
LOS ANGELES: US television network
ABC on Tuesday canceled the hit working-
class comedy “Roseanne,” after its star
Roseanne Barr aimed a racist tweet at a for-
mer advisor to Barack Obama. The 65-year-
old sitcom actress-a vocal supporter of
President Donald Trump who has used
Twitter to voice far-right and conspiracy
theorist views-took aim at the aide, Valerie
Jarrett, in a post that read: “Muslim brother-
hood & planet of the apes had a baby = vj.” 

After a barrage of criticism on social
media, Barr apologized to Jarrett, who is
part black, and to “all Americans” for what
she called a “joke.” “I am truly sorry for
making a bad joke about her politics and her
looks. I should have known better. Forgive
me - my joke was in bad taste,” she tweeted.
“I apologize. I am now leaving Twitter.” Her
belated mea culpa was not enough for ABC,
which said it was pulling the plug on Barr’s
show over the “abhorrent, repugnant” tweet,
which was “inconsistent with our values.”
Likewise, Barr’s talent agency ICM said its
teams were “greatly distressed by the dis-
graceful and unacceptable tweet.”

“Consequently, we have notified her that
we will not represent her. Effective immedi-
ately, Roseanne Barr is no longer a client,”
the agency said in a statement. Despite
vowing to quit the social media platform,
Barr embarked on a spree late Tuesday

night, retweeting people who defended her
against allegations of racism while saying of
Jarrett: “I thought she was Saudi.” She also
retweeted a photo purporting to quote
Jarrett, who was born in Iran to American
parents, that she was seeking “to help
change America to be a more Islamic coun-
try.” The quote was found to be false by
fact-checking site Snopes.

‘Teaching moment’
“Roseanne” was rebooted in March after

a gap of 21 years with Barr’s character
recast as a Trump supporter. The show had
been renewed for an 11th season after scor-
ing huge ratings and generally positive
reviews for its season-10 opener-including
from the president who appreciated the new
pro-Trump perspective. “There was only
one thing to do here, and that was the right
thing,” said Bob Iger, the head of ABC’s par-
ent company Disney, in a tweet posted
moments after ABC pulled the plug.
Reacting to the network’s decision, Jarrett
herself said she hoped it would trigger a
broader discussion on racism in America.
“I’m fine-I’m worried about the people out
there don’t have a circle of friends and fol-
lowers who come right to their defense,”
Jarrett said on MSNBC. “I think we have to
turn this into a teaching moment,” she said.

“Roseanne” offered a rare depiction of

working-class life on US television, but it
also spotlighted Trump supporters, who
have been largely ignored by Hollywood.
Barr revealed that Trump had called person-
ally to congratulate her on the show’s suc-
cess. But as of Tuesday night, the president,
who is a prolific tweeter, remained silent on
the affair, while his spokeswoman batted
away reporters’ questions. “The President is
focused on North Korea,” Sarah Sanders
said on Air Force One. “He’s focused on
trade deals. And he’s focused on rebuilding
our military, the economy.  And that’s what
he’s spending his time on; not responding to
other things.”

Born on November 3, 1952, in Salt Lake
City, Utah, Barr started out as a stand-up
comedian before starring in “Roseanne,”
which made her an overnight star. Viewers
warmed to her depiction of a wise-crack-
ing, sarcastic working-class mother and she
was rewarded with three nominations for
Emmys-television’s equivalent of the
Oscars-winning in 1993. She has also
starred in several films, wrote three mem-
oirs and won a second Emmy for “The
Roseanne Show,” a talk show which ran
from 1998 to 2000. But her various private
life exploits have garnered just as much
attention as her career achievements-
including three marriages, all ending in
divorce, and an abortive attempt to get into
politics.

‘Swift and appropriate’   
Barr ran for president with the Green

Party and the Peace and Freedom Party in

2012, and voted for Obama before becoming
a vocal Trump supporter, saying she wanted
him to “shake up” the status quo. Her vari-
ous controversies over the years have
included a 2009 photo shoot for satirical
Jewish magazine Heeb, in which she dressed
up as Hitler baking gingerbread cookies.
She is Jewish. In March, Barr tweeted out a
conspiracy theory falsely accusing David
Hogg, a survivor of the Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School shooting in Florida, of
giving a Nazi salute at a march. 

