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Minister of Justice, Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
Fahd Al-Afasi was in Khartoum on Tuesday to
participate in the meetings of Arab justice

ministers. The minister told Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) that Kuwait submitted a draft law to prevent
hate speech to the meeting and stressed that the pro-
posal, once approved, will promote the integration and
establishment of an Arab unit.

The Executive Office of the Council of Arab
Ministers of Justice was held in the Sudanese capital
with the participation of Kuwait and other Arab coun-
tries such as Jordan, Iraq, Qatar, Comoros, Tunisia and
Saudi Arabia. I believe that it is good that Kuwait made
the effort to present such a project and I hope that it
will be implemented in practical terms soon, because
the discourse of hatred and extremism has become evi-
dent globally and poses a threat to the lives of innocent
people. 

Therefore, I believe collective action is required to
counter groups that benefit from all means of technolo-
gy and information today to promote ideas of hatred
and hostility against different beliefs and ideas, and not
necessarily other religions. The term ‘hate speech’ has
become widely known and become very influential in
Arab societies, and is expanding at a time when soci-
eties are heavily dependent on social media such as
Facebook, Twitter and other e-communities to shape or
reshape opinions, especially young people.

The second thing here is that the choice of Sudan is
correct and wise because Sudan is about to enter a
new stage to strengthen its economy. It’s about time. In
1993, Washington placed Khartoum on the list of state
sponsors of terrorism on the pretext of supporting mili-
tant Islamist groups and bombed industrial facilities in
Khartoum in 1998. The impact of this on the Sudanese
economy lead to a shortage in foreign currencies, as
international banks refrained from making transfers
from Sudanese banks. 

The lifting of the name of Sudan from the list by
Washington will be a message to all investors to sup-
port the economy of Sudan and take advantage of the
many resources of the country without restrictions,
and clearly the Sudanese government has been work-
ing on this matter. I also believe the support of Arab
countries such as Kuwait and other GCC states is
essential for speeding up this process. There is an
opportunity for all now.

This month, the Sudanese foreign ministry
announced that Washington and Khartoum have agreed
to start the second phase of a strategic dialogue with
the aim of lifting Sudan from the list of countries sup-
porting terrorism. Economists say Sudan’s presence on
the list of state sponsors of terrorism with Iran, North
Korea and Syria is keeping investors and foreign banks
away from dealing with it.

The administration of US President Donald Trump
has announced its willingness to remove Sudan from
the list of countries supporting terrorism if Khartoum
carries out further reforms. The meeting is over now,
but recommendations must start and the media must
play its role as one team, whether owned by the gov-
ernment or the private sector.

Moreover, reconsideration of educational curricula
is also an important issue, and should be free of ideas
or topics that encourage hate or extremist tendencies. I
believe that media and education have a key role in
leading and spreading hateful ideas. Nowadays, media
channels are often used for insulting and slandering for
political reasons, making hate media a tool of war and a
threat to the lives of innocent people that endangers
peaceful societies. 

I think the road may seem long to achieve such calls,
but this is a successful start.
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Gender-based violence is an affliction that has no
place in civilized society.  It is a scourge that
affects women of every race and ethnicity, every

social class and religion, and in every country around the
world.  We must work together to eliminate it.

Each year, on November 25, we commemorate the
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against
Women and observe 16 Days of Activism against gen-
der-based violence, culminating in Human Rights Day on
December 10.  The United Nations General Assembly
established this day in 1999 to create a global platform
for governments, organizations, and individuals around
the world to mobilize and to call attention to the urgent
need to end gender-based violence, in all its forms.

Gender-based violence occurs in the United States, in
Kuwait, and in every other nation.  Globally, an estimated
one in three women worldwide have been beaten,
coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in their lifetime.
Women and girls who seek help often have few
resources and little recourse to assist them.  Sadly, many
are returned to their abusive situations due to a lack of
resources, training, and legislation to protect them.

The impact of gender-based violence extends beyond
the immediate victims and their families and friends.  It
also has a profoundly adverse effect on the progress of
health, the justice system, the economy, and international
security across societies globally.

We encourage all segments of society to join together
to eradicate gender-based violence.  This require laws
and the implementation of those laws in all countries to
bring the perpetrators to justice.  With such efforts, we
can reach the worthy goal of the elimination of violence
against women.  

