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Europe urged to 
scrap ‘outdated, 
harmful’ rape laws
LONDON: European countries must overhaul
“outdated” laws that let rapists off the hook and
perpetuate a culture of victim-blaming, rights
groups said yesterday. Only eight out of 31 coun-
tries surveyed by Amnesty International define rape
as sex without consent, according to research pub-
lished on the eve of International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women.

The rest have legal definitions of rape based on
force, threat of force, coercion or the victim’s
inability to defend themselves. “Time and again,
surveys show that many people still believe it’s not
rape when the victim is drunk, wearing revealing
clothes or not physically fighting back,” said lead
researcher Anna Blus. “Sex without consent is rape,
full stop. Until governments bring their legislations
in line with this simple fact, the perpetrators of rape
will continue to get away with their crimes.”

The survey covered the 28 EU countries plus
Iceland, Norway and Switzerland. Research by the
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
suggests one in 20 women has been raped. But
rights groups say rape remains hugely underre-
ported in Europe, despite movements like #MeToo
which have spurred women to speak out about
sexual violence. The countries which define rape as
sex without consent are Belgium, Cyprus, Germany,
Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, Sweden and the
United Kingdom. —Reuters

TAMPA: Climate change is already hurting the global
economy and will cost the US hundreds of billions of
dollars annually by century’s end unless drastic action is
taken to cut carbon emissions, a major US government
report warned on Friday. “With continued growth in
emissions at historic rates, annual losses in some eco-
nomic sectors are projected to reach hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars by the end of the century-more than the
current gross domestic product (GDP) of many US
states,” the latest edition of the National Climate
Assessment said.

“Without substantial and sustained global mitigation
and regional adaptation efforts, climate change is
expected to cause growing losses to American infra-
structure and property and impede the rate of econom-
ic growth over this century,” it
added. The effects will spill
over into global trade, affect-
ing import and export prices
and US businesses with over-
seas operations and supply
chains, it added. Some of
these impacts are already
being felt in the United States,
the report said, and recent
extreme weather and climate-
related events can now be
attributed “with increasingly
higher confidence to human-caused warming.”

Compiled by more than 300 scientists, the Fourth
National Climate Assessment Volume II is a congres-
sionally mandated report that spans more than 1,000
pages. US President Donald Trump dismissed last
year’s report, and just this week appeared to confuse
weather with climate when he tweeted: “Brutal and
Extended Cold Blast could shatter ALL RECORDS -
Whatever happened to Global Warming?” Trump also
yanked the United States out of the landmark 2015
Paris climate accord, signed by more than 190 nations

to limit carbon emissions.
David Easterling, director of the technical support

unit at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s National Centers for Environmental
Information, said there had been “no external interfer-
ence” in the report. Scientists found “clear and com-
pelling evidence that global average temperature is
much higher and is rising more rapidly than anything
modern civilization has experienced,” he told reporters.
“And this warming trend can only be explained by
human activities, especially emissions of greenhouse
gases into the atmosphere.”

Cascading effects
Reporters questioned the timing of this year’s

release, which came on the
Friday after Thanksgiving, a
national holiday when many
people are traveling and
shopping.  A NOAA spokes-
woman said the report was
“out earlier than expected”
and was released ahead of
two major scientific meetings
on climate change in the com-
ing weeks. Meanwhile, the
report warned that even if
major cuts are made to harm-

ful greenhouse gases (GHGs) like carbon dioxide and
methane, the damage will linger for years. “Because
several GHGs, in particular carbon dioxide, reside in the
atmosphere for decades or longer, many climate-influ-
enced effects are projected to continue changing
through 2050, even if GHG emissions were to stop
immediately,” said the report.

Sea levels are continuing to rise, and extreme events
like heavy rain and floods continue to increase world-
wide, which will “cascade across economic sectors,”
Easterling said, warning of “substantial net damage to

the US economy.” The report said it was “very likely
that some physical and ecological impacts will be irre-
versible for thousands of years, while others will be
permanent.” The publication is designed to inform poli-
cy makers but does not make any specific recommen-
dations on actions to take.