The backlash to her latest tweet was

swift, with public figures from actors Rosie
O’Donnell and Don Cheadle to CNN analyst
April Ryan calling out Barr, while comedian
Wanda Sykes, a consulting producer on
“Roseanne,” announced before the cancella-
tion that she would not be returning to the
show in any case. “We welcome the swift
and appropriate action taken by ABC and
hope it sends a message that the promotion
of hatred and bigotry will not be accepted
by our nation’s entertainment industry,” said
Nihad Awad of the Council on American-
Islamic Relations. —  AFP 
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several months ago. Bushehri said that the strategy

of the housing authority has now changed from build-
ing and distributing government houses to citizens to
providing land plots and loans from the credit bank to
allow citizens to build their own homes. She empha-
sized the important role of the Credit Bank especially
when the housing authority plans to distribute 12,000
land plots and loans this year. 
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(11)  Our Lord! Make us not a trial for the evildoing
folk, and save as by Your mercy from people who deny
the truth (10:85-86) 

(12) Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Your
presence and dispose of our affairs for us in the right
way. (18:10) 

(13) Our Lord! Grant that our spouses and our off-
spring be a comfort to our eyes, and give us the grace
to lead those who are conscious of You. (25:74) 

(14) Our Lord! Forgive us our sins as well as those
of our brethren who proceeded us in faith and let not
our hearts entertain any unworthy thoughts or feel-
ings against [any of] those who have believed. Our
Lord! You are indeed full of kindness and Most
Merciful (59:10) 

(15) Our Lord! In You we have placed our trust, and
to You do we turn in repentance, for unto You is the
end of all journeys. (60:4) 

(16) Our Lord! Perfect our light for us and forgive us
our sins, for verily You have power over all things.
(66:8)

(17) Our Lord!  Accept this from us.  Indeed, you are
the Hearing, the Knowing. (2:127) Our Lord, and make
us Muslims, [in submission] to you, and from our
descendants a Muslim nation to you.  And show us our
rites [of hajj and umra] and accept our repentance.
Indeed, you are the accepting of repentance, the
Merciful. (2:128)

(18) You are our Protector, so forgive us and
have mercy upon us; and You are the best of for-
givers. (7:155)

(19) And decree for us in this world [that which is]
good and in the Hereafter; indeed we have turned back
to you.  (7:156)

(20) Creator of the heavens and earth, you are my
protector in this world and the Hereafter.  Cause me to
die a Muslim and join me with the righteous.  (12:101)

(21) My Lord, make me an establisher of prayer, and

[many] from my descendants.  Our Lord, and accept my
supplication.  (14:40)

(22) Our Lord, forgive me and my parents and the
believers the day the account is established.  (14:41)

(23) My Lord, have mercy upon [my parents] as they
brought me up [when I was] small.  (17:24)

(24) My Lord, increase me in knowledge. (20:114)
(25) My Lord, I seek refuge in You from the incite-

ments of the devils and I seek refuge in You my Lord,
lest they be present with me. (23:97-98)

(26) Our Lord, we have believed, so forgive us and
have mercy upon us, and You are the Best of the merci-
ful. (23:109)

(27) Our Lord, avert from us the punishment of Hell.
Indeed, its punishment is ever adhering.  Indeed, it is
evil as a settlement and residence. (25:65-66)

(28) My Lord, grant me authority and join me with
the righteous.  And grant me a mention [reputation] of
honor among later generations. And place me among
the inheritors of the Garden of Pleasure.  (25:83-85)

(29) And do not disgrace me on the day they are [all]
resurrected, the day when there will not benefit [any-
one] wealth or children, but only one who comes to
Allah with a sound heart. 26:87-89

(30) My Lord, inspire me to be grateful for your
favor which you have bestowed upon me and upon my
parents and to do righteousness of which you approve.
And admit me by Your mercy into [the ranks of] your
righteous servants. (27:19)

(31) My Lord, enable me to be grateful for your
favor which you have bestowed upon me and my par-
ents and to work righteousness of which you will
approve and make righteous for me my offspring.
Indeed, I have repented to You, and indeed, I am of the
Muslims.  (46:15)

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is to
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educa-
tional services that promote a positive and productive
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra-
and interfaith interactions that promote social solidari-
ty. For more information, please call 25231015/6 or e-
mail: info@tiescenter.net. 
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The United States meanwhile maintained that the
measure was biased against  Israel  during two
expert-level meetings held last week, according to
diplomatic sources. Israeli Ambassador Danny Danon
has slammed the proposed resolution as “shameful”
and said it was designed to help Gaza’s Islamist
rulers Hamas.

