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LONDON: Manchester City stretched a relentless win-
ning run to eight games by thrashing West Ham 4-0
yesterday but remain just two points clear at the top of
the Premier League as Liverpool were also 3-0 victors
at Watford.

Manchester United are now 14 points off the leaders
as Paul Pogba was hauled off by Jose Mourinho as they
failed to break down Crystal Palace in a 0-0 draw at
Old Trafford. Everton leapfrogged United to move up
to sixth with a 1-0 victory over Cardiff, while Claudio
Ranieri won his first match in charge of Fulham in a 3-2
thriller over fellow strugglers Southampton.

City have now won 12 of their last 13 games with the
only dropped points coming in a creditable 0-0 draw at
Liverpool last month. Pep Guardiola’s men had scored
13 goals in their three previous visits to the London
Stadium and had another three before half-time in
another dominant display.

David Silva scored for the fourth straight game when
he flicked home Raheem Sterling’s cross on 11 minutes.
Sterling’s own stunning form in front of goal continued
when he tapped home Leroy Sane’s cross for his eighth
goal of the season.

The roles were reversed from City’s flying wingers 11
minutes before half-time when this time Sane showed
great composure to turn home the England internation-
al’s pass and Sane completed the rout in stoppage time.

In keeping with recent weeks, Liverpool were far
less impressive but remain on City’s coat-tails as
Mohamed Salah, Trent Alexander-Arnold and Roberto
Firmino all struck in the final quarter at Vicarage Road.

Jurgen Klopp’s men rode their luck as Watford had
an early goal disallowed and saw strong claims for a
penalty just after the break waived away. However, the

visitors front three finally clicked 23 minutes from time
when Firmino fed Sadio Mane and his cut-back was
prodded home by Salah for his ninth goal of the season.

Alexander-Arnold then bagged his first for the cam-
paign at club level with a sumptuous free-kick after
opening his account for England in the international
break. And despite having captain Jordan Henderson
sent-off, Liverpool added a third through Firmino a
minute from time.

How United wish they had the same firepower as
after a bright start they again faded and Palace held out
for just a second point in seven Premier League games.
Pogba and Romelu Lukaku were fit enough to start
after missing international duty for France and Belgium
through injury, but failed to spark the hosts and Pogba
was even withdrawn for Alexis Sanchez in the search
for a winner that never came.

Mourinho’s men were even fortunate that Marouane
Fellaini wasn’t shown a red card for a horrendous chal-
lenge on Palace captain Luka Milivojevic that went
unpunished. Ranieri couldn’t stop Fulham leaking goals
in his first match in charge at Craven Cottage, but did
secure a first win in 10 league games as Aleksandar
Mitrovic scored twice to edge a five-goal thriller.

Stuart Armstrong also scored a double for Saints
and opened the scoring before Mitrovic and Andre
Schurrle turned the game around before half-time.
Another great strike from Armstrong levelled before
Mitrovic volleyed home to spark wild scenes of cele-
bration from Ranieri.

Leicester showed great resilience after a difficult
few weeks off the field to fight back from a goal and a
man down for a 1-1 draw at Brighton. Glenn Murray
opened the scoring and the visitors had James

Maddison sent-off for two yellow cards in the opening
28 minutes, but Jamie Vardy’s penalty eight minutes
from time secured a point.

Gylfi Sigurdsson’s solitary goal at Goodison Park
was enough to see off Cardiff and continue Everton’s
progress under Marco Silva. —AFP

Man City, Liverpool cruise as 
Man Utd stumble once more

City have now won 12 of their last 13 games

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Bournemouth FC v Arsenal FC 16:30
beIN SPORTS 
Wolverhampton Wanderers FC v Huddersfield Town 19:00
beIN SPORTS 

SPANISH LEAGUE
Athletic de Bilbao v Getafe CF 14:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Sevilla FC v Real Valladolid 18:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
RCD Espanyol v Girona 20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Villarreal CF v Real Betis 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE 
Parma Calcio 1913 v US Sassuolo Calcio 14:30
beIN SPORTS 
Bologna FC v ACF Fiorentina 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
SSC Napoli v AC Chievo Verona 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Empoli v Atalanta 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
SS Lazio v AC Milan 20:00
beIN SPORTS 
Genoa CFC v UC Sampdoria 22:30
beIN SPORTS 

