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Militant attack 
kills 12 in north 
Mozambique
MAPUTO: Twelve people have been killed in a
suspected Islamist militant attack in northern
Mozambique, with thousands of villagers fleeing
into neighboring Tanzania, police sources said
yesterday. Hardline Islamists have launched sev-
eral attacks in the majority -Muslim province
during the last year, stoking unrest just as
Maputo pushes ahead with oil and gas develop-
ment in the region.

Early Friday, “there was an attack in Nangade
district, where there are no security patrols. The
attackers killed 12 people, mostly women and
children,” a police source in Cabo Delgado
province, who asked not to be named said. The
attack took place in the village of Chicuaia Velha,
just a few kilometres (miles) from Tanzania, forc-
ing several thousand people to seek safety cross
the border, police said. A local journalist said the
villagers were hacked to death with machetes or
died after the attackers torched their homes.

“The district of Nangade is far from the sea
where the police have focused their efforts, which
allowed the assailants to enter and attack and
then retreat,” another police source said. “They
use guerrilla tactics and attack several points
simultaneously. It’s hard to control the situation,”
he said. It was the third such incident in the last
month in Cabo Delgado, leaving a total of 20
dead. Analysts say the nascent insurgency staged
its first attack in October 2017 year hitting a
police station and military outpost in the northern
town of Mocimboa da Praia, killing two officers.

‘Strong local dimension’ 
Originally known as Ahlu Sunnah Wa-Jama-

Arabic for “followers of the prophet”-the group
is commonly referred to by locals and officials as
“Al-Shabaab,” although it has no known link to
the Somali jihadist group of the same name. Its
links to other West Africa militant groups such as
Boko Haram in northern Nigeria are also unclear.
“The current insurrection is a small affair, literally
barefoot, with a very strong local dimension,”
said Eric Morier-Genoud, a specialist in
Mozambique at Queen’s University Belfast. It is
believed to have formed in Cabo Delgado in
around 2014 when its leaders called on followers
to adhere to a more extreme form of Islam.

Experts believe the militants-most of whom
are members of the Kimwani ethnic group-are
also motivated by grievances over perceived dis-
crimination in favor of the Makonde people, the
tribe of President Filipe Nyusi. Over the last
year, the insurgency has claimed more than 50
lives in gun, grenade and knife assaults. The
authorities have already prosecuted more than
200 suspects, including some Tanzanians and
Somalis, and shut down several mosques as part
of a crackdown.

The violence has shaken government plans for
Cabo Delgado, a coastal province in the far
north that will be a base for development since
natural gas reserves were discovered. US oil and
gas giant Anadarko earlier this year temporarily
evacuated workers from the area and halted
operations after the US embassy in Maputo
issued an alert warning of imminent attacks. The
government has been using the potential energy
bonanza from estimated reserves of 180 trillion
cubic feet (5.1 trillion cubic metres) of gas off the
northeastern shores to predict strong future
growth for the former Portuguese colony. —AFP

SITTWE, Myanmar: Protesters in Myanmar’s
troubled Rakhine state demonstrated yesterday
against the planned repatriation of Rohingya
Muslims from Bangladesh, referring to them as
“runaway refugees”. About 100 people led by
Buddhists monks marched through the state capi-
tal Sittwe holding red banners and chanting slo-
gans. “There will be no benefits to us or our coun-
try i f  we accept the
Bengalis,” one monk said,
according to a live video
streaming of the protest.

Bengali is a derogatory
term for the Rohingya in
Myanmar that fa lsely
implies they are newcomers
from Bangladesh. The
demonstration comes 10
days after Bangladesh and
Myanmar were supposed
to officially start repatriat-
ing members of the Rohingya minority who had
fled violent military operations in Aug 2017.
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh said Myanmar’s
armed forces raped women, murdered their rela-
tives and burned down their houses in a bid to
drive them permanently out of the country after
decades of persecution.

The deal to bring them back was struck a year

ago but Rohingya in the Bangladesh camps fear
returning without guarantees of citizenship, safety,
and equal access to healthcare and education.
They also are wary of hostility from the non-
Muslim residents in Rakhine. The Buddhist pro-
testers in Sittwe yesterday reflected that view,
holding signs that included calls for authorities to
not “allow resettling (of) the runaway refugees” in

parts of northern Rakhine
state. “The government
should take precise action
against illegal immigrants
from Bangladesh,” said
Kyawt Sein, a member of
the protest committee.

