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Minister touts Amir’s humanitarian role;
GCC chief commends Kuwait’s global efforts

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Minister of Justice and Minister of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Fahad Al-Afasi yesterday
acclaimed His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s pioneering role in formulating
Kuwait’s holistic humanitarian system. Addressing an
annual conference on effective partnership and exchange
of information for better humanitarian work, the minister
boasted that Kuwaiti charities are working with interna-
tional partners to support humanitarian work in different
world countries.

He stressed the significance of the gathering to serving
humanity by means of launching an initiative aiming at
feeding a billion hunger people around the globe, and uni-
fying humanitarian efforts against this serious phenome-
non. The event, entitled ‘One Humanity against Hunger,’ is
organized by the International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) under the aegis of His Highness the
Amir.

Kuwait is interested in promoting and supporting
humanitarian issues and defending human dignity as well
as helping the poor and disaster-affected people, he noted.
Kuwait is well-placed on the world map of humanitarian
activities, he said, citing the honoring of His Highness the
Amir as a Humanitarian Leader and Kuwait as a
Humanitarian Center as clear-cut examples.

International Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO)
Chairman Abdullah Al-Maatouq said the conference came
to stress that Kuwait is really the center of humanitarian
work and a destination for societies to highlight the seri-
ous issue of hunger and its destructive humanitarian com-
plications. Hunger is a main risk to man’s humanity and
health in line with relevant UN statistics and indicators for
2018, he said, adding that more than 821 million people are
suffering from hunger across the world.

Kuwait’s achievements
Meanwhile, GCC Secretary-General Abdul-Latif Al-

Zayani appreciated Kuwait’s international humanitarian
achievements, which contributed to an effective partner-
ship between the UN and Kuwaiti charities. Speaking at
the conference, Zayani said Kuwait is exerting great and
distinguished humanitarian efforts, which led to honoring
Kuwait as a humanitarian center and His Highness the Amir
as a Humanitarian Leader. He added that Kuwait’s hosting
of this gathering is deemed an addition to Kuwait’s bright
record of humanitarian initiatives and activities aiming at
unifying anti-famine efforts worldwide. He also pointed out
UN efforts to address this humanitarian issue, mainly a UN
General Assembly resolution in September 2015 designat-
ing the fight against famine as one of the goals of sustain-
able development.

The GCC member states have exerted a lot of sincere
efforts to help poor and needy countries as part of the
fight against famine worldwide, the GCC chief boasted.
They have set up economic and social development funds
in order to offer aid to these countries’ development pro-
grams and plans, mainly regarding health and education,
he noted. For instance, Kuwait hosted three international

conference in collaboration with the UN to answer the
needs of Syrian refugees, especially food and medicine,
Al-Zayani added.

Eliminating hunger
In the meantime, UN Assistant Secretary-General for

Humanitarian Partnerships with the Middle East and
Central Asia Rashid Khalikov said that despite all the glob-
al efforts for eliminating hunger, ensuring food-security
and helping the people in need the question remains: Why
do large numbers of people still in need of assistance or
remain hungry? “I think there are five fatal flaws that are
allowing so many people to remain hungry,” Khalikov said
in his speech to the event, adding that there are too many
affected people because they were out of sight and reach.
“There are some people who are left out of the loop, or
find themselves in crises,” he said. He indicated that the
flaws also included individuals who lack financial
resources, or out of the economic scope. “Also, in my view,
millions on the planet live with hunger and simply cannot
afford to buy enough food,” the official indicated, adding
“they also cannot afford nutritious foods, nor can they
afford the farming supplies they need to grow enough
good food of their own.”

Furthermore, 75 percent of the world’s malnourished
people live in conflict zones. Conflict destroys markets and
livelihoods, drives mass population displacement, and
causes increased risk of acute malnutrition, food insecurity
and leads to more hungry people, he said. “We are seeing
a situation today with unprecedented levels of need and
demands on the humanitarian system: In 2018, some 134
million people need humanitarian assistance and protec-
tion, up from 26 million one decade ago. The rise in costs
is also driven by complex emergencies, fueled by protract-
ed conflict, and marked by high levels of forced displace-
ment, a breakdown in governance structures, basic servic-
es and livelihoods,” he added.

Hunger on the rise
After years of steady decline, global hunger is on the

rise, primarily linked to conflict, according to the research
of World Food Program (WFP) and Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), said Khalikov. “The number of under-
nourished people has increased from 777 million in 2015
to 821 million in 2017 Although humanitarian assistance
has thus far contributed towards preventing large-scale
famines, humanitarian needs remain exceptionally high in
Yemen, Somalia, Nigeria and South Sudan,” he said.

