
Hong Kong rattled 
as 5.7 earthquake 
hits off Taiwan
TAIPEI: A 5.7-magnitude earthquake struck off the
western coast of Taiwan yesterday, the US Geological
Survey said, and was felt hundreds of kilometers away
in Hong Kong. The quake hit around 100 kilometers off
the island of Penghu in the Taiwan Strait yesterday
morning, at a depth of 13 kilometers.

There were no immediate reports of casualties or
damage from the quake, which the USGS had initially
reported at 5.6-magnitude. Residents in the city of
Magong on Penghu island ran outside screaming
“earthquake” after the tremor hit, Taiwan media
reported. Hong Kong residents reported feeling the
quake, and some took to social media to discuss the
rare event. “I did (feel it)! I thought I was dizzy, I saw
the clothes that were hung up swaying around,” wrote
one Facebook user in a discussion group for Hong
Kong’s Tai Po district.

The Hong Kong Observatory said it had received
nearly 1,000 reports of the quake being felt, with a
duration of a few seconds.  “Initial estimate gave a
local intensity of IV (four) on the Modified Mercalli
Intensity Scale, that is hanging objects swing.
Windows, dishes, doors rattle,” it said in a statement.
Taiwan lies near the junction of two tectonic plates
and is regularly hit by earthquakes. In February, its
eastern Hualien city was hit by a 6.4-magnitude
earthquake which killed 17 people. The island’s worst
such disaster in recent decades was a 7.6-magnitude
quake in September 1999 that killed around 2,400
people. —AFP
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China bars US 
citizens from 
leaving 
BEIJING: China yesterday said that it  has
barred three reported US citizens-a woman and
her two grown children-from leaving the coun-
try because they are suspected of “economic
crimes”. According to the New York Times,
Chinese-born mother Sandra Han and her chil-
dren, Cynthia and Victor Liu, were prevented
from leaving the country after they arrived in
June. The children say police are preventing
them from returning home to compel their
father, a former executive at a Chinese state-
owned bank, to return to China to face criminal
charges, according to the Times. Their mother is
allegedly being held in a secret site known as a
“black jail”, the Times reported. 

The siblings told American officials and fami-
ly associates that they were prevented from fly-
ing home despite not having been charged with
a crime, the newspaper said. China’s foreign
ministry yesterday defended the decision. “As
we understand it from the relevant authorities,
these people you have mentioned all have legal
and valid identity documents as Chinese citi-
zens,” Chinese foreign ministry spokesman
Geng Shuang told a regular press briefing.

“They are suspected of having committed eco-
nomic crimes and have been restricted from
leaving China by Chinese police.” 

Chinese law does not recognize dual citizen-
ship. While China is known to bar naturalized
foreign citizens who are former Chinese nation-
als from leaving, it is rare that one of those
being held was born in the United States. The
US State Department issued a travel advisory in
January, warning its citizens about the use of
“exit bans” to compel American nationals to
resolve disputes or compel family members or
colleagues to cooperate with Chinese authori-
ties. US-born Victor, 19, was set to start his sec-
ond year at Georgetown University while his
sister, Cynthia, 27, was heading back to work
with consulting firm McKinsey & Company,
according to the Times.

They have unsuccessfully tried to leave three
times and have been moving between cities and
living with an uncle, the paper reported. The sib-
lings claim they are innocent and are being used
to pressure their father, Liu Changming, a want-
ed man in China. A former executive at the Bank
of Communications, Liu is accused of helping to
carry out one of the country’s biggest bank
frauds, in which $1.4 billion in illegal loans were
issued to property developers.  He fled China in
2007 and his children say he is estranged from
the family, cutting off ties in 2012. The US
embassy in Beijing did not immediately respond
to a request for comment. —AFP

Northwest China 
hit by sandstorm 
BEIJING: A northwest Chinese city was engulfed by a
massive sandstorm that sparked rural fires, forced
traffic to slow down and prompted residents to cover
their faces, according to state media. Video from state
broadcaster CCTV showed a grey wall of sand hitting
Zhangye City in Gansu province on Sunday, casting a
yellow fog across the city.  Images from official news
agency Xinhua showed residents covering their faces
in scarves as they went about their daily lives.
Visibility went below 100 metres (328 feet) in parts of
the city and police were deployed to ensure safety
along the expressways, CCTV said. Vehicles were
made to slow down and police in high visibility vests
were seen directing traffic. Winds also sparked fires in
rural areas when heating kindle was blown onto
haystacks. Authorities in the city also put out an advi-
sory warning of dry weather and a risk of fire, telling
residents to “take precautions”. 

