with
Basta, a rapper and radio host from south-

ern Russia and Noize MC, who has mocked
police corruption and brutality.

The concert was titled “I will sing my
music,” a lyric that Husky performed from a
car roof after the venue where he was due
to perform cancelled at the last minute.
Husky said several of his concerts have been
cancelled in recent months, after law

enforcement agencies put pressure on
organizers.  “They’ve found in my songs
insults to the feelings of believers, propa-
ganda of Nazism and sexual perversion,” he
wrote on social media, rejecting the claims.
Husky, 25, was born in eastern Siberia. One
of his first songs, written when he was still
at school, was critical of President Vladimir
Putin. He has also appeared in a play direct-
ed by Kirill Serebrennikov, currently on trial
on fraud charges that supporters say are
part of a crackdown on artistic freedom.
However he is not a straightforward opposi-
tion figure, having also expressed sympathy
for Russia-backed separatists in eastern
Ukraine. — AFP

Top Russian rappers unite
for protest gig over star’s jailing

Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny
attends a concert of Russia’s top rappers in
support of rapper Husky, whose real name is
Dmitry Kuznetsov, at a Moscow club.
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Classical 
music fan 

Ellie Goulding 
llie Goulding’s new album is inspired by classi-
cal music. The 31-year-old pop star is set to
release her first record since taking a break
from music in 2015 and by having that time off

she has been “able to experiment and relax” for the first
time and immersed herself in classical music whilst writing
her fresh collection of songs.  Speaking on the George
Ezra & Friends podcast, she said: “I’ve been listening to
classical music; I have Classic FM on all the time. This is
the first time the album has gone through different stages
“I keep writing, I’ll write three or four songs and then love
them as one and then go listen to another artist or classical
music and decide to go down a completely different road.
“It was 2015 when I released my latest record. It’s been all
over the place and for the first time, I’ve been able to
experiment and relax. I also reached out to a rapper to
feature on my latest song.”  The ‘Love Me Like You Do’
hitmaker went on to confess that despite her massive fame,
she was lonely at the beginning of her career and strug-
gled to be taken seriously as an artist. She explained: “I
played guitar better than any of the blokes in my music
class but that obviously wasn’t enough to make me a rock
star.  “Quite a few music articles written about me would
say, ‘She’s not really a rock star or cool,’ because I would
talk about running and trying to keep my head together.
Thank god now there’s more emphasis on talking about
your mental health and anxiety, but back then I was taken
the piss out of so much for being this running nerd.”

Dylan and Young to co-headline 
Barclaycard presents BST Hyde Park 

ob Dylan and Neil Young will
appear as co-headliners at next
year’s Barclaycard presents
British Summer Time Hyde Park

festival. The legendary musicians - who
have shared a stage many times previously,
beginning in 1976 at a farewell show for
Dylan’s backing band - will take to the
stage on July 12 though it’s not yet clear in
which order they will play. Speaking of the
incredible joint booking, James King -
Senior Vice President of AEG Presents,
organizers of the concert series - said:
“Barclaycard presents British Summer
Time has always tried to deliver the great-
est possible one off live experiences for
music fans in London and being able to
bring together two of the biggest cultural
icons together for this historic day of
music counts as possibly the biggest event
we have ever delivered in Hyde Park.”
Young, 73, previously topped the bill at the
annual event back in 2014 with his backing
band Crazy Horse. The pair have a long-

standing history and ‘Old Man’ singer
Young previously describing Dylan, 77, as
the master of the songwriting craft. He
said: “I’ll never be Bob Dylan. He’s the
master. If I’d like to be anyone, it’s him.”
‘Blowin’ In The Wind’ singer Dylan has
always recognized the similarities in their
pair’s early folk work and he once joked it
“bothered” him when Young had a hit with
‘Heart of Gold’ which shared many of the
hallmarks of his acoustic style. Speaking to
Uncut magazine in 2016, Dylan said: “The
only time it bothered me that someone
sounded like me was when I was living in
Phoenix, Arizona, in about ‘72 and the big
song at the time was ‘Heart of Gold’. I used
to hate it when it came on the radio. I
always liked Neil Young, but it bothered
me every time I listened to ‘Heart of Gold’.
I think it was up at number one for a long
time, and I’d say, ‘Oh, that’s me. If it sounds
like me, it should as well be me.’ 

B

E
att Healy only sang about his
drug addiction because he got
clean. The 1975 frontman has
admitted he didn’t want to write

about his issues with substance abuse -
which he opened up about on new track
‘It’s Not Living (If It’s Not With You)’ -
while he was going through it because he
didn’t feel he’d have enough to say.
Detailing each song on new LP ‘A Brief
Inquiry into Online Relationships’, the star
told Pitchfork magazine: “I wouldn’t have
written about heroin unless I had gotten
clean. ‘I do it’ was never a good enough
reason for me to talk about it. “I don’t think
Kurt Cobain tried to romanticize drug
addiction; because he was so publicly the
coolest person in the world, and grunge
was so dark, he was telling his truth.
Whereas Pete Doherty was a different
character. “That was the thing that I was
always scared of: being an obnoxious cele-
bration of that kind of sickness. I just felt
so lucky. I hadn’t lost anything really. And
that’s normally why people go to rehab,

because they lost so much they can’t bear
to lose anything else. But I was lucky.”
Matt - the son of ‘Loose Women’ star
Denise Welch - admitted he decided to
write about his own experiences with
heroin through a character named Danny
on the new track, even if it’s “obvious” it’s
autobiographical. He added: “I think I’m
trying to consciously hide it behind being
somebody else, writing about their strug-
gle and their strife. “Like, ‘So I’ve got this
friend, right? And he’s got this really weird
rash on his gooch?’ [laughs] That kind of
vibe. So it’s like, ‘Well tell your friend that
he should...’ “But it’s quite obvious it’s
about me, because there’s been a real
reluctance for me to talk about it. I didn’t
want to talk about being a heroin addict
for five years - having actual nightmares of
the idea of it being uncovered. So there
was a humorous reluctance to disclose it in
this song.”

iley Cyrus will drop her collab-
oration with Mark Ronson
today. The 26-year-old singer
will team up with the ‘Uptown

Funk’ musician on a brand new track which
will be released this week, as they both
took to social media this week to confirm
the news. First, Mark posted a video on
Twitter of a disco ball in the shape of a
broken heart, which slowly spun as nine
seconds of music played, which he cap-
tioned: “the heartbreak era is
coming....sooner than u think #featuring-
who? (sic)” And the following day, 26-
year-old Miley confirmed she was the
mystery guest when she posted the same
video on her Twitter account. The caption
simply featured this Thursday’s date, and
Mark’s Twitter handle, as she wrote: “11/29
@MarkRonson (sic)” If that wasn’t enough,
the duo will perform their new track live on

‘Saturday Night Live’ on December 15. The
American sketch show posted a picture on
their own Twitter account with the line up
of stars taking part over the next three
weeks, which listed Mark Ronson and
Miley Cyrus as the musical guests when
Matt Damon will work as the host.
Meanwhile, 43-year-old Mark recently
revealed he considers himself a “collabora-
tive artist” as he likes to “bounce” ideas off
of them, rather than sitting down to write
by himself. He said: “My thing is basically
purely collaborative because I rarely sit
down and write by myself at the piano.
Usually I’m producing an artist and some-
times you’re there to give a lot of the song,
sometimes you’re there just to help with a
few lyrics, be a bouncing board, give a few
chords, help finish the next line. I only
know that side of it.”

The 1975’s Healy didn’t 
want to sing about heroin

addiction before he got clean

Miley Cyrus to 
collaborate with Mark

Ronson this week 
M
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Justin Timberlake
postpones LA show 

ustin Timberlake has been forced to postpone his LA show after
bruising his vocal chords. The 37-year-old musician was due to take
to the stage at Los Angeles’ Staples Center yesterday night, but has
been forced to postpone the show because of continued vocal chord

issues, which have already led him to push back several of the dates on his ‘Man
of the Woods’ tour. Justin has been plagued with vocal chord problems for the
past month, and previously postponed several dates including his planned
October 24 show at Madison Square Garden in New York, his October 28
Buffalo, New York appearance, and two performances in Tacoma slated for
November 12 and 13.  The ‘Say Something’ hitmaker hasn’t posted a statement
about his latest cancellation, but did take to Twitter to explain the situation
when his first string of dates were postponed. He wrote at the time: “Hey guys,
I’m sorry to announce I have to postpone the show at MSG tonight on doctor’s
orders. “My vocal cords are severely bruised. I’m gonna make this up to you and
the new show will be on my birthday, January 31. “More info to come. Again I’m
so sorry to do this, but excited to see you soon. Love, J” So far, Justin has
rescheduled all his postponed shows except for the newly axed Los Angeles
date, which is expected to be rescheduled soon. The ‘Cry Me a River’ singer is
expected to take to the stage at his next date in Phoenix, Arizona, at the Talking
Stick Resort Arena on November 29.

J

Shania Twain is 
‘bored’ of country music

hania Twain is “bored” of today’s country music scene. The ‘Man! I
Feel Like a Woman!’ hitmaker has bemoaned the current state of
country music in the US, as she claimed there’s “too much of the
sameness” on the airwaves, and not enough female country stars

being played on the radio. She said: “We are not making radio progress, but we
are making very small, steady steps towards awareness that we’re lacking
women on country radio.  “We have too much of the sameness right now. I’m a
little bit bored of it, and I want to pick it up. The only way to do that is to be
proactive.” The 53-year-old singer does admit that some progress has been
made to help female country artists since she broke out into the genre, but
insists many stars are still “intimidated” by what they “believe country music
is”. She added: “When I first came on the scene in country music, the limits
were way too narrow for me, and it was hard for me. There are a lot of artists
out there who are intimidated of what they believe country music is ... I want to
show them there are no limits.” And now, the ‘From This Moment On’ singer
isn’t even sure she would consider herself a country artist. She told E! News:
“Who am I am as an artist, as a songwriter, as a performer is completely out-
side the box of where we’ve narrowed country music to be right now. But the
fans aren’t narrow-minded.” Meanwhile, Shania recently said she’d love to col-
laborate with Celine Dion and write a song for her. She said: “One of my
dreams has always been that she would record one of my songs. So yeah, I’d
love her to sing one of my songs. I’m going to write one for her! I love her, she’s
extraordinary. “I could write the song, she could sing it.”

S

Guns N’ Roses cut set ‘after huge
row between Axl Rose and Slash’ 

Guns N’ Roses reportedly abandoned their Abu Dhabi show over
the weekend due to an explosive backstage row. The ‘Paradise City’
rockers said they had to cut their set short on Sunday night because
frontman Axl Rose was ill, but it is claimed it was actually down to

an argument with guitarist Slash. A source told The Sun newspaper’s Bizarre
column: “Axl and Slash had an almighty tear-up over money. They were late to
the stage. “Axl made out he’d been ill all day and couldn’t do a full set. They
refused stageside VIPs except [Lewis Hamilton] and [Kimi Raikkonen]. Because
of the fight they didn’t want anyone backstage.” The band played for two hours
- 16 songs - before calling it a night, and it’s said the row started over the
group’s £3 million fee for the event. The report comes after the band told fans
at the show that Axl - whose long-standing feud with Slash in the past has been
no secret, although they appeared to patch things up - had been “throwing up”
throughout the day. In fan-filmed footage, he can be heard saying on stage:
“They’ve got me on IVs and a bunch of injections, ‘cause I got sick today, I’ve
been throwing up for about the last five hours. “So instead of cancelling, I’m
gonna do the best show we can for you.” Slash later tweeted: “Abu Dhabi, you
guys were great tonight! “Axl was severely ill. But you all were hugely support-
ive. Thanks for that. We’ll see again next time! Cheers! (sic)” Meanwhile, bassist
Duff McKagan added that the crowd “pulled” Axl through, and described his
performance as miraculous considering his condition. He wrote: “Thank you
Abu Dhabi! @axlrose pulled a damn miracle... the man was beyond ill, and
pulled off something I’ve never seen in my 40 yrs of playing. You all pulled him
thru. Til next time! (sic)”.

