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How to dress to 
impress at work
Picking the right work outfit is always a stressful part of
our morning rituals. Everyone loves to look sharp and
professional at their jobs, but not everyone has the time
and resources to do so. This might drive people to pick
whatever clothes lie in front of them and hassle their way
to the office, without even giving it a second thought.
But the reason why people should be very careful with
what they wear to the office is that looks matter a great
deal in today’s competitive business realm; they are the
first thing people notice about you, and they can give off
a positive or negative first impression.

In spite of the common mistakes people always
repeat, looking good is not about spending a lot of mon-
ey or owning endless outfits. In fact, the key to having a
great look is sticking to a few simple tricks and playing
out your personality and style in each outfit. You can
look outstanding with a limited collection of clothes, but
you have to be very smart about how you style them
and how to pick them in the first place.

Get work-ready with these simple tips from
Bayt.com:

Start with the basics
Having a full-time job means that you have to show

up five days a week to the office. In this case, it might
be a hard task to pull out a new outfit for each day,
especially if you’re on a budget. This is why having a
good collection of basics is always a good idea.
Basics go with everything, they manage to make you
look professional, are easy to style, and can be worn
in so many different ways! Investing in some good

basic items can save you A LOT.
The best basic items to start with are button up

shirts. You can buy some basic white and black shirts as
a start and work your way up by adding new colors to
your collection. You can style your black and white
shirts with pretty much everything. The other basic item
you need here is a black solid blazer, which can be worn
to any formal event you have to attend. Black is not
your color? Don’t worry, try dark or navy blue, it never
disappoints.

Don’t underestimate shoes
Shoes are always a deal breaker; they either make

your outfit or break it! You have to choose comfortable,
yet professional shoes. For women, you can go with
ballet flats if you want a simple look, or you can choose
a pair of classic heels if you want a more formal look.
For men, you can always go with a pair of two-tone
derby shoes, which is a professional, yet very comfort-
able add to your outfit.

Bottoms are everything
Having an office job means that you have to spend at

least eight hours a day in the office. And in case your
job includes lots of computer work and typing, this
means you’ll probably be spending your entire day sit-
ting down. The only way to survive this is by wearing a
super comfortable outfit.

Again, you can pick some basic solid-colored pants
to help you style them easily. But the secret here is to
be careful with the shape of your pants. What is meant
is that wearing comfortable clothes doesn’t necessarily
mean wearing boring outfits. For women, you can pick
high-waist pants with a knit belt, classic pleated pants,
or even go with cropped pants. For men, you can go
with loose linen blend pants for a change.

Sparkle with accessories
Don’t ever let your job dull your energy and person-

ality. It’s important to accessorize because A: acces-
sories can turn any bland outfit into a super classy one
in no time, and B: they are so beautiful! Of course you
have to be careful with the type of accessories you
wear as to avoid looking like you just ran out of a party
on a call of duty, BUT that doesn’t mean you can’t wear
them at all.

For women, you can always add a pair of statement
earrings to your outfit, and remember to always pick
mono-colors to match the professionality of the work-
place. You can also add some simple rings or bracelets.
For men, one word, watches. Watches won’t only give
you a professional touch, but will also showcase your
attention to detail as well! Of course, there are increas-
ingly more professional looking accessories for men,
such as bracelets and rings that add a nice touch of per-
sonality and a dash of style.

Bags are the new cool
In case you thought bags are meant only for women,

well, think again. In today’s modern world, with so many
items to be carried around, using a bag is nearly a must.
With so many brands and shapes being introduced to
the market, you have such a wide variety of bags to
choose from. There’s bound to be a bag out there with
your name on it!