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
SC Freiburg v SV Werder Bremen 17:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Borussia Monchengladbach v Hannover 96 20:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5

FRENCH LEAGUE
Montpellier HSC v Stade Rennais 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
OGC Nice v LOSC Lille 19:00
beIN SPORTS 
Amiens SC v Olympique Marseille 23:00
beIN SPORTS

LONDON: Manchester City’s Brazilian striker Gabriel Jesus (L) and West Ham United’s Irish defender Declan Rice (C) vies
for the ball during the English Premier League football match between West Ham United and Manchester City at The
London Stadium, in east London yesterday. — AFP

LILLE: France kept their Davis Cup final hopes alive as
Nicolas Mahut and Pierre-Hugues Herbert beat
Croatian pair Ivan Dodig and Mate Pavic 6-4 6-4 3-6
7-6(3) in a tense doubles battle in the Stade Pierre
Mauroy yesterday.

Yannick Noah’s champions had their backs against
the wall after losing both Friday’s singles but Herbert
and Mahut began the fightback, reducing the deficit to
2-1 and ensuring the last Davis Cup in its present guise
will stretch into today.

The odds are still stacked in Croatia’s favour as no
team has recovered from 2-0 down to win the trophy
since Australia beat the United States in 1939. But with
26,000 mainly flag-waving French fans set to flock
back into the cavernous home of Lille’s soccer club
today, hope still remains.

It had looked like being a relatively comfortable win
for the French duo when they had points for a double
break in the third set, having won the first two in domi-
nant fashion. But Pavic and Dodig, who had partnered
Marin Cilic to a crucial win over Mahut and Herbert
when the sides met in the 2016 semi-finals in Zadar, hit
back to set home nerves jangling.

Herbert faltered when serving at 3-4 allowing the
Croats to break serve and then hold with ease to the
delight of their noisy followers high in the upper tiers.
Alarm bells were ringing at the start of the fourth when
France had to save three break points on the Herbert
serve and he was again made to work hard at 2-2 as the
momentum of the match began to swing Croatia’s way.

France kept their noses in front though and the fans
ratcheted up the decibel levels as Pavic served at 4-5.
The Croat, yet to win a Davis Cup tie, duly buckled
with a double-fault at 0-30 and bedlam broke out in
the stands with opposing fan clubs trying to out-sing
each other. With the umpire struggling to restore order,
Pavic showed incredible composure as he and Dodig
somehow dug themelves out of a seemingly impossible

position to make it 5-5.
Boos rang out as Pavic gestured defiantly at the

massed ranks of blue amid the suspicion that Croatia
would be favourites to win the rubber if they could take
the tiebreak. Yet Mahut and Herbert jumped into a 4-1
lead and though the Croatians got it back to 4-3, the
French pair then kept their cool with Mahut’s reflex vol-
ley sealing the win. — Reuters

France stay alive in 
Davis Cup final 
after doubles win

VILLENEUVE-D’ASCQ:  France’s Nicolas Mahut (L) watches as France’s Pierre-Hugues Herbert (R) returns the ball to
Croatia’s Ivan Dodig and Croatia’s Mate Pavic during their doubles rubber for the Davis Cup final tennis match between
France and Croatia at The Pierre Mauroy Stadium in Villeneuve-d’Ascq, northern France, yesterday. — AFP

DOHA: To mark the countdown for
the 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar,
beIN hosted a special day on
November 21, with special programs,
exclusive interviews and a visit from
the world’s most coveted trophy, the
2018 FIFA World Cup Winners
Trophy.

The FIFA World Cup Winners
Trophy, which was presented to the
French National Football team at the
2018 FIFA World Cup Russia, was
first unveiled at the 1974 FIFA World
Cup Germany.

Viewers from around the world
tuned in to beIN SPORTS HD1 and
its free to air channel as it dedicated
24 hours of nonstop exclusive
reports, FIFA documentaries, stadi-
um site visits and interviews across
their English and Arabic Channels,
their dedicated 4K channel and their
social media platforms.

“Arabs in World Cup”, a docu-
mentary on legendary Arab football
players who competed in the com-
petition, was broadcasted along with
FIFA films that included FIFA World
Cup matches from 1978  to 2018. 

