
BUFFALO: The host Buffalo Sabres, the hottest team in
the NHL, got an overtime goal from Jeff Skinner to win
their eighth straight game, defeating the Montreal
Canadiens 3-2 on Friday afternoon. Skinner had the tying
goal with 2:26 left in the third period and then scored
again, this time on a power play with 3:06 expired in the
extra session. He has 17 goals this season, which is tied
for the NHL lead with David Pastrnak. This marks
Buffalo’s longest victory streak since it tied a franchise
record by winning 10 straight to begin the 2006-07 sea-
son. This season’s hot streak represents an amazing turn-
around for a Buffalo franchise that ranked 29th in goals
allowed and last in goals scored last season. Rookies
have fueled much of this Sabres streak, including Casey
Mittelstadt, who scored Buffalo’s first goal on Friday, and
star defenseman Rasmus Dahlin, who had an assist on
Skinner’s game-winner.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2, FLAMES 0
Marc-Andre Fleury had 29 saves for his league-

leading fourth shutout of the season as Vegas became
the first team this season to shut out visiting Calgary. It
was the 52nd career shutout for Fleury. He did it
against a Flames team that had scored 17 goals in its
previous three games, including seven in a win over the
Golden Knights on Monday night in Calgary. Alex
Tuch, playing in his 100th NHL game, and Colin Miller
each scored goals for Vegas. David Rittich had 26
saves in suffering just his second defeat in 10 decisions
this season.

AVALANCHE 5, COYOTES 1
J.T. Compher made a dazzling return to the lineup

with a pair of short-handed goals on a first-period
penalty kill as Colorado beat host Arizona in Glendale,
Ariz. NHL points leader Mikko Rantanen also scored for
the Avalanche, shortly after Compher’s first-period
shorties, to give Colorado a commanding 3-0 lead
against Arizona goalie Antti Raanta just 10 minutes into
the contest. Compher became the fourth player in the
past 15 years with two short-handed goals in a span of
less than two minutes.

WILD 4, JETS 2
Down 2-0 through two periods, Wild launched a furi-

ous comeback in the third period to record a win over
visiting Winnipeg. Eric Staal was in position in front of
the Jets’ net to bank in a rebound at 17:29 of the third
period to put the Wild ahead for good.

Minnesota outshot Winnipeg by a 23-22 margin in the
first two periods, but was hampered by five scoreless
power-play chances. In five-on-five play, however, the
Wild kept up the pressure, outshooting the Jets by a 16-
6 margin in the final period to break down the defense
with four unanswered goals.

BLUE JACKETS 4, MAPLE LEAFS 2
Josh Anderson scored twice in the first period, and

Cam Atkinson scored a short-handed goal to break a tie
in the second period as Columbus defeated visiting
Toronto. Markus Hannikainen scored in the third period
for the Blue Jackets, who avenged a Monday night loss
to the Maple Leafs. It was Atkinson’s sixth straight game
with a goal and it was his eighth in that span. Ron
Hainsey and Kasperi Kapanen scored for the Maple
Leafs, who have lost two games in a row.

BRUINS 2, PENGUINS 1 (OT)
Joakim Nordstrom scored 1:57 into overtime to give

Boston Bruins a win over visiting Pittsburgh. Nordstrom,
in front of the net, deflected a pass from Torey Krug past
goaltender Tristan Jarry. Jake DeBrusk also scored for
Boston, which was playing its first home game since Nov.
11 and coming off a 1-1-2 road trip. Evgeni Malkin scored
for Pittsburgh, which is 2-7-3 in its past 12 games.

LIGHTNING 4, BLACKHAWKS 2
Tyler Johnson scored a pair of goals, and Tampa Bay

cruised to a win over visiting Chicago. Brayden Point and
Ryan Callahan also scored for the Lightning, who beat
the Blackhawks for the second time in five weeks to
sweep the regular-season series. Nikita Kucherov
notched three assists, and Erik Cernak had two. Artem
Anisimov and Jonathan Toews each scored in a losing
effort. Chicago has won only two of eight games since
firing longtime head coach Joel Quenneville and replac-
ing him with Jeremy Colliton.

