
Journalist killed
in northern
Mexico, at least
5th of 2018
CIUDAD VICTORIA, Mexico: A Mexican
journalist was found beaten to death Tuesday
in the northern state of Tamaulipas, on the US
border, prosecutors said, at least the fifth
reporter murdered in the country this year.
Hector Gonzalez Antonio, a correspondent for
national daily Excelsior and local radio and
TV stations, was found bludgeoned to death
on a road in the state capital, Ciudad Victoria,
the state prosecutor’s office said in a state-
ment. “An investigation has been opened to
identify and locate those responsible for this
homicide,” it said.

Pictures from the crime scene showed the
journalist’s bloodied body, shirtless and miss-
ing a shoe, abandoned on a narrow dirt road
on the outskirts of Ciudad Victoria. Gonzalez,
40, had been kidnapped in a carjacking on
Monday, said watchdog group Reporters
Without Borders. A married father of two, he
covered politics and general news, including
stories on the wave of violence that has
engulfed Mexico in recent years - which has
hit particularly hard in Tamaulipas, the scene
of bloody turf wars between rival drug cartels.

Tamaulipas is “a black hole as far as the
freedom of the press, so it’s very likely he was
killed because of his work as a journalist,” said
Balbina Flores, head of Reporters Without
Borders in Mexico. Flores called for a full
investigation and government protection for
Gonzalez’s family. Racked by violent crime

linked to the multibillion-dollar narcotics
trade, Mexico posted a record number of
homicides last year: 25,339. That included at
least 11 murdered journalists, making the
country the deadliest in the world for the pro-
fession after Syria, according to Reporters
Without Borders.

Asking questions about powerful drug car-
tels or government corruption can be a deadly
job in Mexico. Including Gonzalez, at least five
journalists have been murdered so far this
year in the country in possible retaliation for
their work, and another is missing, according
to the rights group. More than 100 have been
murdered in the country since 2000.

‘Dangerous to publish here’ 
The vast majority of the cases have gone

unpunished - as do more than 90 percent of

violent crimes in Mexico. “When journalists
are murdered or threatened for doing their
jobs, freedom of expression is threatened,”
said Giancarlo Summa, director of the United
Nations Information Center in Mexico. “We
demand the authorities investigate what hap-
pened (to Gonzalez) immediately and arrest
those responsible. The impunity must end.”

A colleague and friend of Gonzalez, who
asked not to be named out of fear for his safe-
ty, said the late journalist’s death did not
appear to fit the profile of a typical drug car-
tel execution. “It’s strange that he was beaten
to death and not shot,” he said. He said
Gonzalez had not mentioned receiving threats,
but was “very careful about what he wrote
and said.” “It’s dangerous to publish or com-
ment on what happens here” in Tamaulipas,
Gonzalez’s friend said. — AFP 

Fast lava from 
Kilauea volcano 
closes highway 
HONOLULU: Fast-moving lava from Hawaii’s
Kilauea volcano forced officials to close part
of a highway on Tuesday, and they warned
that sharp, thin strands of volcanic glass fibers
carried by the wind could injure eyes and
lungs. As lava crossed Highway 132, officials
shut a stretch of road from Lava Tree State
Park to Four Corners and told residents who
had not evacuated to leave the area immedi-
ately. The lava flow destroyed a farm where
Kevin Hopkins and partners raise tropical fish
and the ornamental carp known as koi. “It just
came over and ate the farm, boiled the water
out of the ponds,” Hopkins said. 

Earlier on Tuesday, a small explosion of ash
erupted from the summit of the volcano in a
vertical plume some 4,600 m high, the US
Geological Survey said, the latest outburst in a
month of volcanic activity. The agency warned
that ash was drifting northwest and liable to
affect anyone in the summit area. Hundreds of
people have been ordered to leave the vicinity
of one of the world’s most active volcanoes in
its biggest eruption cycle in a century.

Kilauea entered its fourth week of what
may be an unprecedented, simultaneous
eruption at its summit crater and along a 10-
km string of fissures 40 km down its east
flank. Lava flows from multiple fissures have
blocked roads and damaged dozens of build-
ings on Hawaii’s Big Island. Lava has also
destroyed more than 400 electric poles and
other equipment, causing power outages, the

utility Hawaii Electric Light reported. It is
unclear how many homes and businesses
were without power. One fountain of lava
rose more than 60 m at times on Monday, the
Geological Survey said. 

