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Vegas Strong: How tragedy
unified Golden Knights, fans
LAS VEGAS: Whether they are wearing replica jerseys or outlandish
fancy dress outfits, fans of the Vegas Golden Knights ice hockey team
are masking the trauma of the deadliest mass shooting in modern US
history.

Barely eight months after a gunman perched in a Las Vegas hotel
shot dead 58 people and injured 500 at a music festival near the gam-
bling haven’s famous strip, the fairytale debut season of the Knights
has provided the grieving city with an emotional rallying point.

Resplendent in a gold lame suit and sparkling sequined basketball
sneakers, Kevin Tey is emblematic of the legions of Knights fans who
have found solace in Stanley Cup-chasing exploits of the newly formed
franchise team.  Standing on the forecourt of the Knights’ home stadi-
um, the T-Mobile Arena, Tey mixes merrily with other fans decked out
in costumes ranging from Elvis Presley to medieval knights and other
eccentric characters.  Tey, who has lived in the glittering Nevada gam-
ing capital for 12 years, traces his allegiance to the Knights to October
1, when Stephen Paddock unleashed his carnage on unsuspecting con-
cert-goers from a room at the Mandalay Bay Hotel.

Tey said he had never attended an ice hockey game before this sea-
son.  “After October 1 I fell in love with the team, for what they did for
the city,” Tey says.

‘IT NEVER GOES AWAY’ 
Fellow Knights fan Ray Sturck was supposed to attend the concert

but didn’t go after failing to obtain a ticket for his daughter.  “It never
goes away, I have friends who were there and it will never go away,”
Sturck said.

The massacre occurred just days before the Knights made their
debut in the National Hockey League on October 6. In the days follow-
ing Paddock’s rampage, players from the hockey team, drawn mostly
from across the United States and Canada, demonstrated their commit-
ment to the city in various ways, visiting wounded victims in hospital,
the families of victims or by simply giving blood.

For Sturck, that made an impression. “Whatever it was, they were
there to help,” he said. “They played for Vegas, they weren’t playing for
them at that point. That’s what eveybody saw in this team and here we
are at the end, nobody expected that. It’s incredible.

“I really wasn’t a hockey fan. We live in the middle of the desert. But
I said to to myself ‘Now let’s support them as they supported us,
they’ve got to see we support them.” Trey said the team helped the city
smile again. “At first it was getting everyone’s mind off what happened,
it was something to actually go out, have fun and cheer for,” Trey said.

“After all the tragedy, everyone was down. To come and see the
Golden Knights step in and win some games, I think it got the city to
back up on its feet.”

‘A BEAUTIFUL THING’ 
Under the slogan “Vegas Strong”, the Knights and their fans have

forged a formidable bond. “It’s unfortunate that thing happened, and
sometimes beautiful things follow something like that, and the way
that this community came together and these people helped each

other really was a beautiful thing to witness and experience,” Knights
general manager George McPhee said.  Knights winger Pierre
Edouard Bellemare said the Knights roster has been determined to
repay the faith shown by their supporters.  “From the first matches we
said to ourselves ‘Forget about each other. We are doing this for our
city, and we will give everything to this city’. That’s why we are in the
final,” the French international told AFP.  Reminders of the tragedy are
everywhere. 

A banner with 58 stars was hung from the ceiling of the T-Mobile
Arena in March as a memorial to the victims, while the slogan “Vegas
Strong” welcomes players at the entrance of their locker room at their
training facility. “We don’t talk about it a whole lot, but I think we think
about it,” Knights coach Gerard Gallant said.

“When we come in the dressing room and we go out there and we
see that banner up there in the stands, I think the guys think about it a
whole lot.” After Monday’s dramatic victory in game one of the best-
of-seven series, the Knights are three wins away from an improbable
Stanley Cup triumph.

