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Meanwhile, two environmental experts have attributed
the weather fluctuations and the heavy rains in Kuwait in
recent days to changes in climate observed and recorded
in different countries of the world during the past years.
Secretary-General of the Kuwait Society for the Protection
of the Environment Janan Behzad said  in a press statement
yesterday that there is a need to study the fluctuations in
rainfall to learn about damage caused to urban areas, as an
experiment showed a lot of gaps resulting from a lack of
integration of applied science with the engineering of
building cities and streets, and a lack of awareness of cli-
mate changes and spatial distribution of rain in the country.

Behzad added that the history of rainfall is comprehen-
sive and detailed and includes measurements of rainwater
collection. Therefore, new climatic characteristics and
modeling of the future can be described and analyzed
through predictions based on recent events of variation in
precipitation. This will measure the sensitivity of the coun-
try to receiving rainfall with temperature fluctuations and
the natural El Nino phenomenon of the seas, oceans and
live species to better understand the weather events
responsible for climate formation in the region.

She said that research in Kuwait has provided many
studies of spatial and seasonal variables and annual rainfall
in the country, which lasts from winter to spring -
November to April - and known as the Sarrayat season.

The annual amount of rainfall in the country is estimated at
110-190 mm per year. The weather is dry most of the year.
Rainfall is limited and varies throughout Kuwait, she added.

Behzad pointed out that the minimum amount of rain
Kuwait received in the past was 30 mm in 1960 and the
maximum recorded was 300 mm in 1954 and 1872
(Rajabia). In 1934, Kuwait was lashed by the so-called
‘Haddama’ (destructive) rains that affected more than
18,000 people, noting that heavy rainfall was repeated in
1997 when more than 65 mm was recorded in a short time.
She said rainwater is collected in residential areas by
advanced rainwater drainage systems and directly dis-
charged in the Arabian Gulf.

Head of the Department of Climate Monitoring Change
at the Environment Public Authority (EPA) Sherif Al-
Khayyat said research studies have shown that there is
close correlation between global warming in the atmos-
phere and what is causing a change in the global climate
with the change in patterns and quantities of rainfall in
most of the world. 

Khayyat added that changes in the atmosphere have
become increasingly rapid because of the increasing con-
centration of greenhouse gases, which has affected and will
affect in the future the most important characteristics of the
water cycle in the atmosphere, including the evaporation
and condensation rate of the sea and ocean waters and the
paths of clouds and the impact of high and low pressures,
sometimes causing heavy rains in some areas and droughts
elsewhere. Kuwait is not immune to these changes. “What
we are witnessing today in unprecedented temperature
rise, change in seasons and the intensity and frequency of
dust storms and extreme rainfall are definitive evidence of
serious changes in the atmosphere,” he said. — KUNA 
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It also came just before the Seabed Constructor
was to leave for maintenance in South Africa. Before
setting off, the searchers decided to check an area
which bad weather had previously prevented them from
examining. They “decided to do a new search and,
thanks to God, it was able to find the zone,” navy
spokesman Rodolfo Ramallo told Todo Noticias TV.
“Now another chapter opens. From the analysis of the
state in which the submarine has been found, we will
see how to proceed,” he said.

Gabriel Attis, head of the Mar del Plata naval base,
later confirmed to reporters the vessel had imploded,
but remained more or less intact. The Seabed
Constructor is equipped with cameras that can be sub-
merged to a depth of 6,000 m. It was to receive a
reward of $7.5 million if it found the missing sub. Before
the latest search mission began, Luis Tagliapietra,
whose son Alejandro was a lieutenant on the San Juan,
described it as “the last opportunity to find them”.

Ocean Infinity was also assigned the task of hunting
for Malaysia Airlines flight MH370, which vanished
without trace in March 2014 en route from Kuala
Lumpur to Beijing. Finding the sub’s wreckage “is going
to permit us to know more about this tragedy. At this

depth we ought to be able to inspect and determine the
cause of the accident,” an Argentine naval officer said,
requesting anonymity.

Experts say the sub would have been crushed by
water pressure once it dropped below about 600
meters. They favor a hypothesis in which water entered
through a defective valve of the submarine’s snorkel,
triggering the tragedy. The loss of the San Juan was one
of the world’s worst submarine disasters in decades,
and the first major tragedy to hit Argentina’s navy since
the Falklands War in 1982. Argentina, which refers to
the islands as Las Malvinas, lost the war to Britain.

Argentina’s navy has been fiercely criticized for its
handling of the case since first reporting the submarine
overdue at Mar del Plata on Nov 16, 2017. It was only
several days into the tragedy that navy officials
acknowledged the old, German-built submarine had
reported a problem with its batteries in its final com-
munication of Nov 15. Nearly 10 days later, the navy
confirmed there had been an explosion on board, which
experts said was likely linked to the battery problem.
Several senior officers were dismissed, including navy
chief Marcelo Srur.

