
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Friday, November 9, 2018

Friday14

WASHINGTON: The White House has sus-
pended the press pass of a CNN reporter who
sparred with Donald Trump at a news confer-
ence, during which the president branded him the
“enemy of the people.” A visibly angry Trump
called reporter Jim Acosta a “rude, terrible per-
son,” after the CNN White House correspondent
refused the president’s orders to sit down and
yield the microphone during the conference one
day after the US midterm election.

“The White House is suspending the hard pass
of the reporter involved until further notice,” said
White House spokeswoman Sarah Sanders hours
later, referring to Acosta, who then tweeted that
he had been denied White House entry. The
heated exchange began after Acosta clung to the
microphone and persisted with questions about
the president’s repeated and angry denunciation
of a caravan of poor Central American migrants
making their way through Mexico to the US bor-
der. He asked Trump why he has characterized it
as an invasion.

Trump said “that’s enough!” and a White
House intern tried in vain to take the microphone
from the CNN journalist. “President Trump be-
lieves in a free press and expects and welcomes
tough questions of him and his Administration,”
Sanders said in her statement. “We will, however,
never tolerate a reporter placing his hands on a
young woman just trying to do her job as a White

House intern. This conduct is absolutely unac-
ceptable,” she said.

Acosta shot back at the accusation of miscon-
duct, tweeting “this is a lie”-as his network and a
number of Washington journalists who had been
at the press conference voiced support for him
and denied the White House allegations that he
touched the intern. “Secretary Sanders lied,”
CNN said in a statement, saying the press pass
suspension was “done in retaliation for challeng-
ing questions.” Sanders “provided fraudulent ac-
cusations and cited an incident that never
happened,” the US cable network said. “This un-
precedented decision is a threat to our democ-
racy and the country deserves better. Jim Acosta
has our full support.”

‘Ongoing attacks’
An association representing the Washington

press corps urged the White House to immedi-
ately reverse “this weak and misguided action.”
“The White House Correspondents’ Association
strongly objects to the Trump Administration’s
decision to use US Secret Service security cre-
dentials as a tool to punish a reporter with whom
it has a difficult relationship,” the group said. “Re-
voking access to the White House complex is a
reaction out of line to the purported offense and
is unacceptable.” In a later tweet, Sanders said the
White House stood by its decision. “We will not

tolerate the inappropriate behavior clearly docu-
mented in this video,” she wrote. It was the latest
in a long history of fiery run-ins between the mer-
curial Republican leader and Acosta.

At the conference Trump, when asked if he
had “demonized immigrants” during the midterms

campaign, replied: “No, I want them to come into
the country. But they have to come in legally.”
Acosta persisted, saying: “They are hundreds of
miles away. That is not an invasion.” At that point,
the president snapped. “Honestly, I think you
should let me run the country. — AFP

White House bars CNN reporter 
after verbal duel with president

Trump branded reporter the ‘enemy of the people’

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump (right) gets into a heated exchange with CNN chief White
House correspondent Jim Acosta (center) as NBC correspondent Peter Alexander (left) looks on
during a post-election press conference in the East Room of the White House. — AFP 

China’s president 
welcomes Cuban 
leader to Beijing
BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping met with his Cuban
counterpart Miguel Diaz-Canel in Beijing yesterday as he
pledged “continued support” for the fellow Communist
regime. Diaz-Canel was on his first visit to Asia since taking
over as president in April, becoming the first Cuban leader
not to be named Castro since 1959. The visit comes just
days after Washington imposed fresh economic restrictions
on Cuba. Washington’s ties with Havana were fully restored
in 2015 after more than half a century of enmity, but have
deteriorated since President Donald Trump took office last
year. Xi met Diaz-Canel at the colossal Great Hall of the
People, where they reviewed Chinese troops in an elaborate
welcome ceremony.

During their talks, Xi pledged that China would continue
to support Cuba where possible, calling it a “great and re-
markable country” that had overcome obstacles to chart its
own path, reported state broadcaster CCTV. “China will
firmly support Cuba in defending national sovereignty and
taking a socialist road in line with its national conditions,”
he said. Xi also invited Cuba to join in his pet project, the
Belt and Road Initiative, a globe-spanning trade infrastruc-
ture program. In response, Diaz-Canel said Cuba would
take reference from China on developing the domestic
economy while renewing its social model.

Communist Cuba was the first country in the western
hemisphere to recognize Beijing in 1960. — AFP

Marijuana, abortion, 
greyhounds: The local 
issues on US ballots
WASHINGTON: In addition to choosing members of Congress and
state governors, Americans also cast ballots on a slew of local ini-
tiatives in the midterm elections, including the legalization of recre-
ational marijuana, limits on abortions and banning greyhound racing.

Marijuana
Michigan became the 10th state to legalize recreational mari-

juana, and in the future residents will be able to grow up to 12
plants for their own personal use. A 10-percent tax was imposed
on marijuana sales, with the revenue to be used to fund local
councils, education and transport. Missouri and Utah each legal-
ized medical marijuana, which will carry a tax of four percent, with
the funds earmarked to support health care for veterans.

Abortion 
Voters in Alabama and West Virginia approved amendments

aimed at limiting future access to abortion. The Alabama amend-
ment aimed to “support the sanctity of unborn life and the rights
of unborn children, most importantly the right to life in all man-
ners.” The text of the proposal stated that “this state does not pro-
tect the right to abortion or require the funding of abortion.” The
state makes no exception for abortions in cases where the preg-
nancy results from incest, rape or where the mother’s life is in dan-
ger. Women’s rights advocates fear the measures could lead to a
challenge to the landmark Roe vs Wade Supreme Court ruling of
1973, especially at a time when appointments by President Donald
Trump have swung the court far to the right.

Justice 
Louisiana scrapped a law dating back to its segregated past

that allowed non-unanimous decisions in juries deliberating in
felony trials. The law, from 1898, allowed a jury to convict a person
of felony by only 10 out of 12 jury votes, a move designed to
negate the influence of black jury members who were allowed by
the 14th Amendment after the Civil War to serve on juries. Its
stated aim was to “perpetuate the supremacy of the Anglo-Saxon
race in Louisiana.”

Oregon is the only other state that does not require a unani-
mous jury decision in felony cases, except for murder. Florida pass
an initiative to restore voting rights to convicted felons who have
served their sentence, except for those convicted of sex crimes
or murder. That will give an estimated 1.5 million people the right
to cast ballots in a key swing state in presidential elections. Col-
orado also voted to remove the word “slavery” from its statute
books as a punishment for crime. The western state’s constitution
had until Tuesday’s vote stated that “there shall never be in this
state either slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a punish-
ment for crime.”

Minimum wage 
Missouri approved raising the minimum wage from $7.83 dol-

lars an hour to $12 dollars by 2023. In Arkansas, it will go up from
$8.50 to $11 an hour by 2021.

Ten Commandments 
Alabama voted to allow the display of the biblical Ten Com-

mandments in public buildings and schools.

Environment 
Nevada backed a measure calling for public electricity

providers to increase the amount of power generated from re-
newable sources from 20 percent to 50 percent by 2030. Under
the western state’s regulations, however, the proposal has to be
approved again in a second election, in 2020, to become law.
Florida banned offshore drilling in waters belonging to the state
and also forbade vaping in the workplace. — AFP


