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Acid attacks, beatings, 
crowdfunding: ABC of 
Thai domestic violence
BANGKOK: Assaulted with acid by her husband as she
slept, Chorlada Tarawan died hours later, refused treat-
ment by a Bangkok hospital as a final indictment of her
worth. Brutalized in life, ignored in her hour of pressing
need, Chorlada has galvanized Thailand in death and
become a symbol of the pervasive and persistent vio-
lence so many Thai women face. Activists protested
with her coffin outside the hospital, and petitioned the
health ministry to investigate the hospital’s “moral neg-
ligence”. The husband has been arrested, said police
officials, under pressure to act after a surge in grisly
stories about male-on-female violence.

“To be abused by her husband, then denied by the
hospital shows how we treat abuse victims,” said Jadet
Chaowilai, director of advocacy group Women and
Men Progressive Movement Foundation. “Everyone
failed her. Particularly the society that regards domestic
violence as a private matter, and tells women to stay
quiet,” he said, ahead of Sunday’s International Day for
the Elimination of Violence against Women. The statis-
tics make for grim reading. One in three women around
the world has experienced physical and/or sexual vio-
lence by their partner, according to the World Health
Organization.

Of women who were victims of homicide in 2012,
nearly half were killed by intimate partners or family
members, it said. Yet women who experience violence
are often blamed and their testimonies doubted, said
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, executive director of
United Nations Women. “Fear of reprisals, of not being
believed, and the stigma borne by the survivor have

silenced the voices of millions of survivors of violence
and masked the true extent of women’s continued hor-
rific experiences,” she said in a statement.

Silent epidemic
Across the world, women of all ages endure violence

despite legislation to prevent it. Male-dominated soci-
eties and deep-rooted traditions are often blamed -
whatever the cause, the same pattern of degradation
repeats. In Mauritania, violence against women is seen
as an act of love and an accepted practice among some
ethnic groups. In Britain, the government has proposed
new measures including electronic monitoring devices
for abusers to tackle the “silent national health epidem-
ic” of domestic abuse. Russia last year eased some
penalties for domestic violence, while a long-awaited
law in Morocco does not go far enough to protect
women from abuse, activists say. In Thailand, the
Domestic Violence Victim Act was enacted in 2007,
vowing harsher punishments for abusers and better
protection for women.

But this has not proved a major deterrent, as few
cases are reported, said Busayapa Srisompong, a
lawyer and founder of a non-profit that helps victims of
domestic abuse. Busayapa, herself a survivor of domes-
tic violence, said even she had struggled to file her
complaint, with the police advising her to “go back and
work things out”. She persisted and won her case, but
that is rare. “Domestic violence has been normalized
and justified for so long that even the few women who
dare to speak up and go to the police are discouraged
from filing a report,” she said.

“Even in court, the prosecutor will often tell the vic-
tim to go back to her husband for the sake of the family.
Imagine the effect it has on a traumatized woman,” she
said. There is scant official Thai data on violence
against women. A survey of about 2,500 Thai women in
four provinces showed one in six women faced intimate
partner violence, according to a study by researcher
Montakarn Chuemchit at the Chulalongkorn University

in Bangkok, published earlier this year. But nearly 90
percent of rape cases go unreported, according to a
study published last year by UN Women.

Private matter
Local media have carried a slew of stories detailing

graphic attacks on women, a phenomenon that appears
to be on the rise. Earlier this week, a man was arrested
for killing his pregnant wife and mutilating her body. In
June, a man confessed he had beaten his ex-girlfriend
with a hammer, then cut her body into pieces and dis-
posed of them in a wooded part of Bangkok. The same
month, two men separately shot their ex-girlfriends to
death in public. One man beat his girlfriend live on
Facebook. In another case that made headlines, a man
sued his ex-girlfriend for defamation after she wrote on
social media that she had suffered abuse. She did not
name her abuser, yet the man sued her in a provincial
court. His lawyer told the judge that domestic violence
was “a private matter,” said Busayapa, who represented
the woman. —Reuters

NARATHIWAT, Thailand: Participants march on a street
during a demonstration urging to stop violence against
women and children, in Narathiwat. —AFP

Ahead of Nigeria’s 
election, opposition 
weaponizes soldier 
deaths, bloodshed 
LAGOS: Hundreds of Nigerian soldiers
have been killed in recent months by
Islamist militants who the president
vowed to defeat when voted into power
in 2015 - and the bloodshed has become
a useful weapon for opponents aiming to
topple him in coming elections.
Muhammadu Buhari’s administration has
been largely silent about the fighting in
the northeast as, in battle after battle, sol-
diers have died. On Thursday Buhari’s
political opponents disclosed that 44 sol-
diers had been killed in an attack in the
village of Metele, in the northeastern state
of Borno, on Sunday.