G
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mber Heard was instantly “sold” on playing her ‘Aquaman’
character when she found out she would be a “”badass war-
rior queen”. The 32-year-old actress plays Mera in the James
Wan-directed superhero flick and the star revealed at the

world premiere of the DC Extended Universe movie in London on
Monday night that she loves the fact the movie is “modern” and she
plays a strong character who is not a “damsel in distress”. Amber said:
“Mera’s a badass woman. When I first got introduced to her, I was sold
on the fact she was a warrior queen and I asked, ‘Do I get a sword and a
crown? Yeah I’ll get behind that!’ “I like that this movie is modern,
Mera’s not a damsel in distress she is a badass superhero in her own
right.” Mera is the love interest of the titular hero Arthur Curry - played

by Jason Momoa - and she possesses hydrokinetic and telepathic pow-
ers that allow her to control her aquatic environment and communicate
with other members of the Atlantean race. And Amber loved every
moment of working alongside Momoa, 39, on the highly-anticipated
blockbuster, and admitted his “energy” helped her get through the tough
hours and long days. She said: “I could not have asked for a better co-
star, his energy and his enthusiasm and his joy is contagious and infec-
tion and you need that, not only in this character or as a person but in
sets when you’re filming for 18 hours a day for seven months at a time.
“It can be grueling but we have a really natural rapport and I think that
came across on screen.”

Amber Heard loves her
‘badass’ Aquaman character 

A

ames Wan says ‘Aquaman’ is “different” to a “tra-
ditional” superhero film.  The 41-year-old film-
maker has created an underwater world to bring
the unique DC Comics character to life on the

big screen and because of the sea setting he believes it is
more like a fantasy film. Speaking at the world premiere of
the DC Extended Universe blockbuster in London on
Monday night Wan said: “I don’t have necessarily one
favorite scene or sequences, I have a lot of them and I enjoy
all of them. Making this movie was tough, it was such a pain
to make it. A big part of the fun was designing the world,
creating a lot of the different visuals and things we haven’t
seen before. It plays different to your traditional superhero
film, if anything it plays more like an action/adventure fan-
tasy film and I think the movie is unique for that.” ‘Aquaman’
contains an A-list cast that features Jason Momoa as the
aquatic superhero - also known as Arthur Curry - Amber
Heard (Mera), Dolph Lundgren (King Nereus), Patrick
Wilson (Ocean Master) and Nicole Kidman (Atlanna), and
will hit the big screen on December 14 in the UK, and a
week later on December 21 in the US. When Wan first met
39-year-old Momoa - who appeared as Aquaman in ‘Justice
League’ - he was blown-away by his “charisma” and it
made him excited to think about what they could achieve
together on screen. Wan said: “Listen, when I first met
Jason, I was like, ‘Man this guy is full of charisma, so charis-
matic, I’m going to have to bring that out on screen!’ He’s
great, Jason’s been such a trooper, and it’s at tough movie to
shoot. I put my actors through really rigorous, technical
processes to simulate the underwater look. Everyone just
did such a great job and Jason is such a physical guy and he
really gets in there and is passionate about it and he really
makes Aquaman his own. I’ve just been so lucky to be able
to assemble such a great team, they bring so much weight
to the film and they’re the beating heart of the movie.”

Jomedian Amy Sedaris is set to voice a
completely new character in Disney’s
live-action remake of ‘The Lion King’.
According to Variety, the 57-year-old

American actress will play an elephant shrew, who
is an original character that was not featured in the
1994 animated classic. The African native mammal
gets its name due to the fact it has a long nose that
resembles an elephant’s trunk. Last week, Disney
released the first trailer for its highly-anticipated
‘Lion King’ remake.  The teaser of the Jon Favreau-
directed movie has been posted on Disney’s official
Twitter page and has already attracted more than
18 million views.  The visually spectacular trailer
opens with a rising sun and follows various animals
rushing across sun-scorched ground to greet lion
cub Simba.  Sedaris and Favreau previously
worked together on his 2014 film ‘Chef’ and she
has experience of voice over work as she lent her
dulcet tones to all five seasons of Netflix’s ‘BoJack
Horseman’. Sedaris joins an all-star cast that
includes the likes of Donald Glover as a young
Simba, Beyonce as Nala and Billy Eichner and Seth
Rogen cast as Timon and Pumbaa respectively.
James Earl Jones reprises his role as Mufasa from
the original film. As well as keeping Sir Elton John
and Tim Rice’s original songs in the upcoming film
- which include ‘Can You Feel The Love Tonight’,
‘Be Prepared’ and ‘I Just Can’t Wait To Be King’ -
the remake will also feature some new music. ‘Can
You Feel the Love Tonight’ went on to win the Best
Original Song Oscar, whilst Hans Zimmer was
selected to take home the Best Original Score
Academy Award.

Sedaris to voice new 
character in The Lion King 

C

James Wan: Aquaman is not
a traditional superhero film

ason Momoa had to have two stunt doubles
“constantly working” on the set of ‘Aquaman’.
The 39-year-old American actor plays the
aquatic superhero - also known as Arthur

Curry - in the James Wan directed flick and speaking at
the DC Comic blockbuster’s world premiere in London
on Monday night he revealed he needed the help of his
doppelgangers due to the numerous extravagant action
sequences. He said: “I definitely do a lot of my stunts but
there’s so many stunts in this that we had to constantly be
prepping so I had two stunt doubles constantly working.”
Jason - who played the character in ‘Justice League’ - is
seen for the first time in Aquaman’s famous gold and
green superhero costume and he admitted it was a thrill
to FaceTime call his young kids, daughter Lola, 11, and

nine-year-old son Nakoa-Wolf, from the set so they
could see their dad dressed up. The Hollywood hunk -
who raises his kids with his wife Lisa Bonet - said: “My
experience was looking in James Wan’s eyes and he was
delighted and filled with joy and he was stoked and I
called my kids on FaceTime and got to see their faces, it
was beautiful.” Dolph Lundgren also stars in the DC
Extended Universe film and plays King Nereus, the father
of Amber Heard’s alter ego Mera. During the shoot, the
61-year-old Swedish actor saw similarities between his
‘Aquaman’ character and iconic He-Man, who he por-
trayed in the 1987 film ‘Masters of the Universe’, and that
came from director Wan being a big fan of the 80s chil-
dren’s cartoon and Mattel action figure range. Dolph
said: “Well, I think James Wan was a fan of ‘Masters of

the Universe’ when he was a little kid and my King
Nereus looks a bit like He-Man. So I think there’s a rea-
son why I got cast for this role but it was a great role and
a very good cast and I think it’s a fun movie.” Opening up
about the highlight of his ‘Aquaman’ scenes, Dolph
added: “Well look it’s called dry for wet which means you
shoot everything on a blue screen and you hanging on
these wires 40 feet in the air conducting scenes and
action. “For me, I really look up to people who do these
superhero movies because it’s really difficult. And the
more you weigh the more the harness pulls on certain
areas of the male anatomy and after four or five hours
you’re ready to come down.” 

illem Dafoe hopes Vincent van Gogh would
have “enjoyed” seeing his life played out in ‘At
Eternity’s Gate’. The 63-year-old actor plays
the famous artist in the new biographical dra-

ma movie - which was released in the US on November
16 - and has said that whilst he can’t say what the painter,
who died in 1890, would think of the production if he
were alive today, he hopes he would be pleased with the
team’s work. When asked what van Gogh would think,
Willem said: “I can’t even think about that. Who knows?
We would like to think that he’d enjoy it. That’s something
I would have to ruminate on for a long time. But, it’s a
movie. We’re making it for now. We’re making it for us.
Van Gogh is a very important, influential figure to Julian
[Schnabel, the director]. The film does a service to him in
the respect that it doesn’t try to explain him. It’s our
imagining of what it might be like to be him.” The
Hollywood icon admits he learned a lot about the painter
that was unknown to him before taking on the role,
including how “socially awkward” he was, as well as his
“spiritual” nature. Asked if he learned anything that sur-
prised him, Willem said: “How steeped he was in a spiri-
tual quest, which is usually short-handed as a kind of
madness. He tried to be a man of God early in his life, so
that was surprising to what extent he was always having
a dialogue with his God through nature.  “For someone
that was so socially awkward and had so much trouble
communicating with people on a social level and famous-
ly had trouble with women, had trouble with physicality,
intimacy, he was a very compassionate person. He felt
distance from people, but he loved the soul of the worker.
He talks much about how you have to live like a peasant

to paint peasants.” To research the role, Willem made
sure to read up on the painter, but then insisted he had to
“forget” what he’d learned because he didn’t want to
“copy” the version of van Gogh depicted in other films.
Speaking to The Hollywood Reporter, he said: “I read
biographies, of course. I had seen ‘Lust for Life’ and the
[Robert] Altman film [‘Vincent & Theo’] years ago. But
when you make something, you really want to forget
those things. You can’t copy them. It’s the idea that to
express what a work of art is you have to make another
thing. There are parallels to what you learn in painting:
It’s not about likeness.” —  Bang Showbiz

J

Momoa had two stunt doubles for Aquaman

Viola Davis signs
feature deal with
Amazon Studios 

iola Davis has signed a first look feature pro-
duction deal with Amazon Studios. The ‘How
To Get Away With Murder’ actress runs JuVee
Productions with husband Julius Tennon, and

the couple have agreed to bring their projects to the
streaming service. Jennifer Salke, head of Amazon
Studios, said in a statement: “Amazon Studios is passion-
ate about building a home for both new and established
filmmakers of all backgrounds, who share the same vision
in telling incredible and engaging human stories. “Viola
and Julius Tennon’s JuVee Productions brings distinctive,
fresh voices and high-quality content to our customers in
both theaters and on Prime Video.” The announcement
comes as Davis has been working on new comedy
‘Troupe Zero’ - which stars Allison Janney and Jim
Gaffigan - with Amazon ahead of a 2019 release. The lat-
est production pact comes after the company has inked
deals with a number of firms, including ones with Jason
Blum’s Blumhouse Television for eight direct-to-service
films. Other agreements have been made with the likes of
Nicole Kidman’s Blossom Films, while ‘The Handmaid’s
Tale’ director Reed Morano and ‘Get Out’ filmmaker
Jordan Peele have also signed on. It should come as now
surprise, as Netflix has recently made headlines for simi-
larly massive deals with stars such as ‘American Horror
Story’ creator Ryan Murphy and Davis’ ‘How To Get
Away With Murder’ boss Shonda Rhimes, who was also
the mind behind ‘Grey’s Anatomy’.

