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News in brief

22 Afghan police killed 

HERAT: At least 22 police officers were killed in a Taleban
ambush in western Afghanistan, a health official said yes-
terday, in another blow to Afghan forces already suffering
record casualties. The attack on the police convoy in Farah
province follows a wave of violence across Afghanistan in
recent weeks, including a suicide bombing inside an army
base mosque on Friday, and intensifying efforts to convince
the Taleban to end the 17-year war. At least two police offi-
cers were wounded in Sunday’s ambush, said Shir Ahmad
Weda, director of the public hospital in the provincial capi-
tal. The Taleban claimed responsibility for the attack in a
WhatsApp message, saying 25 police were killed and four
wounded. “Four vehicles were destroyed and a large quan-
tity of weapons were seized,” Qari Yousuf Ahmadi, a
spokesman for the militants, added. —AFP 

Man shoots wife, brother 

JOHANNESBURG: A man opened fire inside a divorce
court yesterday, killing his estranged wife and her brother
in South Africa’s southeastern port city of Durban, police
said. The incident occurred on the eighth floor of the
regional magistrate court building, where the divorce court
was hearing the case between the couple, local media
reported. “At around 11 am... the suspect shot at the wife
and her brother and both died at the scene,” police spokes-
woman Colonel Thembeka Mbele said, noting that the
hearing had been about to resume after a tea break. The
suspect turned the gun on himself but survived. “He also
tried to commit suicide and has been taken to hospital
where he is in a critical condition,” she said. A local
reporter said that the two victims had been in the court-
room’s public gallery. —AFP

Qatar expects fighter jets 

DOHA: Qatar expects six F-15 war planes will be delivered
to its air force by March 2021, a military official said yes-
terday, the first batch of 36 it agreed to buy from the
United States last year in a deal worth $12 billion. Brigadier
General Issa Al-Mahannadi told reporters at the Al Udeid
air base in Qatar a further six are expected to be delivered
three months after the initial batch is received and four
more are expected every three months thereafter. Qatar
signed agreements to buy war planes from the United
States as well as Europe last year after a political dispute
broke out between it and neighbors Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Egypt, and Bahrain. “This is not a
purchase, it is a strategic partnership with the US,”
Mahannadi said.  —AFP 

Islamist militants kill 15 

MOGADISHU: At least 15 people were killed and ten oth-
ers wounded in the central Somali town of Galkayo yester-
day when Shabaab militants attacked a Sufi religious cen-
tre, officials said. The attack on the residential compound
and shrine, home to a controversial Sufi cleric and his fol-
lowers, took place early yesterday while residents were still
asleep. “The attackers used a vehicle loaded with explo-
sives to make their way into the compound before shooting
indiscriminately at people inside,” said Abdirahman
Mohamed, a security officer, adding that 15 people had
been killed and 10 wounded. “The targeted cleric was
killed in the attack together with some of his followers,”
Mohamed said. —AFP

TIJUANA: Hundreds of Central American migrants who
tried to force through a Mexican police blockade into the
United States retreated to a nearby camp yesterday after
US border agents pushed them back with tear gas and
rubber bullets. The group of around 500, part of a cara-
van of around 5,000 mainly Hondurans who have been
trekking towards the US for weeks, scrambled over a
rusted metal fence and raced into a concrete riverbed
towards San Diego on Sunday.

They were stopped by a chain-link fence topped
with barbed wire and repelled by US Border Patrol
agents throwing tear gas shells and firing rubber bullets,
an AFP journalist on the scene saw. Chief Patrol Agent
Rodney Scott, of the San Diego Sector Border Patrol,
told CNN “numerous” migrants-mainly men-had made
it across, however, and 42 of
them were arrested.

The incident was latest flash
point in a weeks-long crisis
that Donald Trump used to
drum up support in this
month’s midterm elections and
the president hit out again yes-
terday by threatening a per-
manent shutdown of the fron-
tier. Most of the migrants
stumbled back into camp in the
northwestern Mexican city of
Tijuana, dirty, scared and with ripped clothes. “We’re
here with broken hearts and hopes,” said Andy Colon, a
20-year-old woman who traveled from Honduras with her
sister and two children. “We were deluded into believing
that we had already reached the United States, and that
they would grant us asylum,” Colon said.

The San Ysidro border post across from Tijuana-the
busiest crossing on the US-Mexico border-was closed to
traffic and pedestrians for several hours following the
incident. Trump, who for weeks has been condemning the
migrant caravan, took to Twitter to lash out once more
yesterday. “Mexico should move the flag waving
migrants, many of whom are stone cold criminals, back to
their countries,” he wrote. “Do it by plane, do it by bus,
do it anyway you want, but they are NOT coming into the
USA. We will close the border permanently if need be.

