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News in brief

Defense Minister
receives well-wishers
KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah will
receive concerned citizens today, on the occasion of
his return from a medical treatment trip. The reception
will be held from 05:30 pm to 08:30 pm at the Army
Officers’ Club, the Ministry of Defense said in a press
statement yesterday. — KUNA

Kuwait named to aviation post
RABAT: The air navigation committee of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization concluded yesterday its 40th
meeting by choosing Saudi Arabia as chair and electing,
uncontested, Kuwait as deputy chair of the commission.
Abdullah Al-Rajhi, the monitor of air aviation for interna-
tional relations at Kuwait’s Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), said in remarks to KUNA that partici-
pants in the commission two-day meeting examined all
topics on the agenda. All members named Kuwait as the
deputy chair, he said, hoping that Kuwait’s service in this
post would contribute to elevating level of the aerial
transports in the Arab countries. The commission’s next
meeting will be held in April. — KUNA

Kuwait welcomes indictments
KUWAIT: Kuwait welcomed recent indictments by
Saudi Arabia’s public prosecutor over the Jamal
Khashoggi murder case, an official foreign ministry
source said on Friday. Kuwait praised the public pros-
ecutor’s finding, which was a result of transparent
investigations into the case and the Kingdom’s com-
mitment, under the leadership of King Salman bin
Abdulaziz, to lay the foundations of justice, source
said in a statement. The statement lauded Riyadh’s
keenness in taking legal actions against those involved
in the crime, added the statement. Kuwait reiterates its
confidence in Saudi Arabia’s legal procedures, stress-
ing the importance of refraining from using the case
for political purposes, it noted. — KUNA

Schools open today
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education announced yes-
terday the resumption of the study today in all schools
of different stages of education, including kinder-
gartens after the rehabilitation to schools which were
effected by heavy rains in recent days. Assistant
Undersecretary for Educational Development and
Activities Faisal Al-Maqseed said that the ministry was
able, through the efforts of its members, to correct
imbalance caused by the heavy rains in some schools.
He noted that all the Ministry’s schools in different
educational areas, including Sabah Al-Ahmad area are
fully prepared to receive students. — KUNA

$42 million to UNRWA
NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative at
the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi has handed
the UN Palestinian refugees agency (UNRWA) a $42.1
million-worth Kuwaiti contribution to support its
activities. “This takes the total contribution of Kuwait
to $50 million, making it one of the largest contributors
to UNRWA in 2018,” Otaibi said following his meeting
with head of the UNRWA office in New York Peter
Mulrean. He noted that the Kuwaiti aid was also meant
to help UNRWA address its financial shortfall and
continue its services to Palestinian refugees. “This con-
tribution affirms Kuwait’s continued backing to
UNRWA’s activities and educational, health and relief
programs for over five million Palestinian refugees in
its operation areas,” He said. Otaibi reiterated Kuwait’s
firm support for the Palestinian cause and the
Palestinian people, particularly refugees. He empha-
sized Kuwait’s backing and solidarity with the
Palestinian people efforts to defend their just cause
and get their legitimate rights. — KUNA

Amir lauds Kuwaitis’ unity
in facing severe weather

Crown Prince thanks officials for facing deluge 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Friday a cable of thanks to
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. His
Highness expressed his utmost gratitude and appreciation
to the Parliament Speaker and fellow MPs for their coop-
eration and interaction with aftermath of the stormy
weather that hit the country recently. His Highness the
Amir also sent cables of thanks and appreciation to the
Chief of Kuwait National Guard His Highness Sheikh
Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah and KNG’s Deputy Chief Sheikh
Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness also
sent similar cables to His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, First
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh, Minister of Public
Works and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Hussam
Al-Roumi, Health Minister Sheikh Dr Bassel Al-Sabah,
Information Minister and State Minister for Youth
Mohammad Al-Jabri, Minister of State for Housing Affairs
and Minister of State for Services Jenan Boushehri, and
Oil Minister and Minister of Electricity and Water
Bakheet Al-Rasheedi. His Highness also sent thanks and
appreciation cables to the Director-General of Kuwait
Fire Service Directorate Lieutenant-General Khaled Al-
Mekrad and the Director-General of Kuwait Municipality
Ahmad Al-Manfouhi.

