
LOS ANGELES: Phil Mickelson sank a four-foot
birdie putt on the fourth extra hole to pocket $9 million
and beat Tiger Woods in an exhibition clash Friday
between two of golf’s greatest rivals. Mickelson and
Woods sparred over 22 rounds of match-play golf in
front of an invitation-only gallery of 700 people at the
Shadow Creek Golf Course in Las Vegas.

Mickelson clinched the victory with a short putt
after Woods’ tee shot landed on the green but he left
his six-foot birdie putt short. “What a match it was,”
Mickelson said. “My heart can’t take much more.”

Mickelson had several putts to win earlier in the
match that failed to drop, but he made no mistake on
the final go at the par-three, 93-yard hole for the win-
ner-take-all triumph. The match lasted five hours and
finished in darkness as organizers had to use flood
lights to illuminate the green on the final hole. 

While both the 48-year-old Mickelson and the 42-
year-old Woods are past their prime, Friday’s meeting
between the 19-time major winners still provided some
entertaining golf. But since their heyday in the late
1990s and early 2000s, however, both Woods and
Mickelson have been in steady decline. 

While they both recorded victories on the PGA
Tour in 2018, it has been five years since Mickelson

won a major, while Woods hasn’t hoisted a major since
2008. Woods had to console himself with making the
shot of the match on the 17th when he nailed a long
birdie chip shot from the back of the green to stay
alive in the match.

“Just like old times,” Woods said after celebrating
with a familiar fist pump. “I needed it. He had a chance
to close out so I needed something special to hap-
pen.” Mickelson walked up the fairway knowing that if
he made birdie and Woods made par the cash grab
would be his.

“He does this crap to me all the time-for 20 years”
said Mickelson. “Tiger is the greatest of all time.” With
the invite-only gallery in attendance, golf fans were
forced to watch the exhibition via a US$19.99 pay per
view televised format.

The duo both wore microphones and they filled time
in the early going with plenty of verbal banter back and
forth, but Mickelson admitted struggling to find enough
to say as the match wore on.

“I am trying to be more talkative but I am just not on
the back nine,” he told Woods as they left one of the
Shadow Creek tee boxes. “We got back into our old
mode again trying to beat each other’s brains in,”
Woods replied. — AFP

Kuwaiti shooters win 
fifteen medals at
Arab Shooting
Championship
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti shooters won fifteen medals during
competitions of both individuals and team during the
sixth and seventh day of the Arab Shooting
Championship being held in Qatar with the participa-
tion of more than 200 athletes representing 10 Arab
countries.

Kuwait on Thursday won gold medals in the individ-
ual and teams trap for men and women, second place
for individuals trap, second place in the 50m three
position rifle individuals and teams.

Abdelrahman Al-Faihan won the men’s trap gold
medal and Khalid Al-Mudhaf silver and Qatar’s Rashid
Al-Athba was third.

Meanwhile the team of Abdelrahman Al-Faihan,
Khalid Al-Mudhaf and Talal Al-Rashidi the team gold,
as Qatar was second and Morocco third.

In the women’s category Sarah Al-Hawal, Shahad Al-
Hawal and Hajar Abdelmalek won the gold medal, Oman
won silver and Qatar took the bronze, while in the indi-
vidual’s competition Sarah Al-Hawal won gold,
Lebanon’s Ray Basil won silver and Morocco’s Yasmin

Misfewi took bronze.
In the 50 meter three positions rifle Kuwait’s

Abdallah Al-Harby won silver medal, as Oman’s Saleem
Al-Maliki won gold and his compatriot Hamad Al-
Khalidi won bronze medal.

Kuwait’s team of Abdallah Al-Harby, Majid Al-Thafiri
and Khalid Al-Majid own silver while Oman won first
place and Qatar third.

Meanwhile Kuwait shooters continued their winning
ways on Friday as shooter Yousuf Al-Mutairi won the
youth trap and gold medal while his team mate Bader
Al-Adwani won the bronze medal in the same event.

The team of Yousuf Al-Mutairi, Bader Al-Adwani
and Yousuf Al-Rashidi won the teams’ trap gold while
Qatar was placed second.

In the women juniors 10 meter air rifle Kuwait’s Yara
Al-Khalaf won first place as Qatar’s Shahad Al-
Darweesh was second and Oman’s Rawaa Al-Hassani
won third. The team of Yara Al-Khalaf, Batool
Ashkanani and Reem Al-Rashidi won first place Qatar
second and Oman third in the same event. The mixed
team of Abdelrahman Al-Faihan and Sarah Al-Hawal
won silver medal in the mixed trap event, as Lebanon
was first and Qatar was third.

Saud Al-Subaie won the silver medal in the men’s
junior 10 meter air rifle as Oman’s Fahim Al-Badi won
gold and Qatar’s Nasser Al-Nuaime won third.

Kuwait’s 25m pistol team of Othman Al-Failakawi,
Hassan Al-Mulla and Saud Al-Muatiri won the bronze
medal as Qatar was first and Oman second. — KUNA
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Bach wants closer 
co-operation with 
Tokyo to ensure 
clean 2020 Games
TOKYO: International Olympic Committee (IOC)
President Thomas Bach said he wanted closer co-
operation from Japanese officials to ensure the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games were the cleanest on
record in terms of doping. “What is also important is
that we want these Olympic Games to be absolutely
clean Olympic Games,” Bach said yesterday during a
visit to Tokyo 2020 venues in Fukushima with
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

“Therefore, we would appreciate if we could
enjoy closer co-operation with your government,
also in this respect in the future.” The IOC and the
wider Olympic movement have been under pressure
ever since Russia was banned from the 2018 Winter
Olympics after the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) found evidence of huge, state-backed,
systematic doping and cover-ups in Russian sport.

