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In this file photo Dancers entertain the audience during the All Africa Music Awards (AFRIMA) in Lagos. — AFP photos

In this file photo French rapper Gandhi Djuna aka Maitre Gims (right) and French TV host
and Master of Ceremony Virginie Guilhaume (left) speak during the 31st Victoires de la
Musique, the annual French music awards ceremony at the Zenith concert hall in Paris.

In this file photo French-Lebanese musician Ibrahim
Maalouf performs during the Francofolies Music Festival
in La Rochelle. — AFP photos

In this file photo French musician Ibrahim Maalouf per-
forms in Carhaix-Plouguer, western of France during the
third day of the 25th edition of the Festival des Vieilles
Charrues.

Justin Bieber and Hailey Baldwin

After a 15-year career in banking and marketing,
Nigerian Mike Dada was looking for a platform to
“communicate the strength of Africa to the rest of

the world”. He decided to set up Afrima-the All Africa
Music Awards-Africa’s equivalent of the Grammys, whose
fourth edition takes place this weekend in Ghana’s capital,
Accra. In 2014, penniless but passionate about music, he
worked with private sponsors in Nigeria and a partner in
Kenya. Together, they organized the awards ceremony to
“create jobs” and “make Africans proud”, he told local
media, earning the backing of the African Union. In four
years, Afrima has managed to carve out a space as a plat-
form to showcase the bubbling, innovative and prolific
African music industry that has exploded in the past
decade. In Accra, it’s not World Music the continent is
going to celebrate.

Instead, it’s Afropop, the Nigerian-born style which
mixes Congolese soukous, Ivorian coupe-decale,
Ghanaian Highlife and Jamaican dancehall that has got
Africa’s youth dancing. “Music is a bridge,” said Olivier

Laouchez, chief executive of Trace TV, a French music
channel popular on the continent. “In Senegal, we listen to
Nigerian hits in nightclubs and South Africa’s kwaito
(afro-house) is exported to all radio stations on the conti-
nent. “Today, what is bringing Africa together... is sport
and music.” 

Diaspora 
One category has been dedicated to artists from the

vast diaspora. This year, the contenders include Franco-
Malian Aya Nakamura and the surprising Afrotronix, an
artist of Chadian origin who dresses like Daft Punk and
makes house music with Sahelian rhythms and lyrics in
Spanish. Maitre Gims, who comes from Democratic
Republic of Congo and is repeatedly played on French
radio, has racked up more than 200 million views on
YouTube with “J’me Tire” (“I’m outta here”) and is
Afrima’s most nominated artist this year. The rapper is as
much of an unknown to English-speaking Africa as
Nigeria’s Davido is to French audiences, despite his 100

million-plus views on YouTube. “Thanks to Afrima we get
to know musicians from all over the continent,” Oris
Aigbokhaevbolo, a journalist with the Music in Africa
website, told AFP.

Take, for example, Diamond Platnumz, a Tanzanian who
hit the spotlight after winning three Afrima awards two
years ago. “Love you Die”, his duet with Nigeria’s
Patoranking, is now being played around the world.
“Ghana has always been good (in terms of music) and
countries like Sierra Leone or even Gambia are coming
up,” said Aigbokhaevbolo, who in 2015 was named the
continent’s best music journalist.  “It makes us feel that we
are not the only country producing music on the conti-
nent”, said the Nigerian. 

Nigeria v South Africa 
Still, despite efforts to create regional “best artist” cat-

egories, Nigeria and South Africa will dominate the
evening. The big names are regular features from one year
to the next: Nigeria’s Davido, Wizkid and Tiwa Savage are

fixtures, while South Africa’s Cassper Nyovest and Nasty-
C have made repeat appearances.  The two countries, sub-
Saharan Africa’s biggest economies, have gone head-to-
head for years.  Today, they are virtually the only countries
on the continent to have sophisticated music industries,
with professional production facilities, agents and copy-
right lawyers.

