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He said mobile police units backed by helicopters
were ready to intervene in case of violence or attempts
to block the Paris ring road. “The government has done
everything to demonize the movement that will take
place in Paris,” said protestor Clement Jonie, who came
in from the suburbs. Two people have died and over 750
people, including 136 police officers, were injured dur-
ing the week of demonstrations that shone a light on
frustration over stagnant spending power and the roll-
back in public services in some areas of France. 

On Friday evening, a man with an explosive device
and demanding protesters be allowed to meet the
French president turned himself in to police in Angers in
western France. Local official Bernard Gonzalez said:
“There was a real risk, real danger, he had an explosive
charge around his neck... This was not fake.”

Former investment banker Macron was elected on a

pledge to put more money in workers’ pockets but the
effects of his reforms on purchasing power - persistent-
ly shown as one of the biggest concerns of the French -
have been limited so far. The poor and low-paid are
particularly incensed at his decision to hike anti-pollu-
tion taxes on diesel and petrol, while scrapping a wealth
tax on the rich. Opposition parties on the hard left and
right have cheered on the protesters, whose revolt was
described by 77 percent of respondents in an Odoxa
poll for Le Figaro newspaper as “justified”.

Macron, who is under pressure to tackle pollution
ahead of European Parliament elections next year in
which the environment is expected to feature promi-
nently, has refused to back down on taxing polluters.
But with his ratings languishing at record lows of under
30 percent, he has sought to present a more empathetic
side. “We have heard the message of citizens,” one of
his aides said on Thursday.

Revolts against taxes have been a feature of French
public life for centuries - citizens pay some of the
highest in Europe as a percentage of GDP - while fuel
price protests are a common occurrence. Yesterday
meanwhile, women’s groups organized protests in
major French cities to raise awareness about sexual
abuse. — Agencies 
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messages came from people inside the kingdom.
At least six people were detained and charged this
month for “obstructing the electoral process”,
according to Bahrain’s public prosecutor. One of the
six was Ali Rashed Al-Asheeri, a former member of
parliament with Al-Wefaq, according to the London-
based Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy.

Asheeri had tweeted that he and his family would
boycott the polls. 

Al-Wefaq called for a boycott of this year’s parlia-
mentary election after a law issued in June barred
“leaders and members of political associations dis-
solved for violating the kingdom’s constitution or its
laws” from fielding candidates. Experts have ques-
tioned the value of a parliamentary election in which
the opposition is not allowed to participate. Neil
Partrick, a specialist in Gulf Arab politics, said such
polls had “no political or practical substance” regard-
less of boycott calls. According to Jane Kinninmont, an
analyst specializing in Gulf politics, many citizens will
either boycott or “simply not bother to vote” in this
year’s elections. — AFP 
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years before the Supreme Court overturned her
blasphemy conviction last month. The court’s decision
sparked furious demonstrations led by the hardline TLP,
with protesters calling for Bibi’s execution as they
blocked major roads, leaving large swathes of the coun-
try paralysed.

In response, the government made a deal with the
Islamists to impose a travel ban on Bibi, who was released
from jail earlier this month as she awaits the outcome of a
final review of her case. The TLP has vowed to return to
the streets if she is allowed to leave the country. Early
yesterday, clashes took place in the southern city of
Karachi between Pakistani paramilitary forces and pro-
testors over the arrest of Rizvi. “Khadim Hussain Rizvi has
been taken into protective custody by police and shifted

to a guest house,” tweeted Chaudhry. “It’s to safeguard
public life, property and order ... Law shall take its course
and it cannot be left to individuals,” he added.

A notification issued by the Punjab government said
the cleric will be detained for 30 days. The notification
said there was “credible” information that the cleric
would create a law and order situation.  In a video mes-
sage released on Friday, another TLP leader Pir Afzal
Qadri called for fresh protests, saying police had
arrested dozens of party workers in the port city of
Karachi as well as Lahore.

Blasphemy is a massively inflammatory issue in
Muslim-majority Pakistan, where even unproven allega-
tions of insulting Islam and Prophet Mohammed can
lead to lynchings and murders. Bibi’s conviction
stemmed from a 2009 incident when she was asked to
fetch water while out working in the fields. Muslim
women laborers objected to her touching the water
bowl as a non-Muslim, and a fight reportedly erupted.
A local imam then claimed Bibi insulted Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). Bibi has consistently denied the
charges, and her prosecution rallied international rights
groups, politicians and religious figures. — AFP 
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Egyptian authorities regularly announce archaeo-

logical discoveries with great fanfare, although the
country is often accused of a lack of scientific rigor
and neglect of its antiquities. Archaeological sites,
particularly in Luxor, make Egypt a major draw for
foreign tourists. Hit by the turmoil that enveloped
Egypt after the 2011 uprising that ousted longtime
president Hosni Mubarak, the tourism sector has
picked up this year.  — AFP 
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The full moon glows over Panama City on Friday. —AFP 

NEW DELHI: At least 28 people, many of them chil-
dren, drowned yesterday after their bus plunged into a
canal in India, police said, in the latest tragedy on the
world’s deadliest roads. Police said they retrieved 28
bodies from the private passenger bus after it veered
off the road and fell into the canal in the Mandya dis-
trict of the southern state of Karnataka. A police officer
at the scene told AFP that many of the victims were
school children returning to their homes. “Many chil-
dren are among the 28 dead,” a police official told AFP
by phone. 

Police could not provide the exact number of pas-
sengers on board or the cause of the crash but said
the driver was apparently speeding. Local media said

around 35 people were in the vehicle. Video footage
on television showed locals using ropes to reach the
submerged bus and pull out the bodies. Emergency
workers and divers joined the volunteers to help. State
chief minister HD Kumaraswamy promised help to the
families. 

Road crashes in India claim the lives of more than
150,000 people each year. Most accidents are blamed
on poor roads, badly maintained vehicles and reckless
driving. Some 50 people were killed in neighboring
Telangana state in September after a bus plunged into
a valley in September. On Thursday six school pupils
were killed after their van collided with a bus in central
Madhya Pradesh state. — AFP 
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Indian villagers gather yesterday near a retrieved bus after an accident in Kanagana Maradi village in Mandya district,
some 130 km from Bangalore. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani urged
Muslims worldwide yesterday to unite against the
United States and assured Saudis they were “broth-
ers” who had nothing to fear from Tehran. US
President Donald Trump abandoned a landmark 2015
nuclear deal between major powers and Tehran in May
and has since reimposed crippling unilateral sanctions.
“What the United States wants of (the Middle East)
today is enslavement,” Rouhani told an Islamic unity
conference in Tehran. Instead of “rolling out the red

carpet for criminals,” Muslim governments should
unite against the United States and “the region’s can-
cerous tumor”, Israel, he said.

Rouhani urged Iran’s rival Saudi Arabia to end its
dependence on “insulting” US military aid. “We are
ready to defend the Saudi people’s interests against
terrorism and superpowers with all our might,” he said.
“We do not ask $450 billion for it and will not insult
you.” Riyadh cut diplomatic ties with Tehran in
January 2016 after protesters stormed its diplomatic
missions in Iran following its execution of a prominent
Shiite cleric. It accuses Tehran of fomenting unrest
among Shiites in the Gulf Arab states and the two gov-
ernments have supported opposing sides in devastat-
ing civil wars in Syria and Yemen.  — AFP 

Iran urges Muslims 
to unite against US