“In light of the report’s findings, it’s critical that fed-
eral, state and local governments take aggressive action
to protect US residents by both reigning in emissions

and helping communities adapt to the climate impacts
that are now inevitable,” said Brenda Ekwurzel, the
director of climate science at the Union of Concerned
Scientists and one of the study’s authors. Rush Holt,
chief executive officer of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, said the economic warn-
ing shows that “policymakers can no longer afford to
dismiss or ignore the overwhelming scientific evidence
of climate change.” —AFP

Sea levels on the rise amid heavy rain and floods

Climate change could cost US 
‘hundreds of billions’ a year

Canada 
francophones 
gear up for fight
over education
and rights
OTTAWA: A French-language university
cancelled by Ontario’s government this
month has kindled the passions of
Canada’s francophone minority, who are
set to replay their historical rights strug-
gle. In addition to nixing the proposed
university that was to open in Toronto in
2020, the province with the largest fran-
cophone minority in the country — out-
side of Quebec — also cut funding for
francophone theater troupes.

Ontario Premier Doug Ford, the
brother of Toronto’s late crack-smoking
mayor, responded to a barrage of criti-
cism, saying the move “has nothing to do
with personal (grudges or other) against
any Franco-Ontarians.” “They’re great
people,” he told reporters. “But we also
cancelled three other universities,
English-speaking universities.” Ford
insisted that budget constraints were
behind the decision which will save
Ontario Can$80 million (US$60 million)
over seven years. But it has rattled
Ontario’s 600,000 francophones, who
represent about four percent of
Ontario’s population.

The move also drew criticism and
calls to reverse course from the federal
government and others including the
government of Quebec, where francoph-
ones are the majority. Canada’s nearly
eight million francophones represent 20
percent of its population, but most are in
Quebec. “I know personally from having
taught French in Vancouver, from having
spoken with minority communities right
across the country, how much they look
to the federal government to try and
stick up for them, regardless of what the
provinces do,” Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said.

“And we will certainly be engaged
with the provincial government to try to
ensure they do this.” His father, the later
prime minister Pierre Trudeau,
enshrined bilingual language rights in
the Constitution. Justin Trudeau’s lan-
guages minister, Melanie Joly, was
scheduled to confront her Ontario
counterpart Caroline Mulroney on the
issue Friday. Joly also announced Can$5
million for a “court challenges program”
which provides financial assistance for
important court cases that advance
constitutional rights.

Francophone groups have dusted off
their picket signs and plan to march for
their rights in 40 locations across
Ontario on December 1. “We feel
betrayed,” said Carol Jolin of the lobby
group AssemblÈe de la Francophonie de
l’Ontario. Ford had pledged during the
June election support for the new uni-
versity that was to enroll 3,000, Jolin
told AFP. “Everything was going pretty
well for francophones in Canada in

recent years,” he said. “But we’re wor-
ried now about a backsliding.”

Kicking up old feuds
The late 1960s and the two decades

that followed had marked a turning point
for Canadian francophones in their fight
to have their rights to an education and
government services in French recog-
nized. This included a Manitoba insur-
ance broker’s 1976 Supreme Court chal-
lenge of a parking ticket issued only in
English as a means to restore French lan-
guage rights in that province, and a
1990s battle against budget cuts to keep
open Ontario’s only francophone hospi-

tal, Montfort in Ottawa. French language
rights were laid out in the 1982 Charter
of Rights and Freedoms, and other laws. 

New Brunswick went the furthest,
making French one of its two official lan-
guages in 1969. But the province suf-
fered a relapse in September when a
fringe party that campaigned on slashing
“costly” French services emerged as a
potential kingmaker in an election that
failed to secure a majority. Trudeau’s
Liberals have sought to make the rights
row an election issue in 2019, as Ford’s
government is closely allied with the fed-
eral opposition Conservatives and their
leader Andrew Scheer. —AFP

OTTAWA: Christmas decorations adorn a lamppost outside a post office in
downtown Ottawa. —AFP

Short, sharp shock 
of a no-deal Brexit
LONDON: A London fine wine merchant this
week became the latest business to announce
stockpiling in case Britain splits from the
European Union without a deal in March. The
draft withdrawal deal reached by the two
sides has not entirely removed the prospects
because of deep divisions in both Britain and
the EU. Doom-and-gloom predictions about
life after a “no-deal” Brexit are plentiful and
highly politically charged. The truth is no-one
can say with certainty what happens if the
divorce arrangements London and Brussels
hope to sign off on Sunday are ripped up by
the EU or UK parliament. But here are some
things London is telling Britons to brace for
in the first days of a worst-case scenario.