Willem Dafoe: Vincent van 
Gogh would like our movie 
WV
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Flydubai recently launched its new daily service to
Helsinki, Finland, where history mixes with the beauty
of nature. By adding Helsinki, Flydubai increases its

European destinations to 16 countries that most attract
tourists. Finland attracts more than 6 million tourists a
year, but most flights to the market so far have been sea-
sonal. The new scheduled direct flights from Dubai will
give passengers easier access into Finland and help stimu-
late trade and tourism around the year.

The moment you land in Helsinki, you will be charmed
by its buildings that are highly affected by Russian archi-
tecture, as it used to be part of Russia. Finland has the
most fascinating natural landscapes worldwide that will
make your experience an unforgettable one with its end-
less attractions including touristic sites, cultural landmarks
and the most delicious Finnish cuisine. 

Lapland and the midnight sun
Finnish Lapland is as close as reality gets to those who

dream of a winter wonderland. Contrasts are a key factor
in the allure of Lapland, where 24-hour sunlight in the
summer replaces the dark winter days. The hustle and
bustle of towns and ski resorts is just minutes away from
the peace and quiet of the wild wilderness.

Visiting Suomenlinna fortress 
through the frozen sea

The fortress of Suomenlinna is only a very short ferry
crossing away from the center of Helsinki. At the same
time, it is a suburb of Helsinki, with 850 people living in
renovated ramparts and barracks. The different parts of
the six islands offer a variety of atmospheres - whether
you are looking for a cheerful weekend with friends, a
tranquil evening stroll or perhaps a jog - it is all made pos-
sible by the diverse routes and locations across the
islands. This was the base for the archipelago fleet was
originally built midway through the 18th century, when
Finland was part of the Swedish kingdom for protection
against Russian invaders, which it failed to do in 1808. To
get there, a ferry trip will cost Ä2.2 per person, which is an
unforgettable experience. 

Walking on frozen water
Due to the very low temperatures, the Gulf water frees

and forms a perfect location for exceptional picnics, skiing
or walking on ice. 

Linnanmaki Amusement Park
Whenever you feel tired of touring museums, you and

your family members of various ages can go to
Linnanmaki amusement park, which is a Helsinki attraction
that opened in 1950. Offering access to a huge variety of
modern rides, the park also features an assortment of clas-

sic carnival rides and traditional arcade games.
Linnanmaki also has a famous haunted house, provide rid-
ing facilities and access to 13 restaurants whenever you
feel hungry. 

The Kauppatori Market
It is the most famous market in Helsinki where visitors

can taste traditional Finnish food and purchase artifacts
and local handcrafts, in addition to reindeer skin. It is in
the open and has a fabulous view of the Baltic Sea, where
tourists can take ferries to the famous Suomenlinna
fortress. 

Kisama Musuem
The Kiasma is the contemporary art museum that

derives its name from the word ‘chiasma’, which indicates
the optic chiasm. The Kiasma belongs to the Finnish
National Gallery along with the Ateneum Art Museum and
the Sinebrychoff Art Museum. The museum represents the
contemporary art collection of the Finnish National
Gallery and includes works by over 4,000 renowned
artists. 

Boeing 737 MAX 8 aircraft
On Flydubai’s newest aircraft, the Boeing 737 MAX 8,

the efficient and environmentally friendly aircraft features
a new cabin offering a flatbed in Business Class for pas-
sengers to sleep comfortably during their flight. Economy
Class offers new RECARO seats, which are designed to
optimize space and comfort. Flydubai also offers excep-
tional in-flight entertainment with a full HD, 11.6-inch
screen, featuring more than 1,000 hours of movies, TV
shows, music and games in Arabic, English and Russian.
Flydubai also offers swift check-in procedures at Saad Al-
Abdullah Terminal. 

Accordingly, lovers of travelling to and exploring
European destinations will spend the most fabulous holi-
day using Flyduabi travelling solutions for the best prices.
Passengers can also arrange the entire trip from the
“Holidays From Flydubai’ website. 

Flexible Flight schedule 
Flydubai flight to Helsinki departs Dubai International

airport daily at 17:10 (DLT), and thus, travelers from
Kuwait can select the most suitable flight timing from 12
daily Flydubai flights between Kuwait and Dubai. For fur-
ther information kindly visit: https://w.w.w.flydubai.com
/en/destinations/

Helsinki joins Flydubai
European destinations 
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Arrival Flights on Wednesday 28/11/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
FEG 341 Sohag 00:05
JZR 406 Kochi 00:10
JAI 572 Mumbai 00:15
JZR 253 Amman 00:40
JZR 734 Cairo 00:50
KAC 102 London 00:50
THY 772 Istanbul 00:50
PGT 858 Istanbul 00:55
DLH 625 Dammam 01:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 01:40
UAE 853 Dubai 01:45
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
IGO 1757 Kochi 01:55
JZR 722 Alexandria 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:30
QTR 1086 Doha 02:40
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
JZR 502 Lahore 03:35
QTR 1076 Doha 04:00
CLX 6002 Luxembourg 04:05
KAC 796 Madinah 04:10
IGO 1751 Chennai 04:10
KAC 418 Manila 04:25
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:30
FDB 069 Dubai 05:00
KAC 382 Delhi 05:05
KAC 1544 Cairo 05:10
JZR 404 Hyderabad 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:10
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20
JZR 112 Doha 05:25
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40
KAC 344 Chennai 05:50
JZR 402 Mumbai 06:05
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:10
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:10
KAC 678 Dubai 06:55
BAW 157 London 07:05
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:35
KAC 354 Bengaluru 07:35
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
KAC 358 Kochi 08:05
UAE 855 Dubai 08:35
JZR 408 Ahmedabad 08:45
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 09:45
IRC 6511 Lamerd 09:50
IRA 665 Shiraz 10:10
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
SYR 341 Latakia 11:00
JZR 702 Asyut 11:05
JZR 116 Doha 11:10
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:10
JZR 122 Dubai 11:20
QTR 1074 Doha 11:35
IAW 157A Al Najaf 11:55
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
MSC 415 Sohag 12:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 12:25
JZR 714 Sohag 12:35
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
IRC 6552 ABD 13:00
MSR 610 Cairo 13:10
KIS 6032 Mashhad 13:30
IRC 526 Mashhad 13:30
QTR 1078 Doha 13:35
RBG 213 Sohag 13:45
KAC 774 Riyadh 14:00
RBG 553 Alexandria 14:05
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
CLX 792 Luxembourg 14:10
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15

FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:20
KAC 672 Dubai 14:25
KAC 286 Dhaka 14:30
KAC 364 Colombo 14:30
KAC 618 Doha 14:40
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:00
KNE 683 Madinah 15:05
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:05
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:10
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
JZR 222 Riyadh 15:30
KAC 512 Mashhad 15:35
KAC 562 Amman 15:35
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
JZR 142 Al Najaf 15:40
KAC 304 Mumbai 15:40
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
JZR 732 Cairo 15:50
SVA 504 Madinah 16:00
SAW 705 Damascus 16:00
JZR 152 Mashhad 16:00
KAC 118 New York 16:05
ABY 127 Sharjah 16:05
JZR 212 Jeddah 16:25
KAC 502 Beirut 16:30
KAC 542 Cairo 16:30
QTR 1072 Doha 16:35
FDB 051 Dubai 16:40
KAC 522 Al Najaf 17:00
JZR 114 Doha 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 214 Jeddah 17:45
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:15
JZR 302 Istanbul 18:15
QTR 1080 Doha 18:30
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
RJA 640 Amman 19:00
KAC 744 Dammam 19:00
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 156 Istanbul 19:30
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:50
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 104 London 19:55
KNE 381 Taif 20:00
JZR 106 Bahrain 20:00
KAC 166 Rome 20:10
KAC 620 Doha 20:15
DHX 172 Bahrain 20:20
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 674 Dubai 20:35
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:45
RBG 217 Asyut 20:50
JAV 621 Amman 21:15
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
KAC 616 Bahrain 21:30
KAC 168 Paris 21:30
UAE 859 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:50
KAC 564 Amman 21:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 22:00
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
SVA 514 Riyadh 22:30
SVA 502 Jeddah 22:45
KAC 786 Jeddah 22:45
JZR 128 Dubai 23:15
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45
JZR 262 Beirut 23:55

Departure Flights on Wednesday 28/11/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
JZR 407 Ahmedabad 00:05
AZQ 566 Baku 00:05
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
MSC 406 Sohag 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:40
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:45
FEG 242 Alexandria 01:05
JAI 571 Mumbai 01:15
KAC 285 Dhaka 01:25
JZR 111 Doha 01:45
KAC 677 Dubai 01:50
KAC 363 Colombo 01:50
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
DLH 625 Frankfurt 02:25
THY 773 Istanbul 02:30
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:30
MSR 619 Alexandria 02:40
ABD 372 Cairo 02:45
IGO 1758 Kochi 02:55
UAE 854 Dubai 03:40
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
QTR 1087 Doha 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
JZR 701 Asyut 04:30
KAC 103 London 05:10
IGO 1752 Chennai 05:10
DHX 173 Bahrain 05:30
QTR 1077 Doha 05:30
FDB 070 Dubai 05:50
CLX 6002 Abu Dhabi 06:05
KAC 303 Mumbai 06:10
JZR 713 Sohag 06:15
JZR 121 Dubai 06:35
THY 771 Istanbul 06:40
KAC 167 Paris 07:10
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
JZR 115 Doha 07:30
KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:10
KAC 165 Rome 08:20
BAW 156 London 08:50
FDB 054 Dubai 08:50
KAC 501 Beirut 09:00
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:05
KAC 613 Bahrain 09:05
JZR 731 Cairo 09:10
KAC 117 Shannon/New York 09:15
KAC 541 Cairo 09:30
KAC 561 Amman 09:40
KAC 511 Mashhad 09:40
KAC 101 London 09:45
KAC 671 Dubai 09:45
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
JZR 151 Mashhad 09:50
UAE 856 Dubai 10:00
JZR 301 Istanbul 10:05
KAC 773 Riyadh 10:10
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
KAC 617 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
JZR 211 Jeddah 10:40
IRC 6512 Lamerd 10:40
KAC 155 Istanbul 10:45
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
IRA 664 Shiraz 11:10
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
JZR 221 Riyadh 12:00
JZR 213 Jeddah 12:00
SYR 342 Latakia 12:00
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:10
JZR 141 Al Najaf 12:15
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
IAW 158A Al Najaf 12:55
QTR 1075 Doha 13:00
MSC 416 Sohag 13:10
JZR 113 Doha 13:30
KAC 521 Al Najaf 13:35

