
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump on
Wednesday fired Attorney General Jeff Sessions a
day after a heated midterm vote, naming a loyalist
to replace him in a move that raises questions over
the future of the Russia investigation. The axing
capped more than a year of bitter criticism by the
president over his legal advisor’s decision to recuse
himself from the probe into Moscow’s interference
in the 2016 election, paving the way for the ap-
pointment of Special Counsel Robert Mueller. In
announcing the resignation in a tweet that thanked
the former Alabama senator “for his service”-
Trump right away named as acting attorney gen-
eral Sessions’ chief of staff, Matthew Whitaker.

The announcement set off immediate alarm
bells: Whitaker has been overtly critical of the
broad scope granted to Mueller’s team to probe
beyond allegations that Trump’s campaign col-
luded with Russia in 2016, into other ties between
Trump, his family and aides, and Russia-an inves-
tigation the president calls a “witch hunt. In an
op-ed in August last year he publicly urged
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein-who
oversees the probe-to “limit the scope of his in-
vestigation to the four corners of the order ap-
pointing him special counsel.”

As acting attorney general, Whitaker now has
the power to wrest oversight away from Rosen-
stein and take charge himself. Democratic Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer immediately
called on Whitaker to recuse himself from the

probe as his predecessor had, “given his previous
comments advocating defunding and imposing
limitations” on it. Senator Bernie Sanders, a for-
mer presidential hopeful, went further, tweeting
that “any attempt by the president or the Justice
Department to interfere with Mueller’s probe
would be an obstruction of justice and impeach-
able offense.”

First casualty after midterms
They were joined in their demands by Repub-

lican Mitt Romney, a former presidential candi-
date and frequent Trump critic who won a US
Senate seat in Tuesday’s midterm. Thanking Ses-
sions for his service, Romney said that it was “im-
perative that the important work of the Justice
Department continues, and that the Mueller in-
vestigation proceeds to its conclusion unim-
peded.” Whitaker himself meanwhile offered little
clue about his intentions in a bland statement to
reporters that praised his former boss as a “ded-
icated public servant” and said he would work to
leading a department that conformed to the
“highest ethical standards.” 

Sessions was the first casualty of a cabinet
shakeup that had been expected from Trump fol-
lowing the midterm elections where his Republican
party lost control of the House of Representatives
but retained the Senate. But his departure was an-
ticipated since early this year, after he endured
withering and repeated criticism from the presi-

dent over the legally troubled ban on Muslim trav-
elers Trump sought when he came into office, and
over the Mueller probe. “At your request, I am sub-

mitting my resignation,” Sessions said in the first
line of a letter addressed to Trump, released by the
Department of Justice. —AFP 
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World War I: Mons 
graves hold first 
and last to fall
MONS: The graves at a cemetery outside the Belgian
town of Mons hold the remains of both the first and last
British soldiers to fall in World War I. The Saint Sym-
phorien site is less well-known than larger memorials like
those around Ypres in Belgium or Vimy and Verdun in the
battlefields of France. But it has become a symbol of the
sacrifice of the British who battled to defend Mons in 1914
and the Canadians who liberated it at the end of the war.

And, in this centenary year of the war’s end, it has at-
tracted world leaders alongside thousands of curious
well-wishers from around the globe. Today, British Prime
Minister Theresa May will pay her respects, followed on
the next day by Canada’s Governor General Julie Payette.
And the burial ground has another unusual feature:
around half of the 500 graves hold German troops, lying
beside their former Commonwealth foes. “It has become
an essential place for British and Canadian researchers
studying the 1914-1918 war,” Belgian historian Corentin
Rousman said.

First and last 
By coincidence, Saint Symphorien is the final resting

place of the first British soldier to die in the war, John Parr,
and the last, George Ellison. Milkman’s son Parr, of North
Finchley in London, lied about his age to join the Middle-
sex Regiment when he was just 15 in 1912. On August 21,
1914, he was shot dead after he came upon German cav-

alry while on a cycle reconnaissance mission. Ellison came
from Leeds in northern England and survived several of
the bloodiest World War I battles, only to be killed at
Mons, aged 40, on the last day of the war. 

Lying near the Englishmen under another of the white
tombstones dotting the green Belgian cemetery is a sol-
dier who has become something of a tragic celebrity in
his native Canada. George Price, 26, was shot dead by a
German sniper in Ville-sur-Haine near Mons at 10:58 am-
also on November 11, 1918 — just two minutes before the
Armistice went into effect. When Payette visits his grave-
side on Sunday, it will be to honor the man recognized as
the last Commonwealth soldier to have fallen. In the ceme-
tery, as official ceremonies approach, local and interna-
tional officials are making preparations alongside tourists
and military history enthusiasts from Britain and Canada. 

David Scheel, a 59-year-old government IT manager
from Ottawa, told AFP how he and his friends have come
to the France-Belgium border to mark the 100-year an-
niversary of the Armistice. “We honor those that fought
and died to preserve our way of life,” he said, recalling
family tales of his great uncle’s death. Local officials es-
timate that 25,000 people per year still visit Saint Sym-
phorien-many attracted not just by Commonwealth
history but by the site’s joint Anglo-German signifi-
cance. The historian, Rousman, said that German troops
began burying their dead here in 1916, while the war
was still raging.

‘United in death’ 
A Belgian landowner agreed to give up the land to

allow the burials, but only on condition that British troops
killed in the same unlucky fields be allowed to lie in the
same ground. “The symbolic message was: ‘Enemies in
life, united in death’,” said Rousman, who is helping coor-
dinate the centenary memorials. —AFP 

Britain’s Prince Charles
vows not to meddle as king
LONDON: Britain’s Prince Charles said on Wednesday he was not “stu-
pid” enough to keep speaking out on contentious public issues once he
becomes king in a rare interview about his future role. The eldest son of
Queen Elizabeth II-formally known as the Prince of Wales-has long been
seen as interfering because of his private lobbying of ministers and public
statements on a range of subjects from architecture to the environment.

But he told the BBC in a documentary marking his 70th birthday next
week that he did not intend to be a meddling king. “I do realize that it is a
separate exercise being sovereign. So of course I understand entirely how
that should operate,” he said. He added when asked if his public campaign-
ing would continue: “No, it won’t. I’m not that stupid.” British royals tra-
ditionally steer well clear of politics-something perfected by the
92-year-old queen since her coronation in 1953. But Prince Charles has
lobbied on a variety of issues, as shown in a series of letters between him
and government ministers known as the “black spider” memos.

He is also known to hold particularly strong views on contemporary
architectural design. The prince used a keynote speech in 1976 to de-
nounce a planned extension to the National Gallery in London as a “mon-
strous carbuncle on the face of a much-loved and elegant friend”. The
planned design was scrapped. The documentary provided a rare public
glimpse into Prince Charles’s views about becoming king. Generations of
Britons have known no other monarch by Queen Elizabeth II-adored by
the public for keeping her at times dysfunctional family whole and always
staying above the political fray. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: Combo picture shows US President Donald Trump (left) and Attorney General Jeff Sessions.
Sessions, said he was resigning at the request of US President Donald Trump in a move that raises ques-
tions over the future of the probe into Trump’s alleged collusion with Russia. —AFP 

Fears for Russia probe as 
Trump fires Jeff Sessions

Axing caps more than a year of bitter criticism 


