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LIEGE: Police stand outside the Athenee Leonie de Waha school, where a gunman took a woman hostage during a
deadly shooting in the eastern Belgian city of Liege, yesterday. — AFP

ASHKELON: Israeli military launch a missile from the Iron Dome air defense system, designed to intercept and destroy incoming
short-range rockets and artillery shells, from a position in the southern Israeli city of Ashkelon. Israel’s military struck more than 30
‘military targets’ in the Gaza Strip yesterday in response to a barrage of rocket and mortar fire from the Gaza strip. — AFP 
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Few days ago, the United Arab Emirates announced
plans to allow 100 percent ownership and visa incentives
to foreigners, in a bid to attract investors to boost its slow-
ing national economy. The decision, taken by the UAE
cabinet, aims to lure “international investments and excep-
tional talent”, according to Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Rashed Al-Maktoum. The new measures come amid
signs of an economic slowdown in the oil-rich

Gulf state is on the back of lower oil prices, with
reports showing the vital real estate and tourism sectors
of Dubai struggling. The decision will allow foreign
investors 100 percent ownership of companies, coupled

with 10-year residence permits for them and their families,
according to a cabinet statement cited by WAM news
agency. The measures will come into force by the end of
2018, the statement said. The UAE leads all Arab countries
in terms of foreign direct investment, attracting $11 billion
last year-a jump of 22 percent on 2016 - according to the
International Institute of Finance.

Although it is the most diversified and open economy
in the Middle East, foreigners can only own up to 49 per-
cent of companies unless they are established in special
free trade zones. The new measures also grant 10-year
long residence permits to professionals in the medicine,
science, research and technical fields. Like other energy-
rich Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, foreigners
working in the UAE must have their residence permits
made by a national sponsor known as kafeel. The
International Monetary Fund earlier projected that UAE
economic growth would fall from 3.0 percent in 2016 to
1.3 percent in 2017. —  Agencies 
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Jesus the son of the virgin Mary is mentioned 183
times in the Quran in verses that present his story from
conception to Resurrection, when he will be asked by
God, “Did you say unto men, ‘Worship me and my
mother as two gods besides Allah?’  He will reply,
‘Exalted are You! It was not for me to say that to which
I have no right.... I said not to them except what You
commanded me - to worship Allah, my Lord and your
Lord.’” (5:116-117). Details of his birth, message to the
Children of Israel, and ascension to God correct mis-
conceptions that have been passed on for generations.
Other prophets mentioned in association with Jesus are
his uncle Zachariah and his cousin John.

Finally, Muhammad (PBUH) is described in the
Quran as “the Messenger of Allah and the seal of the

prophets” (33:40). Although he is mentioned only four
times by name, his story is understood by the many
verses that are addressed to him, directing him in the
many situations that unfolded in his lifetime. From these
verses, we follow events that have shaped the Muslim
community ever since. But his message was not only for
his community in Mecca and Medina.  The Quran says,
“And We have sent thee not but as a mercy for all peo-
ples” (21:108). If you would like to meet the elite of
mankind - the prophets of God mentioned by Him - just
pick up a translation of the Quran.  You will be in the
best of company.

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is to
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educa-
tional services that promote a positive and productive
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra-
and interfaith interactions that promote social solidari-
ty. For more information, please call 25231015/6 or e-
mail: info@tiescenter.net. 

Stories of prophets...

Continued from Page 1

“The event is classed as a terrorist incident,” Dulieu
said. The national crisis centre, on high alert since past
attacks by Islamic State in Paris and Brussels in the past
three years, said it was monitoring events but had not
raised its alert level.

La Libre Belgique newspaper quoted a police
source as saying the gunman shouted “Allahu Akbar”-
God is greatest in Arabic. Prime Minister Charles
Michel, expressing his condolences to the families of

the victims, said it was too early to say what had
caused the incident. King Philippe visited Liege, the
biggest city in Belgium’s French-speaking Wallonia
region. An industrial powerhouse on the Meuse river, it
was the scene of a mass shooting in 2011, when a man
killed four people and wounded over 100 others before
turning his gun on himself.

A Brussels-based Islamic State cell was involved in
attacks on Paris in 2015 that killed 130 people and on
Brussels in 2016 in which 32 died. The Brussels IS cell had
links to militants in Verviers, another industrial town close
to Liege, where in early 2015 police raided a safe house
and killed two men who had returned from fighting with
radical Islamists in Syria. European authorities are deeply
concerned about the risks of petty criminals, including
those not from Muslim backgrounds, being inspired to
Islamist violence while incarcerated. — Reuters

Terror attack 
leaves 4 dead...

RIYADH: Nouf Al-Anzy’s new life shows how Saudi
Arabia’s social reforms are helping its struggling economy.
Six months ago she got her first job, one of tens of thou-
sands of women to do so as the government tackles preju-
dice against female employment. The 22-year-old high
school graduate earns 4,000 riyals ($1,067) a month as a
supermarket cashier in central Riyadh. Her family initially
objected but now approves, and the income from the job
has been transformative.