The move is calculated to undermine

the security credentials of the president
as he seeks a second term in three
months’ time, say politics and security
analysts. Buhari is a former military gen-
eral and commander-in-chief who came
to power promising to defeat the insur-
gents and whose administration has
claimed for years to have beaten Boko
Haram and Islamic State West Africa
(ISWA). The candidate for the opposition
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) is Atiku
Abubakar, a businessman and former vice
president seeking to topple Buhari.

The Senate president, Bukola Saraki, is
also PDP and tightly controls the upper
house of parliament, which suspended its
session on Thursday to honour the fallen
after announcing the deaths. The PDP
“are playing politics with conflict,” said
Idayat Hassan, director of the Abuja-
based Centre for Democracy and
Development. “They know elections can
be won or lost based on the issue of
security,” she said. “Many people will be
very angry. The government has made no
statement, they have not confirmed it, so

it will be taken as another attempt to deny
that the Boko Haram insurgency has not
been completely defeated.”

A PDP spokesman did not immediately
respond to a request for comment. A
Nigerian presidency spokesman said the
military would issue a statement. In a
statement posted late on Friday on its
Facebook page, the army confirmed that
troops were attacked in Metele on
Sunday. “Several social media, print and
online publications have been brandishing
false casualty figures,” it said in the state-
ment, without disclosing the number of
those killed or injured.

‘Failing strategy’
Attacks by Boko Haram in the run-up

to the last election in 2015 weakened
then-president Goodluck Jonathan and
helped Buhari to defeat him at the polls.
The course of the conflict now appears
to be turning in favor of Islamist militants
fighting fatigued, ill-equipped troops.
The attack in Metele was carried out by
ISWA and killed around 100 Nigerian

soldiers, four security sources told
Reuters on Thursday. 

Islamic State claimed responsibility
for the attack, and others in northeast
Nigeria in recent days. “This is a legiti-
mate campaign issue,” said Matthew
Page, an associate fellow with Chatham
House’s Africa Program. “The military
strategy in the northeast has been fail-
ing,” he said. “This type of failure to exert
control over the national territory isn’t
sustainable in the long run. It reflects
really poorly on the incumbent president
with the man on the street.” —Reuters

Atiku Abubakar

Surge in strength? 
Questions asked 
over Boko Haram 
LAGOS: Increasing numbers of Boko Haram
attacks against troops have raised questions about
the group’s current strength, capability and sup-
port, as Nigeria’s main opposition seized on mount-
ing casualties to criticize the government’s record
on security before next year’s election. AFP has
reported at least 17 attempts to overrun army bases
since July, most of them in the remote northeast
state of Borno, which has been the epicentre of the
nine-year conflict. A strike this weekend on a base
in Metele village, near the border with Niger, killed
at least 44, according to security sources, although
unconfirmed reports put the death toll much higher.

More than 27,000 people have been killed since
2009 and some 1.8 million are still homeless, while
aid agencies are battling the humanitarian fall-out
of the fighting. Nigeria’s President Muhammadu
Buhari made defeating the Islamist insurgents a key
plank of his 2015 election campaign and has said
the jihadists were “technically defeated”. But the
repeated attacks, many of which have been claimed
by the IS-backed Boko Haram faction, the Islamic
State West Africa Province (ISWAP), have cast
doubt on the truth of that claim.

Regional threat
Security analysts tracking the conflict said more

attacks were expected in the run-up to February 16
next year, when Nigerians go to the polls to elect a
new president and parliament. But Yan St-Pierre, a
counter-terrorism specialist with the Modern
Security Consulting Group (MOSECON) in Berlin,
said there were implications beyond Nigeria’s bor-
ders. The intensity and regularity of recent attacks
indicated ISWAP now had “a capacity for sus-
tained warfare” and “a significant number of fight-
ers and materials” at its disposal.

