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Amir meets state officials,
MPs, visiting Cypriot minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at Bayan
Palace His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also
received National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, who was accompanied by members of the par-
liament’s office for the third session of the 15th legisla-
tive term. His Highness the Crown Prince also received
Ghanem and members of the parliament’s office later
yesterday.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah also received His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and First Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah. His Highness the Crown Prince also received
His Highness the Prime Minister.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir received Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the Foreign

Minister of Cyprus Nikos Christodoulides. Minister
Christodoulides handed His Highness the Amir a letter
from President of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades.

Agreements signed
The visiting Cypriot Foreign Minister also held a

meeting with his Kuwaiti counterpart, during which they
addressed the close relations between Kuwait and
Cyprus, ways of promoting and developing them in all
fields, the latest regional and international developments
and issues of mutual interest. Following their meeting,
both sides signed an air service agreement, a memo of
understanding for bilateral cooperation for receiving and
helping Kuwaiti nationals in case of evacuation via
Cyprus.

The deals reflect the determination of both friendly
countries to develop and cement bilateral relations in all
fields and on all levels. The meeting and signing ceremo-
ny were attended by Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled

Al-Jarallah, Assistant Foreign Minister for Administrative
and Financial Affairs Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghanem,
Assistant Foreign Minister for Protocols Ambassador
Dhari Al-Ajran, Kuwaiti Ambassador to Cyprus Waleed
Al-Kandari, Assistant Foreign Minister for the Deputy
Foreign Minister’s Office Ambassador Ayham Al-Omar,
Deputy Assistant Foreign Minister for the Deputy
Premier and Foreign Minister’s Office Ambassador Saleh
Al-Lughani and several other senior officials of the
Foreign Ministry. Speaker Ghanem, His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, and Defense
Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad also met with
the visiting Cypriot minister yesterday. 

Bahrain’s elections
In other news, His Highness the Amir congratulated

Bahrain on the success of its parliamentary and municipal
elections, which witnessed unprecedented voting num-
bers on Saturday. In a cable addressed to Bahrain’s King

Hamad bin Issa Al-Khalifa, he commended the process,
which occurred under a “democratic and transparent”
atmosphere .”During this unprecedented turnout, the
people of Bahrain expressed their faith and adherence to
their democratic values in order to best serve their coun-
try, and achieve its ultimate interests,” he said.

His Highness the Amir also sent a cable of congratula-
tions yesterday to Mohammad Al-Fadhli for winning the
men’s sabre event at the Junior World Fencing
Championships in Tehran. His Highness the Amir praised
this achievement and wished him success to continue his
sports performance and more achievements to raise
Kuwait’s name in various regional and international sports
forums. His Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness
the Prime Minister sent similar cables marking the occa-
sion. Separately, His Highness the Amir is set to attend and
patronize at Bayan Palace the 18th edition of His Highness
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah’s Informatics Award. The
event will be held today at 10:30 am. — KUNA
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KCCI ready
to establish
partnerships
with Cypriot
companies
KUWAIT: Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) is
ready to use its potentials to open
new economic horizons to establish
investment, commercial and strate-
gic partnerships between Kuwaiti
companies and their Cypriot coun-
terparts, board member Mohammad
Al-Saqer said yesterday. KCCI par-
ticipated in Kuwait-Cyprus
Economic Forum, which was held in
Kuwait yesterday with the presence
of Cypriot Foreign Minister Nicos
Christodoulides and Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Cypros Waleed Al-
Kandari, Saqer said in a statement.

The Cypriot economic delega-
tion included representatives of the
private sector, headed by President
of Cyprus Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Christodoulos

Angastiniotisa and companies rep-
resenting the sectors of real estate
development, hotels, investment,
banks and infrastructure. The meet-
ing discussed strengthening joint
economic relations in addition to
the investment environment in
Cyprus, as well as presenting the
vision of New Kuwait 2035, includ-
ing major projects in the sectors of
oil industry, infrastructure, ports,
health and education, Sager added.