Officials are on high alert for occasional
earthquakes, though most have been small.
Lava has engulfed the heads of two wells that
tap into steam and gas deep into the Earth at
the 38-megawatt Puna Geothermal Venture
electrical plant, which used to produce a
quarter of the Big Island’s electricity. Its
operator, Israeli-controlled Ormat
Technologies Inc, said it had not been able to
assess the damage.

So far no deaths have been blamed on the
eruption, though a man’s leg was shattered

when he was hit by a plate-size chunk of lava
rock. Residents fear the electrical plant’s deep
geothermal wells may be explosive. Officials
have said the power plant is safe but lava has
never engulfed a geothermal plant anywhere in
the world, creating a measure of uncertainty.

Contingency plans have been made for a
possible helicopter evacuation of up to 1,000
residents in a coastal area south of the fissures
should their last exit route, State Highway 130,
become blocked by lava or become unsafe
due to gaping cracks, County of Hawaii offi-
cials said. At least 82 homes have been
destroyed in the southeastern corner of Big
Island and about 2,000 people have been
ordered evacuated since Kilauea began
erupting on May 3. — Reuters 
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CHICAGO: Missouri Governor Eric
Greitens - once a rising Republican politi-
cal star - resigned Tuesday amid expand-
ing investigations of a sex scandal and
potential violations of campaign finance
laws. It was a stunning fall from grace for
the military veteran and Rhodes scholar
once rumored to be considering an eventu-
al run for the presidency. The Midwestern
US state’s legislature, controlled by the
governor’s own party, was in the midst of a
special session to consider whether
Greitens should be impeached, when the
governor announced his resignation
would be effective Friday evening.

“This ordeal has been designed to
cause an incredible amount of strain on
my family,” said the defiant governor,
who had repeatedly called the investiga-
tions against him a “witch hunt”, borrow-
ing a favorite phrase of President Donald
Trump. “I have not broken any laws or
committed any offense worthy of this
treatment,” he added at a brief news
conference, at one point clearly holding
back tears. 

Greitens’ troubles had mushroomed over
revelations of a 2015 extramarital affair and
charges, which he vehemently disputed, that
he attempted to blackmail his mistress into

silence with a compromising semi-nude
photo. The state legislature’s investigation
had expanded to probe potential campaign
finance violations, as questions swirled
about whether the governor’s campaign
illegally coordinated with a non-profit
organization to conceal the identity of
political donors.

The governor’s decision came after a
judge compelled Greitens to release infor-
mation about A New Missouri and any

communications or coordination between
the group and his own campaign fund,
according to the St Louis Post-Dispatch
newspaper. A former Greitens campaign
adviser also told a state House investigative
committee that the campaign had consid-

ered soliciting donations from foreign
nationals, according to the newspaper. 

‘No end in sight’ 
The former US Navy SEAL and non-

profit founder, who swept into power in the
2016 election, had alienated many in the
Midwestern state’s political establishment
by casting himself as an outsider and criti-
cizing lawmakers of both parties who dis-
agreed with him. The 44-year-old married

governor was hobbled when an extramar-
ital affair from two years ago became
public in January, including allegations
that he attempted to coerce his mistress
into silence. 

Greitens’ mistress, who has not been
publicly identified, claimed that he took a
photo of her partially nude, bound and
blindfolded, without her permission, and
threatened to release the photo if the
affair became public. An investigation by
a bipartisan state legislative committee
found the woman credible, and released a

report laying out her allegations in great
detail. While admitting to the extramarital
affair, Greitens insisted his failings were
personal and did not rise to the level of a
criminal offense. 

He claimed the allegations, and subse-

quent investigations, were the result of
entrenched forces wanting to cripple him
politically. Greitens repeated that claim
Tuesday.”It’s clear for the forces that

oppose us there’s no end in sight. I cannot
allow those forces to continue to cause pain
and difficulty to the people that I love,” the
governor said. — AFP 
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UNIVERSITY CITY, Missouri: In this photo taken on Feb 22, 2017, Missouri Governor
Eric Greitens addresses the crowd at Chesed Shel Emeth Cemetery. — AFP 

Probe urged
into Venezuela
‘crimes against
humanity’
WASHINGTON: A panel of independ-
ent international experts has found “rea-
sonable grounds” to refer Venezuela to
the International Criminal Court for
crimes against humanity, the
Organization of American States said
Tuesday. In a report, the experts identi-
fied more than 8,292 “extrajudicial exe-
cutions” since 2015, “often a result of
various security forces conducting
unlawful and violent home raids where
false confrontations are staged to ration-
alize the summary executions of, com-
monly, young men.”