Rip-off roaming
We check our mobiles constantly and this

is where people could notice things first. Free
roaming would no longer apply and UK
mobile phone operators can start charging
extra for subscribers who pop off to “the
Continent”. London is also urging people in
Britain’s Northern Ireland to watch out for
“inadvertent roaming” when straying too
close to the EU border in Ireland.

Grounded at Heathrow 
Heathrow and other big airports can be a

nightmare at the best of times. But planes
getting grounded when Brexit strikes at

2300 GMT on March 29 because airlines
lose their licences would create chaos that
ripples across the world. London says it
would “envisage” granting European carriers
special permission to keep flying - and that it
would “expect” the 27 EU countries to do
the same.

Forms, forms, forms
Prepare to start signing your name. A lot.

Thousands of companies that do business
with Europe would have to fill out reams of
customs and duties declarations. Tourists
who want to rent a car may need to get inter-
national driving permits because their UK
licences become invalid. And even pets might
need to jump through new administrative
hoops that require them to get new pass-
ports. People might want to check theirs as
well. Those that expire within six months of
travel might need to be renewed in advance.

Drug dilemma
Things turn more serious for those who

rely on medication. Officials are talking to
drug companies about creating a six-week
“buffer stock” on top of the three-month one
they already have in place. This should help
cover any short-term disruptions at the bor-
der. Britain will also waive the need for EU
firms to re-test their drugs under new rules.

Shoppers beware
That one-click purchase at your favorite

online store might start looking slightly less
tempting. The government says “increased
costs and slower processing times” for pay-

ments made in euros are a possibility. Parcel
deliveries could get more expensive because
waivers for certain import and sales taxes
would expire.

Flicks and tunes 
Catching up on the latest Netflix releases

while coasting on a high-speed Eurostar train
may suddenly become a whole lot harder.
Britons could theoretically lose access to
streaming services - everything from Spotify
to Amazon Prime - while abroad because the
UK would no longer be in Europe’s “digital

single market”. And the Eurostar service itself
might be in trouble because old licenses of
UK train operators in Europe will be invalid.

Meat pies
Britons are proud of their Stilton cheese

and Scotch whisky. But the status of every-
thing from Cornish pasties to Melton
Mowbray pork pies will be up in the air
because they will lose their “geographical
indication” status in Europe. Britain’s 86 GI-
protected products make up a quarter all its
food and drink exports. —AFP

BRUSSELS: EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and British Prime
Minister Theresa May leave after a press briefing during a meeting at the EU
Headquarters in Brussels.  —AFP
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UN grants sanctions 
exemption for Korea 
railway survey
SEOUL: The UN Security Council has granted a sanctions
exemption for the two Koreas to jointly conduct a survey on
reconnecting railways across their border, a spokesman for the
South Korean presidency said yesterday. The two Koreas last
month agreed to start the survey no later than late October and
to hold the groundbreaking ceremony sometime between late
November and early December, as the countries pursue a rec-
onciliation drive. But the possibility of the project running up
against UN sanctions imposed on North Korea over its nuclear
programs has caused delays. “It is significant that this project
has received support from the United States and international
community”, said Kim Eui-Gyeom, spokesman for the presi-
dential Blue House in Seoul. Railway experts from both sides
will criss-cross the country on survey trains together, Kim said
in a statement, adding that the process will “bring inter-Korean
cooperation to a new level”. Yonhap news agency said the
South was expected to bring fuel for train locomotives, and
other unspecified materials for the survey in the North.

Delivering fuel to North Korea could potentially have been
in breach of a UN cap limiting imports to 500,000 barrels a
year. US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said Tuesday any
inter-Korean rapprochement had to move forward “in tan-
dem” with efforts to denuclearize the peninsula, and could not
come sooner. US president Donald Trump and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un held a historic summit in Singapore earli-
er this year, signing a vaguely worded deal on denucleariza-
tion. But since then, talks on denuclearization have stalled,
with meetings either deemed unproductive, pushed back or
cancelled altogether. —Reuters

CALIFORNIA: Vehicles are stuck on a road after being trapped by a mudslide on California Highway 58 in
Mojave after torrential rains swamped the area and forced drivers and passengers to flee on foot. —AFP