The local private sector will play
a key role in the implementation of
these projects through the public-
private partnership system, which
opens great areas of cooperation
with the Cypriot side for fruitful
cooperation and seeking to expand
the base of economic cooperation
between the two friendly countries,
he confirmed.

Meanwhile, Christodoulides said
that his country’s government is
striving to adopt laws that create a
fertile environment for attracting
foreign capital, adding that his
country has vital sectors for invest-
ment, mainly tourism, agricultural
production and the manufacture of
various foodstuffs. Christodolidis
called on the Kuwaiti business sec-
tor to visit his country and learn
about the opportunities for invest-
ment projects. — KUNA

KFAS announces
winners of
2018 prizes
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) is pleased to
announce the list of winners of the foundation’s
2018 prizes; the Kuwait Prize for Kuwaiti and Arab
researchers, Scientific Production Prize for Kuwaiti
scientists and Al-Nouri Prize for the best PhD the-
sis in Education in the Arab world.

Recognizing the importance of celebrating sci-
entific achievements by awarding researchers and
academics for their contributions, KFAS has
launched these awards as part of its mission to
motivate and support human capabilities, recog-
nize life-achievements and encourage researchers
to sustain their efforts in producing high-quality
research in Kuwait and the Arab world.

The announcements came after the endorse-
ment of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir of the State of Kuwait
and Chairman of KFAS Board of Directors, of the
decisions of the Board, based on recommendations
forwarded by the Prize Council and the reports of
the evaluation and selection panels.

Four fields
The Kuwait Prize 2018 is awarded in four fields,

the first of which is Fundamental  Sciences
(Biological Sciences) and was jointly awarded to
Professor Hilal Ahmed Lashuel from Yemen,
Director of the Laboratory of Chemical Biology of
Neurodegeneration of the Brain Mind Institute in
the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, based in
Lausanne, Switzerland, and Lebanese Professor
Mohamed H Sayegh, Vice President for Scientific
Research and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine at
the American University of Beirut (AUB).

KFAS Director-General Dr Adnan Shihab-Eldin
has credited Professor Lashuel for his work to elu-
cidate the molecular and structural basis of protein
misfolding, aggregation and the mechanisms by
which these processes contribute to the pathogen-
esis of neurodegenerative diseases including
Alzheimer’s disease (AD), Parkinson’s disease (PD),
and Huntington’s disease (HD).

Professor Sayegh, on the other hand, was
awarded the prize for his globally recognized
achievements as a prominent scientist and
researcher in the field of transplantation medicine,
not to mention his valuable research in renal medi-

cine and transplantation immunobiology, Shihab-
Eldin noted.

As for the Applied Sciences (Clean and
Sustainable Energy Technologies) category, the
award went to both Dr Zakya H Kafafi from Egypt,
Adjunct Professor at the Department of Electrical
and Computer Engineering of Lehigh University in
Pennsylvania, and to Dr Husam N Alshareef from
Palestine, Professor of Material Sciences and
Engineering at King Abdullah University of
Science and Technology (KAUST).

Dr Shihab-Eldin added that Dr Kafafi was
awarded the prize for her research on the uses of
organic solar cells to generate clean and sustain-
able energy and to improve their performance and
efficiency, while Dr Alshareef was awarded the
prize for his work in the domains of energy har-
vesting and energy storage, including the develop-
ment of storage devices, such as batteries and
super-capacitors.

The third award for Economics and Social
Sciences (Economy), also went to two winners. The
first is Dr Imad Moosa from Iraq, Professor of
Finance and Economics at Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology in recognition of his
research and publications on exchange rates, mon-
etary policy, stock markets and effects of environ-
mental policies. 

The second winner is Professor Badi H Baltagi
from Lebanon, Professor of Economics and Senior
Research Associate at the Center for Policy
Research, the Maxwell School at Syracuse
University for his outstanding work on Theoretical
Econometrics and Econometric Analysis and Banel
Data theory. His research and books had a major
theoretical impact and often cited as references in
subsequent papers, establishing him globally as a
leading theorist in the domain of econometrics.