UN investigators have
called for Myanmar’s top
brass to be prosecuted on
charges of genocide at the
Internat ional  Cr imina l
Court or an ad hoc tribu-

nal. Myanmar denies almost all claims of atroci-
ties and says it  was defending itself against
Rohingya militants. Demonstrations against the
Rohingya are not uncommon in Sittwe, where
intercommunal violence broke out in 2012, killing
hundreds and sending more than 120,000
Rohingya into internal  displacement camps
where most remain today.  —AFP

Monks march against repatriation of ‘runaway refugees’

Protest in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
state opposes Rohingya return

SITTWE, Myanmar: Myanmar’s Buddhist monks march along a street during a demonstration against the
planned repatriation of Rohingya Muslims from Bangladesh yesterday.  —AFP

How Ireland beat 
Britain in Brexit 
divorce battle
DUBLIN: The Brexit deal marks a clear
victory for Ireland-one no-one in Britain
saw coming and one which has raised
the Irish government’s standing at home
and abroad. Ireland is tethered to Britain
through a common history, enmeshed
economies and a border with the British
province of Northern Ireland that held
up negotiations for months. Some British
hardliners had argued that Ireland would
simply follow along in any exit deal-a
sentiment that caused outrage among
many Irish and helped harden resolve.

At the centre of the dispute was a
legal guarantee to keep the Irish border
open, known as the “backstop”, which
Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar and
his EU allies insisted on and Britain
eventually and very reluctantly agreed
to. Ireland was opposed to Brexit and is
fearful both of the impact on trade with
biggest economic partner Britain and
any destabilizing influence on the 1998
Good Friday Agreement, which ended
three decades of sectarian conflict.

Bi-partisan support
When the draft accord was published

earlier this month, Irish politicians across
the spectrum lauded it as the best possi-
ble outcome for the Republic in contrast

to the deep divisions in the British par-
liament over its merits. “The Irish gov-
ernment’s key preferences were all
reflected in the divorce settlement,” said
Etain Tannam, a senior lecturer at Trinity
College Dublin.

“Bi-partisan party support in the Irish
parliament for the government’s Brexit
policy has been noteworthy since the
withdrawal process began,” she said. In
the tug of war of international interests,
Ireland’s government now has greater
traction and is earning a reputation as a
shrewd bargainer-at the same time as
Britain’s prestige is on the wane. “The
places have changed. Britain, not Ireland,
is the relatively small and isolated coun-
try,” Irish columnist Fintan O’Toole
wrote in a column for the Guardian
newspaper. “Ireland, not the British
Empire, has on its side the power of a
huge multinational bloc,” he said, refer-
ring to Britain’s previous dominant influ-
ence over Ireland.

‘Dangerous instability’ 
Whilst Britain has been plunged into

political turmoil ever since the 2016
Brexit referendum, Irish politics has been
imbued with a sense of unity in the
national interest. Varadkar’s centre-right
Fine Gael minority government is theo-
retically vulnerable with its reliance on
the centre-left opposition party Fianna
Fail through a confidence and supply
agreement. But the two age-old rivals
agreed to extend their pact through until
the end of Brexit negotiations. “An elec-
tion during this critical time would create

a dangerous instability,” Fianna Fail
leader Miche?l Martin wrote in an
October letter to the prime minister. In
polls, Varadkar’s party holds a firm lead-
making him one of the few clear-cut
winners in the Brexit morass. When the
draft withdrawal deal was announced
last week Varadkar abstained from a vic-
tory lap, issuing the staid remark that it
was “one of the better days in politics”.

