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Warner, Bancroft sign up for
Northern Territory event
MELBOURNE: Australia batsmen David Warner and Cameron
Bancroft have signed up for a l imited-overs tournament in
Northern Territory in July as they look to return to cricket in the
wake of the ball-tampering scandal which saw them banned from
the national team.

Former Australia vice-captain Warner was confirmed for two one-
day matches on July 21-22, while Bancroft would be available for the
whole tournament, NT Cricket said. The pair will be covering their
own costs to play, NT Cricket CEO Joel Morrison told local media.

“There’s no payment to any players in our competition. These two
players are coming up here, looking after their own flights and accom-
modation,” NT Cricket chief executive Joel Morrison told Australian
Associated Press.

“We don’t lose sight of the fact that they’re up here because of the
events in Cape Town. “They made a big error in judgment and ulti-
mately paid the price. They’ve also demonstrated a willingness to learn
from their mistakes and move forward.

“We’re more than happy to support them on that journey. It’s great
they can start it now, as opposed to waiting for summer.” Along with
former Australia captain Steve Smith, Warner is serving a year-long
ban, while his former test opening partner Bancroft is serving nine
months for his part in the Cape Town scandal in March, which sullied
the national team’s reputation and caused a major sponsor to with-
draw support.

The bans issued by Cricket Australia preclude the trio from playing
at international and state levels, along with the domestic ‘Big Bash’
Twenty20 tournament, but they are allowed to play in local third-tier
club competitions and T20 tournaments overseas.

“I’m really looking forward to playing in the Strike League in July,”
Warner said in the statement. “I heard so much about the competition
while I was in Darwin earlier this month that I’m keen to be part of it.”

Smith confirmed last week that he would return to cricket at a
Twenty20 competition in Canada, which starts in late June. Warner,
who has already committed to playing for Sydney club side Randwick
Petersham at the start of their season, is also expected to sign as a
marquee player in the Canada tournament. Bancroft is confirmed to
play with his Western Australian club side Willetton later in the year.

Tim Paine will lead Australia during their limited overs tour in
England starting next month, their first international cricket since the
ill-fated South Africa tour. — Reuters

NEW YORK: Justin Verlander pitched effectively into
the seventh inning, and Jose Altuve homered as the
Houston Astros beat the New York Yankees 5-1 on
Monday afternoon at Yankee Stadium. Verlander (7-2)
gave up a seventh-inning homer to Greg Bird among five
hits in 6 2/3 innings. It was the first home run he surren-
dered since the Los Angeles Angels’ Albert Pujols took
him deep on April 25. Verlander improved to 12-2 in 17
regular-season starts since being acquired from the
Detroit Tigers on Aug. 31. Including Games 2 and 6 of the
ALCS last season, he is 3-0 in four starts against the
Yankees with Houston. After being taken out, Verlander
tipped his cap to the booing Bronx crowd as he crossed
the third base line.

BRAVES 4, METS 3 (GAME 1)
Pinch hitter Charlie Culberson, the team’s last avail-

able position player, hit a two-run, walk-off homer to
give Atlanta a win over visiting New York in the first
game of a doubleheader. Culberson blasted a slider from
New York’s Seth Lugo (1-1) into the left-center-field
bleachers for his first homer.
Lugo allowed three runs on
three hits in 1 1/3 innings in
relief. He had a 17-inning
scoreless streak end in the
eighth and took his first career
loss against Atlanta. Devin
Mesoraco put the Mets ahead
in the top of the ninth with a
solo homer, his sixth, but Lugo
couldn’t hold the lead. He
walked Johan Camargo to
start the inning, retired Dansby Swanson on a fly to right
and gave up the homer to Culberson.

METS 8, BRAVES 5 (GAME 2)
Luis Guillorme’s two-run single in the seventh inning

sparked a three-run rally and helped New York split the
doubleheader at Atlanta. The second game was delayed 2
hours, 57 minutes because of rain and did not start until
10:10 p.m. ET. The nightcap result snapped New York’s
four-game losing streak and gave the Mets their second
win against the Braves in eight meetings. Kevin Plawecki
and Michael Conforto each had three hits for the Mets,
and Adrian Gonzalez, Amed Rosario (three RBIs) and
Guillorme had two hits apiece.  Kurt Suzuki and Freddie
Freeman both drove in two runs for the Braves.

RAYS 1, ATHLETICS 0 (13 INNINGS)
Mallex Smith drove in the only run of the game with a

two-out single in the top of the 13th inning, giving Tampa
Bay a victory at Oakland. In a game that began as a
scoreless pitching duel between Tampa Bay’s Chris
Archer and Oakland’s Trevor Cahill, the Rays managed to
push across the difference-making run after Chris
Hatcher (3-2) retired the first two batters he faced in the
13th. Johnny Field started the game-winning rally with an
infield single, after which Jesus Sucre lined a single to
center field, setting the stage for Smith’s heroics.

