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Northern region projects to 
attract $400 bn investments

Minister denies raising housing payment

By Teresa Lesher

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Three sup-
plications will not be rejected (by Almighty
God), the supplication of the parent for his

child, the supplication of the one who is fasting, and
the supplication of the traveler. [At-Tirmidhi].
Because Ramadan is the month of fasting, it is one
of the best times to supplicate to our Creator for
whatever our hearts desire. Allah says in the Quran,
“When My servants ask you concerning Me, I am
indeed close: I respond to the dua of every suppli-
ant when they call on Me” (2:186).  

We should take care to ask our Creator for things
that are really important and valuable, not things
that may eventually lead us to wrongdoing. God has
given us some good suggestions of what to pray for,
such as the following ones taken from the Quran.  

(1) Our Lord! Grant us good in this world and
good in the life to come and keep us safe from the
torment of the Fire (2:201) 

(2) Our Lord! Bestow on us endurance and make
our foothold sure and give us help against those
who reject faith. (2:250) 

(3) Our Lord! Take us not to task if we forget or
fall into error. (2:286) 

(4) Our Lord! Lay not upon us such a burden as
You did lay upon those before us. (2:286) 

(5) Our Lord! Impose not on us that which we
have not the strength to bear, grant us forgiveness
and have mercy on us. You are our Protector. Help
us against those who deny the truth. (2:286) 

(6) Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate from the
truth after You have guided us, and bestow upon us
mercy from Your grace. Verily You are the Giver of
bounties without measure. (3:8) 

(7) Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and the lack
of moderation in our doings, and make firm our
steps and succor us against those who deny the
truth. (3:147) 

(8) Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and efface our
bad deeds and take our souls in the company of the
righteous. (3:193) 

(9) Our Lord! Place us not among the people
who have been guilty of evildoing. (7:47) 

(10) Our Lord! Pour out on us patience and con-
stancy, and make us die as those who have surren-
dered themselves unto You. (7:126) 
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Supplications 
for Ramadan

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Deputy Premier and Defense Minister
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said yester-
day that mega projects in the northern region - the Silk
City and Boubyan Island - are expected to attract as
much as $400 billion of international investments. The
minister told the National Assembly yesterday that all
the investments will be foreign and the government is
not expected to pay anything towards the projects.

The northern region, with an area of 1,800 square
kilometers, requires the presence of legislation to lure
the investments, adding that a law is currently under
consideration. Part of the mega projects necessary for
the region, like the Subbiya Causeway and Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Harbor, are already in final stages of completion.
The minister, who heads the higher environment council,
said that all new licenses for new factories in Shuaiba
industrial areas have been suspended until the environ-
mental damage to the area has been effectively assessed.

His comments came after several MPs raised envi-
ronmental concerns in the area which is home to scores
of industrial plants in addition to oil facilities, mainly
refineries. The debate took place during the discussion
of the 2018/2019 budgets and the final statement for
2016/2017 for eight government bodies and agencies
which included Kuwait News Agency, Small and medi-
um enterprises fund, Investment Promotion Authority,
Public Fire Department, Central Bank, Credit Bank,
Public Environment Authority and Public Private
Partnership Authority.  

During the debate, State Minister for Housing Jenan
Bushehri reiterated that there are no plans to increase
installments paid by citizens for their government hous-
es. She said the news are fabricated and were denied 
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KUWAIT: Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) Undersecretary Lt Gen Mahmoud Al-Doussary yesterday launched 100 new traffic cameras and 20 multimedia displays and
reviewed the new solar-powered mobile cameras. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ministry of Interior’s (MoI)
Undersecretary Lt Gen Mahmoud Al-Doussary yes-

terday visited the Traffic Department’s Operations
and Main Control Room, where he was received by
Acting Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs
Maj General Fahd Al-Showayye, Acting Relations and
Security Media Manager Brig Tawheed Al-Kandari
and top traffic officials. 

During the visit, Doussary launched 100 new
traffic cameras - to take the total number of cam-
eras around Kuwait to 179. Doussary also launched
20 multimedia displays and reviewed the new solar-
powered mobile cameras. Doussary was briefed
about the main control system and the efforts exert-

ed to develop it. He also launched the new e-driving
license service through which a user can pay fines
and renew the license by filling a form then taking it
to the nearest self-service machines, which will be
placed in various government facilities and shop-
ping malls. 

Manager of the Traffic Department’s Specialized
Training Center Col Salem Al-Ajmi said the e-license
services will be more secure and will include data in
various languages so that it can be used abroad, as it
matches ISO specifications and entitles the holder to
drive in all countries using this system. 

