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KUWAIT: Kuwait was able to put a dent in the
dominance of South East Asian countries in the
Airgun competition by winning the bronze
medal of the 10m air pistol for men following the
end of the 4th day of competitions in the 8th
Asian shotgun and 11th Airgun championships of
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting
Complex, as China continued its tight control of
the gold medals.

The team of Ali Al-Mutairi, Saud Al-Ajmi and
Hamad Al-Namshan had a score of 1706 points,
placing them third while China was first with

1731 points and Singapore silver with 1706
points. The Chinese dominated the first three
places in the individuals event, as world cham-
pion for 2018 and Asia juniors in 2017 Jiayu Wu
won the gold medal with the score of 240.5 fol-
lowed by Junzhi Huang with 238.9 points and
Hao Zhang third with 219.1.

In the women’s 10m Airpistol event Ranxin
Jiang won the gold medal with a score of 243.3
while Singapore’s Xiu Hong Teh won silver with
235.3 and China’s Xue Li won bronze with 215.9.

In the women’s teams China was first with
1723 points, while Taiwan took silver with 1705
and Singapore took bronze with 1680.

In the juniors events in the 10m air pistol
India’s Chaudhary Saurabh won gold with a
score of 239.8, Arjun Singh Cheema took silver
with 237.7 and Taiwan’s Wei-Te Huang won
bronze with a score of 218 points. In the team
event India was first, China second and Kaza-
khstan third.

In the 10m air pistol women junior Xiaoyu
Wang was first with 238.9 points followed by
China’s Keyi Wang with 234.8 and Mei-Fang
Yans from Taiwan was third with 216.5. In the
teams event China was first, India second and
Chinese Taipei third. 

Kuwait Shooting Sport Club Secretary Gen-

eral, Tournament Director Obaid Al-Osaimi
lauded Kuwait’s team winning the bronze medal
in the 10m pistol event following fierce compe-
tition from the rest of teams.

He said the credit goes for the Airgun depart-
ment men at the club, and expected more
achievements in the coming days.

Meanwhile, Deputy Technical Director of
Airgun Department Abdallah Barakat said the
10m pistol team of Ali Al-Mutairi, Hamad Al-
Namshan and Saad Al-Ajmi had a very good
performance, and was satisfied with what took
place so far specially elite squads from South
East Asia are participating.

Kuwait wins bronze as 
China dominates on Day 4 

Cancer-hit Lee 
announces 
badminton 
comeback bid
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian star Lee
Chong Wei yesterday said he plans to return
to badminton after successful treatment for
nose cancer, insisting he had no intention of
retiring. The ex-world number one said he
could resume training as early as next month
and was targeting a competitive comeback
at the All England Open in March.

“I finished all my treatment... and have re-
covered very well,” a cheerful and healthy-
looking Lee, 36, told a press conference in
Kuala Lumpur. “I want to come back to
court,” he said, adding: “As of now, I am not
retiring.”

The three-time Olympic silver medallist
was making his first public appearance since
his shock diagnosis was announced in Sep-
tember. Lee, who returned from treatment in
Taiwan last month, said it was his “dream” to
play in the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, which
would be his fifth Summer Games.

“I think qualify (for the Tokyo Olympics)
should be no problem for me,” he said, but
added that his health was his current priority.
“I just try my very best because I love my
country... and I love badminton,” he said.

The player however conceded that if his
health does not improve enough, he may
have to hang up his racquet: “If my condition
is good, I will continue. If I can’t, I will stop.”
Lee, who enjoys superstar status in Malaysia,
was diagnosed with early-stage nose cancer,
forcing him to pull out of the Asian Games
and world championships.

The father of two said that when he
found out about the illness, “I was crying
for a week, couldn’t eat, couldn’t sleep”.
On the advice of his doctors he travelled
to Taiwan for treatment, during which he

lost five kilos (11 pounds). “This is the
toughest period of my life,” said Lee, who
has slipped to eighth in the world rankings.
“But I had the support of my loved ones to
continue fighting.” Lee said that he under-
went over 30 sessions of treatment at the
hands of seven doctors. 

He said they have given him a clean bill of
health, and has regained three kilos since
coming home. Nose cancer is perhaps the
biggest blow suffered by Lee, who was
banned after testing positive for a proscribed
anti-inflammatory at the 2014 world champi-
onships.

Lee returned to the sport in 2015, after
authorities accepted he took the drug inad-
vertently.  His unsuccessful attempts to
capture Malaysia’s first ever Olympic gold
medal at three consecutive Summer Games
were followed avidly back home, as was his
long-running rivalry with Chinese superstar
Lin Dan. His last shot at Olympic gold at Rio
2016 ended in failure when the Malaysian
lost out to China’s Chen Long in a nail-bit-
ing final. — AFP
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