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Kuwait’s ties with Egypt unaffected

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah has affirmed that relations between the
Kuwaiti and Egyptian peoples cannot be strained
with trivialities. The deputy minister made the
assertion in a statement to the press, reacting to
some rhetoric on social media. These relations have
historic roots, he has affirmed, adding that the two
peoples disregard any ‘harmful rhetoric uttered by
persons who represent only themselves.’ “We are in
contact with our brothers in Egypt to tackle any
misunderstanding,” he said. — KUNA

Publishers sign written affidavits

KUWAIT: The publications department at the
Ministry of Information recently distributed written
affidavits to representatives of publishers taking
part in the 43rd Kuwait Book Fair, through which
they undertake to abide by the lists of books
approved by the ministry.  This procedure goes
against a promise previously made by the ministry,
especially concerning allowing books approved in
any of the GCC states. Notably, much debate had
been made about banning books and protests were
held, where protestors rejected what they described
as violating their rights to choose what they read
and called for scrapping censorship. — Al-Jarida

Divers remove fishing nets

KUWAIT: Kuwait Dive Team, affiliated with the
Environmental Voluntary Foundation, removed
abandoned fishing nets from nine-meters depth of
Shuwaikh Port’s waters in cooperation with Kuwait
Port Authority. The nets contained hundreds of
dead and alive fish and sea creatures, weighed
approximately two tons, and were few meters
away from Shuwaikh station for water distillation
and power generation, Waleed Al-Fadhel, the
team’s leader, said yesterday. — KUNA

News in brief

KUWAIT: The Italian Air Force aerobatic team performed in Kuwait yesterday as part of the celebration of the Italian week. The Italian Air Force’s Frecce Tricolori display team is also scheduled to put on an airshow over
the Arabian Gulf beach today near Kuwait Towers, the Kuwaiti Army announced yesterday. The show will start at 1:30 pm under the patronage and attendance of Kuwait’s Army Chief of General Staff Lieutenant General
Mohammad Al-Khuder, the army said in a press statement, noting that everyone is welcome to attend. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Iwas recently asked if I still believe in the impor-
tant role of the National Assembly to improve the
lives of people. I am convinced of the need for the

existence of the Assembly, even if it has not achieved
all the aspirations. Also, my personal view as a voter
is that parliaments have always been modest and
sometimes good in terms of performance and
achievements due to political and societal realities. I
believe that we should never doubt adherence to the
constitution, because what makes us unique as
Kuwaitis is democracy, the constitution and the
National Assembly. The Assembly will always remain
a Kuwaiti identity and we should never give it up.

I think that today we are facing a social dilemma,
which is the gap between the people and the repre-
sentatives of the people. Perhaps the most prominent
example appeared with the heavy rainfall in recent
days. People were expressing anger over water
entering their houses and the damage they suffered
to their properties and possible corruption in the
implementation of projects. But complaining is not
enough. There was no demand for exposing the truth
and facts behind this damage, whether from the
executors or the design or otherwise. After a few
days of sunshine, people will forget about the matter.

The Assembly held a special session to discuss
the issue and several parliamentarians expressed
their anger and sympathy with people. Also, the
speaker of the Assembly visited the residents of
Sabah Al-Ahmad, one of the new cities that suffered
considerable damage. I wished MPs would have
toured all residential areas and not only the new ones
to check the conditions of the people and the dam-
age they have suffered materially and morally. 

So what now? It is regrettable that many people
are about to lose confidence and perhaps hope that
the Assembly will play its desired role. But wishful
thinking and turning good wishes into reality will not
happen simply by talking, unless the people them-
selves start playing their part in accountability and
following up with their representatives.

We are hearing a lot of resentment, as if our situa-
tion has become hopeless, and blaming everyone and
everything starting from expatriates, the routine and
the government for being the cause of corruption at a
time when we must look within ourselves. How many
of us have met the MPs of our constituency since the
elections, and does the MP know that he has been
chosen to be a representative of the people and not
only his group?  Have the people imposed their agen-
da for the sake of Kuwait and its sustainability?

I think the dilemma today is that many people
have high expectations and wishes, but the reality is
that the citizen is a partner and no less than the MP,
as both represent the nation with different roles. I
hope for all those who are dissatisfied with the per-
formance of the Assembly to remember the basis of
their choice of the representatives of their con-
stituency. Let me tell them that we will keep com-
plaining, as we have not done enough for Kuwait.

Are we doing enough
for Kuwait?