For men, you can hold a leather clutch bag, which
won’t only organize your essentials inside, but also add a
very cool touch to your outfit. If you have bulkier essen-
tials, or carry a laptop, you can go with a leather mes-
senger bag. For women, you always need to pack your
daily essentials, which is why it’s a good idea to hold a
medium-sized bag that can help you carry around your
magic spells.  
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KUWAIT: In one of the longest running losing streak,
oil prices sunk more than 20 percent by mid-
November-18 from a four-year high level in early
October-18. The fall was led by worries related to near
term oil demand due to weak near-term global eco-
nomic growth outlook in addition to concerns over
higher overall crude output, higher inventories, weak
emerging market currencies as well as the recently
announced broad exemptions to Iran sanctions. Eyeing
this new trend that changed the optimistic outlook
around oil prices, it was reported that Saudi Arabia and
other members of the OPEC+ group may extend the
ongoing production cuts to 2019. Also, as an immediate
fix, Saudi Arabia reportedly expressed that producers
need to cut oil output by 1 mb/d from October-18 lev-
els. As prices continued to plunge it emerged that the
cuts could be deeper-than-expected. Saudi Arabia also
said it would cut its crude exports by 0.5 mb/d in
December-18, although it said the cuts are in response
to seasonal decline in demand for its oil. 

Recent data has shown an increase in oil output
across the board, with US producing at a record high
of 11.6 mb/d and Russia at around 11.4 mb/d. OPEC
also raised production during October-18 raising out-
put by 430 tb/d to a 23-month high level of 33.33 mb/d
in response to decline in supplies from Iran. However, in
early Nov-18 top 8 importers of Iranian oil, that
account for almost 75 percent of its crude exports,
were given a 180-day waiver, pointing to higher
exports in the coming months that had reportedly
halved since the announcement of the sanctions. As the
top three producers pumped oil at record pace, the
increase in output more than offset the decline in sup-
ply from Iran and Venezuela. Highlighting the increase
in output, the IEA also warned that 2019 may continue
to see supply outpacing demand for oil. 

Factors that are limiting the surge in oil demand also
included the weakening of emerging market currencies
against the USD which hovered around 16-month high.
Although, oil-importing emerging economies’ curren-
cies have seen some improvement recently, the YTD-18
decline stood at almost 5 percent (MSCI EM Currency
Index). Key currencies like India’s INR has depreciated
almost 13 percent since the start of the year while
Chinese Renminbi has also depreciated almost 7 per-
cent. On the other hand, demand trend in China is 

also showing signs of weakness partly due to the
US-China trade rift. According to the latest numbers,
China’s manufacturing sector growth, although expand-
ing, was the weakest since more than two years in
October-18. An earlier datapoint on the country’s GDP
showed that the country’s GDP growth in Q3-18, while
still going strong at 6.5 percent, was the slowest since
the financial crisis. 

On the supply side, the Joint Ministerial Committee
of OPEC+ said that 2019 may continue to see higher
supply growth and that weaker global economic
growth may widen the demand/supply gap. However,
the producers collectively said that they would see how
new trends evolve in the oil market before finalizing any
production policy for 2019. 

Oil prices 
Oil prices were in a tailspin since the second week

of October-18 declining by almost a quarter and Brent
plunging almost 7 percent intraday last week, the
biggest single-day drop in three years. The decline
was initially triggered by weakening global fundamen-
tals with concerns regarding oil demand in the near
term as US-China trade war intensified. The downward
pressure on prices intensified when it emerged that the
sanctions on Iran were exempted for eight of its large
oil customers thereby implying continued supply from
the OPEC producer. OPEC crude traded below the
$70/b mark for the first time since mid-August-18 and
reached $67.0/b, the lowest closing price in the past

seven months. That said, the average crude prices for
October-18 showed a positive trend due the fast pace
of gains at the start of the month. Average OPEC crude
for October-18 was recorded at $79.39/b, a m-o-m
increase of 2.9 percent and the highest level since
October-14. Brent spot averaged slightly lower with a
growth of 2.7 percent to average at $81.3/b, while
Kuwait crude increased by 7.0 percent to record
$78.6/b. 

In terms of crude inventory, EIA’s weekly report
showed an eighth consecutive week of higher invento-
ries in the US. Total crude stocks reached 442 million
barrels during the week ended 9-Nov-18, an w-o-w
increase of 10.3 million barrels as US producers
pumped oil at a record pace. According to the EIA,
crude production in the US reached a record high of
11.6 mb/d after increasing by 400 tb/d during the week
ended 2-Nov-18. According to the latest weekly rig
count report, US oil rig count increased at the fastest
pace since May-18 during the week ending 9-Nov-18
recording an increase of 12 rigs to reach a total of 886
rigs. Meanwhile, in its long term outlook, the IEA reiter-
ated the growing threat of electric cars and cleaner
fuels on transportation fuel demand. However, the
group said that longer term the world could still see a
supply crunch if adequate investment is not made in
expanding oil production facilities. The increase in
demand in the long term would be led by industrial and
petrochemical sectors, the report added. 