Even though South Africa may have a more modern
industry, Nigerian artists benefit from a local market of
190 million people, boosting audience numbers. “We had
to limit Nigerian songs for our new ranking show of
African hits,” Laouchez said. “Otherwise they would have
outshone the entire continent!” Nigeria has been a clear
leader of the Afropop revolution for 10 years. But it
remains to be seen if they will maintain their edge on
Saturday night against a continent that wants to be final-
ly heard. — AFP

‘Africa’s Grammys’ celebrate hits of the continent

Star trumpeter Ibrahim Maalouf, famed for his award-
winning film soundtracks and mixing of eastern and
western sounds, was handed a suspended prison sen-

tence for sexual assault on Friday by a French court.
Maalouf, 37, was found guilty of assaulting a 14-year-old
schoolgirl who was doing work experience at his music
studio in a suburb southeast of Paris in 2013. The girl, now
aged 19, testified in court that he had kissed her and
grabbed her without her consent. Maalouf denied the alle-
gations and portrayed her as an infatuated fan who was
bitter after being rejected.

The court in Creteil, a southeastern suburb of Paris,

handed him a 20,000-euro ($23,000) fine as well as the
suspended prison term. Born in Lebanon, Maloouf fled
with his parents-both musicians-during the country’s 15-
year-civil war and settled in France. He plays a four-pis-
toned instrument invented by his trumpeter father in the
1960s, as well as playing the piano, composing and teach-
ing. He has played with Sting and Elvis Costello among
other music stars and last year won French cinema’s high-
est award, a Cesar, for the soundtrack of the film “In the
Forests of Siberia”. — AFP

Star trumpeter Maalouf convicted 
over schoolgirl sex assault

Russian rapper
jailed for performing
in the street
One of Russia’s most popular rappers was

sentenced to 12 days in prison Thursday for
performing in the street after a string of his

concerts were reportedly cancelled under pressure
from authorities, his lawyer said. Dmitry Kuznetsov,
better known as “Husky”, was detained late
Wednesday as he rapped to a crowd of young
people from the roof of a car in the southern
Russian city of Krasnodar. The venue where he was
due to perform had cancelled the concert at the
last minute under pressure from officials, the
Kommersant newspaper reported.

A video on social media showed police detain-
ing the rapper as he sang “I will sing my music” to
chanting crowds.  A court in Krasnodar sentenced
the 25-year-old rapper to 12 days’ jail for “hooli-
ganism”, his lawyer Alexei Avanessian told the
Interfax news agency.  At a second hearing, howev-
er, Kuznetsov was acquitted on a charge of organ-
izing an unlawful gathering.

A third hearing will be held for “refusing to sub-
mit to a medical examination”, according to the
Mediazona news site.  Husky, on a tour of 16
Russian cities, has said venues in several places
have cancelled his concerts in recent months under
pressure from law enforcement agencies. —AFP

‘Married man’ Justin
Bieber says wants to be
more like Jesus

Justin Bieber marked his first Thanksgiving as a married
man, saying that “love isn’t always easy” but adding he
was trying, like Jesus Christ, to be more patient and

selfless. The Canadian pop singer, 24, who married model
Hailey Baldwin in a hush-hush civil ceremony in
September, told his 102 million Instagram followers that
Thursday’s US Thanksgiving holiday was the first he had
hosted. “First thanksgiving as a married man, first time
hosting thanksgiving,” Bieber wrote in a posting on Friday.

“Relationships are hard and love isn’t always easy but
thank you Jesus for showing me how! Every day is a
learning process, trying to be more like him, patient, kind,
selfless, boy I got a long way! But god’s grace is suffi-
cient!” he added. Bieber and Baldwin both attend the
evangelical Hillsong Church, which was founded in
Australia in 1983 and now has branches worldwide with a
big youth following.

