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hristina Aguilera found Kanye West “endearing” in the studio.
The controversial rapper produced the tracks ‘Accelerate’ and
‘Maria’ on the ‘Fall In Line’ singer’s new album, ‘Liberation’, and
while she was blown away by Kanye’s artistry and they

“clicked” immediately, she doesn’t agree with everything he says. She told
Entertainment Weekly: “[Kanye’s] always said things that have stirred
controversy and attention. I’m not getting involved in what he’s saying or
anything like that. I know him as an artist. “I do know that when we sat
down and he played me these tracks, he got me. “I think he’s an artist first
and foremost and we’re not always going to agree with artists.  “I loved
our initial meeting and we totally clicked. I found him to be very endear-
ing.” The 37-year-old star worked with the 40-year-old producer on the
two tracks in Malibu, California in early 2016, but they lost touch after he

embarked on his ‘Life Of Pablo’ tour later that year, during which Kanye
was hospitalized with exhaustion. She said previously: “There were some
personal things that arose...” The ‘Dirrty’ hitmaker revealed the new album
has a strong hip-hop feel to it, insisting she sees herself as more of a soul
singer than a pop star. Christina said: “To me, there’s nothing like an
amazing hip hop beat. “At the end of the day, I am a soul singer. When you
strip back the words ‘pop star’ and the many things that I’ve done, singing
soulfully is where my core, my root and my heart really is. And as you can
see, it’s what I’m inspired by.” ‘Liberation’ is Christina’s first album in six
years, with her last studio venture being 2012’s ‘Lotus’.
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anic! At The Disco’s
Brendon Urie was
offered a song from ‘The
Greatest Showman’

soundtrack for his band. The ‘I
Write Sins Not Tragedies’ hitmaker
has revealed Benji Pasek and Justin
Paul, the Oscar-nominated scorers
behind the soundtrack for the
blockbuster musical film, sent him
the song ‘The Greatest Show’ to
see if he’d like to use it. Though the
31-year-old singer didn’t end up
recording the song because it just
“didn’t make sense”, he has been
inspired by the success of the Hugh
Jackman-starring film, and would
love to make a musical based
around his emo pop band.
Appearing on BBC Radio 1,
Brendon revealed: “I talked to Benj
and Justin who did the score for
that and they actually sent me the
song (‘The Greatest Show’) and
they were like ‘hey can this be a
Panic! song?’. And I was like
absolutely! And then it just didn’t
make sense.  “We didn’t finally get a
finished product.  “So then the
movie came out and I was like ‘Oh,
it would have been fun to be a part
of’.  “But either way I wanna do
something like that in the future. It

would be great right? A Panic!
movie or something.” The band
release their new album ‘Pray For
The Wicked’ on June 22, and
Brendon attended a signing and
meet-and-greet with fans at HMV
Oxford Street in London on
Tuesday. Brendon starred in ‘Kinky
Boots’ on Broadway last year, and
his time in the Big Apple and all of
the “incredible things” that he’s
done have inspired the songs,
including lead single ‘Say Amen’. He
said: “After being away in New
York for months doing ‘Kinky
Boots’, I just wanted to hang out at
home when I got back to LA.  “I
was so revved up that I asked some
friends to come over to my home
studio to help me write about all
the incredible things I’ve experi-
enced the last couple of years.
“‘Pray For The Wicked’ is my ‘thank
you’ to our fans and the most fun
I’ve ever had making album.” The
record release will be supported by
a tour, which will kick-off on July 11
in Minneapolis, before concluding
in the band’s hometown of Las
Vegas on August 18. 
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icki Minaj is among performers announced for the 2018 BET
Awards.  The ‘Barbie Tingz’ rapper, Janelle Monae, H.E.R, rap
trio Migos and British star Ella Mai are all set to take to the
stage at the star-studded bash, held at Los Angeles’ Microsoft

Theater on June 24. This year’s nominations were previously announced
with DJ Khaled leading the pack with six nods, while Kendrick Lamar fol-
lows closely behind with four. Hot on their heels are Migos and SZA, with
four each, while other notable nominees include Chadwick Boseman,
Michael B. Jordan, Cardi B, Bruno Mars, Jay-Z, BeyoncÈ and Drake. Last
year, the famous producer’s son, Asahd, stole the show in a turquoise cus-
tom-made Gucci suit after he made an appearance alongside his dad on
stage for a performance of his hit ‘I’m The One’.  Gushing about his little
boy, Khaled said: “Me and his mommy always keep him around greatness,
we always give him joy. We always give him happiness. We always give
him love ... “The way I was raised, my family brought me around what
they do, you know what I’m saying? And I’m bringing him out what me
and mommy do (SIC).” Jamie Foxx is set to host the annual ceremony for
the second time.  The ‘Beat Shazam’ presenter previously fronted the
awards show in 2009. Last year’s ceremony was fronted by
‘Ghostbusters’ actress Leslie Jones, while other previous presenters of
the awards - which honor musicians, actors, and athletes - have included
Chris Rock, Mo’Nique, Kevin Hart and Chris Tucker.
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Weller wants
Dame Shirley Bassey

for Bond song 
aul Weller wants Dame Shirley Bassey to sing
the Bond theme tune he co-wrote with Noel
Gallagher.  The former Jam star revealed last
year that he has penned “half a song” with the