IRC 6553 ABD 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
RBG 218 Asyut 14:25
KIS 6033 Mashhad 14:30
IRC 527 Mashhad 14:30
RBG 554 Alexandria 14:45
QTR 1079 Doha 15:00
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 15:05
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
KAC 673 Dubai 15:40
CLX 792 Hanoi 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:50
KAC 743 Dammam 15:55
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KNE 684 Madinah 16:00
KAC 619 Doha 16:10
KAC 563 Amman 16:10
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
KAC 785 Jeddah 16:40
JZR 261 Beirut 16:40
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:45
JZR 105 Bahrain 16:55
SAW 706 Damascus 17:00
SVA 505 Madinah 17:00
KAC 504 Beirut 17:15
KAC 361 Colombo 17:35
FDB 052 Dubai 17:40
KAC 283 Dhaka 17:45
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
KAC 615 Bahrain 18:00
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
QTR 1073 Doha 18:00
JZR 733 Cairo 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 127 Dubai 18:35
JZR 403 Hyderabad 18:40
JZR 253 Amman 18:40
KAC 381 Delhi 18:55
JZR 721 Alexandria 19:20
FDB 064 Dubai 19:20
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
RJA 641 Amman 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
KNE 232 Riyadh 20:50
KAC 301 Mumbai 20:55
JZR 401 Mumbai 20:55
KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:55
KAC 357 Kochi 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20
DLH 624 Dammam 21:30
RBG 214 Sohag 21:30
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1089 Doha 22:00
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:10
KAC 1543 Cairo 22:15
JAV 622 Amman 22:15
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 383 Delhi 22:30
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:50
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:55
UAE 860 Dubai 23:00
JAI 573 Mumbai 23:00
KAC 411 Bangkok 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
SVA 515 Riyadh 23:30
SVA 503 Jeddah 23:45

Classifieds
Wednesday, November 28, 2018

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Airlines
Kuwait Airways                                              171
Jazeera Airways                                                 177
Wataniya Airways                                         22 066 536
Turkish Airlines                                              1884918
American Airlines                                         22087425 
                                                                              22087426
Jet Airways                                                       22924455
FlyDubai                                                            22414400
Qatar Airways                                                 22423888
KLM                                                                     22425747
Royal Jordanian                                             22418064/5/6
British Airways                                               22425635
Air France                                                         22430224
Emirates                                                            22921555
Air India                                                             22438184
Sri Lanka Airlines                                           22424444
Egypt Air                                                           22421578
Swiss Air                                                            22421516
Saudia                                                                22426306
Middle East Airlines                                     22423073
Lufthansa                                                          22422493
PIA                                                                       22421044
Bangladesh Airlines                                     22452977/8
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The committee will then submit its report to the

National Assembly which will vote on it. The seven-
member legal and legislative panel is entirely pro-gov-
ernment and is highly expected to say that the grilling
did not conform with the provisions of the constitution.
The Assembly may however decide to take the report to
the constitutional court to rule on the issue. It was not
immediately known what would MP Muwaizri do and if
he might file another grilling against the prime minister
after this one appears to be headed for rejection.

Assembly refers
PM’s grilling to...

Continued from Page 1

Spatiales (CNES) made the Seismic Experiment for
Interior Structure (SEIS) instrument, the key element for
sensing quakes.

The principal investigator on the French seismometer,
Philippe Lognonne, said he was “relieved and very happy”
at the outcome. “I’ve just received confirmation that there
are no rocks in front of the lander,” he said. And in a final
crucial phase, NASA said InSight signaled to Earth that its
solar panels-twin solar arrays spanning seven feet (2.2
meters) in width-had opened and were collecting sunlight
on the surface of Mars. “The InSight team can rest a little
easier tonight now that we know the spacecraft solar
arrays are deployed and recharging the batteries,” said
Tom Hoffman, InSight’s project manager.

The spacecraft is NASA’s first to touch down on Earth’s
neighboring planet since the Curiosity rover arrived in
2012. More than half of 43 attempts to reach Mars with
rovers, orbiters and probes by space agencies from around
the world have failed. NASA is the only space agency to
have made it, and is invested in these robotic missions as a
way to prepare for the first Mars-bound human explorers
in the 2030s. “We never take Mars for granted. Mars is
hard,” Thomas Zurbuchen, NASA associate administrator
for the science mission directorate, said on Sunday. The
nail-biting entry, descent and landing phase began at 11:47
am (1940 GMT) at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in
Pasadena, California, home to mission control for Mars

InSight, and ended one second before 1953 GMT.
A carefully orchestrated sequence-already fully prepro-

grammed on board the spacecraft-unfolded over the follow-
ing several minutes, coined “six and a half minutes of terror.”
Speeding faster than a bullet at 12,300 miles an hour, the
heat-shielded spacecraft encountered scorching friction as it
entered the Mars atmosphere. The heat shield soared to a
temperature of 2,700 Fahrenheit before it was discarded, the
three landing legs deployed and the parachute popped out,
easing InSight down to the Martian surface. 

InSight contains key instruments that were contributed
by several European space agencies. France’s CNES made
the SEIS instrument, while the German Aerospace Center
(DLR) provided a self-hammering mole that can burrow
16 feet (five meters) into the surface-farther than any
instrument before-to measure heat flow.

Spain’s Centro de Astrobiologia made the space-
craft’s wind sensors, and three of InSight’s seismic
instruments were designed and built in Britain. Other
significant contributions came from the Space Research
Center of the Polish Academy of Sciences and Astronika
and the Swiss Institute of Technology. “It is wonderful
news that the InSight spacecraft has landed safely on
Mars,” said Sue Horne, head of space exploration at the
UK Space Agency.

Together, the instruments will study geological
processes, said Bruce Banerdt, InSight’s principal inves-
tigator at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. By listening for
tremors on Mars, whether from quakes or meteor
impacts or even volcanic activity, scientists can learn
more about its interior and reveal how the planet formed.
The goal is to map the inside of Mars in three dimen-
sions, “so we understand the inside of Mars as well as we
have come to understand the outside of Mars,” Banerdt
told reporters. — AFP 

Cheers as Mars 
InSight lands on...
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“The aircraft departed for its destination with a
revised flight timing” after the necessary checks had been

carried out, the airline added.
In September an Indian passenger on a GoAir flight

sparked panic in mid-air when he tried to open a plane
door, apparently mistaking it for the toilet. The same
week, a passenger was kicked off an IndiGo service
after he tried to access the cockpit to charge his phone
while the plane was preparing for take-off. India’s avia-
tion market is witnessing a massive increase in passen-
ger numbers as its growing middle class take advantage
of cheap fares and better connectivity, with many tak-
ing to the skies for the first time. — AFP 

Snapchat selfie 
sparks terror...
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financial woes, having lost their livelihoods and
assets, said Parker.

Many drought-hit families have had to borrow mon-
ey to pay for transport, food or healthcare, the United
Nations said. The charity World Vision reported that
half of households it surveyed in Badghis in September
said child marriage was a measure taken to put food on
the table in times of drought.  About 11 million people -
almost half of Afghanistan’s rural population - will be
facing “severe acute food insecurity” until February,
according to the Integrated Food Security Phase

Classification (IPC) system used by charities to meas-
ure hunger.

“Years of civil conflict and instability as well as the
severely degraded condition of much of the land have
compounded the impacts of the drought,” said an IPC
report from August. In addition to those forced by
drought to leave their homes, conflict between the gov-
ernment and an array of armed groups, including the
Taliban, has uprooted at least 282,000 people so far
this year, according to the United Nations.

The 17-year war has also devastated Afghanistan’s
education system, according to a report released on
Tuesday by the Global  Coal i t ion to Protect
Education from Attack, an alliance of aid agencies
that includes UNICEF and Save the Children. With a
rising number of attacks on schools, teachers and
students, the number of children who are not in edu-
cation is increasing for the first time since 2002, the
agencies said. —  Reuters

Drought driving 
Afghans to marry...
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and web pages. A system shown billions of human
sentences becomes adept at completing common
phrases but is limited by generalities. Men have long
dominated fields such as finance and science, for exam-
ple, so the technology would conclude from the data
that an investor or engineer is “he” or “him.” The issue
trips up nearly every major tech company.

Lambert said the Smart Compose team of about 15
engineers and designers tried several workarounds, but
none proved bias-free or worthwhile. They decided the
best solution was the strictest one: Limit coverage. The
gendered pronoun ban affects fewer than 1 percent of
cases where Smart Compose would propose some-
thing, Lambert said. “The only reliable technique we
have is to be conservative,” said Prabhakar Raghavan,
who oversaw engineering of Gmail and other services
until a recent promotion.

New policy
Google’s decision to play it safe on gender follows

some high-profile embarrassments for the company’s
predictive technologies. The company apologized in
2015 when the image recognition feature of its photo
service labeled a black couple as gorillas. In 2016,
Google altered its search engine’s autocomplete func-
tion after it suggested the anti-Semitic query “are jews
evil” when users sought information about Jews. 

Google has banned expletives and racial slurs from
its predictive technologies, as well as mentions of its
business rivals or tragic events. The company’s new
policy banning gendered pronouns also affected the list
of possible responses in Google’s Smart Reply. That
service allow users to respond instantly to text mes-
sages and emails with short phrases such as “sounds
good.”

Google uses tests developed by its AI ethics team to
uncover new biases. A spam and abuse team pokes at

systems, trying to find “juicy” gaffes by thinking as
hackers or journalists might, Lambert said. Workers
outside the United States look for local cultural issues.
Smart Compose will soon work in four other languages:
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and French. “You need a lot
of human oversight,” said engineering leader Raghavan,
because “in each language, the net of inappropriateness
has to cover something different.”

Widespread challenge
Google is not the only tech company wrestling with

the gender-based pronoun problem. Agolo, a New York
startup that has received investment from Thomson
Reuters, uses AI to summarize business documents. Its
technology cannot reliably determine in some docu-
ments which pronoun goes with which name. So the
summary pulls several sentences to give users more
context, said Mohamed AlTantawy, Agolo’s chief tech-
nology officer.

He said longer copy is better than missing details.
“The smallest mistakes will make people lose confi-
dence,” AlTantawy said. “People want 100 percent cor-
rect.” Yet, imperfections remain. Predictive keyboard
tools developed by Google and Apple Inc propose the
gendered “policeman” to complete “police” and “sales-
man” for “sales.” Type the neutral Turkish phrase “one
is a soldier” into Google Translate and it spits out “he’s
a soldier” in English. So do translation tools from
Alibaba and Microsoft Corp. Amazon.com Inc opts for
“she” for the same phrase on its translation service for
cloud computing customers. AI experts have called on
the companies to display a disclaimer and multiple pos-
sible translations.

Microsoft’s LinkedIn said it avoids gendered pro-
nouns in its year-old predictive messaging tool, Smart
Replies, to ward off potential blunders. Alibaba and
Amazon did not respond to requests to comment.
Warnings and limitations like those in Smart Compose
remain the most-used countermeasures in complex sys-
tems, said John Hegele, integration engineer at Durham,
North Carolina-based Automated Insights Inc, which
generates news articles from statistics. “The end goal is
a fully machine-generated system where it magically
knows what to write,” Hegele said. “There’s been a ton
of advances made but we’re not there yet.” — Reuters

Fearful of bias, 
Google blocks...

IKYAD DIJWI: In the home he shared with 11 relatives,
Mohammed Abd Al-Hamid had no room to start a family.
But since he put up a house on a nearby field in 2016, he
has paid $4,500 in fines for building on agricultural land.
“There was no alternative,” said Abd Al-Hamid, 30, who
works for a Cairo security company, standing in front of
his pink-painted house in the Nile Delta. “Am I supposed
to rent an apartment in Cairo? I can’t afford that.”

Egypt’s population of nearly 100 million is growing
rapidly and about 38 million live in unplanned communi-
ties. In the turmoil after the 2011 Arab Spring, the number
of unlicensed buildings sky-rocketed. Now authorities are
cracking down on residents who build on farmland, but
are providing few alternatives for those who need cheap
houses.

