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In this file photo taken on September 25, 2003 Italian film
director Bernardo Bertolucci waves before the screening of
his film ‘The Dreamers’, at the 51st San Sebastian
International Film Festival. — AFP photos

In this file photo taken on March 05, 1972 US actor Marlon
Brando is directed in Paris during the filming of “Last tango
in Paris” by Italian writer-director Bernardo Bertolucci (right). 

In this file photo taken on November 13, 1984 Italian film direc-
tor Michelangelo Antonioni (right) talks with fello Italian direc-
tor Bernardo Bertolucci during a press conference in Paris.

In this file photo taken on May 07, 1987 Italian film director Bernardo Bertolucci (center)
receives from actors Anouk Aimee (left) and Robert de Niro a Special Award for his film ‘The
last Emperor’ during the Cannes International Film Festival.

In this file photo taken on November 15, 2008 Italian movie director Bernardo Bertolucci poses
with his honorary award during the opening dinner of the Estoril Film Festival in Estoril, out-
skirts of Lisbon.

In this file photo taken on November 19, 2013 Italian director Bernardo Bertolucci celebrates
his Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Hollywood, California.

Russia rules to
free rapper
jailed for
street show
ARussian court yesterday granted early release to a

popular Russian rapper jailed for 12 days for per-
forming in the street, his lawyer said. The sentencing

of the rapper Dmitry Kuznetsov, known as Husky, came as
Russia’s hip-hop stars complain of increasing censorship and
cancellations of concerts under pressure from authorities.
Husky was jailed last Thursday after rapping to a crowd of
young people from the roof of a car in the southern Russian
city of Krasnodar.

He gave the performance after the venue where he was
due to perform cancelled the concert at the last minute

under pressure from officials. The 25-year-old rapper was
found guilty of petty hooliganism. In a surprise legal deci-
sion, a district court in Krasnodar ruled to free him early, his
lawyer Alexei Avanesyan wrote on Facebook. “The court just
upheld an application by Husky’s defense lawyers and can-
celled his 12-day jail term,” Avanesyan said. “We are going
to the detention center to meet Dmitry,” the lawyer added.

He posted a court document saying the decision was
motivated by “exceptional personal circumstances.” Defense
lawyers had argued that Husky is currently on tour and a fine
would have been sufficient, the lawyer said. The ruling did
not cancel the guilty verdict against Husky but softened the
punishment, Avanesyan told RIA Novosti state news agency.

Three of Russia’s top rap stars  — Oxxxymiron, Basta
and Noize MC-are set to give a concert in support of
Husky at a Moscow club today, with all the profits going to
Husky. The club said that the concert was going ahead
despite his release. Opposition politician Alexei Navalny
wrote on Twitter that the authorities freed Husky early
because they were taken aback by the strong negative
reaction to his case, including from fellow rappers. “The
Kremlin did not expect such a united outraged reaction
over the arrest of the rapper... therefore they urgently freed
Husky,” he wrote. — AFP

Faisal Al-Ayyar, Chairman of OSN (Panther Media
Group Ltd), announced yesterday that Patrick
Tillieux has been appointed as Chief Executive

Officer, effective immediately. Tillieux has been on
OSN’s Board for two years and is the chairman of the
executive committee of the Board. The Board is
delighted that he has accepted to increase his involve-
ment with OSN and shares the Board’s vision for the
Company as the premier source of world class enter-
tainment in the Middle East and North Africa region. 

Tillieux has built and reshaped major pay TV oper-
ations in Europe over a long and successful career
spanning all areas of OSN’s business, as well as cable
and telecoms. His knowledge of the region, where he
first worked in 1981, and his belief in OSN’s unique
qualities and in the strengths of OSN’s teams will
allow him to drive OSN to new heights. 

Tillieux said: “I am honored to have been selected
as OSN’s new CEO. As member of the Board it has
been a privilege to witness firsthand the quality of

OSN’s people and assets; I now look forward to steer-
ing OSN’s energy towards renewed growth and ever
improved engagement with customers. I believe that
OSN is uniquely positioned in the region to offer high
quality innovative services that will make a real contri-
bution to fulfilling customers’ desires.” 

Tillieux succeeds Martin Stewart, who is leaving
the Company to pursue another opportunity outside
of the region. Faisal Al-Ayyar said: “The Board wishes
to acknowledge Stewart’s efforts and achievements in
strengthening operational efficiency and adding value
to customers. Under his leadership OSN has signifi-
cantly improved its operations and imbedded a cus-
tomer first approach. He has also enhanced the
Company’s digital and technology capabilities to bet-
ter serve customers. The Board thanks him for his
contribution and wishes him the very best in all future
endeavors.”