“Oh my god, if they win the Stanley Cup, this city will have the
biggest celebration this world has ever seen,” Trey said. — AFP

NEW YORK: Brett Gardner hit the game-tying home
run with one out in the bottom of the ninth, and rookie
Gleyber Torres singled in a run with two outs in the
10th, lifting the New York Yankees to a 6-5 victory over
the Houston Astros on Tuesday night at Yankee
Stadium. After the Yankees stranded two in the ninth
against Chris Devenski, rookie Miguel Andujar ripped a
double down the left field line to start the winning rally.
Six pitches later, Torres won it by lining Brad Peacock’s
2-2 pitch in front of right fielder George Springer.
Springer’s throw was up the line, and Andujar easily
scored. After seeing Andujar score, Torres raised his
arms and flung his helmet after rounding first base,
where he was met by teammates to celebrate New
York’s fifth walk-off win.

ROYALS 2, TWINS 1 (14 INNINGS)
Alcides Escobar cracked a game-winning homer in

the bottom of the 14th inning as Kansas City outlasted
visiting Minnesota. It was the second homer of the year
for Escobar, who took a 3-1 pitch from reliever Taylor
Rogers (1-2) and launched it
398 feet to left field, handing
Minnesota its eighth walk-off
loss of the year. The Twins fell
to 3-11 in one-run games.
Scott Barlow (1-0) fired four
hitless innings in his third big
league game to earn his first
major league win. He struck
out five and walked one.

PADRES 9, MARLINS 5
Rookie Franmil Reyes hit a two-run, two-out home

run off Dan Straily in the sixth inning to erase a one-run
deficit and lead San Diego to a victory over visiting
Miami. Eric Hosmer had three hits, and Raffy Lopez and
Christian Villanueva each drove in two runs for the
Padres. JT Riddle hit an inside-the-park homer for the
Marlins in the ninth. Miami’s Justin Bour and Brian
Anderson both collected two hits.

RAYS 4, A’S 3
C.J. Cron, Joey Wendle and Wilson Ramos hit con-

secutive home runs in the third inning, giving Blake
Snell and four Tampa Bay relievers most of the run sup-
port they would need for a victory at Oakland. Daniel
Robertson added a fourth solo shot for Tampa Bay in
the ninth inning.  Sergio Romo allowed two runs in the
bottom of the ninth but earned his first save of the year,
helping the Rays win their second straight in the four-
game series and their fourth straight overall. Jed Lowrie
had a double and a single for the A’s, who fell to 3-5 on
their 10-game homestand.

DIAMONDBACKS 5, REDS 2
Daniel Descalso hit a two-run home run and Zack

Godley broke a three-game losing streak as Arizona
beat Cincinnati in Phoenix. Descalso, starting at first
base as struggling All-Star Paul Goldschmidt was given

the night off, pounded a 96 mph fastball from Reds
right-hander Luis Castillo into the seats in right field to
turn a 1-0 deficit into a 2-1 lead in the first inning.
Godley (5-4) went six innings, giving up two runs on
six hits and two walks while striking out seven.

PHILLIES 6, DODGERS 1
Jake Arrieta pitched seven scoreless innings, and

Nick Williams hit a home run as visiting Philadelphia
won at Dodger Stadium for the first time since 2016.
The victory ended the Phillies’ four-game losing streak
in Los Angeles.  Philadelphia was swept in a three-
game series last year and lost 5-4 on Monday night
after building a 4-0 lead. Arrieta (5-2) gave up six hits,
all singles, while recording his second career victory at
Dodger Stadium. He also pitched his first career no-hit-
ter in the ballpark in 2015. On Tuesday, he walked two
and struck out five.

RANGERS 9, MARINERS 5
Rougned Odor hit a three-run double to break a

ninth-inning tie as Texas
defeated host Seattle. Ronald
Guzman went 4-for-4 with
three RBIs and Shin-Soo Choo
hit a home run for Texas,
which snapped the Mariners’
four-game winning streak.
Seattle starter Felix Hernandez
allowed five runs on six hits in
a five-inning no-decision. He
walked two and struck out
four. The 32-year-old veteran

pushed his career strikeout total to 2,397, moving him
past Sandy Koufax and into a tie with Kevin Brown for
44th place on the all-time list.