MoI launches new 
cameras, e-driving 
license machines

GAZA: A young relative of 23-year-old Palestinian Naji Ghonaim mourns during his funeral
in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. Ghonaim succumbed to his injuries after
he was shot by Israeli forces during protests and clashes on the Gaza border. — AFP 

UNITED NATIONS: Kuwait yesterday
circulated a watered-down draft UN
Security Council resolution on setting up
an international ‘protection mission’ for
the Palestinians in a bid to win European
support in a vote expected this week,
diplomats said. The council could hold a
vote, possibly today, on the draft resolu-
tion that is expected to face a US veto, the
diplomats said.

Still, Kuwait, a non-permanent council
member that represents Arab countries, is
hoping to win a high number of votes in
favor of its proposal to highlight

Washington’s isolation on the Israeli-
Palestinian issue. The revised draft drops
an outright demand for an international
protection mission and instead requests
that UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres present recommendations. The
new text “calls for the consideration of
measures to guarantee the safety and
protection of the Palestinian civilian popu-
lation” in the occupied Palestinian territo-
ries and the Gaza Strip, according to the
draft obtained by AFP.

It requests that Guterres present a
report within 60 days on proposals for the
protection of Palestinian civilians including
the establishment of an international mis-
sion.  France and Britain, two veto-wield-
ing council members, have complained
that the draft resolution lacked details on
the scope and objective of the proposed
protection mission, diplomats said. 
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DUBAI: Saudi Arabia’s Cabinet on Tuesday
approved a measure criminalizing sexual harass-
ment, the state news agency SPA reported, weeks
before a decades-old ban on women driving is set to
expire. The legislation, which awaits an expected
royal decree to become law, is the latest in a series
of reforms that Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman has initiated in a bid to modernize the
deeply conservative Muslim kingdom. 

Prince Mohammed is also trying to diversify the
Arab world’s largest economy away from oil exports
and open up Saudis’ cloistered lifestyles by easing
strict social rules and promoting entertainment. The
anti-harassment measure, which was approved on
Monday by the Shura Council advisory body, intro-
duces a jail sentence of up to five years and a
300,000 riyals ($80,000) fine. 

“(The legislation) aims at combating the crime of
harassment, preventing it, applying punishment
against perpetrators and protecting the victims in
order to safeguard the individual’s privacy, dignity
and personal freedom which are guaranteed by
Islamic law and regulations,” a statement from the
Shura Council said. Last year’s decision to end the
ban on women driving cars, set to take effect on
June 24, has been hailed as proof of a progressive
trend in the kingdom.— Reuters 

Saudi ‘criminalizes’ 
sexual harassment

KIEV: Ukraine admitted yesterday it had staged the
murder of anti-Kremlin journalist Arkady Babchenko in
order to foil an attempt on his life by Russia, a stunning
development in a case that had already provoked an
outpouring of grief and a diplomatic spat. Reporters
gasped and applauded as Babchenko appeared alive
and well at a press conference in Kiev, less than 24
hours after authorities said he had died from three gun-
shots to the back in the stairwell of his apartment build-
ing in a contract-style killing.

The head of Ukraine’s security service Vasyl Grytsak
said at the press conference that the assassination was
faked as part of a “special operation” to pre-empt a
real plot to kill him. “Thanks to this operation we were
able to foil a cynical plot and document how the
Russian security service was planning for this crime,”
Grytsak said.  He announced that the authorities had
arrested the alleged mastermind of the plot, saying a
Ukrainian citizen named only by the initial G. had
offered to pay a hitman $30,0000 to carry out the
killing after being recruited by Russian special forces.

Grytsak also thanked Babchenko and his family, who
he said were in the loop about the secret operation. The
reporter, however, apologized to his wife for putting
her through “this hell she had to live through for three
days...but there was no other option”.  News of the

“death” of the prominent Russian war correspondent
and former soldier set off a series of recriminations
between Kiev and Moscow, and pictures and flowers
were laid by mourners at the Russian embassy in Kiev.
Ukrainian officials led by Prime Minister Volodymyr
Groysman accused Russia of being behind the killing of
the Kremlin critic, a charge that Moscow batted back.

After the truth of the reported assassination came to
light, Russian foreign ministry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said it was “great news” that Babchenko was
alive. But on Twitter she slammed the “propagandistic
effect” of the set-up. Reporters Without Borders con-
demned the faked death as a “pathetic stunt”. 
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‘Dead’ Kremlin 
critic turns up 
alive on TV 

KIEV: Russian anti-Kremlin journalist Arkady Babchenko
reacts during a press conference at Ukrainian Security
Service in Kiev yesterday. — AFP 