DUCKS 2, OILERS 1
Rickard Rakell scored on a breakaway 14 seconds

into overtime as Anaheim rallied for a victory against
visiting Edmonton. The Ducks tied the score on Nick
Ritchie’s goal with 16.2 seconds remaining in regulation.
Rakell got an assist on that goal. The Oilers suffered
their first defeat in the Ken Hitchcock era. Hitchcock
replaced the fired Todd McLellan as coach Tuesday.
Edmonton won 4-3 in overtime at San Jose in
Hitchcock’s debut the same day. 

FLYERS 4, RANGERS 0
Sean Couturier scored two goals, while Travis

Konecny and Jordan Weal each scored one to lift host
Philadelphia past New York. Claude Giroux had three
assists for the Flyers. Konecny contributed two assists
and Couturier had one as the Flyers snapped a four-
game losing streak. Philadelphia goaltender Cal Pickard
was solid throughout in stopping all 31 shots for the
shutout, his first of the season and fourth of his career.

BLUES 6, PREDATORS 2
Brayden Schenn, Alex Pietrangelo and Ryan O’Reilly

each collected one goal and one assist as host St. Louis
snapped a three-game losing streak by beating Nashville.
Blues goalie Jake Allen made 26 saves as St. Louis
claimed the second half of a home-and-home series with
the top team in the NHL. Predators goalie Juuse Sauros

was chased after allowing five goals on 15 shots. Pekka
Rinne stopped 18 of 19 shots in relief for Nashville, which
had its three-game winning streak ended.

CAPITALS 3, RED WINGS 1
Michal Kempny scored the tie-breaking goal, and

Alex Ovechkin added an insurance marker less than
two minutes later in the third period as Washington
rallied for a come-from-behind victory over visiting
Detroit. Kempny had not scored a goal this season
before the Capitals’ last game, a victory over his for-
mer team (Chicago). He got his second goal in two
games on a high slap shot from near the left point at
the 6:38 mark of the third period. Ovechkin then made
it 3-1 on a blast from the right circle at the end of a
rush at the 8:34 mark. He finished the game with one
goal and one assist. — Reuters

Five-for Rashid 
England’s hero as 
Sri Lanka collapse
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka threw away a decent
position in the final Test against England yes-
terday, collapsing from 183 for 2 at tea to 240
all out as five-for Adil Rashid and Ben Stokes
skittled the hosts in Colombo.

At the close of a rollercoaster second day
England were 3 without loss after four overs
when bad light stopped play, 99 runs ahead
with a 3-0 whitewash in their sights. In the
opening session Sri Lanka’s bowlers had
wrapped up England’s first innings for 336
within half an hour, the visitors losing their final
three wickets for just 24 runs.

On Friday, Jonny Bairstow had put his mark-
er down to be England’s permanent Test num-
ber three with a no-nonsense 110, with part-
nerships of 100 with captain Joe Root and 99

with Ben Stokes. But resuming on 312-7,
Moeen Ali, continuing his indifferent series with

the bat, fell for 33, Stuart Broad for a duck and
Jack Leach for 2. Left-arm wrist spinner
Lakshan Sandakan was the pick of Sri Lankan
bowlers, taking five for 95 runs while finger
spinners Dilruwan Perera and Malinda
Pushpakumara took the other five between
them.

With bat in hand and only five overs of the
day played, Sri Lanka’s batsmen laid solid foun-
dations. Danushka Gunathilaka was the only
man out for Sri Lanka before lunch, caught
spectacularly by Keaton Jennings at short leg
for 18 off Leach. Dimuth Karunaratne, dropped
at slip by Root off Broad early in his innings,
then put on a 142-run third-wicket partnership
with Dhananjaya de Silva. Just before tea, de
Silva fell for 73, dismissed by another lightning
catch by Jennings off Rashid. But with
Karunaratne still in and Root rueing his error,
Sri Lanka looked comfortable.