ROCKIES 11, GIANTS 4
Nolan Arenado, Chris Iannetta and David Dahl had

two RBIs apiece, and Colorado never trailed in a win
over visiting San Francisco. The Rockies have won the
first two games of the three-game series and their last
three games overall. Colorado starter Kyle Freeland (5-
5) allowed three runs in 5 1/3 innings. The Giants have
lost three straight, and adding to their problems, Jeff
Samardzija left after one inning due to tightness in his
right shoulder. San Francisco pitcher Dereck
Rodriguez-Ivan Rodriguez’s son-made his major league
debut in relief, but he exited after 3 1/3 innings when he
was hit by a line drive in the right shin.

BRAVES 7, METS 6
Johan Camargo hit the first pitch he saw for a solo

home run with one out in the ninth to give host Atlanta
a walk-off win over New York. It was the second last-
inning victory for the Braves in the series and their 45th
final at-bat win since Brian Snitker became manager in
2016. Camargo’s third homer of the season came
against Gerson Bautista (0-1). New York starter Steven
Matz opened the game with three scoreless innings. He

gave up one hit and two walks before leaving due to
discomfort in the middle finger of his pitching hand. X-
rays were negative, the Mets announced.

CUBS 8, PIRATES 6
Ben Zobrist, Anthony Rizzo and Kyle Schwarber

homered and Jason Heyward had three hits as visiting
Chicago topped slumping Pittsburgh. The Cubs, who
took the lead for good with three runs in the seventh off
reliever Edgar Santanta (2-1), will go for a series sweep
Wednesday. The Pirates blew an early three-run lead.
Despite scoring two in the ninth on Starling Marte’s
single, Pittsburgh has lost four straight and nine of 11.
Chicago’s Jon Lester (5-2) gave up four runs and eight
hits in six innings, with six strikeouts and no walks.
Brandon Morrow recorded his 12th save.

RED SOX 8, BLUE JAYS 3
Rick Porcello tossed 6 2/3 innings of three-run ball

with five strikeouts, and Sandy Leon had three RBIs as
host Boston beat Toronto. Porcello (7-2) allowed two
earned runs on five hits and two walks to pad his staff
lead in wins. Mitch Moreland, J.D. Martinez, Andrew
Benintendi and Leon all hit RBI doubles for Boston.
Leon also hit a two-run homer, his second of the sea-
son, Xander Bogaerts had a solo blast, his eighth, and
Jackie Bradley Jr. added an RBI for the Red Sox. Justin
Smoak hit a solo shot, his eighth, and Curtis

Granderson drove in a run for Toronto, which lost for
the 12th time in 16 games.

ANGELS 9, TIGERS 2
Luis Valbuena homered twice, and Ian Kinsler and

Martin Maldonado also went deep as Los Angeles
rolled to a win at Detroit. The Angels’ Mike Scioscia
collected his 1,600th career managerial victory. He
passed former Los Angeles Dodgers manager and
mentor Tommy Lasorda for 20th on the all-time mana-
gerial wins list. Valbuena and Kinsler each had three
hits, three runs and three RBIs. Maldonado had two hits
and drove in three runs. Los Angeles starter Nick
Tropeano (3-3) gave up two runs on seven hits while
striking out five and walking none in 5 1/3 innings.