Bach, who was full of praise for preparations for
the Olympics in 20 months’ time, said he wanted the
Games to be a great success in every respect,
stressing the needs of athletes and keeping to
budget among the priorities.

He said he was confident of a balanced budget,
which is good news for organisers who have been
under pressure since cuts were made at the end of
last year. Last December, Tokyo organisers unveiled
a budget of $12.6 billion for the Games, a $300 mil-
lion reduction from projections earlier in 2017. Bach
made the trip to Fukushima to see the Azuma
Baseball Stadium which will host the first events of
the Tokyo Games on July 22, 2020. The area was
ravaged by a 2011 earthquake and tsunami that
killed some 18,000 people and caused meltdowns
at the nuclear power plant in Fukushima. — Reuters

LAS VEGAS:  Phil Mickelson celebrates with the winnings after defeating Tiger Woods as Ernie Johnson looks on
during The Match: Tiger vs Phil at Shadow Creek Golf Course on Friday in Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP

NBK to award more
than 100 participants 
during the Walkathon
KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) will award
more than 100 participants in the 24th Annual Walkathon
alongside the grand draw for two new Nissan cars from
Al Babtain Group. The Walkathon is scheduled to kick off
on Saturday 8th, December 2018. 

Titled “We’re Stronger... With Every Step”, NBK
Walkathon this year will hold great surprises. Online reg-
istration is open through NBKWalkathon.com until 28th
November. Applicants can then receive their assigned T-
shirt and number at the NBK’s registration point at the
Green Island on the Gulf Road in Salmiya starting from
Thursday 29th of November until Thursday 6th of
December. The number for each participant will contain a
step-counting chip. Abdul Mohsen Al Rushaid, NBK
Public Relations Executive Manager said “the participa-
tion in NBK’s Walkathon is increasing year after year, and
we are extremely thrilled to take our involvement with
this exciting event to a new level.”

“Our commitment towards being connected with the
community is the reason why we feel it is important for us
to maintain the Walkathon annually,” added Al Rushaid.

Referees assigned by the Kuwait Amateur Athletic
Federation (KAAF) will be present to arbitrate the race.
The first ten winners from each category will be reward-
ed with valuable cash prizes. As every year, The Ministry
of Interior and The Ministry of Health, represented by the
Medical Emergency, are joining the forces to support the
race. The Municipality of Kuwait and the Touristic
Enterprises Company also provided the necessary
approvals for the closing ceremony at Shuwaikh Beach
Park. The Fire Department will contribute to provide
emergency support for the race while the Ministry of the
Interior will deploy patrols in the area extending to

Shuwaikh Park to ensure normal
process of the race.

Ten winners will be selected
from each of the 10 categories of
participants.  The walk for both
the female and male participants
will start from the Green Island
on the Gulf Road to the
Shuwaikh Beach Park, parallel to
the Gulf Road, next to KPC
building for a distance of 11 Km.
For the first time this year, NBK
initiated a new racing category
for participants aged 60 years old and above to encour-
age a healthier lifestyle among all members of the society.

NBK strongly supports sporting events and encour-
ages sporting activities as means to promote a healthier
and more active lifestyle for members of the community.
Throughout the years, NBK also organized several social
awareness programs including educational, environmen-
tal, health and many other active initiatives.

For more information, visit NBK’s page on Facebook
at NBK Official Page or follow NBK on Twitter and
Instagram @NBKGroup.

Burgan Bank is the
Diamond Sponsor
of Kuwait National 
Arabian Horse
Festival 2018
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank recently sponsored the
Kuwait National Arabian Horse Festival 2018 for
the 4th consecutive year, in line with its commit-
ment to preserve Kuwait and Arab cultural heritage
and champion skills-building in sports. The 4th
Egyptian Arabian Horse Competition took place
between 16-17 of November 2018 and the 7th
National Arabian Horse Competition was held from
29 November till 1 December 2018 at the Bait Al
Arab show arena. 

Organized annually by Bait Al Arab, under the
umbrella of Al Diwan Al Amiri, the event was host-
ed under the patronage of HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The
high profile festival was aimed at preserving the
history and breed of Arabian horses, as an impor-
tant part of the Kuwaiti and Arab cultural heritage.

The National Championship was supervised by
ECAHO (European Conference of Arab Horse
Organizations) which is the official body concerned
with managing similar local and international tour-
naments. The Kuwait National Arabian Horse
Festival received active participation by a large
number of Arab horse breeders and owners from
Kuwait and around the world. The popular event

also enjoyed a large following of local and interna-
tional fans and horse enthusiasts.

The Arabian Horse Center - Bait Al Arab Kuwait
State Stud was established in 1980 to perpetuate
the Arabian horse of true origin in Kuwait to safe-
guard their ancestry in Kuwait. In November 2012,
by the order of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al- Jaber Al-Sabah, the state stud of
Kuwait was transferred to the Al Diwan Al Amiri.

Committed to honoring the country’s rich histo-
ry, Burgan Bank continues to celebrate the impor-
tance of this tradition and spark interest in national
cultural events among the local community. The
bank is equally keen on encouraging the expansion
of competitive sports and recreational activities to
improve the overall health and development of
future generations. 
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