People who build on agricultural land now face up to
five years in prison and a fine of up to 5 million Egyptian
pounds ($280,000). Before the law was revised in January,
the top fine was 50,000 pounds ($2,800) and the prison
term wasn’t specified. Authorities say they want to end
unlicensed building on farmland, reduce overcrowding and
provide homes for the poor, but analysts say many new
government housing projects are too expensive and have
poor services. As a result, large numbers of new homes are
unoccupied, while people still build on farmland in areas
where housing demand is high.

“This shows you it’s a distorted housing market and
price incentives and accessibility have not worked out,”
said Michele Dunne, director of the Middle East Program
at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, a
think-tank. Under President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, the mili-
tary has been seeking ways to tighten control over the
population, she said. “And one of these ways seems to be
controlling real estate development and channeling people
toward the communities the government is building rather
than communities that sprout out organically in places
where people want to live.” The military owns 51 percent
of a firm that is developing a new capital east of Cairo.

Since the 2011 revolution, nearly 85,000 acres of

farmland have been lost to illegal construction, according
to data from the ministry of agriculture. That’s a 40 per-
cent average annual increase compared to before 2011,
according to a Reuters calculation based on data going
back to 1983.

Of those 85,000 acres, 28,000 have been cleared of
buildings, but most is not being farmed, the ministry said.
On Monday, the government started a campaign to demol-
ish unlicensed buildings from 19,000 acres of farmland.
“Look at the size of the encroachments on agricultural
land,” Sisi said in September. “If it continues at this rate ...
then we will have unplanned growth that requires spend-
ing on healthcare that’s not available, clean water that’s not
available, roads and electricity networks that are not avail-
able. That can’t be.”

The Nile Delta, one of the most densely populated
parts of the country, is also one of the hardest hit by unli-
censed construction on farmland. “Where else should we
build?” said Sahar Fathi Ayed, 40, Abd al-Hamid’s sister,
who has built a house on the family’s fields in the village of
Ikyad Dijwi. “Our children got older and wanted to get
married and there are no rental apartments here,” she said.
Lack of housing is no excuse for building on farmland, said
Hamed Abd al-Dayem, spokesman for the ministry of agri-
culture. In an effort to tackle its growing housing needs,
Egypt has launched a series of housing projects and is
developing 42 new cities, but many are underoccupied.

New Cairo, Sheikh Zayed and Shorouk have occupancy
rates of 65, 50 and 55 percent respectively, according to
Leilani Farha, UN special rapporteur on housing. One of
the more established new cities, 6th of October, has an
occupancy rate of 75 percent, she said. People in some
new cities have limited access to schools, clinics, emer-
gency services, transport and food, she said. “There also
appears to be a lack of income mix within housing estates
and a tendency towards gated communities for upper
income housing,” Farha wrote in a statement following a
visit to Egypt last month. —  Reuters

Egypt’s poor bear the brunt of 
farmland building crackdown 

Unlicensed building on farmland exploded after 2011

SHAMMA: An Egyptian woman guides a flock of sheep grazing by a road in the village of Shamma in Egypt’s northern Nile delta province of Menoufia.  — AFP 



KUWAIT: Within its social responsibility activi-
ties, Kuwait Airways Corporation (KAC) recently
sponsored the Gulf Bank’s fourth annual 642
Marathon which was held on November 17 with
participation of over 7,500 competitors belonging
to 66 nationalities. 

The Gulf Bank 642 marathon is internationally
accredited. It is the largest sport activity in
Kuwait covering a stretch of 42 kilometers. 

Speaking on the occasion, KAC’s PR and media
manager, Fayez Al-Enezi stressed that KAC was a
golden sponsor for the marathon and that it
always supports and sponsors various activities
such as the marathon which aims to boosting pub-
lic awareness concerning healthy lifestyles as well
as raise funds for KRCS. 

Al-Enezi added that the marathon coincided
with the World Diabetics Day to highlight the
importance of sports and fighting obesity to avoid
various diseases including diabetics.  

MANILA: Manny Pacquiao said yesterday that veter-
an trainer Freddie Roach never left his orbit, despite a
public split, and was helping the Filipino boxing legend
get ready for his upcoming bout in Las Vegas.

Pacquiao was training in Manila ahead of the
January 19 showdown against Adrien Broner, a fight
that may be a prelude to a long-speculated on rematch
with Floyd Mayweather.

The Roach-Pacquiao reunion comes after the men
abruptly parted ways, breaking up one of boxing’s most
famous double-acts, following the Filipino’s defeat to
Jeff Horn in 2017.

Roach was reported to have been upset by his dis-
missal, but agreed to return after late-night talks with
the fighter last week.

“I tell people even in America that Freddie never left
Team Pacquiao,” Pacquiao, 39, told reporters after hit-
ting the mitts. “He is still involved in the training.”

Pacquiao, the only fighter to win world titles in eight
different weight divisions, got a boost to his storied, but
slowing boxing career, after stopping Argentina’s Lucas
Matthysse in July in Kuala Lumpur.

Just over six months later he will be back in the ring,
this time against Broner, a 29-year-old American, for
his first US fight since 2016. 

“I am already excited. (After) more than two years I
am coming back to Vegas to fight,” said Pacquiao.

Speculation remains high that the Broner bout could
be a warm-up for a sequel to 2015’s “Fight of the
Century”, that Pacquiao lost to Mayweather on points.

Undefeated Mayweather said in September he was
ready to fight Pacquiao, but no definite plans have

emerged since.
Last week the Filipino champ told reporters he and

Mayweather have talked about fighting again, but said
he would see after the Broner match.

Pacquiao did not address the speculation on
Tuesday, saying only about any future matches: “I can
fight anybody. We are not picky when it comes to our
opponents.”

Meanwhile, reigning UFC lightweight champion
Khabib Nurmagomedov said on Monday his potential
fight with undefeated boxer Floyd Mayweather Jr.
would be twice as interesting as Conor McGregor’s
bout with the American.

“Our fight will be twice as interesting. Two unbeaten
fighters, it will be interesting to see which one falls or
takes a step back,” he said in a press conference in
Moscow to launch his autobiography.

The Russian widely known as simply “Khabib” called
out Mayweather in October but the UFC’s president
Dana White has said they could only face off in a mixed
martial arts fight and not inside a boxing ring as was
the case with McGregor.

Mayweather beat the Irishman by knock-out after
10 rounds in August 2017.

Khabib is undefeated in 27 UFC bouts including
October’s submission of McGregor.

The pair are serving bans from the Nevada State
Athletic Commission (NSAC) for their roles in a post-
fight brawl between their entourages at UFC 229 in Las
Vegas.  NSAC will hold an official disciplinary hearing
for Khabib and McGregor on December 10 before they
can fight again. — AFP
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Manny Pacquiao says trainer 
Roach ‘never left’ his team

Khabib adds fire to Mayweather bout flame
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Mick Schumacher 
to race Formula 
Two in 2019
BERLIN: Mick Schumacher, the teenage son of
ex-Formula One world champion Michael
Schumacher, will race in Formula Two next sea-
son, ending speculation he might skip F2 and step
up to F1 in 2019.

“For me, this is a logical step, because I want
to continue to improve my technical experience
and driving skills” the 19-year-old said in a press
release issued by his Italian team Prema Racing.

The confirmation pours cold water on specu-
lation he would leap up to F1 in 2019 after win-
ning the European Formula Three title last month,
but he has made no secret that he one day wants
to race in the top tier. After dominating the sec-
ond half of the F3 season by claiming five straight
wins, Schumacher’s title win meant he qualified
for a FIA ‘super licence’ - a prerequisite for the
jump to Formula One.

Bearing one of the most famous names in
motorsports is not always easy for the German,
who started out racing as “Mick Betsch”, using
his mother Corinna’s maiden name to avoid bring-
ing attention to himself. World champion Lewis
Hamilton has already said he is “100 percent cer-
tain that there will be another Schumacher in F1”
and backs him to follow in the footsteps of his
father, who won seven F1 titles.

“I have no problem being compared to my
dad, because my dad is the best - that’s why he’s
my role model,” Mick Schumacher said in an RTL
documentary. “Even other world champions com-
pare themselves with my dad.”

However, his father’s condition remains a mys-
tery as the fifth anniversary approaches of his
skiing accident. Michael Schumacher, 49, has not
been seen in public since suffering head injuries
during a accident on December 29, 2013 while
skiing with Mick and his condition is a secret
closely guarded by his family. — AFP

MANILA: Philippine boxing icon Manny Pacquiao (C) trains at a boxing gym in Manila yesterday, ahead of his WBA
Welterweight bout title with US boxer Adrien Broner in Las Vegas, on January 19, 2019. — AFP

KAC sponsors Gulf Bank’s fourth annual 642 Marathon 

WADA opens
Moscow stage of
Russian doping
investigation
MOSCOW: A team of experts sent by the
World Anti-Doping Agency wil l  meet
Russian officials in Moscow yesterday to
begin the process of recovering data from
the era of institutional doping.

On the eve of the opening meeting,
WADA had not revealed either the names
of the three scientific and technical experts
WADA has selected, nor the location of
their meeting with the representatives of
the Russian authorities.

The face-to-face meeting will prepare the
ground for the process, which could take
days or even weeks, of extracting doping
data from the former Moscow laboratory.

WADA suspended Russian doping
agency RUSADA in November 2015, after
investigations, including one by Canadian

lawyer Richard McLaren, found that,
between 2011 and 2015, Russia organised
massive doping fraud centred on a Moscow
testing laboratory. 

WADA made access to the lab a prerequi-
site of reinstating RUSADA. After a long stale-
mate, WADA agreed, in September, to reverse
the steps: declaring RUSADA “compliant”
before the recovery from Moscow of raw data
from drug tests between 2011 and 2015.
Widely criticised for the decision, WADA
has promised it will impose new sanctions if
Russia does not cooperate by December 31.
Since the start of the Russian affair, interna-
tional sports bodies have faced the problem
of the lack of original data. 

In February, the Court for Arbitration in
Sport over-turned the punishments of 28 of
the 43 Russians suspended by the
International Olympic Committee for the
Winter Games in Pyeongchang for benefit-
ting from state doping at Sochi four years
earlier.  

“What we need to exonerate an athlete,
or to sanction an athlete, is the original
screening data, and this is what we will get
from the Moscow lab,” Guenter Younger,
WADA’s Director of Intel l igence and
Investigations, told AFP.

Those screenings, along with the lab
database and the McLaren findings, could
help build stronger cases. “In order to com-
plete our cases and to be sure that we have
positive cases or not, we need all the data,
and then we have a chain of evidence,”
Younger said.

But, according to several anti-doping
sources, the destruction or falsification of
the raw data mean the investigation are
likely to result in far fewer cases than sug-
gested by McLaren, who estimated that
1,000 athletes, in thirty disciplines, benefit-
ed from the system.

“The challenge is for most of them, we
don’t really have samples, because they
were destroyed at that time,” said Younger.
“We have only data from the presumptive
screenings and additional information that
we have from our investigation.”

