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ROME: Cristiano Ronaldo continued his hot form for
Juventus on Saturday as he and Mario Mandzukic
scored both goals in the second consecutive game to
help the Serie A leaders open up a nine-point lead at
the top of the table with a 2-0 win over struggling
SPAL.

Ronaldo slotted home Miralem Pjanic’s free-kick
after 29 minutes in Turin to join Genoa’s Krzysztof
Piatek at the top of the Serie A scoring charts with nine
goals, before Mandzukic sealed the three points on the
hour mark in a simple warm up for tomorrow’s crucial
Champions League visit of Valencia.

The pair also scored both in Juventus’ 2-0 win over
AC Milan before the international break, and Ronaldo’s
strike was his seventh in eight games in all competitions
for his new club, for a total of 10 goals this season.

“Cristiano does things that catch opponents off
guard and that’s exactly what we need,” said coach
Massimiliano Allegri. “Sometimes we play one pass too
many and the moment is lost. “Cristiano moves and
thinks so quickly, he saw Douglas Costa coming out the
corner of his eye and pulled the pass back. We need to
all improve in that sense, being able to think ahead to
the next move.”

SPAL, fighting relegation, were no match for Allegri’s
reigning champions who are nine points ahead of Inter
Milan and Napoli, with Carlo Ancelotti’s side gunning
to close the gap when they play bottom club Chievo.

Bustling Ronaldo, 33, also played a role in Juve’s sec-
ond scored by Mandzukic, who was wearing the cap-
tain’s armband for the first time. Ronaldo latched onto a
long ball and pulled it back for Douglas Costa, whose
shot was cleared into the path of the Croatian, who
gobbled up he opportunity to win the match. “The
opening goal changed the game and I was very angry
that we were slow to react and allowed Ronaldo to go

clear,” said SPAL coach Leonardo Semplici. “It’s the
first time I’ve seen Ronaldo up close and my forwards
should learn from the attitude that a champion like this
puts into every game. “We need to improve on the
details if we want to avoid being put under pressure.”

INTER ‘FEAR NOBODY’ 
Third-placed Inter moved level with Napoli after

Keita Balde scored twice in a comfortable 3-0 win over
second-from-bottom Frosinone ahead of their
Champions League trip to Tottenham on Wednesday.

Senegalese winger Balde stole the show in a rare
start at the San Siro with regulars Mauro Icardi and
Ivan Perisic starting on the bench ahead to of the
Wembley clash with Spurs.

The former Lazio and Monaco player opened the
scoring after 10 minutes, set up Lautaro Martinez to
head in the second shortly before the hour mark and
added the third eight minutes from time.

It got Luciano Spalletti’s side back on track after
their seven-match winning streak ended with a heavy
4-1 defeat at Atalanta last time out.

“Tottenham will not be easy, they are a good team,
but we go to Wembley with our heads held high,” said
Balde. “We must fear nobody.”

Roma suffered a setback ahead of Tuesday’s
Champions League game against holders Real Madrid
at the Stadio Olimpico, falling to a 1-0 defeat at
Udinese.

Eusebio Di Francesco’s side were sluggish against
the hosts, who pulled away from the relegation zone
thanks to Argentine Rodrigo De Paul’s 54th-minute
goal. “We lacked grit and determination,” Di Francesco
said after his side dropped to seventh, 18 points behind
Juve. “We had chances but could not turn them into
goals.” — AFP

Ronaldo, Mandzukic on target 
as Juventus ease past SPAL

Roma suffers setback ahead of tomorrow’s Champions League game

PARIS: Radamel Falcao secured Thierry Henry his
first win as Monaco boss with a free-kick that would
have made his manager proud as Paris Saint-Germain
warmed up for Liverpool’s visit by strengthening their
hold on Ligue 1 with a routine win over Toulouse
without Neymar and Kylian Mbappe.

The Colombian striker struck with a dipping set-
piece nine minutes after the break, and Henry could
be  seen smiling on the touchline as his players cele-
brated Falcao’s winner wildly.

“I’m happy for the team, all the fans, we needed
that, even if it was not a match for the purists,” said
Monaco coach Henry afterwards. “Style is important,
in general, but... we can think about style later.”
Falcao’s fifth league goal of the campaign secured
Monaco’s first win in any competition since the open-
ing day of the league season, a miserable run of form
that has left them second-bottom in Ligue 1 despite
Saturday’s win.

