
WASHINGTON: Stacey Abrams, who aimed to become
America’s first black governor, said Friday she will not win
her race to lead the state of Georgia, as she sharply criti-
cized her Republican rival and accused him of voter sup-
pression. “I acknowledge that former secretary of state
Brian Kemp will be certified as the victor in the 2018
gubernatorial election,” she said 10 days after the midterm
election which saw the governor’s race come down to the
wire. Out of nearly four million ballots cast, Kemp leads
Abrams by 55,000 votes, about a single percentage point.
The race was too close to call for days, and Abrams had
taken legal action to try and get every vote counted.

In a speech to supporters she aimed a stinging rebuke
at Kemp, saying he had been “deliberate and intentional in
his actions” to suppress thousands of votes. “To watch an

elected official who claims to represent the people in the
state baldly pin his hopes for election on suppression of
the people’s right to vote has been truly appalling,”
Abrams said. “As a leader I should be stoic in my outrage
and silent in my rebuke. But stoicism is a luxury, and
silence is a weapon for those who would quiet the voices
of the people,” she said. “And I will not concede, because
the erosion of our democracy is not right.”

Georgia’s election earned a national spotlight this year
when Abrams won an upset in the Democratic primary,
becoming the first black woman to be a major party’s
nominee for governor. Celebrities including TV icon
Oprah Winfrey, singer John Legend and actor Will Ferrell
lent star power to the Abrams campaign as she nipped at
Kemp’s heels in the polls. The Democratic National
Committee sharply criticized Kemp, saying “there’s no
question” that he along with Georgia Republicans
“launched a years-long unprecedented voter suppression
campaign that denied voters of their constitutional rights.”
Abrams, a 44-year-old Yale-educated lawyer, was a
Democrat in the Georgia legislature for some 10 years,
serving as minority leader from 2011 to 2017 in the tradi-
tionally Republican southern state.

She had been contemplating further legal action in the

race, but her legal burden would have proven extremely
steep. In her speech she cited hours-long lines at polling
stations, thousands of voter registrations frozen before the
election, and polling sites shuttered. As secretary of state,
Kemp oversaw election preparations and operations even
though he was a major candidate.  — AFP 

NANJING: Soldiers from China and the United
States wrapped up a week of joint disaster relief drills
yesterday, in a display of cooperation against a back-
drop of worsening ties between the two countries
over trade, the disputed South China Sea and self-
ruled Taiwan. Relations between the world’s two
largest economies have plumbed new depths under
US President Donald Trump, who is due to meet
Chinese President Xi Jinping at the G20 summit in
Argentina starting late this month.

The exercise, held in the eastern Chinese city of
Nanjing, comes a week after Chinese Defense
Minister Wei Fenghe and top diplomat Yang Jiechi
visited Washington, where US officials urged China to
halt militarization of the South China Sea. But there
was no sign of those strains as Chinese and US sol-
diers simulated plucking people from earthquake-

destroyed buildings and treating survivors’ injuries at
a People’s Liberation Army (PLA) base on the out-
skirts of Nanjing.

Troops practiced search
and rescue in a small mock-
up of a devastated urban
area post-earthquake, using
sniffer dogs and other gear
to search for people buried
in the fake rubble. “Only
through more contacts,
more exchanges and coop-
eration in areas of common
interest can we effectively
increase mutual trust and
effectively reduce misjudgments,” Qin Weijiang,
deputy commander of the PLA’s eastern theatre com-

mand, told reporters. “So I think bilateral exchanges
can start from humanitarian and disaster relief

exchanges and expand to oth-
er areas of common interest.”

Robert  Brown, Comm-
anding General  of  the US
Army Pacif ic , said the
exchange was “extremely
important”. “Just as our top
leaders work towards build-
ing a strong working rela-
tionship and understanding,
we through confidence-
building measures like this
DME must also at our level

build a strong understanding of each other,” he
added, referring to Disaster Management Exchange.

This is the 14th time the joint exchange has been
held, which last year took place in the United States.
China’s defense ministry has said it hopes the mili-
tary relationship can become a “stabilizer” for overall
ties with the United States.