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  

By Muna Al-Fuzai 

local spotlightContract signed 
to build new
educational museum
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Minister of Education Hamed Al-Azmi
defended closing the educational and scientific museum
due to construction faults and the falling of some parts of
the ceiling of the natural history auditorium. Responding
to an inquiry by MP Osama Al-Shaheen concerning sus-
pending maintenance operations at the museum since it
was shuttered, Azmi said that a public-private partner-
ship (PPP) project contract had been signed to build a
new educational and scientific museum because there
was no economic feasibility in restoring the old building.
Azmi added that a mobile van is being currently used as
an alternative for student visits as the van tours various
educational zones and schools where students can see
various items displayed for their benefit.  

Express logistics
In order to achieve HH the Amir’s vision of turning

Kuwait into an international financial and commercial
hub, Kuwait has set futuristic plans to develop various
strategic sectors and enhance their competitiveness

through several projects, such as developing ports, air-
ports, roads and railways. Accordingly, an economic
report  titled ‘Kuwait Express Delivery and E-Commerce
Logistics Market Outlook till 2022’ provides a compre-
hensive analysis of express and e-commerce logistics
services in Kuwait. 

The report focuses on overall market size for express
logistics as well as e-commerce logistics in Kuwait,
express delivery market segmentation by air express and
road express, by delivery type (international express and
domestic express), by business mode (B2B, C2C and
B2C), Kuwait e-commerce logistics market segmentation
by channel (e-commerce merchants and 3PL compa-
nies), by time duration (same day delivery beyond five
hours, delivery within five hours and others) and by pay-
ment method (cash on delivery and others). 

The report also covers the overall competitive land-
scape, growth drivers and trends and the government’s
role and regulations. The report concludes with market
projection for the future and analyst recommendations
highlighting major opportunities and threats. The report
also predicted that in view of the rise in online shopping,
e-commerce will grow to $1.1 billion by 2020 and that
logistics and storage markets will positively and annually
grow by 9 percent during 2018 to 2022. 

Indian power plant
The Resurgent Power Company, in which Kuwait

Investment Authority is a major investor, recently
acquired a 75.01 percent stake in Jaiprakash Associates’

1,980-megawatt Indian power plant. In this regard,
Renascent Power Ventures; a subsidiary of Resurgent
Powers, signed an agreement to purchase the shares
from the lenders’ group led by State Bank of India. 

MEW loses KD 8 million
The Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW)

recently lost over KD 8 million in fines and compensa-
tions ordered by final court orders in cases filed against
the ministry over the past nine years (2009-2018).
According to statistics presented by Minister Bakheet
Al-Rasheedi on responding to an inquiry by MP Essa
Al-Kandari, the largest amount in fines and compensa-
tions (KD 2,893,675) was paid in 2013-2014. Rasheedi
added that MEW won 215 cases and lost 27 cases filed
by companies or individuals. Rasheedi explained that
the oil ministry has only lost a limited number of cases
and paid only KD 1,230 in compensation, compared to
the cases it won. 

Housing welfare law
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem listed six proposals to

amend the housing welfare law that had been all reject-
ed by the  government on the National Assembly’s
agenda. Notably, the housing ministry had rejected a
proposal to grant bachelor citizens older than 45 any
housing loans on grounds that such a privilege will
encourage more youth to remain unmarried. The min-
istry also justified the decision by the possibility of
exhausting the Credit Bank’s capital.  

Beware of foreign
objects after rain:
Interior Ministry
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The relations and security information
department at the Ministry of Interior (MoI)
renewed its warnings to citizens and expats to avoid
any foreign objects that might appear in desert
areas following the recent heavy rains, and which
may be part of hazardous military leftovers.
Meanwhile, Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen
Essam Al-Naham, accompanied by Acting Assistant
Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Maj Gen Hatem
Al-Sayegh, inspected areas where water had gath-
ered and oversaw how it was being removed. He
inspected the Sabahiya and Mangaf underpasses
and King Abdulaziz Road. Along with the President
of the Civil Aviation Directorate Sheikh Salman Al-
Hmoud Al-Sabah, he inspected airport runways and
checked the damage. Nahham ended his tour in
Souq Mubarakiya and inspected old buildings that
were affected by rain.

Bus fire
The public relations and information department

at Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) said a
bus caught fire while parked in an open area in
Fahaheel, prompting firemen to respond as the
flames spread to another bus. The blaze was put out
and no injuries were reported.

1,819 calls
Kuwait Municipality Director General Ahmad Al-

Manfouhi visited cleanliness centers in various gov-
ernorates to make sure about their performance
according to emergency plans. Manfouhi informed
municipal workers about the gratitude of the His
Highness Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Sabah to municipal employees for their work during
the rain. He said the municipality received 1,819 calls
at the operations room, drained more than 12 million
gallons of water and removed 128,196 cu m of rub-
bish, trees and soil. 

(From top) A rocket, landmine and grenade are seen
after they were exposed due to the recent heavy rains.