Congress, fund the WALL!” Trump said, referring to his
central election pledge to build a wall across the US-
Mexico border.

Mexico threatens deportations
Many of the migrants say they are fleeing violence and

poverty in Honduras in search of asylum north of the bor-
der. Mexican police in Tijuana arrested 98 mostly
Hondurans who tried to cross over on Sunday, and a local
police commander said “zero tolerance” would be
applied. Mexican Interior Minister Alfonso Navarrete
accused some of attempting to cross from Tijuana in a
“violent way,” and said they would be deported. “Far from
helping the caravan, they are hurting it,” he told the
Milenio television network. Video clips posted on Twitter

showed crowds of people
dashing across a shallow con-
crete riverbed toward the
United States. The sudden rush
overwhelmed the outnumbered
Mexican police, who were
deployed with full riot gear. US
Homeland Security Secretary
Kirstjen Nielsen accused the
migrants of seeking to harm US
border patrol personnel “by
throwing projectiles at them.” 

‘Are we in the US yet?’
Around 1,000 migrants, including women and young

children, had been holding a peaceful midday demonstra-
tion in Tijuana when half of the group bolted toward the
border. Several hundred made it over the first barrier and
cascaded into the riverbed. “Are we in the United States
yet?” some asked in desperate tones. But when they
neared the second fence US border agents fired tear gas
and rubber bullets at them as helicopters buzzed over-
head, an AFP journalist saw.

The migrants covered their faces to protect them-
selves from the acrid gas. Mothers clutched their young
children and fled back to Mexico for safety. “We were
told that if we crossed (the first barrier) they would give
us asylum, because we were already in the United
States,” said Flor Jimenez, a 32-year-old Honduran

woman. “But now it seems that they want to kill us, and
we got very scared,” said Jimenez. She managed to reach
the second border fence with her husband, her sister and
her young daughter. But amid the clouds of gas, the
crowd, including Jimenez and her relatives, turned back
to Tijuana.

Asylum demands
In a statement, the Honduran government “con-

demned” the use of rubber bullets and reiterated a
request for United Nations assistance for migrants
stranded on Mexico’s northern border. Trump has
deployed nearly 6,000 troops, on top of more than 2,000
National Guardsmen sent earlier, but Scott said the

Department of Defense is only providing logistical sup-
port and was not involved in Sunday’s engagement.

Approximately 5,000 migrants have reached Tijuana
over the past week, after a trip of up to 2,500 miles
(4,000 kilometers) covered in just over a month. To enter
the US legally, migrants must apply for asylum, but the
wait for those requests to be processed can last up to a
year. The Washington Post reported Saturday that the
Trump administration had gained the support of Mexico’s
incoming government for a plan to require asylum seek-
ers to wait in Mexico for their applications to be
processed. But officials in the incoming administration of
President-elect Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador later said
the agreement was not yet final. —AFP

US shuts border post as migrants try to cross

Migrants retreat after failed bid to 
force through US-Mexican border

TIJUANA: A group of Central American migrants -mostly from Honduras- cross the almost dry riverbed
of the Tijuana River in an attempt to get to El Chaparral port of entry, in Tijuana, Baja California State,
Mexico, near US-Mexico border.  —AFP

Heavy snow 
hammers US
Midwest 
CHICAGO: Commuters in Chicago and
across the Midwest faced inches of heavy,
wet snow as they headed back to work
yesterday after the long Thanksgiving holi-
day weekend, with the storm knocking out
power, icing roads and canceling some
flights. The National Weather Service end-
ed blizzard warnings yesterday in north-
east Missouri through the Chicago metro-
politan area and northeast into Michigan,
but noted strong winds of up to 45 miles
per hour would continue to blow around
drifts of the snow accumulated overnight.

“Snow will continue to taper off to
flurries and then end this morning,” the
service’s Chicago office said in a state-
ment, warning drivers to take extra cau-
tion on slippery roads in low visibility.

“The drive into work was NASTY,” Diane
Pathieu, an ABC7 Chicago news anchor,
wrote on Twitter of her pre-dawn com-
mute. “Roads barely plowed, wind blow-
ing snow everywhere. Proceed with cau-
tion!” North of Chicago, the city of
Evanston’s police department said in a
statement its power had been knocked
out by the storm, although it was still able
to receive 911 calls.