Dr Shihab-Eldin added that the winner of the
fourth category in Arts and Literature, the Studies
of Arabic Language and Literature prize, is Dr
Muhsin Al-Musawi from Iraq, Professor of Arabic
Literature at Columbia University. Citing his
research on critical studies of the rich Arabic cul-
tural and innovative contributions to postcolonial
literature in English. 

Four Kuwaiti researchers
Moving to the Scientific Production Prize, Dr

Shihab-Eldin announced that four Kuwaiti
researchers have bagged the awards, given this
year in the four fields of Physical Sciences and
Mathematics, Engineering Sciences, Medical
Sciences and Allied Health Sciences and Social
Sciences and Humanities.

Dr Tareq Mohamed Al-Refai, Associate
Professor at the Physics Department at the

Faculty of Science at Kuwait University, won the
Physical Sciences and Mathematics category. Al-
Refai has 17 scientific papers published in refer-
eed journals and has participated in 12 interna-
tional conferences.

As for the Engineering Sciences category, Dr
Khaled Jabr Hassan Al-Fadala, Associate Professor
at the Department of Mechanical Engineering in
the College of Engineering and Petroleum at
Kuwait University, was awarded the prize for his 28
scientific papers published in refereed journals as
well as his participation in 19 regional and interna-
tional conferences.

Dr Salman Khalifa Al-Sabah, Assistant
Professor at the Faculty of Medicine at Kuwait
University, and general surgery consultant at the
Amiri Hospital, won the prize in the category of
Medical Sciences and Allied Health Sciences. He
has published 47 papers in refereed journals and
participated in 90 international conferences.

The prize in the fourth category, Social
Sciences and Humanities, went to Professor
Abdullah Mohammed Abdullah Al-Hajri, Head of
the History Department at the College of Arts
at  Kuwait  Universi ty. He has publ ished 17
papers in refereed journals, wrote three books
and participated in five regional and interna-
tional conferences.

Anwar Al-Nouri Prize
As for the Anwar Al-Nouri Prize, Dr Shihab-

Eldin announced that winner is Dr Dalia Ahmed
Mostafa from Egypt, an independent researcher
and translator, for her thesis “The Construction of
Muscularity through Mother’s Socialization of
Children in Egyptian Society: A Socio-
Anthropological Study.”

Earlier this week, KFAS was pleased to
announce the winners of the 2018 cycle of Al-
Sumait Prize in the field of Health. The prize is
awarded annually to individuals and/or institutions
within one of the proposed three fields of Food
Security, Health and Education. 

An initiative of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the prize
honors the late Dr Abdulrahman Al-Sumait, a
Kuwaiti doctor who dedicated his life to address-
ing the health challenges facing Africa. The prize
aims to recognize the best studies, scientific proj-
ects, applied research and innovation that have
made a significant and lasting influence in advanc-
ing progress to economic and social development
in Africa, helping the continent’s nations overcome
poverty, hunger, lack of potable water, injustice or
to improve health care, literacy and the allocation
of economic resources. 

Kuwait, EU 
to discuss
cooperation
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jaral lah left
yesterday for  Brusse ls  to  head
Kuwait’s delegation attending polit-
ical consolations with the European
Union (EU), open Kuwait’s office at
NATO and hold meetings with sev-
eral officials of the Belgian Foreign
Ministry. The Kuwaiti delegation
comprises  Ass is tant  Foreign

Minister for Europe Affairs Waleed
Al-Khubaizi and Assistant Foreign
Minister for the Deputy Foreign
Minister ’s  Off ice  Ambassador
Ayham Al-Omar.

The first-ever Kuwaiti-European
strategic dia logue which is  due
tomorrow will focus on cooperation
in security, energy and develop-
ment, Khubaizi said. Attended by
senior officials of both sides, the
dialogue is part of a cooperation
agreement signed by Kuwait and
the European Union in  2016,
Khubaiz i  sa id yesterday. The
Brussels meeting reflects the mutual
interest of both sides in elevating
the level of bilateral relations up to
broader horizons, he said. — KUNA


