
Zverev shocks
Federer to reach
final of ATP Finals
LONDON: Alexander Zverev beat Roger
Federer 7-5, 7-6 (7/5) yesterday to reach the
title decider at the ATP Finals in a match that
ended in confusion and high drama.

The 21-year-old German, leading the charge
of the new generation against the old guard, is
now just one win away from the biggest title of
his career but the Swiss must wait for a tilt at his
100th tournament victory.

The end of the match was overshadowed by
an unusual incident, Zverev stopping a rally with
Federer leading 4-3 in the second-set tie-break
after a ballboy dropped a ball, forcing the point
to be replayed.

Zverev won the point with an ace and nudged

into a 5-4 lead before Federer inexplicably net-
ted with a simple forehand volley to hand the
German two set points, the second of which he
took on his own serve.

Immediately after the match finished there
were boos from the pro-Federer crowd at
London’s O2 Arena and on-court interviewer
Annabel Croft told them to be “more respectful”
as Zverev had been playing by the rules.

“First of all I want to apologise for the situa-
tion in the tie-break,” said the German. “The ball
boy dropped the ball and it is the rules we have
to stop the point.”

“I’m unbelievably proud,” added the world
number five. “My team and me have been work-
ing so hard for this. “I’m a little bit upset now
about how it all ended, I didn’t want it to end that
way, but hopefully I’ll have many more great
matches here.” Serve dominated the first set of a
high-class match, with neither player able to
make serious inroads, Zverev sending down how-
itzers around the 140 miles-per-hour (225 kilo-
metres per hour) mark.

Six-time champion Federer, 37, and third seed

Zverev both showed a willingness to get to the
net in a match featuring power and guile.

The Swiss veteran eventually faltered in the
12th game of the opening set, watching helplessly
as Zverev zipped a magnificent passing shot past
him down the line on his way to breaking to love.

The second seed regrouped and drew first
blood in the second set, breaking in the third
game with a thunderous backhand down the line
that drew enormous cheers from the partisan
crowd.

But the frustrated 20-time Grand Slam winner
could not consolidate his position, losing the next
game as Zverev levelled at 2-2.

Federer’s level slipped as his young opponent
stayed focused but he clung on to take the set to
a tie-break. The tie-break went with serve until
the 10th point, when Federer netted to hand
Zverev a mini-break-an advantage he did not
squander.

Zverev, who already has three Masters series
titles under his belt in his short career, is the
youngest finalist at the event since Juan Martin
del Potro in 2009. — AFP
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Irving nets 43, leads Celtics past Raptors 
BOSTON: Kyrie Irving scored a season-best 43 points,
including four in overtime, and added 11 assists as the
Boston Celtics came back to defeat the visiting Toronto
Raptors 123-116 on Friday night. The Celtics, who had lost
four of their previous six games, handed the Raptors their
third straight loss after a 12-1 start. The teams have split
their first two games this season. Jayson Tatum added 21
points, Gordon Hayward had 15 and Marcus Morris and
Al Horford had 11 each for the Celtics. Kawhi Leonard led
the Raptors with 31 points and 15 rebounds. Serge Ibaka
added 21 points, Pascal Siakam 16, Kyle Lowry 14 while
Jonas Valanciunas and Danny Green each had 11 for the
Raptors. The Raptors, who led by as many as 10 points in
the third quarter, took a four-point edge into the fourth
before Irving took over, scoring 19 in the period to help
the Celtics take the game into overtime.

76ERS 113, JAZZ 107
Jimmy Butler scored 28 points in his home debut to

lead Philadelphia past Utah. Butler was 12 of 15 from the
field and the Sixers improved to 8-0 at home this season
while extending their home winning streak to 18 dating to
last season. Joel Embiid added 23 points, JJ Redick had 16
and Amir Johnson 11 for the Sixers. Donovan Mitchell led
the Jazz with 31 points but shot 13-for-35 from the field
and 1-for-11 from 3-point range. Joe Ingles added 14
while Derrick Favors and Ricky Rubio had 13 apiece.
Rudy Gobert contributed 12 points and 10 rebounds.

