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KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and other lawmakers yesterday. — KUNA 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said yesterday HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah trusts the wisdom of
Assembly members in resisting any arbitrary use or
abuse of some constitutional tools. Speaking to
reporters at the National Assembly, Ghanem said he
conveyed a message from HH the Amir to MPs, saying:
“There is an arbitrary use or abuse of some constitu-
tional tools. It is the responsibility of members to
address this.” 

He added that he and several other members met the
Amir in order to listen to his directives and advice
regarding both local and regional situations. Ghanem
quoted HH the Amir as voicing confidence in members’
wisdom in taking action against such practices. The
speaker also expressed confidence that MPs will live up
to their responsibility towards the Amir’s letter and his
previous speech during the opening of the current par-
liament session.

The remarks came as the country may be sliding into
a political crisis over the grilling of HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, as law-
makers said yesterday there are suspicions the grilling is
unconstitutional. The grilling, filed by leading opposition
MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri, is on the agenda of tomorrow’s
regular session for debate, but pro-government MP
Khalaf Dumaitheer said he will propose that the grilling 
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KUWAIT: An earthquake with a magnitude of 6.3
shook western Iran yesterday, the US Geological
Survey reported. USGS said the quake was at a depth
of 65 km and struck 114 km northwest of the city of
Ilam, close to Iran’s border with Iraq. Tremors were felt
along Kuwait’s coastal areas yesterday evening, Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research’s seismic monitor said.
The earthquake’s distance to Kuwait was 581 km with a
depth of 10 km, head of the monitoring and crisis man-
agement department Dr Abdullah Al-Enezi said. 

The Iraqi Geological Survey said the quake had
been felt in the capital Baghdad and in Erbil in the
Kurdistan region. Iranian state TV said rescue teams
have been dispatched to the quake-hit area, adding no
fatalities have been reported so far. “No reports of any
fatalities yet and most of the injured were hurt while
fleeing, not due to quake damage,” Pirhossein
Koulivand, head of the state emergency services, told
state TV. — Agencies 

Kuwait residents 
shaken as quake 
hits western Iran 

BRUSSELS: European Union leaders
yesterday approved a historic Brexit
deal, handing the baton to British Prime
Minister Theresa May who must now
convince her skeptical party and country
to support it. European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker said
Brexit was a “tragedy”, but he and other
leaders meeting in Brussels warned the
withdrawal terms were now set. “This is
the best deal possible for Britain, this is
the best deal possible for Europe,”
Juncker said, after a special summit
meeting to sign off on the agreement.
“This is the only deal possible,” he said,
adding a warning: “Those who think by
rejecting the deal, will have a better deal,
will be disappointed in the few seconds
after rejecting the deal.”

May faces a major battle to get the

agreement through the House of
Commons before Brexit day on March
29, with MPs of all parties - including
her own - saying they will oppose it and
try to negotiate a better deal. “It is
important that everyone in the UK is
aware that the result that is now avail-
able is the result ,” said Austrian
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz, whose
country holds the rotating EU presiden-
cy. “It will certainly not be renegotiated
and there will be no further room for
maneuver.”

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte
added: “Overall, I think this is the max
that we can all do, both Theresa May
and her government as well as the
European Union. “No victors here
today, nobody winning, we’re all losing -
but given that context, this is accept-
able.” Juncker, head of the bloc’s execu-
tive arm, earlier said it was a “sad day”.
“To see a country like Great Britain...
leave the EU is not a moment of joy nor
of celebration, it’s a sad moment and it’s
a tragedy,” he said.

Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel
hailed the deal as a “piece of diplomatic

BRUSSELS: Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May listens to European Council President
Donald Tusk during a special meeting of the European Council yesterday. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (right) prepares to shake hands
with Chadian President Idriss Deby as they deliver joint statements yesterday. — AFP 

art” but admitted that it left her with
sadness. “This is a historic summit and
also historic day that evokes ambivalent
feelings,” she said. “It is tragic that Great
Britain leaves the EU after 45 years.” The
leaders gathered in Brussels yesterday

morning to sign off the terms of Britain’s
withdrawal and an outline political dec-
laration on the future relationship.

May, who arrived in Brussels on
Saturday evening for final talks with
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In sadness, EU 
leaders approve 
key Brexit deal 

JERUSALEM: Chadian leader Idriss
Deby Itno yesterday became the first
president of his country to visit Israel
and pledged a new era of relations when
meeting Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu decades after ties were sev-
ered. Both leaders called the visit “his-
toric” as they met in Jerusalem with
security issues high on the agenda.
Netanyahu said as they spoke to jour-

nalists after their meeting that “we never
fully stopped our contacts ... but we are
now expanding them at a very rapid
rate”. “And we wish to do so in all areas,
first of all in fighting terrorism.” He said
he hoped to visit the Muslim-majority
central African nation.

Deby spoke of the two countries com-
mitting to a new era of cooperation with
“the prospect of reestablishing diplomat-
ic relations”. But Deby also highlighted
the Palestinian cause, saying pursuing
relations with Israel did not change his
country’s concern for the long-stalled
peace process. Chad remains “deeply
attached to the peace process between
Israel and Palestine”, he said. 
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Chad president 
makes first-ever 
visit to Israel

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates will offer long-term
visas to rich property investors, senior scientists and
entrepreneurs in an effort to support its economy and
real estate market, which have been hurt by low oil
prices. Until now, visas for foreigners to live in the Arab

world’s second biggest economy have generally been
valid for only a few years, and have depended on the
main visa holder in each family remaining employed. The
government said in May it planned to ease that policy.

Detailed rules approved by the cabinet on Saturday
offer five-year residency to owners of UAE real estate
worth at least 5 million dirhams ($1.4 million), as long as
ownership is not based on loans, state news agency
WAM reported. Renewable 10-year visas will be pro-
vided to foreigners with investments in the UAE of at
least 10 million dirhams, if non-real estate assets
account for at least 60 percent of the total. Investors
can bring spouses and children into the country.

Other rules offer five-year visas to entrepreneurs and
10-year visas for scientists and researchers with top
qualifications. Outstanding students can stay for five
years. The UAE is currently locked in a diplomatic dis-
pute with Britain after a UK academic was jailed for life
on spying charges. Share prices of UAE property firms,
beaten down by slumping real estate prices, moved little
yesterday in response to the new visa rules. Analysts
said they were probably not enough on their own to
change investment or employment trends.

Some parts of the economy that rely on white-collar
professionals - a class of people who might buy homes
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UAE seeks rich, 
educated expats
with visa scheme

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) announced yesterday the launch of
the country’s first electric vehicle powered by solid
hydrogen fuel from nanopowders. This came in a
press release, after a visit of KISR Director General
Samira Al-Sayed Omar to the program of nanotech-
nology and advanced materials at the institute,
where she looked at the prototype of the electric
vehicle powered by hydrogen fuel.

The program was led by Osama Al-Sayegh,
Executive Director of the KISR’s Energy and
Construction Research Center, who said the center’s
nanotechnology and advanced materials program
successfully launched the experimental prototype.
“These powders were prepared by the center’s com-
pound for chemically inducing magnesium hydride
adsorption by ultra-smooth granules of the glass
alloy (ZrNiPd),” Sayegh added. The project’s chief
manager Mohammad Al-Iskandrani noted that the
nano compounds used to supply the electric power
required through a fuel cell capacity of 1,000 watts
was patented by the US Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) in 2016. — KUNA 

KISR launches 
car powered by 
solid hydrogen 


