
BRUSSELS: One of Belgium’s leading universities, the
Free University of Brussels (VUB), expressed its appre-
ciation and gratitude to Kuwait for its support to its
Arabic language program. This came after Kuwait’s
Ambassador to the European Union, Belgium,
Luxembourg and NATO Jasem Al-Budaiwi handed the
Vice Rector for International Relations at the VUB,
Professor Romsin Meeusen, a donation of 15,000 euro
($17,000) to support the
program at a reception held
on Friday evening. “We thank
the VUB for running this very
important program of teach-
ing Arabic language, and we
are proud to support them in
this noble mission,” said
Budaiwi speaking at the
reception. “Language forms
an essential part of a human
being’s identity which leads
to better adaptation and inte-
gration in any society. Opening our horizons to other
societies and cultures is key to build stronger communi-
ties,” he said. Budaiwi stressed on the importance of
Arabic as a language of the Quran and of great poets,
thinkers and scholars not only in the Arab region but
around the world. “We are doing this for the first time
but I assure you that we will continue to support you,”
added the Kuwaiti envoy.

Meanwhile, Professor Meeusen said, “the teachers
involved in this project are refugees with a teaching
background and have a tremendous amount of experi-
ence.” “Keeping them on requires the project to be sus-
tainable from a financial point of view. The VUB
Foundation has been active in this regard and we are
grateful for donations such as this one from the
Embassy of the State of Kuwait as it will keep the proj-

ect running,” he noted. “I
hope that we can continue to
collaborate with you in the
future intensively as we are
here for the people,” added
Professor Meeusen.

Sami Azar, the coordinator
of the project, said that the
program started in October
2016 with 164 children and
has continued with 300 stu-
dents now and with six
teachers. “Our maximum

capacity is 300 children and we have another 300 chil-
dren on the waiting list,” he said.

Besides children from Arab background, this year
children from total European background also enrolled
to learn Arabic, said Azar. The project has four centers
in Brussels and every center has five classrooms with 15
children. Classes are held on weekends and Wednesday
afternoons. The reception held at the VUB, was attend-

ed by some of the teachers of the program who shared
their experience in joining such a program.

Teacher Halla Aboud said she teaches children
between 8 and 9 years. “It is not easy to give lesson to
children in Arabic as their second language,” she said and
thanked Kuwait for this assistance. Another teacher Roula
Ibrahim said this help from Kuwait is great and valuable
because we need such assistance to continue our project

to preserve our mother tongue. “We thank the Kuwait
embassy and the state of Kuwait for their support to this
project,” she said. Professor Caroline Pauwels, rector of
international relations in VUB, sent a letter to Budaiwi
expressing her sincere thanks on behalf of the university
and the program for ‘your kind donation.’ “I truly appreci-
ate your enthusiasm for our project and we are grateful
for the kind donation you made,” said the letter. —KUNA
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BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s ambassador to Belgium Jasem Al-Budaiwi with the teachers and staff of the Arabic
classes in VUB. — KUNA

Belgian university thanks Kuwait
for support to Arabic language

$17,000 donation to support VUB’s Arabic language program

Publishers speak
highly of Kuwait
e-marketing 
of books
KUWAIT: Participants in the 43rd Kuwait
International Book Fair (KIF-2018) on Friday
reviewed ways to draw on Kuwait’s experi-
ment in online marketing. Traditional market-
ing of books and pre-paid ads are no longer
effective in nowadays world where the inter-
net, virtual communities and social network-
ing website guide the readers’ choices, they
agreed at a lecture, held on the sidelines of
KIF in collaboration with the Arab Publishers
Association.

In his speech, Ahmad Al-Haider, a Kuwaiti
author and co-founder of the online publish-
ing house Platinum Book, attributed the mas-
sive spread of electronic marketing to the
accelerated development of information and
communications technology. The majority of
prestigious publishing houses realized the
declining influence of overt or covert pre-
paid ads and turned to the social networking
websites, he said. The Kuwaiti publishing
houses were among the earliest ones which

realized the need to use online marketing to
reach out to larger audience and new cus-
tomers, thus reviving the book market, Haider
pointed out. While marketing their books, the
Kuwaiti publishers targeted celebrated intel-
lectuals, popular bloggers and web activists,
making overtures to them and offering them
books free of charge, he added.