As per the World Disaster reports, 3,751 natural disas-
ters have been recorded over the last ten years and 84.2
percent of them had weather related triggers affecting
livelihood and food security in addition to other areas.
“Therefore, I am glad that this year the theme of ‘One
Humanity Against Hunger’ was chosen for the conference
for the participants to discuss the critical issues related to
hunger and food security and how to step- up assistance
in this area,” he said. “There were around 821 million
undernourished people in 2017 or we can say one in every

nine people is undernourished. Current hunger hotspots
are in the Middle East region.”

Yemen crisis
Humanitarian partners estimate that 8.4 million people,

in Yemen, are severely food insecure and on the verge of
starvation. A figure likely to rise to 14 million-half of the
country-by the end of 2018 if the fighting does not sub-
side, import obstructions are not removed, and the curren-
cy is not stabilized. “ “Therefore, to eliminate hunger, the
values and views of humanity that have served us so well
in the past need to be reconsidered today. We all need to
work better together which also means closing the divide
between humanitarian and development activities. The
United Nations Secretary-General has started the UN
reforms, including the United Nations Development
System,” he said. This aims to ensure effectively tackling
some of the root causes of crises and vulnerabilities, and
to genuinely-mobilize the system more effectively for
those furthest behind. Humanitarians have been seeking
this step for a long time, the UN official added. He went on
saying: “In September 2018, the World Bank and the
United Nations launched the ‘Famine Action Mechanism’
which is a global platform to link early warning, finance,
and implementation arrangements to increase the impact
of international famine mitigation efforts in high-risk coun-
tries. You will hear more about this from a World Bank col-

league in one of the sessions today. I am confident that
more new initiatives and commitments to eliminate hunger
will also stem out of this conference today.”

In the forefront
Meanwhile, the official commended the State of Kuwait

for its humanitarian contributions to lessen hunger in the
world. “Kuwait has always been in the forefront to help
alleviate the suffering of people in need. I would like to
take this opportunity to express gratitude to His Highness
the Amir and the people of Kuwait for the continued gen-
erosity for supporting the initiative, for the much-needed
humanitarian assistance globally.” The State of Kuwait has
provided, since 2014, over US dollars 1.4 billion to support
humanitarian response globally. According to the financial
tracking services the Gulf States have provided, since
2014, over $7.7 billion in humanitarian assistance globally.
The State of Kuwait, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates are the largest contributors to the
2018 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan providing over $
1.25 billion to assist the humanitarian needs of the Yemeni
people, he said. The recent multi-year support of the State
of Qatar to the Central Emergency Response Fund is also
commendable. It will help promote flexible, predictable
and long-term contribution and supports in providing life-
saving assistance to the people who need it the most, the
UN official concluded. — KUNA

Kuwait hosts conference on effective partnership for better humanitarian work

Defense Minister
meets UK
Defense
Senior Adviser
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah met
at Bayan Palace yesterday with the vis-

iting UK Defense Senior Adviser for the
Middle East Lieutenant General Sir
John Lorimer. 

During the meeting, they discussed
several issues of mutual concern, mainly
military related matters, a statement by
Kuwait’s Military of Defense said. Sheikh
Nasser stressed the eagerness of both
sides to enhance the bilateral relation,
pointing out the solid bond between both
nations, the statement added. The meet-
ing was attended by British Ambassador
to Kuwait Michael Davenport, and the
Embassy’s Military Attache Colonel
Finlay Mclean. — KUNA

KUWAIT: (From left) Minister of Justice and Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Fahad Al-Afasi, UN
Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Partnerships with the Middle East and Central Asia Rashid
Khalikov and IICO Chairman Abdullah Al-Maatouq. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Dasman Diabetes
Institute invites
TEDx
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: TEDx, an international commu-
nity that organizes TED-style events, was
invited by the management of Dasman
Diabetes Institute (DDI) to develop educa-
tion, awareness and guidance, in addition
to shedding light on many international
humanitarian initiatives. TEDx organizes a
series of international gatherings that aim
at introducing and spreading outstanding
ideas in the world, sponsored by the
Sapling Foundation in the US, a non-profit
organization whose motto is ‘ideas that
deserve spreading.’ It was established in
1984 and deals with a wide range of sub-
jects in the field of research and practical
practice of science through telling stories
to present ideas.

