
Sri Lankan president 
Sirisena vows never to 
reappoint ousted PM
COLOMBO: President Maithripala Sirisena yesterday
reignited the power struggle that has crippled Sri
Lanka’s government for more than a month, vowing
never to reappoint arch-rival Ranil Wickremesinghe
as prime minister. Wickremesinghe’s party has a
majority in parliament and Sirisena’s bid to replace
him with the country’s former strongman Mahinda
Rajapakse has already failed. 

But Sirisena choked back tears in a meeting with
foreign correspondents as he accused
Wickremesinghe, who he sacked on October 26, of
being “highly corrupt”. “Even if the UNP has the
majority I told them not to bring Ranil
Wickremesinghe before me, I will not make him prime
minister,” he said, referring to Wickremesinghe’s
United National Party. “Not in my lifetime,” he added
in comments that the UNP said showed the president
uses Sri Lanka like his own “private coconut estate”.

Sirisena dismissed Wickremesinghe following a host

of personality and political clashes since they formed a
coalition in 2015. He named Rajapakse as new premier
and tried to dissolve parliament but the Supreme Court
and legislators blocked the moves. Wickremesinghe,
who continues to occupy the prime minister’s resi-
dence, and Rajapakse, who has the premier’s official
offices, have both refused to back down. That has left
the country officially without a prime minister, height-
ening international fears about Sri Lanka’s stability and
looming foreign debt repayments.

‘Private coconut estate’
Sirisena said at his official residence that he will

appoint a commission to investigate corruption under
Wickremesinghe since January 2015. “He is corrupt.
His economic policies are not good for local indus-
tries. He pursued an extremely liberal form of govern-
ment that is not compatible with our culture.”
Wickremesinghe’s UNP hit back at the former ally.
“He can choose any superintendent for his private
coconut estate, but in government he must recognize
the leader of the largest single party in parliament,”
UNP spokesman Harsha de Silva said. 

De Silva said the UNP welcomed any corruption
investigation, but insisted that existing inquiries into
high profile murders and corruption under Rajapakse
should be pursued with vigour. Close family and

associates of Rajapakse face allegations of murder
and siphoning off millions of dollars of public money.
Sirisena almost lost his voice as he recalled how he
asked Wickremesinghe to step down in February
when their respective parties were beaten in local
elections. “I told him that we lost the election because
his economic policies had failed. I told Ranil in this
very room to step down, but he refused,” Sirisena
said. He added that there had been “hundreds” of
clashes between the two that had become an open
secret in the coalition government. Sri Lanka’s parlia-
ment meets on November 27 and 29 to discuss a
motion by the UNP to cut off government spending.

Government finances will stall on January 1 unless a
2019 budget is passed. If the UNP wins the vote, it
could force Rajapakse to withdraw his claim to the
leadership, and compel Sirisena to name a prime min-
ister from the UNP. “If the UNP shows a majority, I
believe Mahinda will do the right thing (and stand
down),” said Sirisena, although he reiterated that he
would still not reappoint Wickremesinghe. Asked if he
could constitutionally ignore the leader of the largest
party in parliament, Sirisena said he would rely on
tradition. “There is a tradition that the person
appointed PM should be able to work with the presi-
dent. I cannot work with Ranil. The UNP will have to
bring somebody else.” —AFP
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ABU DHABI: A senior Saudi prince cast doubt
upon the reported CIA finding that Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman ordered
the killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi in
Istanbul last month, saying the agency could
not be counted on to reach a credible conclu-
sion. “The CIA is not necessarily the highest
standard of veracity or accuracy in assessing
situations. The examples of that are multi-
tude,” Prince Turki Al-Faisal, a senior member
of the royal family, told journalists in Abu
Dhabi on Saturday.

The prince, a former Saudi intelligence
chief who has also served as ambassador to
the United States, said the agency’s conclusion
that Iraq possessed chemical weapons before
the US invasion in 2003 showed it could be
unreliable. “That was the most glaring of inac-
curate and wrong assessments, which led to a
full-scale war with thousands being killed,” he

said, speaking at an event hosted by the Beirut
Institute think tank. “I don’t see why the CIA is
not on trial in the United States. This is my
answer to their assessment of who is guilty and
who is not and who did what in the consulate
in Istanbul.”

The CIA has concluded that Prince
Mohammed ordered the operation to kill
Khashoggi, as first reported by the
Washington Post, and briefed other parts of
the US government on its findings, sources
told Reuters last week. US President Donald
Trump has disputed that the agency reached a
conclusion on the murder, saying instead
“they have feelings certain ways.” A Turkish
newspaper also reported on Thursday that
CIA director Gina Haspel signaled to Turkish
officials that the agency had a recording of a
call in which the crown prince gave instruc-
tions to “silence” the journalist.

Khashoggi was killed at the Saudi con-
sulate in Istanbul on Oct 2 in an operation that
Turkish authorities have said was ordered by
the highest level of Saudi leadership, prompt-
ing the kingdom’s biggest political crisis in a
generation. After offering numerous contra-
dictory explanations, Riyadh said Khashoggi
was killed and his body dismembered after
negotiations to persuade him to return to
Saudi Arabia failed. The kingdom’s public
prosecutor is seeking the death penalty for
five suspects charged in the murder, but has
said Prince Mohammed had no prior knowl-
edge of the operation. 

Khashoggi’s daughters 
In a poignant farewell to their father pub-

lished in The Washington Post, the daughters
of slain Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi
vowed that “his light would never fade” and

that his legacy lived through them. Khashoggi,
former Saudi royal insider who became a crit-
ic of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
was murdered at the Saudi Arabian consulate
in Istanbul last month. His death unleashed a
global wave of criticism against the crown
prince, who Saudi officials say had no role in
the killing. “This is no eulogy, for that would
confer a state of closure,” Noha Khashoggi
and Razan Jamal Khashoggi wrote in a Post
opinion piece published online Friday. “Rather,
this is a promise that his light will never fade,
that his legacy will be preserved within us.”