Razan Al-Marshad, founder of Huroof
Cultural Center, a Kuwaiti online service, said
the online marketing made great success in
Kuwait thanks to the spread of web activism
and easy access to social networking web-
sites. However, there is a gap between the

intelligentsia and ordinary readers, which
gave rise to a problem in online marketing; a
certain community could find a book suitable
while others think otherwise, she noted. While
marketing their books online, Kuwaiti pub-
lishers had to work on two parallel lines, one
targeting the intelligentsia and the other ordi-
nary readers, Marshad added. At the end of
the lecture, participants appreciated Kuwait’s
experiment and voiced hope for benefiting
from it. Opened on November 14, KIF 2018
continues until November 24 with represen-
tatives of 505 publishing houses from 26
countries taking part. — KUNA

KUWAIT: (From left) Kuwaiti author Ahmad Al-Haider, the lecture’s moderator Hussein
Ibrahim and founder of Huroof Cultural Center Razan Al-Marshad. — KUNA

Dr Suad Al-Sabah publishes
book on Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Sabah
KUWAIT: Sheikha Dr Suad Al-Sabah published the
first book in Kuwait documenting the era of former
(fifth) Kuwaiti ruler Sheikh Abdullah bin Sabah Al-
Sabah between 1866 and 1892. The book titled “Kuwait
in the era of Abdullah bin Sabah Al-Sabah” sheds light
on an important time in Kuwait’s history that has not
been documented before, Dar Suad Al-Sabah for
Publishing and Distribution said in a press statement
yesterday. The book includes the aspects of Sheikh
Abdullah’s personality and refers to the fact that he
was one of the longest-ruling leaders of Kuwait.
Sheikha Suad also shed light on the unstable and war-
filled era of Sheikh Abdullah’s ruling, and the “Trucial
Coast” agreement signed between the UK and Gulf
countries’ sheikhs in 1861 during his time, allowing the
UK to provide protection to them. Meanwhile, Sheikha
Suad hoped the book would bring awareness of
Kuwaiti youth to the efforts of the former leaders to shape the future of Kuwait and
get acquainted with the hardships they faced in the process. — KUNA

The book’s cover.

Zain sponsors
National Day
of People with
Special Needs
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital
service provider in Kuwait,
announced its main sponsorship of
the special event organized to cele-
brate the National Day of People with
Special Needs entitled ‘Towards
Distinctive Education for People with
Disabilities.’ The event was held
under the patronage of Minister of
Education and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Hamed Al-Azmi, with
the attendance of the Honorary
President of Kuwait Disabled Sports
Club Shaikha Shaikha Abdullah Al-
Sabah, the Assistant Undersecretary
for Private and Qualitative Education
at the Ministry of Education Dr
Abdulmohsen Al-Huwailah and the
Director of the Special Education
Schools Department Dr Salman Al-
Lafi, with the participation of the
Special Education Schools Activities
Department.

Zain is keen on supporting such
initiatives as part of its Corporate
Sustainabil ity and Social

Responsibil ity strategy towards
people with special needs. The com-
pany will spare no efforts to take
part in initiatives that celebrate the
capabilities of people with special
needs and their families and raise
awareness about their cause within
the community.

During the event, Zain organized a
number of recreational activities to
share the joys of this day with people
with special needs and their families.
The company was keen on contribut-
ing to making this event a success to
celebrate the capabilities of people
with special needs and empower
them within the society.

Zain dedicates a great part of its
Corporate Sustainability and Social
Responsibility strategy towards peo-
ple with special needs, including its
participation at the Arab Day of
People with Special Needs, sponsor-
ship of the seventh annual RunKuwait
charity marathon organized by
Fawzia Sultan Healthcare Network
(FSHN) aimed at supporting children
with special needs in Kuwait. The
company was also the strategic part-
ner of the fifth consecutive edition of
the Ideal Mother Award organized by
Al Kharafi Activity Kids Center and
aimed at shedding light on the distin-
guished efforts of mothers of children
with mental disabilities. Additionally,
the company regularly conducts visits
to social care centers during multiple
seasons all year round.

KUWAIT: Zain recognized for supporting the event.  
Sheikha Dr Suad Al-Sabah

KFH wraps up
Breast Cancer
Awareness
Campaign
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House
(KFH) concluded Breast Cancer
Awareness campaign themed ‘Be
Aware’ in collaboration with the Al-
Salam Hospital and the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society. This comes as part
of the bank’s social responsibility and
efforts to increase awareness about
breast cancer.

The campaign that coincided with
the World Breast Cancer Awareness
Month included a variety of aware-
ness events and activities including
offers and discounts, not to mention
special discussion sessions and lec-
tures to spread awareness among
women in the society. Moreover, KFH
presented a number of awareness
programs and health tips on its social
media platforms.

It is worth noting that KFH is keen
on participating in the health events
and activities. This incarnates the
Bank’s leading role in social responsi-
bility. KFH bolsters efforts that aim at
preventing Kuwait society from the
serious impact of diseases while rais-
ing the awareness of the importance
of healthy life.
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essential part of
human’s identity