So far, only two federations - athletics
(IAAF) and biathlon (IBU) - have institut-
ed disciplinary proceedings based on the
McLaren reports. The IAAF, which has
suspended Russia from all international
competi t ions s ince November 2015,
except for hand-picked athletes, meets
December 3-4 to decide whether to con-
tinue the sanctions. —AFP

Stroll tests for 
Force India 
F1 team in 
Abu Dhabi
ABU DHABI: Canadian Lance Stroll
turned out in Force India overalls for
the first time at the Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix circuit yesterday as Formula One
teams returned to the track with new
faces for a post-season tyre test.

Force India are the only team yet to
confirm their 2019 driver lineup,
although it is no secret that Mexican
Sergio Perez will be joined by Stroll,
whose billionaire father Lawrence took
control of the team in August.

An announcement is expected later
in the week. The Canadian has already
been replaced at Williams, who have an
all-new lineup of Poland’s Robert
Kubica and Britain’s Formula Two
champion George Russell. All three

were testing at Yas Marina.
The two-day test, following last

Sunday’s season-ending race at the cir-
cuit, allows teams to try out the 2019
Pirelli range of tyres. Kimi Raikkonen,
the 2007 world champion, turned up as
a Sauber driver for the first time in 17
years after wrapping up with Ferrari on
Sunday. His running ended ahead of
time when the car broke down.

Brazilian Pietro Fittipaldi, nephew of
double world champion Emerson, had
his first taste of a Formula One car with
the US-owned Haas team that the 22-
year-old has joined as an official test
driver. A technical problem sidelined
him for much of the morning, however.

Formula Two runner-up Lando
Norris was testing for McLaren ahead
of the Briton’s race debut next year,
with Spaniard Carlos Sainz in the car
on Wednesday after his move from
Renault. Charles Leclerc, Raikkonen’s
replacement at Ferrari, is due to test
with the Italian team tomorrow, when
Pierre Gasly tests for Red Bull and
Russian Daniil Kvyat makes his return
to Toro Rosso.  — Reuters



DUBAI: Leg-spinner Yasir Shah followed his extraor-
dinary first innings performance with a six wicket
haul as Pakistan beat New Zealand by an innings and
16 runs in the second Test in Dubai yesterday to level
the series 1-1.

The 32-year-old, who took 8-41 on Monday, had fig-
ures of 6-143 in the second innings for a match haul of
14-184. New Zealand-following-on after being dis-
missed for 90 in the first innings-were bowled out for
312 soon after tea on the fourth day.

“I came to know yesterday (about Imran Khan’s
record) so it’s an honour that my name will come with
him,” said Yasir. “I haven’t bowled as well as this, espe-
cially with the pitch offering turn and bounce like it did.
We wanted to put the disappointment of the first Test
behind us and set up the series.”

Yasir’s figures are the second best match return ever
for Pakistan in Test cricket, bettered only by former
captain and current prime minister Imran Khan who
took 14-116 against Sri Lanka in Lahore in 1982.

They are also the best by a Pakistani bowler against
New Zealand, beating Waqar Younis’s 12-130 in
Faisalabad in 1990. Medium-pacer Hasan Ali was also

at his best, taking 3-46 as Pakistan gained a measure of
revenge for losing the first Test by four runs in Abu
Dhabi last week.

Resuming on 131-2 and needing a further 197 to
make Pakistan bat again, the New Zealand batsmen, led
by Ross Taylor (82), Henry Nicholls (77) and Tom
Latham (50), dug in to make things tough for the
Pakistani bowlers.

Taylor smashed Hasan’s first ball of the day to the
cover boundary to reach his 29th half century in Tests,
a welcome return to form having scored just 21 runs in
the three innings of this series.

Latham completed his 15th Test fifty but was dis-
missed the following ball, a little edge behind off Hasan,
television umpire Ian Gould confirming that Sarfraz
Ahmed had taken the catch cleanly.

Harry Nicholls came to the crease and set about
frustrating the Pakistan bowlers, adding 52 with
Taylor for the fourth wicket and 57 with BJ Watling
for the fifth. Taylor tried to take the attack to the
bowlers, hitting seven boundaries and a six in his 82
but grew impatient after being t ied down. An
attempted sweep off Bilal Asif ended in a top edge

that looped to deep backward square leg where Yasir
took a comfortable catch. 

Yasir trapped Watling leg before for 27 to end
another frustrating the stand and get into the Kiwi tail.
De Grandhomme made just 14 and Sodhi was bowled
behind his legs for four, unwisely trying to sweep Yasir
from well outside off-stump. 

Nicholls stood firm amid the wreckage, striking Bilal
Asif for a straight six, before Yasir nipped one between
bat and pad to bowl him for 77.  It was a brave stand
from Nicholls but as skipper Kane Williamson later
admitted, the damage had been done in the first innings

when New Zealand lost all 10 wickets for just 40 runs in
14 overs. “We batted better in the second innings,” said
Williamson. “But that session yesterday, Yasir put us
under tremendous pressure and put the ball in the right
areas and got us for 90. That low first innings total was
always a factor.”

The end came swiftly as Yasir picked up the last two
wickets in the space of four balls, Neil Wagner caught
at midwicket-another man trying to sweep-and Trent
Boult feathering an outside edge to Sarfraz behind the
stumps. The third and final Test starts in Abu Dhabi
from Monday. —AFP

India’s Kohli pulls
in the ad dollars
despite verbal slips
NEW DELHI: Being the highest profile athlete
in the world’s second most populous country,
India cricket captain Virat Kohli has built such a
formidable brand across the spectrum that even
his occasional brash and indiscreet comments fail
to tarnish it.

Watches, cars, sports shoes, motorbikes, clothes,
ride services, tires, snacks, health foods, head-
phones-even toothbrushes-they have all had the
Kohli marketing treatment.

The 30-year-old cricketer with tattooed arms
and coiffured hair currently endorses 21 brands
including Tissot, Audi, Puma, Uber and Hero, push-
ing him into the Forbes’s 2018 list of the world’s
100 highest-paid athletes.

Coming in at No. 83 on the back of his estimated
$24 million income over the previous 12 months,
Kohli is the world’s top earning cricketer and
comes in ahead of other high-profile athletes such
as Novak Djokovic and Sergio Aguero.

It is unlikely he would ever be able to challenge
the likes of current Forbes’ No.1 Floyd Mayweather
or No. 2 Lionel Messi due to cricket’s appeal being
mostly tied to a small batch of predominantly
Commonwealth countries.

However, he could soon eclipse Mahendra Singh
Dhoni as the highest earning Indian sportsman
ever. Former India cricket captain Dhoni earned $31

million in 2015 as he promoted a series of brands.
Kohli’s success off the pitch is matched by his

prowess on it. A prolific scorer of runs, on Sunday
he produced a match winning innings to help India
to victory over Australia and his performances have
ensured he enjoys rock star status in the cricket-
mad country of 1.3 billion.

He wed actress Anushka Sharma last year to
create a marriage between cricket and Bollywood,
India’s two biggest obsessions, helping give him a
‘family man’ image that can appeal to a middle
class audience - and harness its spending power.

That does not mean he has lost traction with
India’s youth. “The youth of the country-and more
than half of India’s population are under 25 — can
identify themselves with the man living their
dream,” said Kohli biographer Vijay Lokapally.

Kohli has a strong social media presence with
over 37 million fans on Facebook and is followed by
more than 25 million on Instagram and 27.1 million
on Twitter. “He speaks his mind, takes stands, inter-
acts on social media-all of it goes well with his
fans,” Lokapally said, describing Kohli as “com-
plete theatre”.

PREPARED TO SHOCK
His sponsors have had a bumpy ride at times.

When a cricket fan recently described Kohli, the
world’s top ranked test batsman, as “overrated” and
said he would rather watch Australian and English
batsmen than “these Indians”, Kohli responded
with both barrels.

“You should go and live somewhere else, you
know,” he said in a video posted on his personal
telephone app, which he uses to interact with fans
and sell merchandise.

“Why are you living in our country and loving
other countries? I don’t mind you not liking me but
I don’t think you should live in our country...”

Kohli later said he was “all for freedom of
choice” and while the episode burnished his repu-
tation as being touchy about criticism it did little to
damage his brand. Quite the opposite, said Tuhin
Mishra, managing director of sports marketing firm
Baseline Ventures.

“Such frankness can actually boost the brand,
provided it aligns with the brand’s message,” said
Mishra, whose firm manages other Indian crick-
eters including Ravindra Jadeja and Prithvi Shaw.

“After all, brands also want to be seen as patri-
otic. “Sports and Bollywood stars usually avoid
controversies, but fans want their icons to have a
voice,” he added. — Reuters
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DUBAI: Pakistani spinner Yasir Shah (R) delivers the ball as New Zealand batsman Henry Nicholls (L) looks on
during the fourth day of the second Test cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand at the Dubai
International Stadium in Dubai yesterday. — AFP

Fourteen wickets for Yasir as 
Pakistan level series against NZ

Yasir’s figures are the second best match return ever for Pakistan in Test

Hafeez survives in
unchanged Pakistan
squad for final Test
DUBAI: Misfiring opener Mohammad Hafeez survived the
chop yesterday as the Pakistan selectors named an
unchanged 15 man squad for the third and final Test against
New Zealand starting in Abu Dhabi next week.

Hafeez has been struggling with his form ever since scor-
ing a hundred on his comeback Test against Australia in
Dubai last month. Since then he has managed just 66 runs in
six innings. Hafeez has scores of 20, 10 and nine in the two
Tests against New Zealand.

Pakistan levelled the three-match series with a convincing
innings and 16 runs win in the second Test in Dubai yester-
day. New Zealand won the first Test by four runs in Abu
Dhabi last week.

Also retained is off-spinner Bilal Asif who has just five
wickets to show in the last three Tests after taking six wick-
ets against Australia in Dubai last month. The Pakistan selec-
tors resisted the temptation to include dashing opener
Fakhar Zaman who is recuperating from a knee problem after
impressing with 94 and 66 in his Test debut against the
Australians.