CARDINALS 6, BREWERS 1
Michael Wacha allowed two hits over 6 2/3 innings

to help St. Louis record a victory at Milwaukee. Wacha
(6-1) was charged with one run while winning his sixth
consecutive decision. Harrison Bader and Francisco
Pena each went 3-for-4 with a homer while Matt
Carpenter also went deep for the Cardinals. Jedd
Gyorko went 2-for-5 with a two-run single as St. Louis
won for the third time in its past four contests.
Milwaukee had just three hits as it saw its four-game
winning streak come to a halt. The setback was just the
Brewers’ third in the past 13 games. — Reuters

Gardner, Torres rally Yankees 
to 6-5 win over Astros in 10

Williams hit home run as visiting Philadelphia win at Dodger Stadium

NEW YORK: Gleyber Torres #25 of the New York Yankees hits a game winning RBI single in the tenth
inning against the Houston Astros at Yankee Stadium on Tuesday in New York City. — AFP

LAS VEGAS: Head coach Barry Trotz of the Washington Capitals handles
bench duties behind Alex Ovechkin #8 and Chandler Stephenson #18 of
the Washington Capitals in the third period of Game One of the 2018
NHL Stanley Cup Final against the Vegas Golden Knights at T-Mobile
Arena in Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP

Scott Barlow 
fired four 

hitless innings

SHANGHAI: Britain’s decorated
Olympic rower Steve Redgrave is just
the latest foreign name lured to China
as part of a broader drive by the
ambitious country to ramp up its for-
tunes on the sporting world stage.

The five-time gold medallist said
this week that he was taking up the
post of high-performance director of
Chinese rowing, on what is likely to be
a bumper pay packet. China, who will
host the 2022 Winter Olympics in
Beijing, have been busy hiring foreign
expertise in senior coaching roles in a
range of sports in recent years.

Chief among them is the World
Cup-winning football coach Marcello
Lippi, who is tasked with finally mak-
ing China competitive at the interna-
tional level. The 70-year-old Italian is
reportedly the second best-paid
football coach on the planet after
Manchester United’s Jose Mourinho,
earning a whopping $26 million a
year in China, according to France
Football magazine.

Chinese football clubs in particular
have hired foreign coaches, often on
high salaries. The 56-year-old
Redgrave said his new challenge was
much more than just a ceremonial
post. “My decision to take the posi-
tion in China was not one I made
lightly,” said Redgrave, who will man-
age a new coaching structure in
Chinese rowing aimed at achieving
success at the World Championships
and Olympic Games.

Redgrave hinted that he was look-
ing long term: “With the Tokyo
Olympics (in 2020) fast approaching
and looking ahead to Paris in 2024, the
new role in China will be demanding.”
China won their only Olympic rowing
gold medal in the quadruple sculls at
the Beijing 2008 Games-when the

team also benefited from foreign
coaching.

‘FOREIGN LEGION’ 
February’s Pyeongchang Winter

Games in South Korea were another
example of China drafting in overseas
help to shore up areas of weakness.
On the face of it, what Chinese state
media called “a legion of foreign
experts” enjoyed little success in
Pyeongchang, China winning one gold
medal and nine medals overall.

But state sports authorities-who
spent months prior to the Olympics
playing down expectations-are much
more focused on Beijing 2022, when
overseas coaches and their Chinese
charges will be expected to deliver.

China’s “foreign legion” in
Pyeongchang officially comprised 20
foreign coaches, fitness trainers and
technical experts, according to the
China Daily newspaper. Ni Huizhong,
a senior sports official, suggested that
China reluctantly embraced outside
help. “To make up for our weakness in
winter sports, especially on snow, we
have no better solutions than combin-
ing experiences from overseas with
our own traditions to make it an effec-
tive programme for 2022,” Ni said.

It is a trend that took off at the
Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics, when
China surged to the top of the medals
table. China employed 11 overseas
coaches at London 2012 and 29 four
years later in Rio-and is seen as espe-
cially keen to do well in 2020, when
the Olympics will be hosted by its
arch-rival, Japan. The country is also
extending the foreign recruitment
drive in looking for experts to help
organise the Beijing 2022 Winter
Games, the organising committee said
on Tuesday. — AFP

Olympic legend Redgrave joins
growing foreign cast in China