All the same, Washington and Beijing swapped
barbs over trade, investment and regional security at
an Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) sum-
mit on Saturday in Papua New Guinea. Regular drills
and exchanges are helpful to bilateral relations, par-
ticularly at a time of increased friction, but they are
not going to fundamentally change the direction that
ties are headed, said Michael Chase, a specialist in
China and Asia-Pacific security at the RAND Corp.
“These exchanges remain important in that respect
even if they aren’t going to solve broader problems
in the relationship.” — Reuters 
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News in brief

Syria jihadists kill 22 

BEIRUT: Jihadists on Friday killed 22 regime fighters
near a planned buffer zone around Syria’s last major
rebel bastion of Idlib, a monitor said. A September
deal between government ally Russia and opposition
backer Turkey aimed to set up a demilitarized zone
around the northwestern region to protect it from a
regime assault. But its implementation has been stalled
since jihadists who hold around 70 percent of the
planned buffer zone failed to withdraw by mid-
October, and intermittent clashes have since rocked
the area. Early Friday, jihadist groups attacked gov-
ernment forces in the northwest of Hama province
near the planned zone, the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said. Twenty-two
regime fighters were killed in the attack, Observatory
head Rami Abdel Rahman said, explaining a previous
death toll of nine increased after the bodies of missing
fighters were found. — AFP 

N Korea expels US citizen 

SEOUL: North Korea said Friday it had expelled a
US citizen who tried to enter illegally, an unusually
swift resolution of a case that could have further com-
plicated reconciliation moves between the two coun-
tries. The man, identified as Lawrence Bruce Byron,
had been in custody after crossing into North Korea
from China on October 16, the official Korean Central
News Agency said. “While being questioned, he said
he had illegally entered the country under the com-
mand of the US Central Intelligence Agency,” KCNA
said. “Relevant authorities have decided to expel him
from the country.” A man with the same name was
arrested in South Korea while trying to sneak over the
inter-Korean border in November last year. Byron,
who is in his late 50s and from Louisiana, was later
deported back to the United States. — AFP 

42 killed in Zimbabwe

HARARE: At least 42 people were feared dead after
flames swept through a passenger bus driving through
southern Zimbabwe towards South Africa overnight,
state media said. Many of the bodies were burned
beyond recognition and more than 20 survivors were
taken to hospital, the Zimbabwe Red Cross said.
Photographs showed the bus’s gutted shell on the side
of a road in Gwanda district, about 550km south of
Harare, Zimbabwe’s capital. Police said there had been
a leak in a gas canister being carried on the bus, state
broadcaster ZBC reported. The force gave no imme-
diate comment on what triggered the blaze, which
erupted around midnight, Thursday into Friday, as the
bus travelled from the city of Bulawayo to the South
African border town of Musina. — Reuters

Israel PM takes over defense 

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu will take over the defense portfolio in his
government after his defense minister resigned this
week, a spokesman for his Likud Party said on Friday,
fuelling speculation of an early election. Earlier
Netanyahu met with key coalition partner Naftali
Bennett of the Jewish Home Party, who had sought the
post for himself, but the two men emerged without an
agreement. Netanyahu’s right-wing coalition govern-
ment was rocked by Avigdor Lieberman’s resignation
on Wednesday in protest at a ceasefire reached
between Israel and the Islamist group Hamas in the
Gaza Strip. Lieberman’s far-right Yisrael Beitenu par-
ty has quit the coalition and its five MPs have with-
drawn support for the government. — Reuters

Ivy League Dartmouth sued 

NEW YORK: America’s Ivy League elite Dartmouth
College has been slapped with a $70 million lawsuit
by seven women accusing trustees of ignoring years
of sexual abuse, harassment and rape of female stu-
dents. The lawsuit, filed in a federal court in New
Hampshire, alleged that three professors from the uni-
versity’s department of psychology and brain sci-
ences perpetrated more than a decade of gender dis-
crimination, sexual assault and harassment, despite
trustees being aware of complaints. The suit is
expected to revive debate about sexual boundaries at
universities across the United States, which has come
under renewed scrutiny in the wake of the #MeToo
reckoning with sexual harassment.  — AFP

WASHINGTON: The White House agreed Friday to
allow CNN reporter Jim Acosta back in after a judge
ruled that the star journalist was improperly banned
following a testy exchange at a press conference with
President Donald Trump. Trump spokeswoman Sarah
Sanders said “in response to the court, we will tem-
porarily reinstate the reporter’s hard pass.” But she left
open the possibility of seeking to remove Acosta’s
access later and said new rules would be imposed “to
ensure fair and orderly press conferences.” Trump said
that “rules and regulations” were being drafted to gov-
ern such gatherings, where the president or his repre-
sentatives often accuse journalists-Acosta in particular-
of being overly hostile.

“We have to practice decorum. We want total free-
dom of the press,” Trump told reporters, adding later in
an interview with Fox News: “If he misbehaves, we’ll
throw him out.” In fact, Trump himself frequently
speaks harshly to reporters, for example last week
telling another CNN correspondent several times that
her question was “stupid.” He also routinely describes
journalists he does not approve of, and the media in
general, as “enemies of the people.”