Squad; Sarfraz Ahmed (captain), Mohammad Hafeez,
Imam-ul-Haq, Azhar Ali, Haris Sohail, Asad Shafiq, Babar
Azam, Saad Ali, Yasir Shah, Bilal Asif, Mohammad Abbas,
Hasan Ali, Shaheen Afridi, Faheem Ashraf, Mir Hamza. —AFP

SCOREBOARD
Complete scoreboard on the fourth day of the second Test against Pakistan at Dubai stadium Wednesday:
Pakistan Ist innings 418-5 (Haris Sohail 147, Babar Azam 127 not out, Azhar Ali 81; C. de Grandhomme 2-44)
New Zealand Ist innings 90 (J. Raval 31; Yasir Shah 8-41)

New Zealand second innings (overnight 131-2)
J. Raval st Sarfraz b Yasir 2
T. Latham c Sarfraz b Hasan 50
K. Williamson c Sarfraz b Yasir 30
R. Taylor c Yasir b Asif 82
H. Nicholls b Hasan 77
BJ Watling lbw b Yasir 27
C. de Grandhomme b Hasan 14
I. Sodhi b Yasir 4
N. Wagner c Hasan b Yasir 10

Ajaz Patel not out 5
T. Boult c Sarfraz b Yasir 0
Extras: (b 9, lb 2) 11
Total: (all out; 112.5 overs) 312      
Fall of wickets: 1-10 (Raval), 2-66 (Williamson), 3-146 (T. Latham), 4-
198 (R. Taylor), 5-255 (BJ Watling), 6-270 (de Grandhomme), 7-285
(Sodhi), 8-301 (Nicholls), 9-311 (Wagner) 
Bowling: Abbas 15-7-29-0, Hasan 19-7-46-3, Yasir 44.5-9-143-6,
Hafeez 3-1-6-0, Asif 27-5-61-1, Sohail 4-0-16-0.
Result: Pakistan won by an innings and 16 runs

Virat Kohli

Maple Leafs
double up Bruins
TORONTO: Josh Leivo scored on a power play
late in the second period to break a tie, Frederik
Andersen stopped 38 shots and the Toronto Maple
Leafs topped the visiting Boston Bruins 4-2 on
Monday night. Travis Dermott, Igor Ozhiganov and
Zach Hyman also scored goals for the Maple Leafs,
and Mitch Marner added three assists. David
Pastrnak scored twice for Boston, with Torey Krug
and Brad Marchand each notching two assists.
Jaroslav Halak saved 27 shots for the Bruins. Bruins
defenseman Kevan Miller was hit in the throat area
by a first-period shot from Toronto’s John Tavares,
and he was taken to a local hospital. “Looks like X-
rays are negative, got it in the throat. They’re going
to keep him overnight for observation, make sure
his breathing stays normal. Hopefully he’s able to
fly back tomorrow, that’s the plan,” Boston coach
Bruce Cassidy told the media. “I don’t know if
there’s a timeline, if he’s back in tomorrow, if it’s
that simple. But right now he’s out of any danger
from what we’ve heard.”

CAPITALS 4, ISLANDERS 1
Tom Wilson scored two goals and added an

assist to lead visiting Washington over New York,
completing a reunion-filled evening. The Capitals
earned their sixth straight win hours after Islanders
head coach Barry Trotz, who left for New York after
coaching Washington to the franchise’s first Stanley
Cup last season, received his championship ring
prior to the first game of the season between the
Metropolitan Division rivals. Trotz gave an emotion-
al speech to his former players inside the visiting
locker room at Barclays Center. Former Capitals
assistant coaches Lane Lambert and Mitch Korn,

who accompanied Trotz to New York, also were
presented with their rings Monday afternoon.

RANGERS 4, SENATORS 2
Lias Andersson and Chris Kreider scored less than

five minutes apart early in the third period to extend
New York’s success on home ice with a win over
Ottawa. Andersson snapped a 1-1 tie 3:26 into the

third by tipping a wrist shot from Ryan Strome into
the net for his second career goal. His goal was
upheld after Ottawa challenged it, contending
Andersson committed goaltender interference. Marc
Staal and Mika Zibanejad also scored for the Rangers,
who improved to 8-1-0 in their past nine home games
and 10-4-0 overall on home ice. Staal’s goal was his
first in 95 games since Oct. 7, 2017. — Reuters

TORONTO:  Frederik Andersen #31 of the Toronto Maple Leafs gets set to face a shot from Brad Marchand
#63 of the Boston Bruins during an NHL game at Scotiabank Arena on Monday in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
The Maple Leafs defeated the Bruins 4-2. — AFP

Angry Indian cricket 
legend opens fire over 
World T20 exclusion
NEW DELHI: Indian cricket heroine Mithali Raj has furiously
accused cricket leaders of bias for dropping her for last Friday’s
World Twenty20 semi-final, which India lost to England. Raj, the
highest run scorer in the women’s international game and still
India’s one-day captain, wrote a furious letter of complaint and
met Board of Control for Indian Cricket (BCCI) leaders on Monday
to vent her anger.

“For the first time in a 20 year long career, I felt deflated,
depressed and let down,” said the 35-year-old in the letter seen by
AFP. Raj questioned whether “my services to my country are of
any value to a few people in power who are out to destroy me and
break my confidence.”

Raj singled out BCCI committee of administrators member
Diana Edulji and national coach Remash Powar for dropping her
from the team beaten by eight wickets by England. “The brazen
support of a COA member is a clear sign of bias and also that a
stance has already been taken against me,” said Raj, who has
played 197 one day internationals, 85 T20 matches and 10 Tests for
India since making her 50-over debut in 1999 against Ireland.

Raj hit two straight half-centuries at the World T20 in the West
Indies before missing India’s last league game against Australia
with a knee injury. She was declared fit on the eve of the England
semi-final but the selectors stuck with the team that beat Australia.
T20 captain Harmanpreet Kaur said selectors had stuck to a “win-
ning combination”.

“I would also like to point out that I have nothing against the
T20 captain Harmanpreet Kaur except for the fact that her call
to support the decision of the coach to leave me out of the
eleven was baffling and hurtful,” Raj wrote. “I wanted to win
the World Cup for my country and it hurts me because we lost
a golden opportunity.” England lost to Australia in the tourna-
ment final. —AFP
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LONDON: Tottenham’s Harry Kane and Inter Milan’s
Mauro Icardi will stage a do-or-die duel as two of the
most prolific strikers in the Champions League go head
to head at Wembley today.

Both Kane and Icardi have humble origins after sur-
viving rejection and self-doubt to reach the top. Now
well established as talismanic figures for their clubs,
these unlikely heroes have become two of the sport’s
hottest properties.

Both have been linked with European champions
Real Madrid this season and this week’s vital clash
between Tottenham and Inter provides another chance
to celebrate their rags to riches rise and marvel at their
predatory instincts.

Born in Argentina, Icardi moved to Spain when he
was nine and was one of the most sought-after players
in Europe when Barcelona, Real Madrid, Arsenal and
Liverpool fought for the teenager’s signature in 2007.

Icardi eventually chose Barcelona, but his time with
the Spanish giants went surprisingly sour. He never
broke into the first team after being written off as lack-
ing the technical quality shine at the Camp Nou.

A loan spell in Italy with Sampdoria proved the mak-
ing of Icardi, who stepped up to the big time when he
joined Inter in 2013. Icardi has scored 106 league goals
in 167 appearances for Inter, twice finishing as the joint
highest scorer in Serie A and taking over as the club
captain three years ago.

It is a success story that would strike a chord with
Kane, who also had to endure rejection before proving
his doubters wrong. While some English stars are ear-
marked for success years in advance such is their obvi-
ous potential, Kane was written off time and again as a
schoolboy, with Arsenal, Tottenham and Watford all
deciding he didn’t have the right qualities to make it.

Tottenham eventually recognised the goal-scoring
potential Kane possessed, but even then it took loan
spells at Leyton Orient, Millwall, Norwich and Leicester
before he was finally given his chance as a regular on
the Premier League stage in 2014.

A barrage of goals followed as Kane made up for
lost time in stunning style. Now 25, Kane has amassed a
host of goal records, scoring more than 100 times for
Tottenham and becoming only the second England
player to finish as the World Cup’s top scorer.

Kane has 11 goals in all competitions this season,
with his late brace against PSV Eindhoven in
Tottenham’s last Champions League tie especially
important as it clinched the 2-1 win that kept their last
16 hopes alive. Those crucial goals extended Kane’s
remarkable Champions League record to 12 goals in 14
appearances. Icardi has been equally dynamic in
Europe’s elite club competition. The 25-year-old scored
the late goal that gave Inter a 2-1 win over Tottenham in
the opening game of the group stage. The Argentina
international also netted in Inter’s victory at PSV and
bagged a priceless last-gasp equaliser in the 1-1 draw
with Barcelona earlier this month.

That strike against Group B leaders Barca allowed
second placed Inter to keep a three-point lead over
third placed Tottenham in the race to qualify for the last
16. With only two games remaining, Luciano Spalletti’s
side are in pole position to make the knockout stages as
they host PSV in their last game, while Tottenham have
the daunting task of a trip to Barcelona.

An Inter victory at Wembley would book their last
16 berth, while Tottenham must win to send the battle
to the last round of matches. Inter have won eight of
their last nine Serie A matches to climb to third in the
table, with Spurs in fine form as well after defeating

previously unbeaten Chelsea 3-1 in the Premier League
on Saturday.

Spalletti expects Tottenham to come out all guns
blazing, but he won’t make special plans for Kane. “We
rate whichever opposition we come up against.

However, Inter always inspire the opposition,” Spalletti
said. “That means they have to go up a level compared
to their normal performances. “With us, we have no
specific approach for one team or another. We have got
to perform as Inter Milan.” — AFP

Tottenham’s Kane and Inter Milan’s 
Icardi ready for Euro shoot-out

Kane was written off time and again as a schoolboy, with Arsenal, Tottenham 

LONDON: File photo shows Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (L) jumps against Chelsea’s German defender
Antonio Rudiger (R) during the English Premier League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Chelsea at
Wembley Stadium in London, on November 24, 2018. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Atletico de Madrid v AS Monaco FC 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Lokomotiv Moscow v Galatasaray Spor Kul¸b¸ 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 2
BV Borussia Dortmund v Club Brugge KV 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5
PSV Eindhoven v FC Barcelona 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Tottenham Hotspur v Internazionale Milano 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Paris Saint-Germain v Liverpool 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1
SSC Napoli v Crvena Zvezda 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
FC Porto v Schalke 04 23:00 
beIN SPORTS HD 

BUENOS AIRES: River Plate president Rodolfo D’Onofrio
hit out at his Boca Juniors counterpart on Monday accus-
ing his rival of “betrayal” following the postponement of
the weekend’s Copa Libertadores final due to an attack on
the Boca team bus by River fans.

In a humiliating weekend for South American football,
the second leg of the final was postponed twice amid
scenes of violence and confusion. The match had been
scheduled for Saturday but the two presidents agreed to
delay the continental showpiece by 24 hours after some
Boca players suffered cuts from broken glass and the
effects of smoke inhalation when their bus came under fire
from River fans throwing sticks and stones and spraying
pepper spray.

Yet the game did not take place on Sunday either as
Boca said they faced a “sporting disadvantage” due to
their players’ injuries and Boca president Daniel Angelici
said he would petition competition organziers Conmebol
to award the tie, and hence the trophy, to Boca. “I’m strug-
gling to believe he cannot keep his promise,” D’Onofrio
fumed on Radio Mitre. “We signed a document and we
shook hands. Then I find out he’s petitioned Conmebol and
asked for them to be declared champions.”

Speaking on Sunday, Angelici revealed he was lodging
a challenge with Conmebol’s independent disciplinary
commission. “Matches are won and lost on the pitch, that’s
my personal perspective, but I have a responsibility as
club president and that’s why I have to stick to the
statute,” Angelici said at a press conference.

He was referring to Conmebol’s Article 18 which
includes provisions for a number of possible punishments,
including the forfeiture of a result. It was the same article
South American football’s governing body used three
years ago to kick out Boca after one of their fans attacked
River players with pepper spray at half-time of a Copa
Libertadores quarter-final.

River went on to lift the trophy that year. “There’s no
chance they will award the match to Boca. If it was the
case, it would be totally shameful, one of the worst betray-
als someone could commit,” said D’Onofrio.

The River plate president insisted that it was only
because of his support for Boca’s request to have the
match postponed on Saturday that it was not played there
and then. Two Boca players were taken to hospital follow-
ing the bus attack, which happened in the streets near to
River’s Monumental stadium in the upmarket Nunes neigh-
borhood of Buenos Aires. River fans were able to attack
the bus despite it having a police escort. — AFP

River president 
blasts Boca chief 
over final ‘betrayal’

PARIS: It has been a month marred by off-field controver-
sies for Paris Saint-Germain, but it is the fitness of Kylian
Mbappe and Neymar that casts the longest shadow over
the French club ahead of today’s Champions League
crunch clash against Liverpool.