Asked whether that meant external support from
IS remnants from elsewhere, he told AFP: “Without
a doubt.” He added: “ISWAP’s attacks occur
against military and foreign targets with increasing
frequency in Nigeria, Chad and Niger, with an
increasing presence in Cameroon.” That “not only
demonstrates that ISWAP has the capacity and the
mobility to successfully organise attacks in multiple
areas but that its interests are fully regional”, he
said. “Put in the context of expanding IS activity in
the Sahel - especially eastwards - this regional
focus is an important change that affects ISWAP
military operations.”

Political capital 
Seven local employees of a French drilling firm

and a government official were killed in southeast
Niger on Thursday when suspected Boko Haram
gunmen stormed their compound. Eight Chadian
soldiers were killed in an attack in the Lake Chad
region last month. Both areas are known hotspots
for Boko Haram activity. Nigeria’s government and
military have not commented publicly on the latest
deaths in Metele and have strongly denied previ-
ous reports of heavy casualties. But Buhari’s main
challenger at next February’s election, Atiku
Abubakar of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP),
sent a condolence message to the families of those
who were killed.

He said the losses were “a clear sign that our
troops need to be better funded and better
equipped”, after soldiers complained of being over-
stretched and under-resourced. On Thursday night,
Senate leader Bukola Saraki, a Buhari critic who
defected from the ruling All Progressives Congress
(APC) to the PDP earlier this year, also spoke out
about the deaths. He announced that a delegation of
senators would travel to the northeast to visit front-
line troops, as others in the party questioned the
effectiveness of the counter-insurgency. “It is time
that we face the reality that Boko Haram is not tech-
nically defeated,” said Peter Ayodele Fayose, a for-
mer state governor and leading PDP figure. —AFP

LAGOS: The Islamic State group has claimed to have
killed 118 people in its self-styled West Africa province
in the last week, after a series of attacks against military
bases in northeast Nigeria that have raised fears of a
resurgent Boko Haram. The Islamist militant group said
in a video posted online that it conducted five opera-
tions in Chad and Nigeria between November 15 and
21, according to the SITE Intelligence Group, which
monitors jihadist activity.

No other details were given but the claim follows
recent attacks on army bases in Borno state, northeast
Nigeria, which has been the epicenter of the deadly
nine-year conflict. Security sources said at least 44 sol-
diers were killed in an attack in Metele village, near the
border with Niger, on Sunday, although one soldier
who escaped gave a higher toll.

“The truth is we lost more than 100 men because we
were quickly routed,” he said on condition of anonymi-
ty from the Borno state capital, Maiduguri, on Friday.
“We were outgunned, so we tried to fight. We realized
it was unrealistic so we decided to leave.” Most of the
soldiers were killed as the trucks they were in tried to
crash through a perimeter fence at the base but got
stuck. Senior officers were among the dead, he added.
Even a search team that came to find the bodies of fall-
en soldiers on Tuesday was attacked, the soldier said.

Regional threat
AFP has reported at least 17 attempts to overrun

army bases since July. Many have been claimed by the
IS-backed Boko Haram faction, Islamic State West
Africa Province (ISWAP). Security analysts said more
attacks were expected in the run-up to February 16,
when Nigerians go to the polls to elect a new president
and parliament. But Yan St-Pierre, a counter-terrorism
specialist with the Modern
Security Consulting Group,
said there were implications
beyond Nigeria’s borders. The
intensity and regularity of
recent attacks indicated
ISWAP now had “a capacity
for sustained warfare” and “a
significant number of fighters
and materials” at its disposal.

Asked whether that meant
external support from IS rem-
nants from elsewhere, he told
AFP: “Without a doubt.” He added: “ISWAP’s attacks
occur against military and foreign targets with increas-
ing frequency in Nigeria, Chad and Niger, with an
increasing presence in Cameroon.” That “not only
demonstrates that ISWAP has the capacity and the

mobility to successfully organise attacks in multiple
areas but that its interests are fully regional”, he said.
“Put in the context of expanding IS activity in the Sahel
- especially eastwards - this regional focus is an impor-
tant change that affects ISWAP military operations.”