TIMBERWOLVES 112, TRAIL BLAZERS 96
Andrew Wiggins led six Minnesota players in double

figures with 23 points in a romp past visiting Portland.
Derrick Rose scored 17 points, Robert Covington and
Karl-Anthony Towns added 14 each, Jeff Teague had 13
and Taj Gibson contributed 12 for the Timberwolves, who
won their third straight game and avenged a 111-81 defeat
at Portland on Nov 4. CJ McCollum scored 18 points,
Damian Lillard added 16 and Jusuf Nurkic contributed 13
points and 11 rebounds for the Blazers, who have lost two
in a row. Portland made only 8 of 29 shots from 3-point
range and had 18 turnovers.

BUCKS 123, BULLS 104
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 23 points and grabbed

13 rebounds, and Milwaukee erased an 18-point halftime
deficit in the blink of an eye to beat visiting Chicago.
Milwaukee turned up the defensive intensity to start the
third quarter and outscored Chicago 46-17 to take con-
trol and cruise to the easy win. Milwaukee outscored
Chicago 78-41 in the second half and every member of
the starting unit for the Bucks scored in double figures.
Eric Bledsoe sparked the Milwaukee third-period
onslaught by scoring 14 points in the period. Bledsoe fin-
ished with 25 points, six assists, four rebounds and three
steals. Khris Middleton nearly recorded a triple-double
with 23 points, 10 rebounds and eight assists.

PELICANS 129, KNICKS 124
Anthony Davis had 43 points and 17 rebounds as host

New Orleans overcame an 11-point deficit midway
through the fourth quarter to defeat New York. Jrue
Holiday had 24 points and 10 assists, Julius Randle came
off the bench to score 19 with 11 rebounds, E’Twaun
Moore scored 13 and Nikola Mirotic added 12 points and
10 rebounds for New Orleans, which trailed by as many
as 19 points as it began a stretch of three homes games in
four days. Tim Hardaway Jr. scored 30 points, Trey Burke
came off the bench to score 24, Emmanuel Mudiay
scored 19 and Kevin Knox and Allonzo Trier had 11 each
for the Knicks, who lost their fourth straight and sixth in
their last seven.

PACERS 99, HEAT 91
Tyreke Evans, Domantas Sabonis and Cory Joseph

led a dominant bench effort as host Indiana defeated
Miami. Evans scored 23 points and added 10 rebounds,
both season highs. Sabonis added 15 points and 12
rebounds, and Joseph had 12 points, five assists and
three steals. Sabonis has six double-doubles this season-
two of them against Miami. Indiana’s reserves outscored
Miami’s bench 53-27, which helped the Pacers overcome
an off night by All-Star shooting guard Victor Oladipo,
who was held to a season-low eight points on 3-for-12
shooting. His 13-game streak of scoring 20 or more
points was snapped.

GRIZZLIES 112, KINGS 104
Jaren Jackson Jr. scored a season-high 27 points to

lead host Memphis over Sacramento. Jackson, whose
previous high was 24 against Atlanta last month, com-
bined with Garrett Temple for all the Memphis scoring in
a game-opening, 15-2 burst. Jackson had four hoops in
the run, including a 3-pointer. Jackson added six
rebounds, four steals and two blocked shots. Marc Gasol
and Mike Conley each contributed 19 points to the win,
which improved Memphis’ home record to 6-1. Temple
(14 points) and Wayne Selden (10) also scored in double
figures for the Grizzlies. De’Aaron Fox totaled team highs
in points (23) and assists (10) points for the Kings.

NETS 115, WIZARDS 104
Spencer Dinwiddie scored 25 points off the bench,

D’Angelo Russell added 23 and visiting Brooklyn
defeated Washington to end a three-game losing
streak. The Nets broke open a close game in the third
quarter and led by as many as 19 in the fourth.
Brooklyn center Jarrett Allen, who missed the Nets’
previous game due to illness, finished with 16 points
and 12 rebounds. Dwight Howard led the Wizards with
25 points and 17 rebounds despite playing only 27
minutes before fouling out in the fourth quarter.
Bradley Beal scored 20 points and reserve Kelly Oubre
Jr. added 18 for the Wizards, who saw their three-game
winning streak end. — Reuters

Timberwolves maintain balance, blast Trail Blazers

BOSTON:  Kyle Lowry #7 of the Toronto Raptors drives to the basket against Al Horford #42 of the Boston Celtics during the first half at TD Garden on Friday in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

LONDON: Germany’s Alexander Zverev returns against Switzerland’s Roger
Federer during their men’s singles semi-final match on day seven of the ATP
World Tour Finals tennis tournament at the O2 Arena in London yesterday. —AFP