The 59 year-old journalist was at the con-
sulate in Istanbul seeking documents needed
to marry his Turkish fiancee. Riyadh-after
weeks of denial-said he was kil led in a
“rogue” operation. The daughters remember
their father, affectionately referred to as
“Baba,” as a “loving man with a big heart”

who traveled widely and always returned
bearing “gifts and fascinating stories.” “As
bittersweet as it was, we knew from a young
age ... that he was an important man whose
words had an effect on people over a great
distance.”

It was vital for him “to speak up, to share
his opinions, to have candid discussions,” the
daughters recall. For him “writing was not
just a job; it  was a compulsion. It was
ingrained into the core of his identity, and it
truly kept him alive. “Now, his words keep his
spirit with us, and we are grateful for that.”
Khashoggi had created a new life in the
United States, but “he grieved” for his native
Saudi Arabia, never abandoning hope for his
country. “Dad was no dissident,” the daugh-
ters wrote. “If being a writer was ingrained in
his identity, being a Saudi was part of that
same grain.” —Agencies

Khashoggi’s daughters promise to keep his legacy alive

CIA cannot be trusted on Khashoggi 
conclusion, senior Saudi prince says

Bahrain to hold 
run-off vote for 
parliament in Dec
DUBAI: Bahrain will hold a second round of voting for
31 of 40 seats in parliament next week, the government
said yesterday, in an election from which opposition
groups have been barred. The authorities said voter
turnout on Saturday was 67 percent, higher than a
turnout of 53 percent in 2014 when opposition groups
boycotted elections in the small Sunni Muslim-led,
Western-allied kingdom. Activists had called for a boy-
cott of this vote, describing it as a “farce”, amid a
crackdown on dissent by the ruling Al Khalifa family
since the Shiite opposition staged a failed Arab Spring
uprising in 2011.

Al-Wefaq, one of the main dissolved opposition
groups, disputed the official turnout figure, saying in a
statement that it had not exceeded 30 percent. A run-
off vote will be held on December 1, according to a
statement carried on the Bahrain News Agency. Only 23
of 40 current members ran for re-election. Two incum-
bents won their races, while another seven remain in the
running to retain their seats in parliament, which has
limited powers. Bahrain has closed opposition groups,
barred members from running in elections and prose-
cuted scores of people, many described by human
rights groups as activists, in mass trials since 2011.

Minister of Justice, Is lamic Affairs and

Endowments Sheikh Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa said
Saturday’s turnout ensures a “clear mandate” for par-
liament. “Bahrainis’ commitment to exercising their
ballot was a clear indication of Bahrainis’ support for
the process of democratization ... and showed their
rejection of external forces who have deliberately
sought to derail the electoral process,” he said in a
statement late on Saturday. Bahrain, home to the US
Navy’s Fifth Fleet, accuses Iran of fostering unrest
that has seen demonstrators clash with security
forces, who have been targeted by bomb attacks.
Tehran denies the charges. —Reuters

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena addresses
the Foreign Correspondents Association (FCA) yesterday. —AFP

MUHARRAQ: A Bahraini voter casts her ballot at a polling station
in the Bahraini city of Al-Muharraq, north of Manama, as they
wait to cast their vote in the parliamentary election. —AFP

Partial reopening 
of Baghdad Green 
Zone delayed
BAGHDAD: The partial reopening of Baghdad’s high-
security Green Zone to through traffic, planned for yester-
day, has been postponed for several days, a government
official said. The enclave has been home to Iraq’s parlia-
ment, government offices, United Nations agencies and
western embassies since the US-led invasion that toppled
dictator Saddam Hussein in 2003. Earlier this week, Iraqi
authorities began removing concrete barriers to ease
access to a key route that cuts across the enclave, ahead
of a planned opening yesterday, reportedly at the orders
of Prime Minister Adel Abdel-Mahdi. 

But yesterday morning, a government official told AFP
that “the reopening will not take place before the next two
days, or perhaps by the end of the week”. “An important
thoroughfare will be opened, but we must secure its sur-
roundings and seal access to perpendicular streets,” the offi-
cial said on condition of anonymity.  The road leads from the
banks of the Tigris River northwest through the Green Zone
and into other parts of Baghdad. Authorities say allowing
through traffic would ease congestion in other parts of the
city. But on either side of the route lie the offices and homes
of Iraqi officials and international diplomats. 

The UK embassy and the UN informed staff members
they were implementing tougher safety measures inside
the zone from yesterday, citing an “elevated threat level.”
The US embassy has declined to comment on the reopen-

ing. The Green Zone, ringed by blast walls topped with
barbed wire and guarded by Iraqi security forces, remains
inaccessible for most Iraqi citizens. Even if the planned
opening goes ahead, Baghdad residents would not be able
to access the rest of the zone by car or on foot. Abdel
Mahdi, who was appointed premier in October, is keen to
portray Iraq as fully secured, nearly a year after the Islamic
State group was ousted from its last urban strongholds.

Previous prime minister Haidar Al-Abadi had also
ordered the zone reopened in 2015, but it was sealed off
again after only a few days. It was rumored at the time
that objections by the US embassy-which has the tightest
security regulations of all in the Green Zone-were the
reason. On Saturday, Baghdad’s residents voiced skepti-
cism that this time would be different. “It’s been years,
every day they say ‘tomorrow, tomorrow’-and nothing,”
said Ryad Ahmed as he passed one of the planned
entrances to the zone. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Photo shows one of the entrances to Baghdad’s forti-
fied Green Zone. —AFP