Eliminating violence
against women 

By US Ambassador
Lawrence Silverman

Op-Ed

Govt failed to implement replacement
policy for 15 years: Lawmaker

Total number of workers grows by 3 percent annually: MP
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Member of the parlia-
ment’s human resources develop-
ment committee MP Safaa Al-
Hashem said the ‘replacement poli-
cy’ was not put into practice
although it had been approved 15
years ago, adding that the commit-
tee will take serious measures
towards what she described as ‘the
government’s stalling in this regard.’
She was referring to the policy of
replacing expatriate labor with
national manpower in the public
and private sectors, in a bid to
rebalance the state’s demographics.
Hashem said Saudi Arabia and
Oman are much ahead compared to
Kuwait in executing similar policies.

“Had the government done the
same, we would not find a non-
Kuwait employee in the government
sector by now,” she underlined, not-
ing that this goal can easily be

reached within five years. Hashem
urged the Ministry of Interior (MoI)
and Ministry of Social Affairs and
Labor (MSAL) to put an end to visa
trafficking and set a five-year limit
for expat workers to remain in
Kuwait.  Meanwhile, MP Mohammed
Al-Dallal said the demographic
imbalance issue was snowballing and
that the total number of workers is
growing annually by 3 percent,
“which leads to overcrowded streets
and traffic congestions, needless to
mention the load on security forces
with the presence of over 3 million
expats in the country compared to
only 1.3 million citizens.”

Legislative committee
In other news, the parliament’s

legal and legislative affairs commit-
tee is scheduled to meet tomorrow
to discuss seven items on its agenda
including reaching a final solution
for all applications made to obtain

Kuwaiti citizenship and another
proposal filed by five lawmakers to
establish a Sabah Al-Ahmad
Generations Fund. Meanwhile, the
committee assigned to investigate
the aftermath of the recent heavy
rain will meet today to discuss con-
cerned bodies’ readiness for such
weather and their reaction during
the rain. 

Temporary marquees
Kuwait Municipality Director

Ahmed Al-Manfouhi said a new
charter on licensing temporary mar-
quees and tents is being prepared
to include all the needed fees, loca-
tions and conditions before refer-
ring it to the Municipal Council.
Responding to an inquiry by
Municipal Council member Maha
Al-Baghli concerning these tents,
Manfouhi said they are currently
licensed by only paying insurance
without any fees. 

Retirees’ numbers
The Public Institution For Social

Security (PIFFS) said that the total
number of retirees receiving KD
2,000 in monthly pension is 15,275
citizens, those receiving KD 1,000-
2,000 number 73,057, while those
receiving less than KD 1,000 are
34,356. The above statistics were
included in a response by Finance
Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf to an
inquiry by MP Khalil Abdullah.
Statistics also showed that the total
social security subscriptions col-
lected during the fiscal year 2016-
2017 amounted to KD
2,000,057,506. Hajraf added that
chapter one of the social security
law regulates the categories deserv-
ing the pension once an employee
dies regardless of nationality.

Robots’ surgeries
Director of Sabah Al-Ahmad

Urology Center Dr Fauzi Abul said

that 73 surgeries were conducted at
the center using robots this year,
adding that robots make it easier
for surgeons to conduct minute sur-
geries on prostate and kidney
tumors. Abul added that the center
has received 7,590 patients this
year, adding that a new male sterili-
ty clinic was opened at the center
where an open day awareness
activity was held about prostate
cancer. 

Books’ ban
Rejecting decisions by the infor-

mation ministry to ban several
books, the appeals court issued
new rules stating that the ban is not
effective in some decisions. The
court upheld rulings of the court of
first instance to cancel ministry deci-
sions to ban some books in Kuwait,
Al-Qabas reported yesterday quot-
ing informed sources, who added that
“we are living in an open world and a

different era, so simple mistakes that
the censorship authorities see do not
require banning.” Meanwhile, the
sources said the administrative courts
backed the information ministry’s
decisions in some cases, while some
final rulings are pending. Some
authors said on social media that
censorship has gone too far and MPs
must move because “we are a coun-
try of freedoms.”