ex-Oasis star, which would be a “great” fit for the spy
thriller franchise, and now he says they are serious in their
bid to land the gig for Daniel Craig’s final appearance as
007 next year. Weller told the Daily Star newspaper:
“We’re hoping to work on the next Bond, that’s the plan,
although no-one has asked us to do it.  “We’re just gonna
go for it.” The 60-year-old musician would like to get the
81-year-old Welsh music legend - who sung the themes
for ‘Goldfinger’, ‘Diamonds Are Forever’ and ‘Moonraker’
- to lay down her vocals on their track. He said: “We
might get Shirley Bassey to do it.”  Revealing his inten-
tions, Weller said previously: “I want to write a James
Bond theme tune. “I’ve got this half a song that me and
Noel Gallagher worked on and I think it would be great
for a Bond theme. There’s a bit of minor key going on.
That would be an ambition definitely.” Should they land
the gig, Noel’s songwriting credit would fulfil the 50-
year-old guitarist’s dream of taking on the coveted task,
which he first spoke about in 2015. He said at the time: “If
I was asked. It is too right. I’d record a Bond theme in a
heartbeat. But they usually want people who are famous
in America, don’t they? I’m only famous in Manchester.
And bits of south London.” And the ‘Wonderwall’ hitmak-
er said he would jump at the chance to record a theme for
the franchise, but only if he was asked to do so. He said:
“If I was asked to write a Bond song, yeah, sure. The thing
is, I’ve never had to chase anything. “With Oasis, starting
that band seemed impossible, and all my ambitions have
seemed possible, so I’m not remotely ambitious for any-
thing that is attainable. Now I’ve done a bit, I don’t really
care any more about achieving anything. I just want to
write the best songs I can.”
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eese Witherspoon has
called on Hollywood to
support more female
moviemakers. The 42-

year-old actress - who has been a
vocal supporter of the Time’s Up
movement - thinks it’s important
that the film industry becomes
more accessible to people with dif-
ferent perspectives and different
stories to tell. Speaking to Fast
Company, Reese explained: “You
feel like you can’t expect every
movie to be made by the same 20
men and feel like you’re getting
different stories.  “I mean, we talk
about the male gaze versus the
female gaze ... women tell stories in
different ways. What if we had that
kind of powerful storytelling from
other perspectives, that was just as
viable commercially, how can we
change the world? And I really
think we can.” In 2015, Reese
spoke of her determination to sup-
port more women from different
backgrounds as they pursue their
dream of working in the entertain-

ment industry. The Academy
Award-winning star - who owns a
production company called Hello
Sunshine - suggested that a lot of
the inequality issues are deep-
rooted in American society. She
explained: “I feel like it starts very
young. Women who are writers
and women who are directors are
not getting those critical intern-
ships when you are 18, 19, 20, 21. I
mean ... just looking around, I’m
standing on set looking for the
female interns, Latin American
interns. “When we were doing ‘Hot
Pursuit’ we had these Latin
American writers. I mean, it was so
hard to find a Latin American com-
edy writer. I’m calling everybody
who runs a TV show.  “We need to
develop the talent when they are
18, 19 years old and that responsi-
bility is on us, our companies, other
people in this audience that own
companies. Let’s find these young
women.”

atalie Dormer admits there is a “voyeuris-
tic element” to her new movie ‘In
Darkness’. The 36-year-old actress stars
as Sophia, a blind pianist, in the new

thriller film, and Natalie has admitted that making the
movie was a unique experience for her. She shared:
“It was such an interesting experience, not being able
to make eye contact with my co-stars. As an actor,
you realize how deeply you depend on locking eyes.
If you ever feel that you’re losing the truth of the
moment, that’s what you come back to.  “So, to not be
able to have that connection, we had to do some
rehearsals with some of the pivotal scenes.” Natalie’s
co-star Ed Skrein also found making the movie to be
a weird experience. But, on the other hand, he also
admitted that not being able to make eye contact
with his co-stars was “weirdly liberating”. Speaking
to Collider, the English actress explained: “Ed Skrein
said that he found that weird at the beginning, as well,
not being able to make eye contact, but that it was
then weirdly liberating because it allowed him to
study my face.  “There’s a voyeuristic element to it
that is very thriller. I relied heavily on Anthony
[Byrne, the director] for where my eye line should be,
and what was communicating with the camera and
what wasn’t. It was a technical minefield, in that
regard.”

ave Bautista has confirmed he will appear in the
fourth ‘Avengers’ movie. The 49-year-old actor
plays the part of Drax in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, and despite ‘Avengers: Infinity War’

ending on a cliffhanger, Dave has revealed he will star in
the sequel, as well as ‘Guardians Of The Galaxy Vol. 3’. He
shared: “I don’t know if I was supposed to, but I believe
that I’ve already said publicly that I am in both.” However,
Dave has insisted that, for the time being, he still doesn’t
know how or when Drax will return to the money-spinning
franchise. He told Den of Geek: “We don’t know. I don’t
even know. I haven’t read the script for either, and, you
know, I’ve talked to James [Gunn, ‘Guardians’
writer/director].” Despite this, Dave happily admitted he is
most excited about returning to the ‘Guardians’ franchise,
which has become one of Marvel’s biggest success stories.
The wrestler-turned-actor confessed: “I’m more excited
about ‘Guardians 3’, obviously. It’s just much nearer and
dearer to my heart.  “So I don’t ask to see the script and I
don’t want to know about it until he’s actually written it.
And then I want to read it and just say I love it, ‘cause it’s
always great.” Dave first played the part of Drax in the
original ‘Guardians’ movie in 2014, and has subsequently
reprised the role for ‘Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2’ and
‘Avengers: Infinity War’. — Bang Showbiz
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