The document identifies 11 men,
including President Nicolas Maduro and
Vice President Tareck El Aissami, as the
masterminds of the repression. “Maduro
could wind up in jail” said one of the
authors, legal scholar Santiago Canton of
Argentina. The experts’ recommenda-
tions include opening an investigation
into possible crimes against humanity
and submitting their report to the
International Criminal Court.

The panel “considers that there are
reasonable grounds... for considering that
acts to which the civilian population of
Venezuela was subjected to dating back

to at least February 12, 2014, constitute
crimes against humanity,” the report said.
The 400-page report also found 131
people were killed during the protests
against Maduro since 2014. “The tactics
used demonstrate a clear pattern of the
intent to kill, demonstrated by the loca-
tion of the death blow (vital areas of the
body, in particular, shots to the head and
neck), the use of modified and live muni-
tions, and the close range in which these
acts were perpetrated,” it noted.

In addition, the report said more than
12,000 Venezuelans have been arbitrarily
detained since the 2013 presidential elec-
tion, when Maduro was elected as presi-
dent to succeed Hugo Chavez. And more
than 1,300 people have been held as
political prisoners during that same peri-
od. OAS chief Luis Almagro, who is from
Uruguay and mandated the panel, is an
open critic of Maduro, and refers to
Venezuela as a “dictatorship”.

Maduro won 68 percent of the vote in
Venezuela’s May election that was boy-
cotted by the opposition and condemned
as illegitimate by much of the interna-
tional community. “The regime moved
forward with the fraudulent elections,
continues to act with impunity and the
people of Venezuela endure increasing
intimidation, fear, repression and assault,”
the report added. “The severity of the
tactics only increases. These tactics and
methods are to instill fear and intimidate
with torture used as punishment.” A
statement from Venezuela’s OAS mission
called the report a “grotesque media
farce”, and cast doubt on whether
Almagro has the authority to order such
a document and research. — AFP 

CIUDAD VICTORIA, Mexico: Handout picture shows the corpse of Mexican journalist Hector
Gonzalez Antonio, who was found beaten to death on Tuesday. — AFP 

PAHOA, Hawaii: A USGS scientist in the Lower East Rift Zone documents the fissure 7 lava
fountain on Tuesday. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkey will buy jets else-
where if the United States stops it
buying Lockheed Martin F-35s,
Ankara’s foreign minister was quoted
as saying amid tensions between the
allies over defense and the fate of a
jailed US pastor. NATO member
Turkey has caused unease in
Washington with its decision to buy S-
400 surface-to-air missiles from
Russia and drawn criticism over its
detention of a US Christian pastor,
Andrew Brunson, on terrorism charges.

A US Senate committee last week
passed its version of a $716 billion
defense policy bill, including a meas-
ure to prevent Turkey from buying
the Lockheed jets, citing Brunson and
the Russian missile deal. Turkey could
procure jets elsewhere, broadcaster
NTV cited Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu as telling reporters on his
return flight from a visit to Germany,
although it was unlikely that
Washington would be able to back
out of the deal.

“The pre-payments for this project
have been made. This is a compre-
hensive agreement. It’s not just pur-
chasing, but also joint production,”
NTV quoted Cavusoglu as saying.
Turkey has plans to buy more than
100 of the F-35 jets and last year the

Pentagon last year awarded
Lockheed $3.7 billion in an interim
payment for the production of 50 of
the aircraft earmarked for non-US
customers, including Ankara. Brunson
faces up to 35 years in prison on
charges of links to the network
Ankara blames for a 2016 coup
attempt. The pastor denied the
charges in a Turkish court this month.

Syria policy
Relations between Washington

and Ankara have been tested by sev-
eral recent developments, including
the sentencing this month of a former
Turkish state bank executive to 32
months in prison for taking part in an
Iran sanctions-busting scheme, a case
Turkey has called a political attack.
Differences over Syria policy and
Washington’s decision to move its
embassy in Israel to Jerusalem have
also angered Ankara. In particular,
Turkey has been outraged by US
support for the Syrian Kurdish YPG
militia - a group Turkey regards as a
terrorist organization. However,
Cavusoglu said separately yesterday
that an understanding had been
reached in Washington over Syria’s
northern Manbij area, where the mili-
tants would leave. — Reuters 
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