Kuwait put forward the draft resolution ten days
ago after Israeli forces killed dozens of Palestinians
during protests on the Gaza border and the United

States opened its embassy in Jerusalem. Negotiations
however have been tough-going with the Europeans
and Africans pressing for more information on the pro-
posed protection mission, according to diplomats.
Diplomats have said the Palestinians may turn to the
UN General Assembly if the draft resolution on pro-
tection fails to win Security Council backing.

The council is due to meet at the request of the
United States to discuss Palestinian rocket firings on
Israel from Gaza. The rocket and mortar firings from
the Gaza Strip were claimed by Hamas and Islamic
Jihad, prompting Israel to respond with air strikes on
bases of the militant Palestinian groups. It was the
worst flareup since the 2014 war waged by Israel in the
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip. Washington has circulated a
draft council statement that would condemn the firing
of rockets by Palestinian militants in Gaza, but it
remains unclear whether it will be approved. — AFP 
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And Russian investigative journalist Andrei
Soldatov, a former colleague of Babchenko, also ques-
tioned the value of the operation.  “To me, it’s crossing
a line big time. Babchenko is a journalist not a police-
man, for Christ sake, and part of our job is trust, what-
ever Trump & Putin say about fake news,” he wrote on
Twitter.  “I’m glad he is alive, but he undermined even
further the credibility of journalists and the media,” he
added. 

‘Repeated death threats’ 
A number of Kremlin critics have been killed in

Ukraine in recent years, with one gunned down on a
Kiev street in broad daylight and another whose car

exploded. Babchenko fought in Russia’s two Chechen
campaigns in the 1990s and early 2000s before
becoming a war correspondent and author. He repeat-
edly said he faced death threats. He has contributed to
a number of media outlets including top opposition
newspaper Novaya Gazeta and is an avid blogger,
accusing Russian authorities of killing Kremlin critics
and unleashing wars in Ukraine, Syria and elsewhere.
He wrote about his experience as a young soldier in the
Chechen campaigns in a book published in English
under the title “One Soldier’s War”.  

Babchenko left Russia in February 2017 after receiv-
ing threats, living first in the Czech Republic, then in
Israel, before moving to Kiev. He has hosted a program
on the Crimean Tatar TV station ATR for the past year.
Babchenko made a name for himself with his poignant
reportages from the frontlines, including the conflict in
eastern Ukraine that has killed more than 10,000 peo-
ple. In recent years his increasingly bombastic posts
pushed the boundaries of good taste and some of his
colleagues and followers stopped reading him on
Facebook. —AFP 

‘Dead’ Kremlin 
critic turns up...

TV show ‘Roseanne’ abruptly
canceled after racist tweet

CALIFORNIA: In this file photo, actress Roseanne Barr attends the Disney ABC Television TCA
Winter Press Tour in Pasadena, California. The US television sitcom star has apologized for
what she called a ‘bad joke’ on Twitter that was widely decried as racist.  — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkey and the United States agreed on a
three-step plan for withdrawing the Syrian Kurdish
YPG militia from Syria’s Manbij, Turkey’s state-run
Anadolu news agency said yesterday. The report
comes as differences over Syria policy and
Washington’s decision in December to move its
embassy in Israel to Jerusalem have strained ties
between the NATO allies. Turkey is outraged by US
support for the YPG militia, considering them a ter-
rorist organization. Ankara has threatened to push its
offensive in northern Syria’s Afrin region further east
to Manbij. 

Manbij is a potential flashpoint. The Syrian gov-
ernment, Kurdish militants, Syrian rebel groups,
Turkey, and the United States all have a military pres-
ence in northern Syria. Yesterday, Anadolu said
Ankara and Washington had reached a technical
agreement on a three-step plan for the withdrawal of
the YPG from Manbij, a move Turkey has long sought
from the United States.

Under the terms of the plan to be finalized during a
visit by Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu to
Washington on June 4, the YPG will withdraw from
Manbij 30 days after the deal is signed, Anadolu said,
quoting sources who attended meetings at which the
decisions were made. Turkish and US military forces
will start joint supervision in Manbij 45 days after the
agreement is signed and a local administration will be
formed 60 days after June 4, Anadolu said. Earlier
yesterday, Cavusoglu told broadcaster AHaber that a
timetable for the Manbij plans could be set during

talks with US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in
Washington, and that it could be implemented before
the end of the summer.