MP Safaa Al-Hashem

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works and Minister of
State for Municipal Affairs Hussam Al-Roumi said
Friday that the government emergency committee had
assigned several state bodies to handle the upcoming
rainfall in Kuwait. He added that the committee affirmed
that responsible government authorities were ready to
handle any possible floods and heavy rains, adding that
emergency teams were in position. The minister added
that teams from various government bodies, the Kuwait
National Guard (KNG), the army, and others were pre-
pared to address any emergencies, especially in flood-

hit areas such as the Sabah Al-Ahmad city as well as
the middle and southern to mid-southern regions of the
country.  Meanwhile, Ministry of Electricity and Water’s
Undersecretary Fuad Al-Aoun said that all power sta-
tions and water networks are operating properly ahead
of the expected rainfall in Kuwait. He added that emer-
gency teams were ready to address any situation creat-
ed by the expected heavy rainfall and floods. The gov-
ernment is following on the latest developments con-
cerning the weather conditions, affirmed the official.

Kuwait Meteorological Department of the General
Directorate of Civil Aviation expected the country to
continue to be affected by volatility in weather condi-
tions based on updates and ongoing developments,
satellite images and radar weather. Meteorological
observer Abdul-Aziz Al-Qarawi said that the weather
starts to gradually improve starting from this evening,
calling on citizens and residents to follow the weather
bulletin to get more updates about the weather con-
dition. — KUNA

Emergency committee
ready for expected
rainfall: Minister

KUWAIT: A thunderbolt lights up the sky during a recent thunderstorm. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A vehicle impounded for reckless driving.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A citizen told police he saw a vehicle that
appeared in a video clip with its driver driving reck-
lessly. Traffic patrols followed the vehicle until it was
parked in a Sulaibiya garage, where the driver was
arrested and the vehicle impounded.

Drug user caught
Police arrested a drug user who was with his girl-

friend while driving a stolen car, as he collided with a
police patrol and almost ran over policemen, Al-Rai

reported. The arrest was made when he drove through
a checkpoint, so he was pursued. He refused to pull
over and hid under a car shade, then attempted to drive
off and hit the patrol car several times after failing to
run over the policemen. He was then cut off and arrest-
ed. He was found under the influence of drugs. The
woman with him was also arrested after being found
wanted on several cases. The car they were in was
reported stolen. Separately, a drunken man insulted
policemen while attempting to escape in Farwaniya.
Police found illicit material on him after he was con-
trolled. He was sent to concerned authorities.

Thief busted
Taima detectives arrested a thief who targeted the

cars of cafe patrons and stole expensive items from them,
reported Al-Rai. The suspect’s actions were recorded by
a camera in a nearby shop, enabling detectives to identify
him. Detectives waited for him in a cafe he frequented
most often, then arrested him. The suspect confessed to
committing the thefts, but gave no reason for his action.

ROME: Chief of Staff of the Italian Air Force Lieutenant
General Alberto Rosso has emphasized the significance
of Kuwait-Italian military cooperation in serving and
enhancing international peace and security. In statements
on the occasion of the graduation of seven Kuwaiti fight-
er pilots from the flying training school at Galatina
Airbase in the city of Lecce early this week, Rosso said
the growing number of Kuwaiti graduates from Italian
military schools gives impetus to the already flourishing
military relations between the two friendly countries. He
underlined the importance of building capacities of
human element in modern defense systems to be able to
use the cutting-edge technologies.

The Kuwaiti graduates had mastered the modern
technologies during their study at the “Squadron 61 at
the world-class Galatina airbase through an integrated
training curriculum that used the latest” simulation
devices on the ground, he said. He added that this cur-
riculum is one of the components of training programs on
the latest aircraft (346 I) to master the fourth generation
of Eurofighter Typhoon and the fifth generation of (F35)
aircraft.

To develop its defense capabilities, Kuwait had pur-
chased a number of the Eurofighter Typhoon aircraft, he
said, describing it as a “spectacular aircraft serving the
Italian Air Force and is considered the backbone of the
Air Force in Europe.” He concluded that the graduated
Kuwaiti pilots would benefit from the training they got in
Italy in defending Kuwait and its airspace. — KUNA
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