INDIANS 9, WHITE SOX 6
Edwin Encarnacion went 2-for-4 with a homer, a dou-

ble and four RBIs, and Cleveland rallied for a win over
visiting Chicago. Yonder Alonso added two doubles and
an RBI as the Indians scored eight unanswered runs to
erase a 5-1 deficit. Francisco Lindor finished 3-for-4 with
an RBI as Cleveland won its third game in a row. White
Sox first baseman Matt Skole shined in his big league
debut. He ripped a single to right field on the first pitch
he saw, and he homered to right field in his second at-
bat. Earlier in the day, Chicago promoted the 28-year-
old from Triple-A Charlotte to replace Matt Davidson,
who was placed on the 10-day disabled list with back
spasms.

MARINERS 2, RANGERS 1
Marco Gonzales didn’t allow an earned run for his

third straight start as host Seattle defeated Texas. The
Mariners won their fourth straight game and for the ninth
time in their past 10. Gonzales (5-3) allowed one
unearned run on four hits in 6 2/3 innings. He walked

four and struck out four. Edwin
Diaz got his major-league-
leading 19th save of the season
as the Mariners’ bullpen-which
has allowed just one run over
the past nine games-kept the
Rangers off the board in the
final 2 1/3 innings.

BREWERS 8, CARDINALS 3
Brent Suter allowed three

runs over five innings and
helped himself with a two-run double as Milwaukee
broke open a close game late and rolled to a win over
visiting St. Louis. The Brewers won for the fourth straight
game while St Louis had a two-game win streak
snapped. Jonathan Villar ripped a three-run, two-out
home run in the seventh to help secure the win for Suter
(5-3), who surrendered five hits (two of them home runs)
and no walks while striking out six.

RED SOX 8, BLUE JAYS 3
Andrew Benintendi hit a three-run homer and finished

with four RBIs, J.D. Martinez added a solo blast and two
RBIs, and Boston routed visiting Toronto. Two days after
finishing a double shy of the cycle, Benintendi (3-for-5)
did so again after his third-inning single, fourth-inning
homer and sixth-inning RBI triple. Benintendi has four
homers and 13 RBIs in his past eight games. Martinez
matched teammate Mookie Betts for second place in the
majors with 17 homers-one behind Mike Trout of the
Angels-while tying Baltimore’s Manny Machado for the
majors’ lead in RBIs (44).

CUBS 7, PIRATES 0
Anthony Rizzo and Addison Russell hit homers, and

spot starter Mike Montgomery pitched 5 2/3 shutout
innings as visiting Chicago trounced Pittsburgh.
Montgomery (1-1) combined with four relievers, who

were perfect, for the shutout. Rizzo had three hits and
three RBIs for Chicago, which has won two in a row and
three of its last four. The Pirates, who had just two
baserunners and none in scoring position, have lost three
straight and eight of 10.

DIAMONDBACKS 12, REDS 5
Nick Ahmed, Chris Owings and John Ryan Murphy

homered, and Arizona broke out of an offensive funk
with a victory over Cincinnati in Phoenix. Ahmed and
Owings helped the D-backs to their season high in runs
by each hitting three-run homers, and Owings’ shot with
two outs in the fifth inning gave the team a 9-5 lead.
Owings broke a 4-for-51 skid with his third homer of the
season. Ahmed had two hits and four RBIs and Owings
had three RBIs and scored three times as Arizona won
for just the third time in 18 games while returning home
after an 1-8 road trip.

NATIONALS 6, ORIOLES 0
Anthony Rendon hit an early three-run homer and

Gio Gonzalez threw 7 2/3 shutout innings as Washington
won at Baltimore. The Nationals have won four straight
games and six of their past seven. Washington swept the
Marlins in a three-game series over the weekend in
Miami. The Orioles have dropped their last three games

as the team’s offense just can’t seem to get going on a
consistent basis. They could not do much against
Gonzalez (6-2). The left-hander beat Baltimore for the
first time since 2009 when pitching with Oakland-he’d
lost his last six decisions against the Orioles.

TIGERS 9, ANGELS 3
James McCann crushed his third career grand slam,

and Detroit romped past visiting Los Angeles. McCann,
who hit his fourth homer this season, scored two runs.
Leonys Martin also homered for the Tigers, who have
won four of the last five games after a five-game losing
streak. Everyone in the Detroit lineup got at least one hit.
Matthew Boyd (3-4) gave up just two hits while tossing
five-plus scoreless innings for Detroit. He walked three
and struck out four.

MARLINS 7, PADRES 2
Caleb Smith allowed one run on four hits over seven-

plus innings while his teammates jumped San Diego
starter Eric Lauer for five runs in the first 14 hitters in a
victory for visiting Miami. Smith (4-5) issued one walk
and struck out four. Lauer (1-3) was done after 2 1/3
innings, giving up five runs on seven hits and two walks
with three strikeouts. Nine of the 15 batters Lauer faced
reached base.  — Reuters

Justin Verlander gets the best of
the New York Yankees again

Culberson hit two-run walk-off homer to give Atlanta a win 

NEW YORK: Carlos Correa #1 and George Springer #4 of the Houston Astros celebrate the win over the
New York Yankees at Yankee Stadium on Monday in the Bronx borough of New York City. MLB players
across the league are wearing special uniforms to commemorate Memorial Day. The Houston Astros
defeated the New York Yankees 5-1. — AFP
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MUMBAI:  The untimely retirement
of “irreplaceable” AB de Villiers is a
big loss for South Africa and the team
must prepare for the challenging
transition they face in the next couple
of years, former captain Graeme
Smith has told Reuters.

