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From Elizabeth to Lisbeth: Claire
Foy’s transformation

When director Fede Alvarez chose Claire Foy to star in
the latest film in the “Girl with the Dragon Tattoo” se-
ries, he had no doubt the 34-year-old actress would

easily transform herself into the intrepid cold-as-ice hacker Lis-
beth Salander. After all, the British actress has experience playing
a fearless woman with ice running through her veins when needed
— Queen Elizabeth II.

“I saw ‘The Crown’ one day and I was like, ‘That’s it, this is all
Lisbeth,’ because as crazy as that sounds, there is so much in com-
mon with the challenges of playing someone like Lisbeth or Eliz-
abeth,” Alvarez told AFP in a recent telephone interview from
Rome. Fresh off her Emmy-winning turn as the British monarch
on Netflix’s popular drama, Foy is tackling one of the heroines of
modern crime fiction — Salander, a Swedish hacker — in “The
Girl In The Spider’s Web.”

The film, which opens Friday in US theaters, follows Salander
as she is hired to hack into a defense program that can control the
codes for the world’s nuclear weapons. The role — previously
played by Noomi Rapace and Rooney Mara — represents a de-
parture for Foy, allowing the actress to showcase a different,
darker side. But the Uruguayan director says her regal role pre-
pared her well. “They are very similar characters,” Alvarez said.
“The queen is never allowed to show she’s angry or sad, always
keeping a straight face in front of very different situations ... and
Lisbeth doesn’t allow herself to show her true emotions — she’s
pushing those emotions deep inside her.”

Mixed reviews 
“Spider’s Web” is based on a novel by David Lagercrantz, who

was chosen to continue the so-called “Millennium” series begun
by the late Stieg Larsson. The film has been met with mixed re-
views, with industry magazine Variety saying fans are likely to be
disappointed with the way Salander is portrayed. “The Girl in the
Spider’s Web ...is more vested in fiery external explosions than in-
ternal pain, reducing Salander to a quirky Batgirl-like figure, soft-
pedaling her feminism, practically eliminating her queerness, and
tossing in an American so the US can save the world,” it said.

The Rotten Tomatoes review aggregation website, which gave
the crime thriller a 64 percent rating, said the critics’ consensus
was that the movie “distills the action elements of its source ma-
terial for a less complex — yet still reasonably effective — fran-
chise reboot.”

“Secret and shame’ 
Alvarez, who directed the 2016 hit thriller “Don’t Breathe,” said

that as with any novel, it was difficult to adapt Lagercrantz’s work
for the big screen and still remain faithful to the plot. “You have
to sacrifice a lot of things — otherwise, it would be an eight-hour
movie,” he said. He said he used the screenplay written by Steven
Knight (“Peaky Blinders”) and Jay Basu, and adapted it to make it
more personal.

“Basically it was really making it about secret and shame, al-
ways about the family, whatever the story, as big as it is, even if
the stakes are the world — it always has to be about yourself,
something very close to the main character,” he said. “It’s also
about a sin, something they have committed and they have to
atone for.” In the case of Salander, the backstory concerns her es-
tranged sister Camilla — played by Dutch actress Sylvia Hoeks
(“Blade Runner 2049”) — who she hasn’t seen since she escaped
their abusive father, a Russian crime lord. Hoeks said the movie
was shot just as the #MeToo movement erupted and was im-
pacted by the raft of allegations of sexual abuse that surfaced at
the time. “We discussed it — it was a very hot topic,” she said.
“We didn’t really change the script but for me, it was like the story
and reality went hand-in-hand all of a sudden.” — AFP 

In this file photo taken on November 4, 2018, actress Claire Foy and di-
rector Fede Alvarez attend “The Girl In The Spider’s Web” New York
screening at Henry Luce Theater in New York City. —AFP photos 

In this file photo taken on June 11, 2018  British actress Claire Foy (left)
and Dutch actress Sylvia Hoeks pose during the photocall for the film
“The Girl in the Spider’s Web” in Barcelona.

LONDON: Spice Girls devotees celebrated the band’s reunion
tour announced this week — and none more so than a long-time
British superfan with the world’s biggest collection of their mem-
orabilia. Alan Smith Allison, 37, last year quit working for charities
to devote himself full-time to showcasing his and several other
collectors’ thousands of Spice Girl items.

Ahead of opening his latest display in Britain later this month,

he said news of the tour had left him “incredibly excited”. “Any-
thing they do I’m there with bells on, front row, singing along,” Al-
lison told AFP at London’s St Pancras Station, where the pop
phenomena filmed their first music video for 1996 hit single
“Wannabe”. The best-selling girl band — minus pop star-turned-
fashion designer Victoria Beckham — unveiled plans Tuesday for
next year’s UK tour, which will see them play Wembley Stadium,
Britain’s biggest venue.

Beckham, who first grew to fame as Posh Spice, confirmed she
will not be joining her former bandmates. “You’ve got to forgive
Victoria if she wants to move on,” said Allison, who is not con-
vinced of a mooted surprise appearance at some stage. “I don’t
know how easy it would be to cross over from an elite world
where you’re dealing with Vogue magazine and the biggest fash-
ion houses,” he added. Tickets for the six concerts so far con-
firmed go on sale Saturday, with the band hinting further dates
may yet be added.

In this file photo taken on August 12, 2012 Spice Girls perform during the closing ceremony of the 2012 London Olympic Games at the Olympic
stadium in London on August 12, 2012.

LONDON: At first glance, Steve McQueen’s latest film,
“Widows”, looks like a fast-paced heist movie, but the award-
winning British director says he wanted his Chicago-set
movie to take a deeper look at the current political and so-
cial-economic climate. Adapted from an 1980s television se-
ries by British crime writer Lynda La Plante, “Widows”
follows a group of women who plan a heist to pay off a large
debt left by their dead husbands’ crimes.

Gender, race, crime and politics are all subjects touched
on in the movie, which stars Oscar winner Viola Davis, “Fast
and Furious” star Michelle Rodriguez and “The Night Man-
ager” actress Elizabeth Debicki. “The whole idea of having
this roller-coaster ride of a heist was ... to engage with that
whole idea of escapism and ... the whole of that aspect of a
thriller but not negate the political and the current ... social
economical environment that we live in today,” McQueen told
Reuters in an interview.

The London-born filmmaker, known for “12 Years a Slave”
and “Shame”, said he decided to set the movie “in ... a height-
ened contemporary western city”, picking Chicago, the third-
largest city in the United States. “I want to take ... this fiction
and staple it into reality of our every day,” he said. “First,
foremost my job is to entertain ... Secondly you’re hoping it
will enlighten, you are hoping it will shed light on things which
are happening every day which some people can actually
recognize and be aware of.” “I can only hope that this film
could do that, even if it’s just one person.” — Reuters 
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