His Highness the Amir reiterated his utmost gratitude
and appreciation to the top state officials and fellow
employees for all their efforts in dealing with the after-
math of heavy rainfall and storms that swept across
Kuwait and the region. He also thanked them for their
keenness on preserving public and private properties. His
Highness valued such efforts and coordination between

various state bodies, pointing out their significant role,
dedication, and devotion in working around the clock in
light of severe weather conditions. Furthermore, His
Highness the Amir reiterated his thanks and gratitude to
fellow citizens for their cooperation with government

bodies and public teams, and said the Kuwaiti people
embodied the spirit of cooperation and unity, for which
they are known in hard times and good ones. Moreover,
His Highness also expressed his utmost thanks and appre-
ciation to Arab states for their good sentiments with
Kuwait in facing the inclement weather, and for their broth-
erly initiatives to provide aid and support to overcome the
difficult circumstances. His Highness the Amir prayed to
Allah Almighty to protect Kuwait from all harms and per-
petuate the grace of security, safety, and prosperity.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Friday cabled
Speaker Ghanem, expressing deep appreciation for MPs’
positive interaction with repercussions of the recent
weather conditions. His Highness the Crown Prince also
addressed cables of appreciation to His Highness Sheikh
Salem Al-Ali, Sheikh Meshaal Al-Ahmad and His Highness

Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak. The cables were also sent to
ministers Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad, Sheikh Khaled
Al-Jarrah, Saleh, Roumi, Dr Bassel Al-Sabah, Jabri,
Boushehri and Rahseedi. His Highness also thanked Lt
Gen Mekrad and Manfouhi.

In these cables, His Highness the Crown Prince
expressed deep appreciation of the great efforts, exert-
ed by the officials to cope with outcome of the rainfalls

for sake of safeguarding cit izens and residents.
Furthermore, he thanked the citizens for their fruitful
cooperation with the authorities that were involved in
facing the deluge. He prayed to His Almighty Allah to
safeguard dear Kuwait and enable it to attain further
progress and prosperity under the leadership of His
Highness the Amir, the Leader of Humanitarian Action,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA

KAC Chairman extols
govt effort during
rainfall crisis
KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Airways Yousef Al-Jassem has
appreciated government’s efforts in resuming operations at
Kuwait International Airport following the recent rainfall crisis.
In a press statement yesterday, Jassem praised efforts exerted
by the government, headed by His Highness the Premier
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, as well as
efforts of ministries and various government institutions to
address the consequences of the accumulation of rainwater.

He said that Kuwait Airways has done its utmost in these
exceptional circumstances, pointing out that six of Kuwait
Airways’ planes were surrounded by accumulation of rainwa-
ter during the past three days, forcing the company to cancel
a number of scheduled flights because of the difficulty of
operating the fleet and to overcome the crisis. He explained
that full care was given to the passengers according to the
company’s policy, adding that some 1,330 passengers were
given lodging at hotels in a number of external stations until
they are returned to Kuwait or transferred to their destina-
tions as of Thursday.

He stressed that Kuwait Airways has sought to prevent the
delay of the movement of aircraft as soon as possible during
the past three days, resulting, by the grace of God and by
concerted efforts from government agencies, to able to put
into operation the six aircraft which were surrounded by the
accumulation of rainwater. Jassem said that all aircraft were
temporarily transferred to T-1 building until the concerned
parties finish processing the water-saturated areas and then
give the green light for resumption of flights, thanking the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation and the Ministry of
Public Works in this respect. — KUNA
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Officials pose for a group photo.

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Chief Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah (second from right) is pictured
with other officials.

Workers drain rainwater at the airport.Chairman of Kuwait Airways Yousef Al-Jassem