World oil demand 
World demand growth estimates for 2018 was once

again lowered in the latest OPEC monthly report by 40
tb/d. Total demand is now expected to increase by 1.5
mb/d to reach 98.79 mb/d in 2018. The revision came
primarily on the back of lower-than-expected demand
data for the Middle East, China and the Other Asia
region for Q3-18, which more than offset upward revi-
sion of 50 tb/d for the OECD region. Within the OECD
region, demand remained robust in the US that mainly
led to the upward revision. Based on monthly data until
August-18 and preliminary weekly data for September-
18 and October-18, the demand trends in the US
showed strong growth as compared to the first ten
months of 2017. The key drivers to the growth were
petrochemical feedstock like NGLs/LPG, diesel in the
industrial sector and jet/kerosene. 

Demand for gasoline remained soft due to higher
retail prices as well as efficiency gains in the trans-
portation sector as seen from data for August-18 which
showed flat y-o-y growth despite a marginal growth in
light vehicle sales during the month. Meanwhile,
demand trends for the OECD Europe region remain
soft as compared to historical levels with demand
reportedly declining in Big 4 (UK, Germany, Italy and
France) in August-18 that was more than offset by high-
er demand in Spain, the Netherlands, Turkey, Poland
and a few other countries in the region. In terms of
product requirements for YTD-18 , demand was strong
for gasoline, jet/kerosene, LPG and residual fuel oil
requirements that was partly offset by lower require-
ments for diesel and naphtha. 

Moreover, the remainder of the year, demand trends in
the regions is expected to remain steady although heat-
ing fuel requirements in Q4-18 is expected to be modest
given the expectations of a warmer-than-expected win-
ter. Demand figures for the Middle East region was
reportedly lowered by around 50 tb/d primarily led lower
demand growth in Saudi Arabia that was affected by effi-
ciency advancements and fuel substitution. China’s
demand estimates were also lowered by 30 tb/d for 3Q-
18. World oil demand growth estimates for 2019 was also
lowered by around 70 tb/d led by adjustments to demand
figures for the non-OECD region given the ongoing glob-
al economic developments. Demand is now expected to
grow by 1.29 mb/d to reach 100.08 mb/d. 

World oil supply 
World oil supply increased by 0.44 mb/d m-o-m dur-

ing October-18 and averaged at 99.76 mb/d, according
to preliminary data, led by higher production by both
OPEC (+0.13 mb/d) and non-OPEC (+0.31 mb/d) pro-
ducers. For the full year 2018, non-OPEC supply esti-
mates was once again revised up by 0.09 mb/d and sup-
ply is now expected to reach 62.09 mb/d. The upward
revision reflected higher historical production data for
US and Russia, in addition to reassessment of supply
forecasts for these countries. Aggregate supply forecasts
for the US, Russia, Kazakhstan and Thailand was
increased by 0.24 mb/d that more than offset the 0.14
mb/d downward revision made for Mexico, Norway, the
UK, Brazil and China. In terms of regional growth, supply
forecasts from the OECD countries was raised by 117
tb/d primarily on the back of higher forecast for OECD
Americas while OECD Europe is expected to see a con-
traction. Supply forecasts for the US witnessed an
upward revision of around 0.16 mb/d on the back of
higher production forecast from the Permian Basin. In the
OECD Europe region, supply forecast for Norway was
lowered by 0.02 mb/d led by maintenance shutdowns.
Forecasts for the UK were also lowered by 33 tb/d given
weaker-than-expected output during Q3-18 led by two
weeks of maintenance at several fields while Q4-18 fore-
casts also underwent a downward revision. Outside the
OECD, supply forecasts for Russia was raised by 210
tb/d for Q4-18 led by higher production in October-18.
For 2019, non-OPEC supply growth was also revised up
by 0.12 mb/d and total supply is now expected. 