Acosta often aggressively questions the White
House on its attitude toward journalists and has been
criticized even by some in the media for becoming part
of the story he is meant to be covering. On November
7, the day he was stripped of his pass, Acosta had riled
Trump by refusing to give up the microphone at a news
conference when he considered that Trump was evad-
ing his question. Trump responded by branding Acosta
a “rude, terrible person.”

CNN cast the controversy as a question of free
speech, which is protected under the constitution’s first
amendment. In his ruling Friday, Judge Timothy Kelly
stressed that he had only found the procedure for
expelling Acosta illegal and that free speech did not
enter the equation. “I want to be very clear that I have
not determined that the First Amendment was violated,”
he said in the Washington courtroom, adding that fur-

ther hearings would be held on that aspect. The US
Justice Department’s lawyer, James Burnham, argued
that Acosta had “disrupted” last week’s news confer-
ence and that “there is no First Amendment right to
access the White House.”

However, major media outlets took up Acosta’s
cause. Tellingly, Trump’s most friendly outlet, Fox News,
joined the suit calling for Acosta’s pass to be returned.
“We are gratified with this result and we look forward
to a full resolution in the coming days,” CNN said in a
statement. “Our sincere thanks to all who have support-
ed not just CNN, but a free, strong and independent
American press.” Shortly after the ruling, Acosta
returned to the White House, telling fellow journalists
that “this was a test.” “Journalists need to know that
their First Amendment rights are sacred,” he said.

The spat over Acosta has prompted an unusually
public show of unity between America’s powerful media

organizations. Those backing CNN’s court action
included the Associated Press, Bloomberg, First Look
Media Works, Gannett, the National Press Club
Journalism Institute, NBC News, The New York Times,
Politico, Press Freedom Defense Fund, EW Scripps
Company, USA Today and The Washington Post.

“Whether the news of the day concerns national
security, the economy or the environment, reporters
covering the White House must remain free to ask
questions,” the media groups said in a joint statement.
After the judge’s ruling, the White House
Correspondents’ Association president, Olivier Knox,
cheered a decision that “made it clear that the White
House cannot arbitrarily revoke a White House press
pass.” “We thank all of the news outlets and individual
reporters who stood up in recent days for the vital role
a free and independent news media plays in our repub-
lic,” he said. —AFP 
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WASHINGTON: CNN White House correspondent Jim Acosta speaks to the media after arriving at the White House in
Washington, DC. — AFP 

GEORGIA: Combo photo shows Democratic gubernatorial
candidate Stacey Abrams (left) and a Republican guberna-
torial candidate Brian Kemp in Athens, Georgia. — AFP 
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RIO DE JANEIRO: With Jair Bolsonaro president-
elect, and his three sons in elected office-Flavio in the
Senate, Eduardo in the Congress and Carlos on Rio de
Janeiro’s city council-politics in Brazil is something of a
Bolsonaro family affair. Last week, three of Bolsonaro’s
five children joined him at the Congress in Brasilia for a
ceremony to mark the 30th anniversary of the adop-
tion of the country’s constitution.  Carlos wasn’t there,
but Flavio, Eduardo and their younger brother Renan,
still a student, were among those invited to the presi-
dent-elect’s meeting with Supreme Court chairman
Dias Toffoli. 

Toffoli was noticeably cool towards Eduardo, who
mocked the court during the campaign, telling support-
ers that if the court tried to remove his father from

power, it would take just two soldiers to shut it down.
The hint at a military coup rankled with the judiciary.
Eduardo, along with Flavio and Carlos, all campaigned
fiercely for their father-who takes office on January 1 -
backing his extreme right-wing views during the cam-
paign, and are constantly at his side during the transi-
tion period. “It’s the first time that we will have a presi-
dent who will have a son in the Chamber and another in
the Senate,” said Sylvio Costa of politics website
Congresso em Foco. “For sure they will have an influ-
ence on the government.”

Flavio, a lawyer and the eldest at 37, played a leading
role in his father’s campaign after Bolsonaro was stabbed
and seriously wounded during a September election ral-
ly. He rode a groundswell of support for his father all the
way to a Senate seat. Carlos, 35, is an influential munici-
pal councilor in Rio and has an aeronautical sciences
degree. He is credited with playing a key part in maxi-
mizing his father’s social media use during the campaign.

Seen as the most whimsical of the brothers, it’s not
clear whether he will be handed an official role in the
new administration-but its seems certain Carlos will have
continued influence on his father’s online presence. A

lawyer by training, 34-year-old Eduardo easily won re-
election to Congress after holding his seat in Sao Paulo
with a record 1.84 million votes. He has been seen exten-
sively alongside his father in Brasilia and will soon visit
the United States as his father’s envoy. Flavio, the most
moderate of the three, posted a photo of himself and his
brothers on Instagram, to silence rumors of conflicts
between the siblings. — AFP
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