But in the first over after tea Karunaratne
went for 83, with Jennings again the catcher as
he edged Rashid, and the collapse began.
Angelo Mathews fell next, the ball coming off
the toe of his bat to keeper Ben Foakes off
Stokes for 5, before Roshen Silva became
Jennings’s next victim off Rashid for 3. — AFP

S p o r t s Sunday, November 25, 2018

26 Established 1961 

LAS VEGAS:  Tomas Nosek #92 of the Vegas Golden Knights takes a shot against TJ Brodie #7 of the Calgary Flames
in the second period of their game at T-Mobile Arena on Friday in Las Vegas, Nevada. The Golden Knights defeated
the Flames 2-0. —AFP

Jeff Skinner’s OT goal gives 
Sabres eight-straight victory

Golden Knights’ Fleury shuts out hot Flames

Pakistan
207-4 at close
in second Test
DUBAI: Pakistan, who won the toss
and batted, were 207-4 on the open-
ing day of the second Test against
New Zealand in Dubai yesterday.

Azhar Ali scored 81 while Haris
Sohail was unbeaten on 81 as they
added 126 for the third wicket to lift
Pakistan from 25-2 at Dubai stadium.

At close Babar Azam was the
other unbeaten batsman on 14.
Medium pacer Colin de
Grandhomme was the pick of New
Zealand bowlers with 2-31. New
Zealand lead the three-match series
1-0 after winning the first Test by
four runs in Abu Dhabi. — AFP

SCOREBOARD
Scorecard at stumps on the second day of the third and final Test between Sri Lanka and England in Colombo yesterday:

England first innings 
R Burns b Perera 14
K Jennings c Silva b Pushpakumara 13 
J Bairstow b Sandakan 110 
J Root c Gunathilaka b Sandakan 46 
B Stokes c de Silva b Sandakan 57 
J Buttler c & b Sandakan 16 
M Ali c Mathews b Perera 33
B Foakes c Dickwella b Pushpakumara 13 
A Rashid not out 21
S Broad b Sandakan 0
M Leach c Mathews b Perera 2
Extras: (b7, lb3, nb1) 11
Total: (all out, 92.5 overs) 336
Fall of wickets: 1-22 (Burns), 2-36 (Jennings), 3-136 (Root),
4-235 (Stokes), 5-254 (Bairstow), 6-265 (Buttler), 7-294
(Foakes), 8-328 (Ali), 9-329 (Broad), 10-336 (Leach)
Bowling: Lakmal 11-2-33-0, Perera 32.5-1-113-3,
Pushpakumara 20-3-64-2, Sandakan 22-0-95-5, de Silva 5-
0-16-0, Gunathilaka 2-0-5-0.

Sri Lanka first innings
M Gunathilaka c Jennings b Leach 18
F Karunaratne c Jennings b Rashid 83
D de Silva c Jennings b Rashid 73 

B Mendis c Stokes b Rashid 27
A Mathews c Foakes b Stokes 5 
A Silva c Jennings b Rashid 3 
N Dickwella c Foakes b Stokes 5 
M Perera c Foakes b Stokes 0
R Lakmal not out 3
P Sandakan run out 2
P Pushpakumara lbw b Rashid 13                    
Extras: (lb7, w1) 8
Total: (all out, 65.5 overs) 240
Fall of wickets: 1-31 (Gunathilaka), 2-173 (de Silva), 3-187
(Karunaratne), 4-200 (Mathews), 5-205 (Silva), 6-222
(Dickwella), 7-222 (Mendis), 8-222 (Perera), 9-224
(Sandakan), 10-240 (Pushpakumara)
Bowling: Broad 9-2-36-0, Leach 18-2-59-1, Ali 13-2-55-0,
Rashid 13.5-2-49-5, Root 2-0-4-0, Stokes 10-1-30-3.

