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KUWAIT: The Australian College of Kuwait (ACK)
held the graduation ceremony for a group of students
including the 16th batch of diploma and 11th batch of
bachelors of the class of 2017/2018 on Tuesday at the
Jumeirah Hotel. The graduation ceremony was held
under the patronage of Dr. Hamad Al-Azmi the
Minister of Education and Higher Education. Dr. Habib
Taher Abul, Secretary General of the Private
Universities Council, Ministry of Education and Higher
Education addressed the ceremony patronage speech
and welcomed the attendees.  

ACK President Professor Isam Zabalawi said: “We
are gathered tonight to celebrate the graduation of a
new cohort of the Australian College of Kuwait stu-
dents, and to confer upon them with their degrees as
an acknowledgement and endorsement for all the hard
work they have put in during the past few years. We
are here to honor their achievements whether joining
their predecessors in the public or private sectors, or
in pursuing their higher education or in developing
their own startups as innovators or entrepreneurs.”

“Tonight, is an occasion not only for our graduates,
but also for their families and friends, our partners
from Australia and Canada, academic faculty members,
members of our administrative body and all who are
present here,” he added. Central Queensland
University and Cape Breton University played a major
role in leading the students to receive internationally
recognized qualifications enabling them to have
opportunities to apply what they have learned and to

practice it at national, regional, and international levels.
“At ACK, the primary core value is to ‘Enable

Human Potential within a Culture of Care.’ This in con-
junction with ACK’s vision: To generate human capital
equipped with practical knowledge and employability
skills that contributes to the economic development
and welfare of Kuwait, are the underpinning pillars of
ACK. ACK is based on the principle that learning is the
vehicle that we as students, faculty members and staff
use in order to know, to do, to be and to live together
and to transform our society,” he added.

He also addressed the graduates saying that ACK is
proud of them and of the knowledge, attributes and
employability skills they have acquired, enabling you to
work in a modern and authentic environment. “At ACK,
our conducive environment energizes you to meet the
needs of the workplace and to have a positive attitude
as well as the consciousness associated with the social
and ethical responsibilities,” stressed Zabalawi.

He also thanked the parents of the graduates for
their trust in ACK. He thanked his colleagues and fac-
ulty members for performing their duties in a profes-
sional manner with dedication and for bringing with
them their own international experience and dimen-
sions. Furthermore he thanked the members of the
administrative body who work tirelessly to create and
maintain a safe and engaging learning and working
environment for everyone on campus. And he thanked
the organizing committee for this special ceremony. 

International Strategic Partners 
Rick Pierrynowski, Dean, School of Science and

Technology, Cape Breton University welcomed the
new graduates, the ACK Chairman Abdullah Al-
Sharhan, and other officials. “I know you’ve worked
very hard over the past several years to complete your
various academic programs and you are now eagerly
looking forward to the next stage of your lives. The
knowledge you’ve acquired is certainly a powerful
achievement and if you use it well, it will enable you to
have a rewarding career and to make a valuable con-
tribution to society,” he pointed out. 

“‘How to learn’ is as important as what the students
learned. The fact that you’re here today demonstrates
that you’ve successfully acquired this skill  too.
Through the determination you’ve shown, the study
methods you’ve employed and the research skills
you’ve developed you’ve demonstrated your capacity
to learn,” stated Pierrynowski.  

“No academic program, no matter how thorough,
can prepare you for every situation and challenge
you’ll face in the workplace. Technology changes;
business practices change; industries change; so there
is always something new to learn. Therefore, regardless
of where your professional interests may take you, you
will never really stop acquiring new knowledge; or
learning new skills. But in addition to your capacity to
learn you have other resources available to help you to
meet this challenge as well,” he noted. 

The graduates are well prepared at this time not
only to contribute immediately in their field of endeav-
or, but also to go forward as a lifelong learner.
“Therefore, I wish to join with your administrators,
faculty, staff, family and friends in congratulating you

on a job well done and in wishing you every success in
your future career wherever it may lead you,” conclud-
ed Pierrynowski.

Alastair Dawson- Eniro Deputy Vice Chancellor and
Vice President Central Queensland University
Australia said that he is proud to acknowledge the
graduating students who, by graduating this evening,
now embark on the next exciting phase of their lives.
This graduation marks only the beginning of the jour-
ney professionally. “What you do from this point
onwards depends on you. Your College, the Australian
College of Kuwait, has provided you with an important
boost to your professional life but what you do with
that opportunity in the future now depends upon you,”
noted Eniro. Keep in touch with your college. “It will
offer you more opportunities in the future, depending
on how you advance your career.  Find a mentor, if you
don’t already have one.  Someone who can help and
guide your career and professional development. And
importantly, build your networks. There are many
global studies which suggest that the most critical ele-
ment, after study, in building people’s careers, is the
strength of the network they build,” Eniro explained.

“Whatever path you follow from this point onward,
we know, if history is a good indicator, that most of
you will hold your time at ACK with great fondness, as
much as the staff of ACK will have valued your contri-
bution as a student of the college,” concluded Eniro.
The Bachelor Degree graduate representative and the
Diploma Degree graduate representative delivered
their speech. This was followed by the conferral of
degrees and diplomas. 
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PAI, EQUATE,
NTEC sign accord 
for renewable
energy project

Public Authority for Industry (PAI), EQUATE
Petrochemical Company, a global producer of
petrochemicals, and National Technology

Enterprise Company (NTEC) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for a renew-
able energy project at the PAI. The agreement
includes EQUATE supporting the installation of a
renewable energy facility on the roof of the PAI
through NTEC.

This MoU is in alignment with the vision of His

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah to generate 15 percent of Kuwait’s elec-
trical demand from renewable energy including
solar by 2030. The agreement was signed by PAI
Director-General  Abdulkarim Taqi, EQUATE
President and CEO Dr Ramesh Ramachandran and
NTEC Group CEO Anas Meerza. 

During the event, Taqi said: “We highly recom-
mend and encourage all and every initiative with
regards to the efficiency of the energy and power
sector that will eventually relieve the burden on
Kuwait’s power supply. PAI’s future plans include
developing clean energy units and its related tech-
nological aspects.”

“Throughout the years, PAI and EQUATE have
enjoyed a partnership to ensure the development
and progress of the industrial sector. The flourish-
ing and growth of this collaboration, which now
includes other partners, is part of making a differ-
ence in terms of implementing EQUATE’s sustain-
ability strategy that focuses on economy, society
and the environment, which covers renewable ener-

gy. We are looking forward to execute this project,
which will play a role in conserving energy and
protecting the environment.” Ramachandran said.

In addition, Meerza said, “NTEC being part of
the public sector in Kuwait is keen to bring and

implement the up-to-date technology in various
domains and mainly the renewable energy. NTEC
played a vital role to structure a state of the art set-
up and form a new model of the relationship and
partnership among various sectors.”