OSN appoints Patrick Tillieux as CEO

Italian film director Bernardo Bertolucci, whose films
include “Last Tango In Paris” and “1900”, died yester-
day aged 77. Considered one of the giants of world

cinema, Bertolucci was the only Italian ever to win the
Oscar for best film, snapping up the award in 1988 for
“The Last Emperor.” He had gained notoriety for his 1972
erotic drama “Last Tango In Paris” starring Marlon Brando
and Maria Schneider, which featured a controversial scene
involving butter.

The filmmaker died at his home in Rome early yester-
day, his press office Punto e Virgola said in an email. He
had been wheelchair-bound for several years because of
back problems.

Nine Oscars for one film 
Bertolucci’s biographical masterpiece about the last

Chinese emperor won a total of nine Oscars, all of those
for which it was nominated. He won an honorary Palme
d’Or for his life’s work at the 2011 Cannes Film Festival.
Former festival president Gilles Jacob said he was sad-
dened by the death of “the last emperor of Italian cinema,
the lord of all epics and all escapades.” “The party is over:
it takes two to tango,” Jacob told AFP. Born in Parma,
northeastern Italy, on March 16, 1941, Bertolucci made
films that were often highly politicized, dealing with work-
ers’ struggles in “1900” or the fate of left-wingers in fas-
cist Italy in “The Conformist”.

A member of the Italian Communist party, he made the
epic “1900” about the class struggle between Italian peas-
ants and aristocrats spanning almost a century and star-
ring Robert De Niro, Burt Lancaster and Gerard
Depardieu. A tearful Stefania Sandrelli, who starred in
“The Conformist” and “1900”, said “My last emperor has
gone.” Bertolucci’s father, a poet, history lecturer and cin-
ema critic, gave him his first 16mm camera aged 15.

Bertolucci studied literature before turning to film,
working as assistant director for Pier Paolo Pasolini on
“Accattone” in 1961. He co-wrote the 1968 spaghetti
Western classic “Once Upon a Time in the West” along
with Dario Argento and director Sergio Leone.

Sex controversy 
Bertolucci frequently courted controversy, not just with

his films. This year he said that director Ridley Scott
should be “ashamed” for replacing Kevin Spacey in a film
after the actor was accused of sexual assaults against mul-
tiple men. Bertolucci also helped organize a petition
against the extradition of Roman Polanski to face rape
charges in the United States in 2009. He said however that
he supported the #MeToo movement, which he praised
for “bringing awareness to violence against women around
the world”.

Butter 
In “Last Tango in Paris,” Bertolucci acknowledged

Schneider was not aware that Brando’s character would
use butter as a lubricant during one notorious scene with
Schneider, who was 19 at the time. “The only new thing
was the idea of the butter. It was this, I learned many years
later, that upset Maria, and not the violence that was in the
scene and was envisaged in the script of the film. “It is
both consoling and distressing that anyone could be so
naive to believe that what happens on the cinema screen
actually takes place,” he said of viewers.

Schneider, who suffered drug addiction and depression
before her death in 2011, said four years earlier she had
felt “a little raped” during the scene and was angry about
it for years afterwards. When asked in 2013 how he would
like to be remembered, Bertolucci told AFP: “I don’t care.”
“I think my movies are there, people can see them,” he

said at a presentation of a 3D version of “The Last
Emperor” to mark the 25th anniversary of its international
release.

“And sometimes I laugh, thinking I will be remembered
more as a talent scout of young girls than as a film direc-
tor,” he said. Apart from Schneider, the list of stars he dis-
covered includes Liv Tyler in 1996’s “Stealing Beauty” and
Eva Green, who made her screen debut in “The Dreamers”
in 2003. Director Roberto Benigni hailed a “fraternal, lov-
ing, intelligent, genial, unpredictable, rigorous and
implacable friend, always telling us the truth, his cinema is
one of the wonders of the 20th century.”— AFP

‘Last Tango In Paris’ director Bertolucci dies

A picture taken on November 13, 1984 at the French Culture Ministry in Paris shows Italien
director Bernardo Bertolucci (second right) flanked by Italian director Michelangelo Antonioni
(right), French Culture minister Jack Lang (left) and German director Volker Schlondorff, arriv-
ing at an European filmmakers meeting.

In this file photo taken on May 25, 1981 Italian film director Bernardo Bertolucci (second right) poses with the cast of his film “La tragedia di un uomo ridiculo”
( left to right), Victor Cavallo, Ricardo Tognazi, Anouk Aimee, Laura Morante, and Ugo Tognazzi during the Cannes International Film Festival.

In this file photo taken on September 08, 2007 Italian director
Bernardo Bertolucci receives a special award during the
closing ceremony of the 64th Venice International Film
Festival at Venice Lido.