An air and sea search involved 13 countries, but most
of them withdrew before the end of 2017. Authorities
have opened a criminal investigation. Families of the
missing crew had kept pressure on the government not
to give up the search. “We want to know what hap-
pened,” said Yolanda Mendiola, calling for punishment
of anyone guilty in the case. “Can you imagine? There
were 44 boys who were alive when they got on the
submarine.” — AFP 
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The prosperous oil-producing nations of the Gulf,
besides being great architects of the magnificent Arab
world, also have large hearts brimming with compas-
sion to make this world fertile for humanity. In recent
years, Gulf states’ contribution to global humanitarian
government aid and development has been increasing
strongly both in absolute and relative terms - the GCC’s
share of global humanitarian aid rose from 4 percent in
2005 to 9 percent in 2014, and on similar lines there-
after. There has been encouraging rise in the contribu-
tion towards both bilateral as well as multilateral aid by
Arabs despite regional conflicts and uncertainties.

One of the loudest voices in support of a world
where every child is free, safe, healthy and educated
and the youth skilled and empowered came from
Jordan earlier this year, where Nobel laureates and
leaders had assembled, raising the chorus for investing
adequately towards realizing children-related
Sustainable Development Goals, without which no tan-

gible progress can ever be achieved on the ground. 
I am in Kuwait on November 18-19 at the invitation

of TAKREEM to celebrate and recognize the achieve-
ments of trailblazing Arab individuals and organizations
who have contributed for their communities and
towards the betterment of the world. On behalf of my
colleagues of laureates and leaders for children, I once
again take this opportunity to call upon the compas-
sionate leaders, governments and businesses from the
Gulf to extend the fullest support to refugee children
and their communities so that they are protected, shel-
tered and nurtured for a promising tomorrow. In these
trying times, the need of the hour is not to shut the
national frontiers for displaced children, but embrace
them with open hearts.

In this interconnected world where no problem is
isolated and no victory attributable to an individual, all
of us have to walk together holding the hands of the
most marginalized children and take them towards
peace and light. The Arab world can take a lead in this
transformation that will go a long way in reconstructing
hope and restoring childhoods, thereby building a bet-
ter world.

NOTE: The author is an internationally acclaimed
child rights activist and 2014 Nobel Peace Laureate 
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at a shelter set up by the American Red Cross in a
church. In Chico, just west of Paradise, volunteers had
erected a tented encampment for evacuees. “Just trying
to make it day by day. It’s all we can do,” said Dustin
Kimball, who worked at the Paradise cemetery.

The Camp Fire has burned 146,000 acres and was
50 percent contained by Friday, California’s fire service
said. Authorities said 47,200 people had been evacuat-
ed because of the fire and nearly 1,200 were living in
shelters. Smoke from the fire forced schools to close in
San Francisco on Friday and the city’s iconic cable cars
to suspend service. The Golden Gate Bridge was

shrouded in thick smog. Much of the rescue work is
now focused on Paradise, where many retirees were
unable to get out in time. Rescuers with sniffer dogs
have been conducting a painstaking house-to-house
search. “I’m still going to keep on looking and hope for
the best,” Jhonathan Clark told AFP. He was hunting for
his brother, sister-in-law and nephew. 

Three other people have died in southern California
in a blaze dubbed the Woolsey Fire, which engulfed
parts of Malibu, destroying the homes of several
celebrities. That inferno, which is about two-thirds the
size of the Camp Fire, was close to 80 percent con-
tained by Friday. Adding to the misery of Camp Fire
survivors, an outbreak of the highly contagious
norovirus has been reported at several shelters.
Twenty-five people had to be hospitalized, health offi-
cials said. While the cause of the Camp Fire remains
under investigation, a lawsuit has been filed against the
local power company, PG&E, by fire victims claiming
negligence. — AFP 
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RIYADH: Saudi women have mounted a rare protest
against the abaya, posting pictures on social media
wearing the obligatory body-shrouding robe inside out.
The conservative state has some of the world’s tough-
est restrictions on women, who are required to wear
the typically all-black garment in public. Powerful
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in March said
wearing the robe was not mandatory in Islam, but in
practice nothing changed and no formal edict to that
effect was issued.

Using the hashtag “inside-out abaya”, dozens of
women have posted pictures of flipped robes in a rare
protest against the strict dress code. “Because #Saudi
feminists are endlessly creative, they’ve come up with
new form of protest,” activist Nora Abdulkarim tweeted
last week. “They are posting pictures of (themselves)
wearing their abayas inside-out in public as a silent

objection to being pressured to wear it.” Another
woman on Twitter said the online campaign, which
appears to be gaining traction after it surfaced this
week, was an act of “civil protest”.

In an interview to CBS Television in March, the
crown prince said: “The laws are very clear and stipu-
lated in the laws of Sharia: that women wear decent,
respectful clothing, like men.”  But, he added, this “does
not particularly specify a black abaya. (It) is entirely left
for women to decide what type of decent and respect-
ful attire to wear.”