Such storms regularly occur in the dry season,
when winds blow loose, dry soil and sand into urban
areas from the Gobi desert, coating cities in a layer of
yellow grime. While the northwest faced a sandstorm,
Beijing was yesterday shrouded in a thick smog that
prompted many to wear protective face masks. Levels
of small particulate matter, known as PM 2.5, hovered
around 360 in the afternoon, according to air quality
monitoring website aqicn.org, or nearly 15 times the
World Health Organization’s recommended daily max-
imum exposure. —AFP

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has
urged Pakistan to take action against those responsible for the
2008 Mumbai attacks as Washington offered a new reward of
$5 million for helping secure their capture. The announcement
came on the eve of the tenth anniversary of the assault, which
left 166 people dead and hundreds injured after Islamist mili-
tants from Pakistan unleashed a wave of violence across India’s
financial capital lasting three days. “It is an affront to the families
of the victims that, after ten years, those who planned the
Mumbai attack have still not been convicted for their involve-
ment,” Pompeo said in a statement. 

“We call upon all countries, particularly Pakistan, to uphold
their UN Security Council obligations to implement sanctions
against the terrorists responsible for this atrocity, including
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba and its affiliates.”  “We stand with the families
and friends of the victims, whose loved ones were lost in this act
of barbarism, including six American citizens,” he added. The
Department of State’s Rewards for Justice (RFJ) Program mean-
while said it was offering up to $5 million “for information leading
to the arrest or conviction in any country of any individual who
committed, conspired to commit, or aided or abetted” the execu-
tion of the attack. It is the third such reward offered by the US
after the State Department announced bounties of $10 million for
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT) founder Hafiz Mohammad Saeed and
$2 million for Hafiz Abdul Rahman Makki, another senior leader of
the group. Saeed, who is also designated a terrorist by the United
Nations, has denied involvement in terrorism and the Mumbai
attacks. A party linked to the charitable wing of the LeT contest-
ed Pakistan’s national elections in July, failing to win any seats but
winning more than 435,000 national and regional votes.

Solemn tributes 
India marked the 10th anniversary of the Mumbai terror

attacks yesterday with ceremonies at sites across the city that
became battlegrounds in the wave of violence that killed scores
and dealt a critical blow to relations with neighboring Pakistan.
Armed with AK-47 assault rifles and hand grenades, 10 Islamic

militants killed 166 people and injured hundreds more in a
three-day rampage through India’s financial capital which start-
ed on Wednesday November 26, 2008.

A decade on, the United States offered a new $5 million
reward for the capture of the remaining attackers and called on
Islamabad to cooperate with the hunt for the planners of the
assault. The attackers belonged to Pakistan-based militant
group Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT). At a solemn ceremony Mumbai’s
police remembered more than a dozen officers and comman-
dos killed in the operation against the militants. Relatives of the
victims and local dignitaries laid wreaths and sprinkled rose
petals at a police memorial honoring the dead while the force’s
brass band played the “Last Post”. “A grateful nation bows to
our brave police and security forces who valiantly fought the
terrorists during the Mumbai attacks,” said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who called the attacks “gruesome”. Played out
on TV news channels around the world, the bloody events-
widely known as 26/11 - have been compared in India to New
York’s suffering on September 11, 2001. The co-ordinated
attacks on the city of nearly 20 million people hit luxury hotels,
the main railway station, a restaurant popular with tourists and
a Jewish centre.

Wanted leader
Residents and railway officials also paid their respects at

Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus train station where Mohammed
Kasab, the only gunman caught alive, and another attacker
killed almost 60 people and wounded at least 100 others. The
Taj Mahal Palace and Tower Hotel held a private service to
remember the 31 people who died there. Over 60 hours, four
attackers shot dead guests and hotel staff, detonated explosives
and set ablaze parts of the building-including its famous dome. 

Dramatic scenes of Indian commandos battling the heavily
armed gunmen, and guests tried to escape from windows down
bedsheet ropes were beamed around the world on live televi-
sion. Indian security forces only retook control of the hotel on
the morning of November 29. More than 30 people also died at

the Oberoi and Trident hotels in a 42-hour siege involving
shootings, explosions and hostage-taking.

Six hostages-including a rabbi and his pregnant wife-were
killed at Nariman House, a Jewish cultural and religious centre.
The current rabbi, Israel Kozlovsky, unveiled a new memorial
listing the names of all those who died in the 26/11 attacks.

“Those who gave their life for the country, those who gave their
life for us, they deserve to be remembered and they deserve to
get their honor and tribute,” he said. Kasab, the gunman caught
at the railway station, was executed by India in 2012 after being
found guilty of charges including murder and waging war
against India.  —Agencies 

Attacks anniversary draws solemn tributes, pressure on Pakistan
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reward for Mumbai attackers

MUMBAI: Divya Salaskar, daughter of slain Indian policeman Vijay Salaskar, pays respects at the
Police Memorial, during an event to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the 2008 Mumbai
militant attacks. —AFP