Dozens of school districts in Illinois,
Missouri, Iowa and Kansas canceled
classes due to the weather. Chicago pub-
lic schools were expected to open. The
storm canceled 1,270 flights on Sunday, a
busy day for travelers trying to get home
after the Thanksgiving weekend. That
included about 900 flights to and from
Chicago O’Hare International Airport and
Chicago Midway Airport and almost 200
flights at Kansas City International
Airport. Yesterday morning, about 500
flights to and from O’Hare had been can-
celed, about 17 percent of all scheduled
flights, according to the FlightAware flight
tracking service. —Reuters

CHICAGO: A resident in Humboldt Park digs out after an early winter snowstorm
dumped several inches of snow on the neighborhood yesterday in Chicago,
Illinois.  —AFP

Apartment 
fire kills six in
Switzerland 
SOLOTHURN: Six people, including chil-
dren, died when a fire broke out overnight
in an apartment building in the northwest-
ern Swiss town of Solothurn, police said
yesterday, with neighbors indicating the
building housed asylum seekers. “There
were more than 20 people in the building.
Most were evacuated by the fire brigade,
but for six people, including children, the
help came too late,” Solothurn police said
in a statement. “They died on the spot.” A
police spokeswoman told AFP that the fire
in the building, in the centre of town, had
been extinguished, and that a number of
those evacuated remained in hospital. She
would not say how many children were
among the dead or injured, or provide
more information about the identity of
those affected.

But neighbors were quoted by several
media outlets suggesting that asylum seek-
ers were living in the building. A local cafe
owner told AFP he believed they were

mainly Eritreans. An AFP photographer
said the building was intact but from the
outside all of the apartments looked black-
ened by smoke and fire. Police said it
remained unclear what sparked the blaze.
“A resident noticed smoke at 2:10 am (0110
GMT) in the stairwell and sounded the
alarm,” the police statement said, adding
that dozens of firefighters, along with
police, ambulances and other rescue serv-
ices were immediately dispatched to the
building.

‘Impossible to escape’ 
Solothurn city councilor Kurt Fluri told

the 20Minutes online news site that he was
deeply saddened by the tragedy. He said the
fire actually appeared to have been quite
small. “It was the smoke that was the prob-
lem. It was impossible to escape from it,” he
said, adding that some people “appear to
have jumped out of the window”. Another
witness, a man who had been evacuated
from a neighboring building, also told
20Minutes he had heard that some people
had jumped to escape the smoke and
flames. “They panicked,” he said.

Another neighbor, 62-year-old Franco
Pedone, told the Blick newspaper’s online
edition that he had been jolted awake. “I
suddenly heard women shouting in the

night. They were screaming like crazy,”
Pedone said. And yet another neighbor
told 20Minutes that he had heard
screams of people stuck in the building
and had seen a child being resuscitated
by emergency workers. “That was the
worst,” he said. According to the initial

findings, the fire originated on one of the
lower floors, allowing smoke to spread
through the building. The neighboring
building was also evacuated “as a pre-
caution”, police said, adding that those
residents were able to return home
before morning. —AFP

SOLOTHURN: A forensic police officer inspects the rubbles from a building where
six people, including children, perished when a fire broke out in an apartment
building in the northwestern Swiss town of Solothurn yesterday. —AFP

They are NOT 
coming into 
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May begins Brexit 
hard sell before 
parliament vote
LONDON: Theresa May will convene her cabinet and
update parliament on the newly-agreed Brexit deal yester-
day, as the embattled British prime minister begins the tricky
task of selling the plan to a skeptical country. May returns to
a mutinous parliament after sealing the agreement with
European Union leaders at a summit in Brussels, where both

sides insisted the agreement was the best and only option
available. But she faces a big battle to win MPs’ approval
ahead of a vote next month, with lawmakers from all parties,
including Conservative colleagues, opposed. “We can back
this deal, deliver on the vote of the referendum and move on
to building a brighter future... Or this house can choose to
reject this deal and go back to square one.

“It would open the door to more division and more
uncertainty, with all the risks that will entail,” she is to warn
lawmakers, according to advance excerpts released by her
Downing Street Office. European stock markets rallied at
the start of trading yesterday, while the pound was up
slightly against the dollar and flat versus the euro on the
back of the deal. London’s benchmark FTSE 100 index won
1.4 percent to 7,046.73 points compared with the close on

Friday. In the euro-zone, Frankfurt’s DAX 30 index
advanced 1.0 percent to 11,315.90 points and the Paris CAC
40 gained 0.7 percent to 4,982.54.

The agreement sealed Sunday prepares for Britain’s
smooth exit from the EU on March 29, 2019, and sets out a
vision for “as close as possible a partnership” afterwards. It
covers financial matters, citizens’ rights, provisions to keep
open the UK’s land border with Ireland and arrangements
for a 21-month post-Brexit transition phase. The lengthy,
legally enforceable divorce deal is accompanied by a short
political declaration setting out hopes for future ties, includ-
ing security, trade and migration. Until both documents are
approved by the British and European parliaments, all sides
are still planning for the possibility of Britain quitting the EU
with no new arrangements in place. —AFP