The Morning Show was also
broadcasted live and exclusive from
Doha, featuring exclusive interviews
and coverage from Hamad
International Airport, Qatar Rail and
the state-of-the-art FIFA World Cup
stadiums including the revamped

and ultra-modern Khalifa
International Stadium, to give view-
ers a glimpse into what to expect as
the 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar
draws closer and closer.

“Qatar 2022: The Countdown is
On” show was broadcasted on all
the beIN SPORTS channels and fea-
tured the 2018 FIFA World Cup
Winners Trophy as well as guests
such as HE Hassan Al Thawadi, the
Secretary General for the Supreme
Committee for Delivery and Legacy
who updated viewers on the latest
developments on Qatar’s preparation
for the big event.

Several beIN star presenters and
guests including 2010 FIFA World
Cup winner and Barcelona legend
Xavi Hernandez, 2010 FIFA World

Cup runner up and Dutch legend
Wesley Sneijder, celebrated manag-
er Arsene Wenger and others shared
their insights on some of the most
memorable FIFA World Cup matches
in recent history.

A documentary on Qatar 2022
was also broadcasted on beIN’s free
to air channel which hosted beIN
stars Ayman Jadah, Yousef Seif,
Hisham Al Khalsi, and Hafid Derradji
who discussed their memorable
experiences covering previous FIFA
World Cups. beIN is the official
broadcaster for the 2022 FIFA World
Cup Qatar  and the 2026 FIFA World
Cup in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA), having started its
journey as the official broadcaster
since the 2010 FIFA World Cup.

LONDON: England completed a highly satisfying
November series with a crushing 37-18 four-try victory
over a ragged Australia at Twickenham yesterday, claiming
a record sixth successive win in the 50th meeting of the
old sporting rivals.

After an early try for Jonny May it was 13-13 at the
break but Elliot Daly, Joe Cokanasiga and Owen Farrell
underlined England’s second-half dominance as a try in
each half for Israel Folau flattered the tired-looking
tourists. The result followed wins for England over South
Africa and Japan and a one-point defeat by New Zealand
and has got them right back on track after a poor Six
Nations and 2-1 series defeat in South Africa in June.

It also capped a dire year for Australia, who have now
lost 11 of their last 15 matches and were second-best all
day long at Twickenham. For the second week running
England scored a try within three minutes as a powerful
scrum set up May to cross in the right corner. Against
Japan it all went wrong for the rest of the first half but
England stayed on the offensive this time, albeit without
making their domination count on the scoreboard.

Two Farrell penalties stretched the lead to 13-3 but the
game had something of a Barbarians feel, with multiple
turnovers and very little multi-phased attack - just the sort
of situation where Australia’s backs thrive. They were
missing two of their best, however, after Adam Ashley-
Cooper and Kurtley Beale were left out for disciplinary
reasons.—Reuters

HONG KONG: Malaysia booked their place in the semi-
finals of the Asean Football Federation Championship yes-
terday with a 3-0 win over Myanmar that ensures they
advance to the tournament’s last four alongside favourites
Vietnam.

Vietnam finished top of group A thanks to a comfort-
able 3-0 win over already-eliminated Cambodia while a
brace from Zaquan Adha following Nohshahrul Idlan
Talaha’s opener earned the Malaysians second place as a
result of an impressive performance against Myanmar.

Myanmar needed only a draw to progress but, in front
of a vociferous crowd at Kuala Lumpur’s Bukit Jalil
Stadium, the home side made most of the early running
and it came as little surprise when Nohshahrul put
Malaysia in front.

Syahmi Safari’s darting run down the right saw him find
Mohamadou Sumareh with time and space in front of goal
but, when his attempt came back off the crossbar,
Nohshahrul scored from close range.

Two minutes into first-half injury time Safawi Rasid was
brought down inside the penalty area by Soe Moe Kyaw
after latching on to Sumareh’s through ball and Zaquan
scored the resulting penalty.

Myanmar did little to suggest they would find a way
back into the game and, with two minutes left on the clock,
Zaquan added the third goal when an attempted clearance
by Kyaw slammed into the striker’s head before looping
into Kyaw Zin Htet’s goal.

Malaysia will play the winners of group B, which will
conclude today with leaders Thailand playing Singapore
while the Philippines travel to Jakarta to face Indonesia.
The Vietnamese secured top spot with a routine win over
Cambodia, with goals coming from Nguyen Tien Linh,
Nguyen Quang Hai and Phan Van Duc.— Reuters
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