OPEC oil production & spare capacity 
OPEC’s average crude production increased for the

fifth consecutive month during October-18 reaching the
highest level in 23 months at 33.33 mb/d, a m-o-m
increase of 430 tb/d, according to Bloomberg data.
However, the growth in production according to OPEC’s
secondary sources was much smaller at 127 tb/d to reach
32.9 mb/d. Libya recorded the biggest m-o-m increase in
production with the country now production at 5.5 year
high level of 1.22 mb/d, as per Bloomberg data. Saudi
Arabia added 150 tb/d during the month with total pro-
duction reaching an average rate of 10.68 mb/d, the high-
est level ever recorded by the Kingdom, according to
Bloomberg data. 

Average OPEC production has increased over 1.5

mb/d since May-18 with Saudi Arabia alone adding
almost half or 0.71 mb/d to this increase. UAE also
increased production by 80 tb/d to reach a 2-year high
level of 3.12 mb/d while Iran’s output dropped marginally
to 3.4 mb/d, although OPEC’s secondary sources esti-
mated Iran’s output was at 3.3 mb/d during October-18.
As a result of the increase in OPEC production, the com-
pliance to production cut agreement came down to 104
percent during October-18 as compared to 111 percent in
September-18. 

The significant increase in Libya’s oil production
came after the country restarted three oil fields, accord-
ing to NOC. In addition, according to a Bloomberg inter-
view, the head of NOC said that the restarting of a proj-
ect by BP and Eni could further boost the country’s oil
production in Q1-19. On the other hand, Nigeria, which
added 20 tb/d during the month to take its average
monthly production to 1.82 mb/d, is also planning to
expand its production capacity. According to the CEO of
Nigeria’s NNPC, the country plans to increase oil pro-
duction to 1.8 mb/d in 2019 and increase condensate
production to 0.5 mb/d from the current 1.6 mb/d and
0.4 mb/d, respectively. 

Meanwhile, despite the talks of extended cuts to oil
production, key producers in the region continue to
invest in projects to expand oil output. Recently Abu
Dhabi approved ADNOC’s $132 billion 5-year budget
with plans to increase the country’s production capacity
to 4 mb/d by 2020 and further to 5 mb/d by 2030. On
the other hand, Iraq has plans to increase output to 5
mb/d by 2019 and also increase the country’s export
capacity to around 3.8 mb/d. 

Oil price rout takes a breather 
after OPEC+ mulls extension

Saudis propose oil output cut by 1 mb/d from Oct-18 levels

Australia PM 
hits out at trade 
protectionism 
at APEC forum
PORT MORESBY: Trade wars benefit no one and must be
solved by negotiation rather than tit-for-tat tariffs, Australia’s
prime minister said yesterday ahead of an APEC summit
likely to be dominated by US-China trade tensions. The
world is facing a “rising tide of trade protectionism” and
financial market volatility, Scott Morrison warned in a speech
to business leaders ahead of the two-day summit of Asia-
Pacific leaders.

“The solution is not throwing up protectionist barriers,”
he said. “Tit-for-tat protectionism and threats of trade wars
are in no one’s interest economically and undermine the
authority of the global and regional trade rules that benefit
us all.” APEC members the US and China have become
embroiled in a trade war which experts warn could be cata-
strophic for the global economy, with the world’s top two
powers going head to head.

The pair have imposed tariffs worth billions of dollars of
each other’s goods and there is little sign of an immediate
easing in tensions, with both sides threatening to step up
action if necessary. “The solution to perceived unfair trade
practices is more likely to be found around a negotiation
table than it is in building a tariff war,” urged Morrison.
Australia would “continue to advocate for trade disputes to
be resolved by negotiation and within WTO rules.”

He acknowledged that the World Trade Organization
“was not perfect” and pledged to work with “like-minded
countries to improve it.”

Reform of the WTO is a topic that is likely to sow division
at the summit. Foreign ministers meeting ahead of the talks
were unable to publish a joint statement, apparently due to
difference over language on WTO reform. —AFP