England second innings
R Burns not out 2
K Jennings not out 1
Extras: 0
Total: (no wickets, 4 overs) 3
Bowling: Perera 2-1-1-0, Pushpakumara 1-0-2-0, de Silva
1-1-0-0.

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s cricketer Dhananjaya de Silva (R) runs between the wickets during the
second day of the third Test cricket match between Sri Lanka and England at the Sinhalese
Sports Club (SSC) international cricket stadium in Colombo yesterday. —AFP

DUBAI: Pakistani batsman Azhar Ali (R) plays a shot as New Zealand wicketer-
keeper BJ Watling (L) and teammate Henry Nicholls (C) look on during the first
day of the second Test cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand at the
Dubai International Stadium in Dubai yesterday. — AFP

Starc called 
up for final 
Australia-India 
Twenty20
SYDNEY: Mitchell Starc was yester-
day drafted into Australia’s squad for
their final Twenty20 against India in
what could be his first short-format
international in two years. The pace
spearhead had been left out of the
squad for their T20 games against
South Africa and India so he could
focus on the Sheffield Shield to be bet-
ter prepared for the upcoming Test
series against the Indians.

But fellow fast bowler Billy Stanlake
turned his ankle in the warm-up for the

second match against India on Friday
and has now been ruled out of the third
and final game in Sydney on Sunday.

“(Starc has) got so much experience
in the limited-overs games as well and
we’ve seen how dominant he can be
when he gets it right with the ball,” skip-
per Aaron Finch said. “We’ll have a look
at the wicket this afternoon and discuss
the side but coming straight off a Shield
game with an eye on the first Test, his
preparations will be really good.”

Australia lead the series 1-0, with
Friday’s game abandoned due to rain.
Starc last played a T20 for Australia in
September 2016 against Sri Lanka in
Colombo. His last one on home soil was
in Sydney in February 2014 against
England. Australia squad: Aaron Finch
(capt), Alex Carey, Ashton Agar, Jason
Behrendorff, Nathan Coulter-Nile,
Chris Lynn, Glenn Maxwell , Ben
McDermott, D’Arcy Short, Mitchell
Starc, Marcus Stoinis, Andrew Tye,
Adam Zampa. —AAFP

Bangladesh’s Shakib 
promises better show 
after Windies win
CHITTAGONG: Record-breaking Bangladesh skipper Shakib Al
Hasan promised an ever better performance in the next Test after he
overcame fitness concerns to lead the hosts to a 64-run win against
the West Indies yesterday. Shakib was included in the squad for the
opening Test in Chittagong despite having barely returned to training
after an injury lay-off that forced him to miss the recent home series
against Zimbabwe.

But he made a dream comeback as he claimed five wickets in the
match to become the first Bangladeshi to complete 200 wickets in

Tests. It had been feared he would be sidelined for at least three
months following emergency surgery on an injured finger in
September, but physicians declared him fit sooner than expected. 

The all-rounder’s participation in the West Indies opener still
remained uncertain until he decided to play at the very last moment.
He picked up a wicket off his very first ball in the game before finish-
ing with 3-43 and 2-30 in the two innings, and also made a useful
contribution with the bat with a first-innings knock of 34.

“I batted (in training) for only three sessions before playing the first
Test. That was hardly enough, considering I resumed playing after two
months,” Shakib said after the match. “That was difficult for me. But I
have finished the match successfully. I am sure I will play the next
match in a better condition,” he said.  With his first wicket in the sec-
ond innings Shakib claimed his 200th wickets in Tests, a record that
also took him into an elite group of all-rounders.  Shakib, who has
now 3,727 runs, is only the 14th cricketer in history to take 200 wick-
ets and score over 3,000 runs in Tests.  —AFP