Cavusoglu was also quoted by media on his return
flight from Germany saying that, if finalized, the plan
for Manbij could be applied throughout northern
Syria. However, a local Manbij official later told
Reuters that Cavusoglu’s assertions that US and
Turkish forces would temporarily control the region
were “premature” and lacked credibility. Relations
between Ankara and Washington have hit a low-point
due to factors such as the sentencing this month in
New York of a former Turkish state bank executive to
32 months in prison for taking part in an Iran sanc-
tions-busting scheme, a case Turkey has called a
political attack. 

Defense procurement
Turkey has also caused unease in Washington with

its decision to buy S-400 surface-to-air missiles from
Russia and drew criticism over its detention of a US
Christian pastor, Andrew Brunson, on terrorism
charges. Brunson faces up to 35 years in prison on
charges of links to the network Ankara blames for a
2016 coup attempt. The pastor denied the charges in
a Turkish court this month.

A US Senate committee last week passed its ver-
sion of a $716 billion defense policy bill, including a
measure to prevent Turkey from buying Lockheed
Martin F-35 jets, citing Brunson and the Russian mis-
sile deal. Cavusoglu, however, said that if the United
States blocked Turkey from buying the jets, Ankara
would go elsewhere to meet its needs, adding that it
was unlikely Washington would be able to back out of
the deal. Turkey has plans to buy more than 100 of
the F-35 jets and the Pentagon last year awarded
Lockheed $3.7 billion in an interim payment for the
production of 50 of the aircraft earmarked for non-
U.S. customers, including Ankara. — Reuters

Turkey, US reach 
deal on plan for 
YPG withdrawal 

PARIS: Every minute, smokers get through nearly 11
million cigarettes and 10 die from the habit, experts say,
in an industry that generates billions of dollars. Here are
some facts and figures ahead of the UN’s World No
Tobacco Day Thursday. 

How many people smoke?
There are around one billion smokers in the world,

about a seventh of the global population, according to
World Health Organization (WHO) and other estimates.
China has the highest number: of its population of 1.3
billion, about 315 million are smokers and they consume
more than a third of the world’s cigarettes, the WHO
said in a report last year. Indonesia has the highest pro-
portion of smokers at 76 percent of men aged over 15.
About 80 percent of the world’s smokers live in low-
and middle-income countries and 226 million of them
are considered poor.

On the decline? 
A study published in The Lancet medical journal in

April 2017 says the percentage of people using tobac-
co every day has dropped in 25 years. One in four men
and one in 20 women smoked daily in 2015, down from
one in three men and one in 12 women in 1990, it found.
But reductions in smoking rates in some nations “are
almost entirely offset by the increasing consumption in
many countries with weaker tobacco control regula-
tions,” says The Tobacco Atlas anti-smoking lobby.
These include poorer parts of the world, in particular in
sub-Saharan Africa.  Tobacco use has decreased in
places such as Australia, Brazil and Britain, where anti-
smoking measures include higher taxes, bans and

health warnings.  Electronic cigarettes have also
entered some markets. France reports a million fewer
daily smokers in 2017 over 2016. Tobacco sales have
even declined in China, down by 10 percent from a
peak in 2012, according to the Euromonitor
International market research group.

A high human cost
Tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death,

experts say. Active or passive smoking kills more than
seven million people every year, according to the WHO,
with tobacco consumption blamed for the death of on
average one person every six seconds. Cancers, heart
attacks, strokes and lung disease are the main diseases
associated with tobacco.  Over the 20th century tobac-
co claimed 100 million lives-more than the 60-80 mil-
lion deaths during World War II and the 18 million in
World War I combined. At current rates tobacco could
account for more up to a billion deaths in the 21st cen-
tury, the WHO says. Smoking uses up almost six per-
cent of world spending on healthcare as well as nearly
two percent of global GDP, according to a January
2017 study in the scientific journal Tobacco Control.
This amounted to $1.436 billion globally in 2012, 40
percent borne by developing countries, it says.

Profits and production
Around the world 4.3 million hectares of land is

used to grow tobacco, the WHO says, an area about
the size of Switzerland.  Cigarette sales are worth
more than $680 bil l ion annually, according to
Euromonitor. China is the leading producer of tobac-
co, growing about 40 percent of world’s leaves, says
The Tobacco Atlas.Five firms control 80 percent of
the global cigarette market. The top six made a profit
of more than $62 billion in 2015, it says. Smokers get
through about 5.7 trillion cigarettes annually, says The
Tobacco Atlas. This works out to nearly 11 million
every minute. Filters made from non-biodegradable
cellulose acetate have become the type of litter most
present on the world’s beaches. —  AFP 

Smoking: A 
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