The South African batting talisman
announced his retirement from all
forms of international cricket last
week after a glittering career span-
ning close to 14 years. The 34-year-
old’s audacious batting style and
breathtaking fielding has made him
one of the sport’s leading lights and
there is barely a dull moment for the
spectators when De Villiers is on the
cricket field.

“I think AB’s thought about it a
lot,” Smith, who himself made a
shocking retirement at the age of 33
four years back, said in an interview.
“I thought definitely he would retire
after the 2019 World Cup. But when
he made his comeback and did so
well in the home summer in South
Africa, had a really good IPL (Indian
Premier League), I didn’t even think
about it.”

De Villiers retired with a test aver-
age of 50.66 and as the fourth-high-
est scorer for South Africa with 8,765
runs. In ODI cricket, he holds the
records for the fastest 50 (16 balls),
100 (31 balls) and 150 (64 balls) with
those innings exhibiting his 360-
degree batting ability, much to the
amusement of the fans.

“Ultimately people will be very
disappointed because they are going
to miss him, just because he was that
brilliant. They wanted to see him play
more,” Smith said at the sidelines of
the Ceat Cricket Rating awards. 

“But the guy has played interna-
tional cricket for around 15 years...

More than anything he has the right
to decide when he’s had enough. He
will have his own reasons for that,
you got to respect that.” Left-hand-
ed opener Smith was a veteran of
117 tests, 109 of those as captain,
and is the world record holder for
the most test wins as skipper of a
five-day team with 53. He remains
the most capped test captain in the
history of the game and was handed
the reins of the South African side at
the age of 22.

CRICKET’S CHALLENGE
Smith does not expect De Villiers

to make himself available to play in
different Twenty20 leagues across
the globe but hoped the batsman will
continue entertaining fans for at least
a couple of years more.

“It’s a challenge international
cricket really does face,” Smith said.
“The way world cricket is at the
moment, the International Cricket
Council and administrators have to be
really at the top of their game in
terms of player workloads, creating
context in our cricket.

“There are not many players who
have played for 14-15 years that can
travel nine, 10, 11 months a year, deal
with the pressures, plus the family
pressures, it’s very, very difficult.”
Smith said De Villiers’ retirement
robbed South Africa of more than just
a batting mainstay.

“To lose a player like AB, he’s irre-
placeable,” Smith said.  “There are
also quality players there but it’s like
taking Virat Kohli (India captain) out
of the Indian team. “Everyone will say
it’s a big loss. More than anything the
South African team loses a X-factor
player, who can single-handedly win
you a game.”  — Reuters

S Africa must prepare for
tricky transition: Smith

Khan leads
Afghan attack 
in historic
India Test
KABUL: Teen sensation Rashid Khan will
lead a heavyweight spin attack for
Afghanistan in the country’s first-ever Test
against India next month, the Afghan cricket
board announced yesterday.  Khan and fellow
spinners Mujeeb ur Rahman, Zahir Khan and
Hamza Hotak were named in a 16-strong

squad for the historic one-off Test in
Bangalore starting June 14.

The 19-year-old Khan was a star per-
former in the Indian Premier League with 21
wickets for Sunrisers Hyderabad, who lost in
Sunday’s final to Chennai Super Kings.
Rahman, 17, also impressed in the cash-rich
league with 14 scalps for Kings XI Punjab.

Asghar Stanikzai will captain the Test
debutants in the five-day game which will be
preceded by three Twenty20 internationals
against Bangladesh.  The T20 games will be
played in the northern Indian city of
Dehradun on June 3, 5 and 7.

Afghanistan have had their training base in
India since 2015, and were given Test status
last year with Ireland, who lost their first five-
day match to Pakistan earlier this month.
Afghanistan will be underdogs in the Test

against India, but they will start as favourites
against Bangladesh in the T20 clashes.

Test squad: Asghar Stanikzai (capt),
Mohammad Shahzad, Javed Ahmadi,
Ihsanullah Jannat, Rahmat Shah, Nasir Jamal,
Hashmatullah Shahidi, Afsar Zazai,
Mohammad Nabi, Rashid Khan, Zahir Khan,
Hamza Hotak, Syed Ahmad Sherzad, Yamin
Ahmadzai, Wafadar Momand, Mujeeb ur
Rahman Squad for Bangladesh T20s:

Asghar Stanikzai (capt), Mohammad
Shahzad, Najeebul lah Tarakai , Usman
Ghani , Naj ibul lah Zadran, Samiul lah
Shinwari , Shafiqul lah Shafaq, Darwish
Rasooli, Mohammad Nabi, Gulbadin Naib,
Karim Jannat, Rashid Khan, Sharafuddin
Ashraf , Mujeeb ur Rahman, Shapoor
Zadran, Aftab Alam. — AFP