The victory came seven games into Henry’s reign
at Monaco, where a host of injuries has further com-
plicated an already difficult start to his tenure. “This
is only the beginning, there are still a lot of matches
and battles to come. I happy for the team, for the
hard work they put in that for a while was not
rewarded.”

Earlier on Saturday Uruguay striker Edinson
Cavani saved a disjointed performance from runaway
leaders PSG to maintain their 100 percent start to the
season ahead of the crunch Champions League clash
with Liverpool on Wednesday.

Neymar and Mbappe were both injured during
friendlies in the international break, and PSG are
sweating on their recovery for the huge Group C
clash with the Parisians just a point behind the Reds
and Napoli and gunning to qualify from the competi-
tion’s tightest group.

Shorn of their two stars, PSG dominated posses-
sion but struggled to create chances against 15th-
placed Toulouse. However coach Thomas Tuchel said
that he was “optimistic” that the pair could return for
the match at the Parc des Princes.— AFP

Henry gets first 
Monaco win as 
PSG tighten 
grip on Ligue 1

TURIN:  (From L) Juventus’ Croatian forward Mario Mandzukic, Juventus’ Bosnian midfielder Miralem Pjanic, Juventus’
Colombian midfielder Juan Cuadrado, Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo and Juventus’ Italian defender
Leonardo Bonucci acknowledge the public at the end of the Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Spal. — AFP

HONG KONG: Thailand beat Singapore 3-0 yesterday
to advance to next week’s semi-finals of the Asean
Football Federation Championship along with Sven-
Goran Eriksson’s Philippines.

Singapore needed to win against the defending
champions to force their way into the top two in Group
B of the regional championship yet their three-goal
defeat means Thailand finish top of the standings while
the Philippines take second after a 0-0 draw with
Indonesia.

Thailand will face Malaysia in their semi-final, which
will be played over two legs on Dec. 1 and 5, while
Vietnam face off against the Philippines on Dec. 2 and

6. The Thais fielded a weakened side but still took the
lead 12 minutes into the game against the four-times
winners when Irfan Fandi put the ball in his own net.

Eleven minutes later, the back-to-back defending
champions added a second when Supachai Jaided beat
Singapore goalkeeper Hassan Sunny low at his near
post before Adisak Kraisorn claimed his side’s third and
his eighth goal so far in this year’s competition with a
minute remaining.

The win was Thailand’s third in four games in the
2018 edition and means they top the group with 10
points, two ahead of the Philippines with Singapore fin-
ishing on six points to miss out on the last four.

Former England manager Eriksson’s team had the
better of the chances in their clash with already-elimi-
nated Indonesia, with Stefan Schrock and Manny Ott
spurning opportunities to give the Azkals the lead.

In the end, however, the point was enough to take
the Philippines into the semi-finals for the fourth time in
five tournaments as the Azkals seek to progress to the
final of the biennial competition for the first time in their
history. —Reuters

Thailand, Philippines 
advance to
Asean semis

OAKLAND: Klay Thompson capped a 31-point performance
with a put-back of his own miss with 5.8 seconds remaining
Saturday night to give the Golden State Warriors a 117-116
victory over the Sacramento Kings in Oakland, Calif. Kevin
Durant poured in a game-high 44 points, including 17 in the
fourth quarter, to help the Warriors outrace their Northern
California rivals down the stretch en route to their second
home win in two nights. Golden State snapped a four-game
losing streak with a 125-97 triumph over Portland on Friday.
Buddy Hield had a team-high 28 points for the Kings, and
Marvin Bagley III added 20 points and 17 rebounds off the
bench. With the Kings leading 116-115, Durant missed a
jumper with about 20 seconds to go. Andre Iguodala got the
offensive rebound, and Thompson’s 6-foot jumper was
blocked by the Kings’ Willie Cauley-Stein, but Thompson got
the ball back and made the layup.

BUCKS 135, SPURS 129
Giannis Antetokounmpo finished with 34 points, 18

rebounds and eight assists as host Milwaukee rallied past San
Antonio. Milwaukee outscored San Antonio 40-27 in the
fourth quarter for its fourth win in its past five games.
Malcolm Brogdon had 23 points on 10-of-15 shooting, Khris
Middleton chipped in 21 and Eric Bledsoe had 20 points and
10 assists as the Bucks’ starting five combined for 107 points.
DeMar DeRozan scored 34 points for the Spurs, who lost for
the sixth time in their last eight games. Bryn Forbes had 18
points, Davis Bertans scored 17 and LaMarcus Aldridge
added 15.