After his comment, prominent Muslim cleric Sheikh
Ahmed bin Qassim Al-Ghamdi added a new wrinkle to
the debate when he dismissed the long-held view that
black was the only color for abayas permissible in
Islam. Prince Mohammed, currently facing global criti-
cism over the murder of critic Jamal Khashoggi, has
spearheaded a liberalization drive in the conservative
kingdom.

In June, women celebrated taking the wheel for the
first time in decades as the kingdom overturned the
world’s only ban on female motorists. The kingdom has
also allowed women to enter sports stadiums, previous-
ly a male-only arena, and is pushing for greater partici-
pation of women in the workforce as it seeks to diversi-
fy its oil-dependent economy. —AFP 
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TORONTO: Canada is on track to receive its highest
number of refugee claims since record-keeping began
nearly three decades ago, the latest data shows, as the
government’s handling of immigration comes under scruti-
ny ahead of next year’s federal election. Despite cooler
weather, the number of refugee claimants jumped past
6,000 in October, the highest monthly tally this year, the
data released on Thursday showed.

That takes total claims in the first 10 months of 2018 to
46,245, putting the country on track to surpass last year’s
record even as the quasi-judicial body that adjudicates
claims struggles to work through a 64,000-person back-
log. The Immigration and Refugee Board started tracking
refugee claimant data in 1989. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s government faces a
widely held belief that Canada has been overwhelmed by
immigrants pressing asylum claims, even though it receives
far fewer than many other countries. The government has
struggled to balance Canada’s reputation as a haven for
those fleeing persecution with warnings that filing refugee
claims is no “free ticket” to remain in the country.

The governing Liberals have come under fire for their
handling of the more than 37,000 people who have

walked across the Canada-U.S. border seeking asylum
since Jan 2017 - many of whom told Reuters they did not
feel safe in President Donald Trump’s United States. About
1,400 crossed the frontier in October, down from 1,600
the month before. But most refugee claimants enter the
country by other means, and their numbers are growing.

“There are 65 million refugees in the world, and there
are many desperate people trying to find safety and
refuge in western countries,” said Toronto-based lawyer
Lorne Waldman. “I think we’re going to see 50,000-plus
(refugee claims annually) for the foreseeable future.”

A spokesman for Immigration and Refugees Minister
Ahmed Hussen noted that this year’s budget included an
additional C$74 million ($56 million) for the Immigration
and Refugee Board “to speed up the processing of asylum
claims.” The hiring of 248 new staff “is under way,”
spokesman Mathieu Genest wrote in an email. About 56
percent of refugee claims finalized in the first three quar-
ters of 2018 were accepted, according to the Immigration
and Refugee Board, with lower acceptance rates for bor-
der-crossers.

Border-crossers from Nigeria and Haiti, who made up
the largest groups of border-crossers, had relatively low

acceptance rates compared with other nationalities, at
29.3 percent and 11.6 percent, respectively. Canada’s gov-
ernment is trying to hasten the deportations of border-
crossers whose refugee claims are not successful, classi-
fying them with criminals as a top deportation priority.

The government should also prioritize integration of
successful applicants, said Canadian Council for
Refugees head Janet Dench, and ensure that tens of thou-
sands of people are not left waiting years for permanent
resident status. “The longer you keep people in this limbo
state, the longer before they can contribute fully to
Canadian society.”

Meanwhile, Canada’s postal service issued a plea on
Friday for the rest of the world to stop sending in mail as
its striking workers rejected the latest contract offer.
Canada Post, facing a huge delivery backlog as the labor
unrest looked set to enter a fifth week, recently sweetened
its offer to staff in a last-ditch effort to bring the rotating
strikes to an end. This followed a warning from Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau that his government was prepared
to step in to settle the labor dispute ahead of the upcom-
ing holiday season.

His government has faced pressure from online retailers

including eBay to legislate an end to the strike before the
Black Friday and Cyber Monday sales events, which start
on Nov 23. But a spokeswoman for the Canadian Union of
Postal Workers told AFP the offer, due to expire yesterday,
was “unsatisfactory” and the union “will not be presenting
it to members”.

Canada Post, meanwhile, said a backlog of deliveries
that coincided with the start of the strike on Oct 22 has
now extended to mail entering the country. “As a result,
we have been forced to advise international posts, includ-
ing the United States Postal Service, that we are unable to
accept incoming items until further notice,” it said in an
email. The two sides have been in contract negotiations for
nearly one year, with no success.

The rotating strikes have so far impacted more
than 200 communities, including major cities Toronto,
Winnipeg and Vancouver. In Toronto alone, a record
260 trailers of parcels and packets were waiting to be
unloaded, while in Vancouver more than 100 trailers
were parked outside its plant. Canada Post delivers
two-thirds of the nation’s online shopping and the last
six weeks of the year are its busiest due to the holi-
day rush. — Agencies 
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PARADISE, California: A doll hangs from a sports net at a home destroyed by the Camp Fire on Friday. — AFP 


