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HELSINKI: The European Union’s chief Brexit
negotiator told political allies yesterday to be-
ware the rise of populist nationalism in Europe,
warning of a “Farage in every country”. Michel
Barnier cited the anti-EU British MEP Nigel
Farage as a cautionary example at a conference
of the centre-right European People’s Party.
Farage, the former leader of the UK Independ-
ence Party, was one of the most high-profile fig-
ures in the successful campaign to convince
British voters to quit the bloc. 

“We’ll have to fight against those who want
to demolish Europe, with their populist deceit,
with their attacks against the European project,”
Barnier said. “There is now a Farage in every
country, in every country.” Barnier is now at-
tempting to negotiate a deal with Prime Minister
Theresa May’s government for Britain’s “orderly”
exit, which will take place in March next year.
But he warned his EPP colleagues that they must
win next year’s European parliamentary elec-
tions and be prepared to fight other anti-Euro-
pean forces elsewhere.

Meanwhile, Britain’s foreign minister played
down yesterday the prospect of an imminent
deal on Brexit and called for greater efforts to
be made in the negotiations to “understand the
other’s perspective.” After a speech in Paris that
sought to soothe tensions with France caused by
Britain’s exit from the European Union, Foreign
Secretary Jeremy Hunt was asked if a deal was
within reach in the next week. “Seven days is
probably pushing it, but I am optimistic that

there will be a Brexit deal but I wouldn’t want to
be drawn on a specific timescale,” he told an au-
dience at the British embassy.

Negotiators have been racing the clock to try
to agree the outlines of a withdrawal agreement
that could be approved at a summit of EU lead-
ers in Brussels this month, but hopes are fading.
EU chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier
warned Wednesday that “more work is needed”
in the talks. Hunt used his speech, delivered in
French, to pay tribute to the “bonds of friendship
and commerce” between Britain and France and
to make the case for the closest possible rela-
tionship between the allies after Brexit.

France has taken a hard line in the negotia-
tions, with President Emmanuel Macron insistent
that Britain should not be allowed to negotiate
advantages for itself as it withdraws from the
European Union. Hunt also raised hackles in
Paris last month when he compared the EU to
the Soviet Union and suggested its members
were trying to punish Britain for leaving. “I an
absolutely certain that France is keen to reach an
agreement,” Hunt said. “Not reaching an agree-
ment is in no one’s interest.”

Addressing concerns in the French govern-
ment that Britain wants to withdraw from the
EU but retain the same trading advantages,
Hunt said that London was “not... trying to have
‘our cake and eat it’.” Britain is due to leave the
28-nation bloc on March 29 next year but talks
on its exit remain held up by disagreements
over managing the border between EU member

Ireland and the British-ruled province of
Northern Ireland.

The issue is set to be discussed between
Macron and British Prime Minister Theresa May
today when they meet in northern France for a
ceremony to mark the end of World War I. Hunt’s
speech reflected Britain’s desire-reciprocated in
Paris-to maintain close ties after Brexit despite

the tricky negotiations and sometimes over-
heated rhetoric. Recent reports in the British
tabloid media have suggested French ports are
preparing to stall trade with Britain after Brexit-
something categorically denied in France. The
countries are Europe’s two biggest military pow-
ers and its second- and third-biggest economies,
after Germany. —Agencies
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Bangladesh’s Zia 
returns to prison
DHAKA: Bangladesh authorities yester-
day sent opposition leader Khaleda Zia
back to jail after a month of treatment
in hospital, an official said. The move
came just ahead of the official an-
nouncement of the date of a general
election which the 73-year-old Zia will
almost certainly be excluded from be-
cause of the prison terms she is serving.
Hospital director Brigadier General Ab-
dullah al Harun told reporters Zia had
been cleared to go back to Dhaka Cen-
tral Jail. “Her health has been in ade-
quately stable condition.” One of her
aides, Zahid Hossain, alleged however
that Zia’s doctors had not approved her
return to jail. Zia’s lawyers have previ-
ously accused the government of put-
ting the health of the two-time former
prime minister at risk by refusing her
specialized care in prison.

Zia was jailed for five years in Febru-
ary for corruption and has since been

held at the British colonial-era prison
which was abandoned in 2016 but
brought back into service to keep her.
She was taken to hospital last month
when her condition deteriorated. Her
doctors say Zia cannot use her left hand
because of severe arthritis. She is dia-
betic and also has problems with her
neck and shoulder. During her time in
hospital, Zia was sentenced to seven
years in jail in a new graft case while an
appeal court doubled the term from the
original case to 10 years.

Zia is now running out of time to
make an appeal that could clear her to
run in the election expected at the end
of December. Zia’s Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party has condemned the cases as
politically motivated to keep her out of
an election showdown with current
prime minister and arch-rival Sheikh
Hasina. BNP officials held talks with
Hasina on their election demands which
included releasing the party leader.
Hasina rejected the demand. The BNP
boycotted the 2014 vote in which Hasina
returned to power but is expected to
contest the election this year. —AFP

Cambodian PM 
blasts his critics,
promotes sons
PHNOM PENH: Cambodian Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen lashed out at critics yester-
day for questioning high-level
appointments bestowed on the strong-
man’s children, denying that the promo-
tions were part of a strategy to
“strengthen power”. The 66-year-old
leader has ruled Cambodia for 33 years
and his administration is full of family-
linked officials, with his three sons in key
posts across defense and intelligent es-
tablishments. Hun Sen has long shrugged
off accusations of nepotism but in a
speech to students in Phnom Penh, he
framed the promotions as a natural
byproduct of education and training. “I
read a media briefing sent to me this
morning about Hun Sen promoting (his)
children,” he said.

“I want to ask everyone: Are my chil-
dren human beings? Are they citizens?”

He said they had advanced degrees and
had studied abroad. “They say it is to
strengthen power. We sent them for train-
ing. What should we train them for?” An-
alysts say Hun Sen has stayed in power
for decades through a mix of political
savvy and loyal networks in the security
forces, and that he is grooming his sons
as possible successors. Hun Manet, his
eldest son, was promoted in early Sep-
tember to chief of joint staff of the Royal
Cambodian Armed Forces as well as the
commander of the infantry army head-
quarters.

He graduated from the US military
academy at West Point and the govern-
ment said his new responsibilities were
merit-based. Hun Sen’s second son Hun
Manit is the head of a military intelligence
unit and his youngest Hun Many is a par-
liamentarian who oversees the ruling
party’s far-reaching youth movement. In
July Hun Sen’s Cambodian People’s Party
(CPP) won all seats in parliament after
holding an election without an opposition.
The Supreme Court dissolved the only vi-
able party challenging CPP rule in No-
vember 2017 amid a wide-ranging
crackdown on dissent. —AFP


