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KUWAIT: People in Kuwait were urged to ex-
ercise caution as state authorities on Wednesday
announced their readiness to face heavy rain
over the weekend. Forecasters have warned of
heavy rainfall  followed by more extreme down-
pours in addition to unstable weather in the
coming days. Motorists were advised against
sudden deceleration and to leave adequate
spacing with surrounding vehicles. This is to
prevent putting their own lives and the lives of
others in danger, the Ministry of Interior warned
in a statement. Homeowners should turn off their
porch lights and make sure that all sewage out-
lets in the premises are not obstructed. The min-
istry welcomed calls made by nationals and
expatriates alike to the 24-hour emergency 112
hotline, for any unexpected humanitarian, traffic
or security-related incidents. The coastguards
1880888 hotline is dedicated to incidents re-
ported at sea, the ministry added. Meanwhile,
public hospitals and clinics throughout the
country have been put on “high alert and readi-
ness” following the reports. Health Minister
Sheikh Basil Al-Sabah has instructed area de-
partment heads to make the necessary arrange-
ments, according to a statement.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
phoned the concerned ministers on Wednesday
to make sure of the preparedness of the govern-
ment bodies for the current unstable weather.
The conversations followed heavy downpours
on Monday/Tuesday night, which disrupted traf-
fic in various parts of the country.

In the meantime, two ministers said that an

emergency committee was held yesterday in ac-
cordance with directives of His Highness the
Prime Minister to discuss solution on how to
deal with the expected rain in the country. This
came in two separate statements by Minister of
Public Works and Minister of State for Munici-
pal Affairs Hussam Al-Roumi, and Minister of In-
formation and Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Mohammed Al-Jabri ahead of the committee
meeting. The meeting discussed the expected
rainfall in the country in the coming days, and
solutions and plans to avoid rainfall accumula-
tion and prevent street flooding, hoping to de-
velop a comprehensive plan for that, they added.

Minister Roumi urged citizens and residents
to avoid leaving their houses during heavy rain,
adding that the roads during yesterday’s rain
were clear and all emergency teams were on po-
sition. Meanwhile, Minister Jabri said that the
role of the Ministry of Information is to gather
all information from all government agencies to
make the picture clear and refute rumors. His
Highness the Prime Minister stressed in a tele-
phone conversation with the concerned minis-
ters Wednesday evening on the need to ensure
the readiness of government bodies under the
current weather conditions.

The emergency meeting was held to prepare
an integrated plan to face the rainy season and
avoid drawbacks. It grouped emergency teams,
as well as representatives from the Information
Ministry, Interior Ministry, Public Authority for
Roads and Transportation (PART), Kuwait Na-
tional Guard, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate,
the General Department of Civil Defense, Public
Works Ministry, Kuwait Municipality, and the
Ministry of Electricity and Water.

Roumi assured reporters that everything is
under control in anticipation of the rain. Asked
about his political responsibility over the recent
flooding, Roumi said that he performed his du-
ties as required. “I met with officials on Oct 25
following the rains and I urged them to avoid
mistakes, but still there was laxity,” he said. “A
committee has been formed and results will be
announced when ready. Everyone, including re-
tired officials, will be held accountable.”

“We instructed the ministry teams to be at
the ready, and with this meeting we will reach a
plan with the necessary solutions,” he added.
Asked about his decision to retire the undersec-

retary of the public works ministry Eng Awatif
Al-Ghunaim, the minister explained that the de-
cision helps ‘inject new blood’ into the ministry.
Roumi also commented on the controversy sur-
rounding the Director of PART Ahmad Al-Has-
san, who had traveled to the US on an official
mission on the day of the heavy rain and flooding
on Tuesday. The minister explained that he had
rejected Hassan’s request to travel, but the offi-
cial insisted on going, adding that he traveled
without an official permit. The minister had is-
sued a decision to terminate Hassan in the fallout
of Tuesday’s events.
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Emergency committee meeting held in anticipation of rain

Kuwait Air Force
chief checks on
troops in Saudi
KUWAIT: Commander of the Kuwait Air Force, Air
Vice-Marshal Adnan Al Fadhli, has inspected Kuwaiti
forces taking part in the ‘Operation Restore Hope,’ de-
ployed in Saudi Arabia. Kuwait Army Chairmanship of
Staff said in a press release yesterday that the visit to
the troops, which took place on Wednesday, was con-
ducted upon directions by the First Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Defense, Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, followed up by the Kuwait Army
Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-
Khodhr. Air Vice-Marshal Al-Fadhli, who was accompa-
nied by senior officers, was welcomed by the
Commander of the Saudi Royal Air Forces, Lieutenant
General Turki bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, at King
Salman Air Base in Riyadh region. He proceeded to the
second operations zone in Khamis Mshait, where he held
talks with Kuwaiti officers over role of the participating
Kuwaiti air force units. — KUNA

‘Replacement’ study
on parliament’s
agenda
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: A report dealing with the government’s policy to
replace expatriate employees with Kuwaiti jobseekers was
placed on the National Assembly’s agenda for next month.
The report tackles a wide range of topics, said sources famil-
iar with the report, adding that the government has received
a copy to discuss recommendations and formulate an opinion
before the awaited session.

The report includes many recommendations such as set-
ting a percentages for employment in the private sector, re-
viewing the current percentages, as well as ‘rationalizing’ the
recruitment of expat labor and limiting it to projects’ needs
while requiring that workers must leave as soon as the proj-
ects are complete, said the sources who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

The recommendations also stipulate revoking licenses
of certain jobs, adding more restrictions to transferring
expat laborer’s work permit, and banning the employment
of expats in ‘sensitive areas’ such as traffic, passports, air-
port security and civil information departments, said the
sources.

Caution urged as Kuwait braces
for heavy rain in coming days

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Hussam Al-Roumi (right)
and Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Mohammed Al-Jabri attend the
emergency committee meeting. — KUNA

Six hours to put out
scrapyard fire
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen spent six hours to put out a blaze that broke out in lum-
ber and cable containers in Amghara scrapyard yesterday. Firefighters from
the occupational, Tahreer, Ardiya, Hilali and back up fire stations had re-
sponded to an emergency call reporting the fire. No injuries were reported.
Meanwhile, a fire broke out in a hotel’s chalet, prompting Bida fire station
to respond. The fire started in a kitchen in the ground floor. The chalet was
evacuated and the flames were put out. No injuries were reported as well.
Investigations were opened to determine the cause of both fires.

KUWAIT: Firefighters tackle a blaze reported in Amghara scrapyard yesterday.