Political capital 
More than 27,000 people have been killed since the

insurgency began in 2009 and
some 1.8 million are stil l
homeless, as aid agencies bat-
tle the humanitarian fall-out of
the fighting. President
Muhammadu Buhari, who was
elected in 2015 on a pledge to
defeat Boko Haram, has
claimed the jihadists were
“technically defeated”. The
recent attacks have cast
doubt on that assertion and
the main opposition Peoples

Democratic Party (PDP) is questioning Buhari’s security
record.

PDP presidential candidate Atiku Abubakar sent a
condolence message to the families of those who were
killed and said the losses were “a clear sign that our

troops need to be better funded and better equipped”.
Soldiers have complained of being over-stretched and
under-resourced. Senate leader Bukola Saraki said a
delegation of senators would travel to the northeast to
visit frontline troops, as others questioned the effec-
tiveness of the counter-insurgency. Peter Ayodele
Fayose, a former state governor and leading PDP figure,
added: “It is time that we face the reality that Boko
Haram is not technically defeated.”

Public opinion
Amaechi Nwokolo, a security analyst at the Roman

Institute of Security Studies in Abuja, said the insur-
gency had become politicized. “Now, as election season
and Christmas approach, we are likely to see an
upsurge in attacks. These terrorists are not dumb. They
will certainly want to create chaos around the election.”
Political analyst Chris Ngwodo said the PDP would
likely want to make capital out of the current situation
but added it had not translated into a loss of support
for Buhari or the APC. “I can’t see that these attacks
have shifted public opinion here,” he said from
Maiduguri. “Borno still feels like Buhari territory. “The
opposition will look for chinks in the armor of the ruling
party but I don’t know if they can generate the kind of
traction from these kinds of incidents.” —AFP

At least 44 soldiers die in an attack near Niger border

Islamic State claims 118 killed in 
self-styled ‘West Africa province’

Nigerian army 
bases attacked

Nigeria mulls arming 
the highway police;
but would guns and 
traffic chaos mix?
LAGOS: From dealing with daily traffic snarls and pot-
holes to unruly drivers in rickety vehicles with expired
documents, Nigeria’s highway patrol officers have a lot
on their plate. At the same time, they have to face the
risks from armed robbers who attack unsuspecting
road users idling in monster traffic jams. But an increase
in crime on the roads has sparked fresh debate over
whether members of the Federal Road Safety Corps
(FRSC) should be allowed to carry firearms. The chief
marshal of the FRSC, Boboye Oyeyemi, has said some
70 operatives were either shot dead by robbers or
knocked down by hit-and-run drivers in 2016.

Those deaths would have been prevented if his

operatives had guns, he claimed. FRSC spokesman Bisi
Kazeem said officials were legally entitled to do so.
“The provision is there in the FRSC Act but the govern-
ment has to approve and gazette it before it can be
implemented,” he said. Nevertheless, industry sources
said an armoury had been built for the agency in the
capital, Abuja, should the green light be given. Last
year, the lower chamber of parliament, House of
Representatives passed a resolution urging the govern-
ment to procure weapons for the road marshals. 

Guns are symbol of power
Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country of more

than 180 million people, returned to civilian rule in
1999 after decades of military rule. Politicians having
replaced generals are in charge of the country. But
uniforms are still everywhere-and many of those who
wear them are armed. They include the army, navy
and airforce, the police, customs, immigration and
prison service, officers from the anti-drug agency and
the civil defense corps. Some believe adding to the
list is a recipe for disaster-particularly for anyone
dealing with Nigeria’s hot-headed and frequently
frustrated motorists under the tropical  sun.

Opponents believe it will further militarize the coun-
try and aggravate tensions, as security forces deal
with threats from Boko Haram jihadists or violence
between herders and farmers. —AFP

LAGOS: Motorists wait in a traffic jam under banners bearing
a portrait of Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari. From
dealing with daily traffic snarls and potholes to unruly driv-
ers in rickety vehicles with expired documents, Nigeria’s
highway patrol officers have a lot on their plate. —AFP