NUGGETS 105, THUNDER 98
Jamal Murray scored 22 points with eight rebounds and

eight assists while Nikola Jokic and Trey Lyles added 16
points each as Denver got off to a hot start and held off host
Oklahoma City. Juan Hernangomez had 15 points for the
Nuggets, who have won three games in four days, having
won at Minnesota on Wednesday and at home against
Orlando on Friday. Paul George had 24 points with 11
rebounds, and Russell Westbrook finished with a triple-dou-
ble — 16 points, 10 rebounds and 12 assists-as the Thunder
lost for just the second time in their last seven games.

MAVERICKS 113, CELTICS 104
J.J. Barea finished with 20 points, eight assists and a pair

of steals in 26 minutes off the bench as host Dallas won for
the seventh time in nine games, beating Boston. Barea scored
seven points in the definitive opening seven minutes of the
fourth quarter, including a 3-pointer with 5:44 to go putting
Dallas ahead 103-90. The lead grew to 16 moments later, and
struggling Boston was unable to recover. The win got the
Mavericks to .500 for the first time this season, and Boston,
playing without Gordon Hayward due to ankle soreness, fell
back to a .500 record after 20 games. Jayson Tatum led five

Celtics in double figure with 21 points.

CAVALIERS 117, ROCKETS 108
Rookie Collin Sexton scored a career-high 29 points in his

eighth consecutive start, and Tristan Thompson recorded his
third consecutive double-double as host Cleveland defeated
Houston. Sexton, starting for the injured George Hill, shot 14-
for-21 to lead a balanced Cleveland offense. Thompson fin-
ished with 16 points and 20 rebounds. Chris Paul had the
night off for the Rockets. James Harden took over the point
guard position, scoring 40 points with 13 assists.

WIZARDS 124, PELICANS 114
Otto Porter Jr. scored a season-high 29 points, John Wall

added 22 points, seven rebounds and eight assists and host
Washington defeated New Orleans. Austin Rivers scored 18
points off the bench, and Bradley Beal had 18 points and eight
assists for the Wizards, who had lost three of their last four
games. Porter made 12 of 15 field-goal attempts, including 3
of 4 from 3-point range. The Pelicans, playing without leading
scorer Anthony Davis (right hip strain), completed an 0-3
road trip and fell to 2-9 away from home. Julius Randle, start-
ing for Davis, led New Orleans with 29 points, 15 rebounds
and seven assists.— Reuters

Warriors edge Kings 
in final seconds

OAKLAND:  De’Aaron Fox #5 of the Sacramento Kings passes the ball against the Golden State Warriors on Saturday at
ORACLE Arena in Oakland, California. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Burnley FC v Newcastle United FC 23:00

beIN SPORTS 

SPANISH LEAGUE

Real Sociedad v Celta de Vigo 23:00

beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE 

Cagliari Calcio v Torino FC 22:30

beIN SPORTS HD

BUENOS AIRES: Saturday’s “superclasico” Copa
Libertadores final second leg between Argentine arch
rivals River Plate and Boca Juniors was postponed until
Sunday following a “shameful” attack on the Boca team
bus that left players affected by smoke inhalation and
broken glass.

Alejandro Dominguez, the president of competition
organizers Conmebol told FOX television that the two
teams had agreed to the postponement and the game
will now take place at River’s Monumental stadium in
Buenos Aires at 5pm (2000 GMT) on Sunday.

“I want to congratulate both club presidents because

there has been a gentleman’s agreement between them,”
said Dominguez, head of South American football’s gov-
erning body. “In these conditions the game was distort-
ed. One team couldn’t play and the other doesn’t want
to play against a rival that isn’t in the right conditions.”

Conmebol originally delayed the match more than
two hours when Boca players were affected by tear gas
and broken glass after their team bus was pelted with
“pepper spray, sticks and stones” on the way to the sta-
dium. “It’s a very sad day, there are a few misfits at
every club,” said Boca president Daniel Angelici. “This
should shame us as a society and I find it very sad that
we have to reschedule such an important match.”

His River counterpart, Rodolfo D’Onofrio added: “As
an Argentine and as a football leader, I find this shame-
ful.” Despite the bus travelling through the streets of the
upmarket Nunez neighborhood towards River’s ground
under police guard, it came under fire from projectiles
thrown by a group of the home side’s fans.

After the match was postponed, there were scuffles
and several arrests outside the ground between as sup-
porters clashed with police. — AFP

Boca attack forces 
Copa Libertadores 
final postponement