Bieber, who found fame as a baby-faced 15 year-old,
and Baldwin first unofficially confirmed their marriage in
comments on social media last week when the “Sorry”
singer called Baldwin “my wife” and the model changed
her Instagram name to Hailey Bieber. Thursday was also
the 22nd birthday of Hailey Bieber, which Bieber’s mother
Patti Mallette marked with an Instagram Story showing
her son singing “Happy Birthday” and presenting his wife
with a cake. “I’m SO #THANKFUL to have you as a
daughter!!!” Mallette added on Twitter. — Reuters

Rapper Dmitry Kuznetsov, better known as ‘Husky’.

Palestinian musician Bashar Murad works at a recording
studio in Sheikh Jarrah, East Jerusalem.

Palestinian musician  Firas Harb  uses Spotify app on his
phone in Beit Sahour. 

Spotify’s Palestinian
launch puts local
artists on the map

Palestinian musicians are fast reaping dividends from
their presence on Spotify, which launched its inter-
net streaming service in the Middle East and North

Africa last week. “The Arab hub provides a unique plat-
form that brings the full spectrum of Arab culture and
creativity, past and present,” said Suhel Nafar, a musician
from the Israeli city of Lod who serves as the music
streaming service’s senior Arab music and culture editor. 

Spotify is the first major streaming company to launch
a program specific to the occupied Palestinian territories,
allowing local artists to reach new global audiences
despite local challenges. “As Palestinian artists, we face a
lot of restrictions. Some cannot travel to perform in

another country,” said Bashar Murad, a Palestinian singer
based in East Jerusalem, an area that Israel captured,
along with the West Bank, in a 1967 war. He said Spotify
is helping him to get his music heard. “After the launch,
my monthly followers (on Spotify) increased from 30 to
something like 6,500,” Murad added.

On-the-go
However, the lack of high-speed cellular services in

the West Bank and Gaza Strip will limit the app’s on-the-
go use. “I will have to be at home or at a cafe or a place
where there is good internet connection to be able to
upload my songs to Spotify,” said Mohammed Al-Susi, a
rap artist from Gaza who registered for Spotify last
week. The Palestinian territories are the only Arab mar-
ket included in Spotify’s regional launch that lacks 4G
broadband infrastructure, although some consumers use
speedier networks in neighboring Israel. The West Bank
launched a 3G service in late 2017, but Gaza only has a
2G service. — Reuters

Bono felt ‘emasculated’
when he lost his voice

Bono felt “emasculated” when he lost his voice. The U2
frontman had to cut short a gig in Berlin, Germany, in
September when he began to struggle due to the

smoke in the arena and he admitted people around him
were “alarmed” because he’d had no problems before
going on stage. Speaking to Q magazine, he said: “It was
emasculating. I didn’t know quite what it was. I had nothing
wrong with my voice before the show. “It wasn’t laryngitis.
That’s what made people alarmed. It was some allergic
reaction and it just turned it off. Turned off the voice.”

Despite the ‘One’ group’s years of success, the 58-year-
old singer thinks it’s taken him until now to be as “great” as
the rest of the band. He said: “I shouldn’t tell you this but
the band played some New York show in Madison Square
Garden [this year]. And I looked around and I went, ‘Oh my,
this is the most potent this band has ever been.’ “It’s not
like there was an earlier period where I thought, ‘This is
nearly as good as back then.’ This is like better. “Then I
realized they have always been very good-to-great. I heard
early Marquee shows back and realized the band, the
musicians in the band, have always been very good-to-
great, but I wasn’t. “I was a great lightning rod and front-
man but when I heard those Marquee shows from 1980, I

don’t think I was great. But I’ve caught up with them.”
At the time of the axed show in Berlin, Bono’s band-

mates Adam Clayton, Larry Mullen and The Edge posted a
message on the band’s website and admitted they were
baffled by what had happened to the singer. It said: “We’re
so sorry for tonight’s cancellation. Bono was in great form
and great voice prior to the show and we were all looking
forward to the second night in Berlin, but after a few songs,
he suffered a complete loss of voice. “We don’t know what
has happened and we’re taking medical advice. “As always,
we appreciate our audience’s understanding and all our
fans’ support in Berlin and those who travelled from afar.
We will update you very soon.”— Bang Showbiz

Bono 