PSG go into the game at the Parc des Princes in third
place in Group C, and a defeat against last season’s run-
ners-up, coupled with a win for Napoli at home to Red
Star Belgrade, would condemn the Qatar-owned side to an
early elimination.

Such a prospect is unthinkable for a club with the
ambitions of PSG, who are desperate to improve on con-
secutive exits from the Champions League in the last 16.

Thomas Tuchel has won every domestic game since his
appointment as coach in the summer, but PSG’s results in
Europe have been underwhelming, with a 3-2 defeat at
Liverpool in September being followed by two draws
against Napoli.

Indeed, a 6-1 win over Red Star last month is the French
side’s only victory in their last seven Champions League
matches-not exactly the form of potential winners. “We
have to play very well to beat Liverpool. An average per-
formance won’t be enough against a team like that. We are
talking top level and we need to be perfectly prepared. It’s
a decisive match,” club captain Thiago Silva told PSG’s
official website.

But would they really be so well-prepared if the two
most expensive players in the world were both absent
against Jurgen Klopp’s team? Mbappe and Neymar both
suffered injuries playing in international friendly matches
last week, and watched Saturday’s 1-0 home win over
Toulouse from the stands.

Both of those players have scored 13 goals this season,
while Edinson Cavani has 10 in all competitions. Their
influence on the team is huge. “They’re getting better
every day, we have time before now and Wednesday. It’s

good for us. I think they’ll be able to play,” was Tuchel’s
optimistic assessment at the weekend.

The stakes are almost too high for PSG not to field their
superstar duo, even if there is a risk. PSG are a point
behind both Liverpool and Napoli, so really need a win to
reduce the pressure before going to Belgrade on the final
matchday next month.

Being eliminated from the Champions League before
Christmas would be catastrophic for a club who have
faced fresh allegations of breaches of UEFA’s Financial Fair
Play regulations this month following Football Leaks reve-
lations. They have also come under fire after investigative
website Mediapart reported that club talent scouts sub-
jected potential youth signings to racial profiling, breaking
French anti-discrimination laws. PSG conducted an inter-
nal investigation and found “no proven case of discrimina-
tion”, but the claims have done little to help the mood

around the club.
At least veteran Brazilian Dani Alves made his come-

back at the weekend after six months out with a knee
injury, and his influence could be precious as Paris seek to
extend their impressive home record in Europe.

Only Barcelona and Real Madrid have beaten PSG at
the Parc des Princes in the Champions League since the
Qatari takeover seven years ago, so the challenge facing
Liverpool is huge-all the more so given that Klopp’s men
have lost their last four games away from Anfield in the
competition.

Amid their best ever start to a Premier League season,
which continued with a 3-0 win at Watford on Saturday,
the Reds also know the stakes are high in Europe. “It’s
going to be a difficult game in Paris and a good game to
show how good we are. We go there to try to win, for
sure,” Xherdan Shaqiri told the club’s website. — AFP

PSG optimistic over 
fitness of Mbappe 
and Neymar for 
Liverpool showdown

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (front C) and teammates attend a training session in Saint-
Germain-en-Laye, west of Paris, yesterday, on the eve of their UEFA Champions League Group C football match against
Liverpool. — AFP

BURNLEY: Newcastle pulled further clear of the
Premier League relegation zone with a third successive
win and first at Turf Moor in over 40 years as they beat
Burnley 2-1 on Monday. Federico Fernandez’s fourth-
minute shot, which took a huge deflection off Ben Mee,
gave Rafael Benitez’s Newcastle an early lead before the
visitors doubled their lead through Ciaran Clark in the
23rd minute.

Burnley pulled a goal back courtesy of Sam Vokes’s
header five minutes before half-time. Newcastle then
squandered several chances to put the result beyond
doubt after the break, with Matt Ritchie missing from
close range while Joselu hit a post.

They survived a late Burnley fightback to hold on for
their first win at Turf Moor since December 1975. Victory
saw Newcastle move up into 13th place in the table, four
points clear of the bottom three, with Burnley just a point
above the relegation zone. 

“The main thing was the effort of the players,” Benitez
told Sky Sports. “We stuck to the gameplan. We suffered
a bit at the end but we could have scored a third goal.”
Frustrated Burnley boss Sean Dyche said: “There was an
unlucky goal and then a poor goal.

“On balance we probably deserved something but
once you give those goals away it’s difficult at 2-0 down
in the Premier League.” The game kicked off 30 minutes
late after referees’ assessor Eddie Wolstenholme col-

lapsed in the tunnel and was taken to hospital.
But the delay did not disturb Newcastle who went

ahead when Chris Wood failed to clear a corner before
Mee’s half-hearted attempt to block Fernandez’s shot
only diverted the ball into the top corner. 

More poor defending contributed to Newcastle’s sec-
ond goal, an unmarked Clark heading in Ritchie’s cross.
But Burnley scored against the run of play in the 40th

minute when Vokes looped a header over Martin
Dubravka, with the Newcastle goalkeeper a long way off
his line. Newcastle should have gone 3-1 up five minutes
into the second half when DeAndre Yedlin’s cross-shot
was deflected into the path of Ritchie, who somehow shot
wide from just a few yards out. Joeslu then hit the post
before Yedlin make an important block at the other end
to preserve Newcastle’s lead. —AFP

Newcastle climb away
from danger zone
with Burnley win

BURNLRY: Newcastle United’s Spanish striker Mato Joselu shoots but fails to score during the English Premier League
football match between Burnley and Newcastle United at Turf Moor in Burnley, north west England on Monday. — AFP
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Wizards overcome Rockets, Harden in OT
Durant scores 49 as Warriors overtake Magic

WASHINGTON:  Austin Rivers #1 of the Washington Wizards shoots the ball against the Houston Rockets on Monday at Capital One Arena in Washington, DC. — AFP

WASHINGTON: John Wall had 36 points and 11 assists,
Bradley Beal added 32 points, and the Washington
Wizards rallied from an early 17-point deficit to defeat
the visiting Houston Rockets 135-131 in overtime
Monday. The Wizards overcame a season-high 54
points from Rockets guard James Harden. Washington
started the overtime with an 8-1 run capped when Otto
Porter Jr. picked up a steal and fed Beal for a dunk with
1:50 left, and the Rockets got no closer than within
three points the rest of the way. Harden missed three
consecutive shots and turned the ball over twice in the
final minutes of regulation but fed Clint Capela for an
alley-oop that tied it, 125-125, with 9.8 seconds left.
Wall had the ball knocked away on a jumper attempt
with 1.2 seconds left, and he then blocked Eric Gordon’s
jumper at the buzzer.

WARRIORS 116, MAGIC 110
Kevin Durant scored eight of his 49 points in the

final 1:19, rallying Golden State to a victory over
Orlando in Oakland, Calif. Durant connected on 16 of
his 33 shots, four of his 10 3-point attempts and all 13 of
his free throws en route to the fifth-highest scoring
game of his career. The total of 49 points was his high
since he poured in 51 for Oklahoma City at Toronto in
March 2014. The Warriors trailed by as many as 18
points before chipping away in the third and fourth
quarters, finally taking a 102-100 lead on a 3-pointer
by Klay Thompson with 5:26 to go. After Orlando gath-
ered itself to go back up by three, another 3-pointer by
Thompson drew the Warriors even at 107-all with 1:45
left before Durant took over.

HORNETS 110, BUCKS 107
Kemba Walker and Jeremy Lamb scored 21 points

each, and host Charlotte held on for perhaps its most
impressive win of the season by defeating Milwaukee.
The Hornets trailed by 14 midway through the first
quarter, but they dominated the second quarter, led by
13 at halftime, and then pushed the margin to as many
as 25 points in the second half. The Bucks got within a
point in the final minute and trailed by three with the

ball with 7.1 seconds remaining, but Eric Bledsoe
missed the potential tying 3-pointer at the buzzer. The
Hornets snapped a two-game losing streak and got
some revenge after losing 113-112 to the Bucks on
opening night, Oct. 17, in Charlotte. The Hornets have
not lost more than two straight this season. The Bucks
have lost two of their past three.

SPURS 108, BULLS 107
DeMar DeRozan scored 21 points and LaMarcus

Aldridge added 20 — including five in a key late-game

stretch-as visiting San Antonio came back to beat
short-handed Chicago. The Bulls led 101-98 with 5:58
to play before the Spurs leapfrogged to the front via
a 10-0 run, with Aldridge accounting for half the
points. Chicago pulled within 108-107 on back-to-
back 3-pointers by Ryan Arcidiacono, but Zach
LaVine (28 points) missed a 3-pointer with four sec-
onds to play. After a foul and a steal in a last-gasp
scramble, Arcidiacono (22 points) had a chance to win
the game with a shot at the buzzer, but it was off the
rim short.

PACERS 121, JAZZ 88
Doug McDermott scored a season-high 21 points

off the bench while Myles Turner added 16 points in
his first game back from an ankle injury to lift Indiana
to a victory over Utah in Salt Lake City. Bojan
Bogdanovic chipped in 15 points and Tyreke Evans
added 14 for Indiana, which had seven players score in
double figures. Derrick Favors scored 13 points and
Rudy Gobert added 12 to lead Utah. The Jazz, who
allowed Indiana to shoot 58.3 percent from the field,
lost for the sixth time in eight games. Both teams
played without their leading scorers. Utah’s Donovan
Mitchell sat out a second straight game due to a rib
contusion. Indiana’s Victor Oladipo was sidelined with
a right sore knee for a fourth consecutive game.

CELTICS 124, PELICANS 107
Kyrie Irving had 26 points and 10 assists as Boston

won at New Orleans in a matchup of struggling teams. Al
Horford and Jayson Tatum added 20 points each, Marcus
Morris had 19 points and 11 rebounds and Terry Rozier
came off the bench to score 14 for the Celtics, who won
for the second time in three games, but that followed a
three-game losing streak. Anthony Davis, returning from a
one-game absence caused by a hip injury, had 27 points
and 16 rebounds to lead New Orleans. The Pelicans lost
their fourth straight, but it was just their second loss in 10
home games. Nikola Mirotic added 25 points.

TIMBERWOLVES 102, CAVALIERS 95
Karl-Anthony Towns scored 21 points and grabbed

10 rebounds to lead Minnesota to a win at Cleveland.
Robert Covington scored 24 points on 8-of-12 shooting
from the field, including 4-of-7 accuracy from 3-point
range. Derrick Rose came off the bench and continued
to shoot well, hitting 6 of 13 and finishing with 12 points
and four assists for Minnesota, which is 6-2 since trad-
ing away All-Star guard Jimmy Butler. Kyle Korver led
the Cavaliers with 22 points off the bench. Rodney
Hood added 20 points for Cleveland, and Tristan
Thompson recorded his fourth straight double-double
with 16 points and 11 rebounds. — Reuters

WASHINGTON, DC: James Ennis III #8 of the Houston Rockets and Austin Rivers #1 of the Washington Wizards fight
for possession on November 26, 2018 at Capital One Arena in Washington, DC.  — AFP
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