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KUWAIT: Cloudy sky over Kuwait City yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwaitis spend 11
percent of annual
income on tourism
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti citizens spends 11 percent of his
or her annual income on tourism, travelling and recre-
ation, according to a recent study carried out by the
World Trade Organization (WTO). This rate is the high-
est in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), followed by
Saudi citizens who spend 7 percent, Qataris who spend
5.7 percent, Omanis who spend 3.3 percent and
Bahrainis who spend 2.1 percent annually on tourism,
the study shows.

On that regard, Kuwaiti tourism activist, feminist and
media figure Nabila Al-Anjery renewed her call to
establish a special ministry or authority for tourism in
Kuwait. “Reviving tourism and enforcing it in Kuwait
has become an urgent necessity in light of the Kuwait
vision 2035 and its development plans for a new
Kuwait,” she underlined, reminding of the need to

diversify national income
resources and utilize
renewable energy in order
to stop relaying on oil as
the only source of income. 

Furthermore, Anjery
added that many countries
depend on tourism as a
main source of national
income, noting that the
United States has the high-
est rate of annual tourism
income at $210 billion fol-
lowed by Spain at $68 bil-
lion, France at $60 billion,
Thailand at $57 billion, UK at $51 billion, Italy at $44 bil-
lion, Australia at $41 billion and Germany at $40 billion. 

“We in Kuwait should not ignore such facts if we are
serious in finding other national income resources,” she
added, noting that it is possible to turn Kuwait into a
tourist attraction, and expressed hopes that the project
of developing Kuwaiti islands would begin so as to
increase the number of foreign tourists as well as acti-
vate local tourism.

KOTC launches
three multimillion
gas tankers
KUWAIT: CEO of Kuwait Oil Tanker Company
(KOTC) Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah yesterday
announced the launching of three very large gas
carriers worth KD 64.8 million (around $213.3 mil-

lion). The VLGC-LPG gas tankers are part of a
tanker-building contract signed with South Korea’s
Hyundai  Heavy Industr ies , which includes the
building and delivery of three giant gas carriers, he
said. Each tanker can carry around 84,000 cubic
meters, he said, adding that the tankers would be
built in line with up-to-date world safety and envi-
ronment specifications and standards. Sheikh Talal
confirmed that Hyundai’s commitment to schedules
enshrined in the contract, expecting that Kuwait
would take delivery of the first gas carrier by the
end of 2019. —KUNA

Nabila Al-Anjery

KUWAIT: CEO of Kuwait Oil Tanker Company (KOTC) Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah attends a ceremony
marking the launch of three multimillion gas tankers. —KUNA