Ireland ‘at the heart of EU’
Ireland had four priorities in negotia-

tions-to preserve the peace process,
maintain common travel rights with the

UK and minimize the economic impact
of Brexit. The final one was to reaffirm
the Republic’s “place at the heart of the
European Union”. Mindful that it will
soon be isolated at the edge of the trad-
ing bloc, the Irish government has dou-
bled down on its membership of the
union with statements of solidarity. And
opinion polls suggest that calls by
Brexiteers for Ireland to follow Britain in
leaving the EU have fallen on deaf ears.
A survey by pollsters Red C earlier this
year found that 92 percent of the Irish
population now support staying in the
EU-up from 88 percent last year. —AFP

Death toll in 
California fire 
rises to 87
LOS ANGELES: The death toll in
northern California’s so-called “Camp
Fire” rose to 87, officials said late
Saturday, adding that the blaze was
almost fully under control. Cal Fire, the
state fire authority, said in its latest
bulletin that the fire - which broke out
on November 8 - was 98 percent con-
tained. The office of the Butte County
Sheriff said that 249 people remained
unaccounted for - a steep drop from
474 missing reported earlier in the day.
It added that only 54 of the fatalities

have been identified. More than
153,000 acres have been torched, with
nearly 14,000 homes and hundreds of
other structures destroyed by the
powerful blaze, California’s deadliest
and most destructive fire ever.

Previously the death toll had been
put at 84. Rain that soaked the Butte
County fire area in the past days
helped douse the remaining flames,
but also made it more difficult for
crews searching for bodies. “Areas
experiencing significant rainfall fol-
lowing a wildfire are at risk for debris
flow and flash flooding,” the Sheriff’s
office warned. Cal Fire said that the
remaining uncontained fire “is isolated
in steep and rugged terrain where it is
unsafe for firefighters to access due to
the heavy rains.” —AFP

Swiss reject proposal 
to put domestic law 
above international 
ZURICH: Swiss voters have clearly rejected a proposal to
give the neutral country’s laws priority over international
law, a move that critics claimed would have deeply dam-
aged its global standing and hurt its economy. Some 63
percent of voters in a national referendum yesterday vot-
ed against the “Swiss law, not foreign judges” measure,
according to the second round of projections by broad-
caster SRF. The measure, backed by the right-wing Swiss
People’s Party (SVP), called for a provision to be added
to the national constitution giving it explicit precedence
over international agreements.

Where there is a clash between the two, Switzerland
would have had to alter its international obligations so

they complied with its constitution or quit the interna-
tional agreement. Backers argued that neutral
Switzerland’s historic autonomy was being watered down
by its participation in international agreements covering
areas like environmental protection, police cooperation,
air transport and trade. Their campaign said such
arrangements endangered the long tradition of direct
democracy in Switzerland, where citizens have the final
say on political decisions via referendums.

Debate over whether sovereignty has been eroded has
intensified in recent years, as Switzerland struggles to
clarify its relationship with the European Union, currently
governed by a tangle of bilateral pacts. The SVP, the
largest party in the Swiss parliament, said its proposals -
also called the self determination initiative - would
empower citizens and free them from interference from
international bodies like the EU. They were opposed by
the Swiss government, business groups and most other
parties, who said the proposal would force Switzerland to
cancel existing treaties, weaken human rights protections
and hurt its economy.

They said a “yes” vote would mean Switzerland hav-
ing to renegotiate thousands of treaties it has signed,
undermining an open economy which is highly depend-
ent on global trade. Jan Atteslander of business lobby
group Economiesuisse, said he was pleased with the
outcome. “The result shows that Swiss voters are happy
with the institutions we have and there is no need to
change them. If this had passed it would have been a
disadvantage to the economy and damaged
Switzerland’s standing in the world.

“We have to stick to our words internationally and be
a good and reliable partner in good times and bad times.”
Tania Ovanne-Erias, from the canton of Geneva, said: “I
voted against the initiative because I don’t think we have
to vote again on treaties that have already been voted. I
think this initiative is absurd. “I don’t think we can just
think only of our country, Switzerland, we are part of a
continent and a world.” Switzerland also rejected a pro-
posal to subsidize farmers who let cows and goats grow
their horns naturally, amid debate over whether the prac-
tice of removing horns harms the animals.  —Reuters

PARADISE: Jacob Saylors, 11, walks through the burned remains of his home in
Paradise, California. The family lost a home in the same spot to a fire 10 years
prior.  —AFP

NEWRY: A lorry passes a sign calling for no border to be imposed between
Ireland and Northern Ireland outside Newry, Northern Ireland.  —AFP
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