DDI decided to take a different
approach through its awareness campaign
that was launched at the start of
November, and be the podium from which
voices of Kuwait youth who have inspiring
ideas to change life for the better, trans-
form weakness into strength and make the
world a better place to live in. Several
Kuwaiti youth such as novelist Humoud Al-
Shayji, Hamad Al-Kulaib, Yousuf Al-Rifae,
Lulua Al-Quoud, Khalid Al-Tannan, Zainab
Karashi and Ghanim Al-Otaibi participated
with their stories of hope, inspiration and a
motive to live with pain and transform it
into victory. Shayji said love is known as a

source of power to overcome all obstacles
of life in order to fulfill dreams and live life,
and not only survive. He faced several per-
sonal problems until he learned he had
cancer, which contributed to him writing
and ‘documenting’ the story of loving
everything in a book he named ‘Ishq’ (love).
Here his life as an author began and ful-
filled his dream - it did not occur to him
that he would discover success through it.

Rifae fought a disease of the back mus-
cles since he was a child that prevented
him from practicing any sport, so he lost
the most important part of childhood. His
dream was to be a martial arts champion.
When he was 16, he saw an ad on social
media about climbing mountains which
gave him the opportunity to take the risk,
resist the pain and confront the fear of
practicing sport. He climbed Africa’s Mt
Kilimanjaro (height: 5,800m), then Mount
Prussiu (5,600 m), followed by Mount
Gladimwan (5,800 m) in France, then
Mount Acun Cagawa (6,980 m) in
Argentina, to finally stand on the highest
summit in Australia.

He was the first Kuwaiti to climb these
mountains despite difficulties, illness and
disability. “If you believe in yourself and
have a beating heart and breathing lungs,
nothing will keep you from fulfilling every-
thing,” he said.

Quoud was diagnosed with diabetes at
an early age, and grew up with doctors’
guidance, food instructions and exercise,
together with calculating doses of medi-
cine and paying special attention to physi-
cal activity to resist the pain and reach her
goals without the feeling of being different
from those around her. Her condition did
not prevent her from traveling to continue
her education, and she was successful
despite the health risks she faced.   

Foreign investments
in Kuwait hit $2.9
billion: Minister
ISTANBUL: Kuwaiti Minister of Commerce and
Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan said yesterday that
Kuwait had drawn foreign investments valued at $2.9
billion. Addressing the 9th Bosphorus Summit, held in
Istanbul under the theme ‘Sustaining Peace and
Development for All,’ the minister said three Turkish
companies have got licenses for investment in Kuwait,
and they are now working in the construction field.
These Turkish companies are carrying out huge and
major projects within the framework of Kuwait’s
development plan, including a new terminal at Kuwait
International Airport, he added.

He further noted that Kuwait has set out an all-out
strategy to promote and stimulate economic develop-
ment, to develop human values and to wipe out
obstacles blocking worldwide progress and coopera-
tion. He pointed to his country’s ongoing efforts to
become a commercial and financial hub as part of
Kuwait’s 2035 development drive.

On Kuwait’s humanitarian efforts, the minister
boasted that his country has taken it upon itself to
alleviate people’s sufferings and woes in different
world regions just out of its humanitarian core princi-
ples. In this context, he highly commended His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah’s great humanitarian efforts, which won him
the UN title of the Humanitarian Leader.

The 9th Bosphorus Summit is organized by the
International Cooperation Platform (ICP) under the
auspices of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Within the scope of the summit, several topics will be
discussed, such as trade wars, trade in local curren-
cies, development projects, global peace, and renew-
able energy, by experts, academics, business-people,
and politicians from several countries. — KUNA

KCCI eyes closer
trade cooperation
with Romania
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) said yes-
terday it is willing to enlist all its poten-
tials to promote its trade relations with its
Romanian counterpart. This came in a
statement by KCCI’s Deputy Chairman

Abdelwahab Al-Wazzan following a meet-
ing with a visiting Romanian economic
delegation. He added that a memo of
understanding would be signed by both
sides, citing this as a step towards closer
cooperation between both sides’ cham-
bers of commerce. 

The Romanian delegation commended
the KCCI’s great role in the development
of bilateral economic relations through
its remarkable cooperation and efforts
with its counterpart in Romania. They
added that the Middle East region is a
main target and big market for Romanian
companies. — KUNA

ISTANBUL:  Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled
Al-Roudhan speaks at 9th Bosphorus Summit. — KUNA

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah meets with UK Defense Senior Adviser for the Middle East Lieutenant
General Sir John Lorimer.

KUWAIT: KCCI’s Deputy Chairman Abdelwahab Al-Wazzan speaks during a meeting with
a visiting Romanian economic delegation. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh KUWAIT: Officials attend an event held at Dasman Diabetes Institute.