“I have good money every month and I am not married
and have no obligations. I can go to the cinemas, go shop-
ping, dine out, and take computer and English courses to
improve myself,” she said. “I also plan to buy a car to
drive.” Consumer spending by newly employed women
like Al-Anzy is helping to offset a huge drag on growth
from measures to bolster state finances and an exodus of
foreign workers. The extent to which the economy can
pick up over the next two years after shrinking last year
for the first time since 2009 may depend largely on how
much female empowerment and other social reforms can
contribute.

Two years after it launched an economic reform pro-
gram to cut reliance on oil exports, Saudi Arabia has little
to show for it. Plans to spur private investment in new
non-oil industries, from shipbuilding to robotics, have
barely got off the ground, partly because of red tape and
legal uncertainties. Bank loans to private firms have shrunk
from a year earlier for 13 straight months, dampened by
taxes and fees levied to cut the state budget deficit. 

Growth in private business activity is the slowest since
August 2009, a corporate survey shows. But social
reforms introduced by Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman alongside the economic steps are underway, and
for the next few years at least, they may have more of a
positive impact on business than Riyadh’s ambitious
investment plans.

Mixed picture
Many of the measures have business implications. Plans

for tourist visas will boost the leisure sector, curbs on the
power of the religious police may help restaurants by
enabling the sexes to mingle over meals out and the econ-
omy could also benefit from education and court reform.
Muhammad Alagil, chairman of Jarir Marketing, a top
retailing chain, told Reuters rising female employment was
one reason for a 13.4 percent increase in his company’s
sales last year despite the tough economic times.

“Women entering the workforce is really a strong tail-
wind for the economy,” he said, noting that a typical Saudi
family could more than double its income if the wife and
some of her unmarried daughters chose to work.
Measuring the impact on the wider economy is not easy:
plans to lift a ban on women driving, which the govern-

ment says will happen in late June, are a case in point. In
the long run, allowing women to drive will spur industries
such as auto parts, auto insurance and by improving the
mobility of families, even housing, Alagil predicted. Over
the shorter term, the lifting of the ban on women driving
may put tens of thousands of foreign chauffeurs out of
work, accelerating a drop in immigrant workers which has
hurt the economy.

Changing demographics
Last month, a ban on cinemas was lifted, part of a cam-

paign to alter conservative social customs and encourage
Saudis who sought entertainment abroad to spend on it at
home. Multi-billion dollar, state-invested projects, such as
a theme park area near Riyadh and a vast complex of
resorts on the Red Sea, will take years to develop and
have uncertain commercial prospects. But a state-backed
firm is also creating the infrastructure for entertainment
districts in over a dozen Saudi cities, to house smaller pri-
vate businesses that could be established quickly.

These may include scores of cinema screens, venues
for public performances, restaurants and retail space,
becoming new centers for economic activity in metropoli-
tan areas. Mazen Al-Sudairi, head of research at Al Rajhi
Capital, estimated spending on entertainment-recreation,
culture, restaurants and hotels-at 8 percent of household
spending.  That equates to $20 billion a year, a sign of its
potential. Weighing against any increased revenue from
entertainment is the departure of many foreign workers
due to the economic slump, rising fees for work permits
and government orders to businesses not to employ them.

The number of foreigners employed in Saudi Arabia
shrank by over 466,000 from a year earlier to 10.42 mil-
lion in 2017; more than half of that decline occurred in the
fourth quarter. Meanwhile, the number of Saudis at work
grew by about 102,000 to 3.16 million last year; about
two-thirds of the rise occurred among women, who added
64,000 jobs to 1.08 million. Employers complain it is often
hard, and more expensive, to find trained Saudis who can
substitute for departing foreign workers, even in areas
such as the restaurant trade. 

Customary gender segregation in most workplaces still
limits the ways in which women can be employed, and the
government has not committed itself to ending the prac-
tice, though it promises “relaxed social norms” in some of
its new economic zones. Nevertheless, state resources are
being ploughed into getting women to work, including a
9,000 riyal per year child care grant and an 800 riyal per
month transport allowance.

Khalid Alkhudair, managing director of Glowork, a
women’s recruitment agency in Riyadh, said the formal
listing of female employment as an objective of the gov-
ernment’s social reforms meant companies could no
longer ignore it. “Now every major company is being
incentivized to consider the issue and make a plan.
Organizations have a path laid out for them.”
Demographics are in favor of the trend, he added. The
female participation rate in the economy is now about 19
percent; doubling that ratio would put a million more
women to work, while still leaving Saudi Arabia well
below rates of about 55 percent seen in many Western
nations. —  Reuters 

Saudi Arabia’s social 
reforms helping its 
struggling economy

GAZA: Israel carried out strikes against militant
bases in the Gaza Strip yesterday after a barrage
of mortar fire from the Palestinian enclave further
boosted tensions following weeks of deadly unrest.
Separately yesterday morning, Palestinians
launched boats from Gaza to protest Israel’s
blockade of the strip in what they said would be a
peaceful demonstration. There were conflicting
statements about whether the boats would seek to
break Israel’s blockade, which currently allows
them to travel nine nautical miles off the coast. The
earlier firing of some 28 mortar shells toward Israel
caused no injuries, with most intercepted by air
defense systems, but Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu vowed a forceful response.

One mortar shell exploded near a kindergarten
building, a military spokesman said, causing dam-
age to the structure. It was the largest projectile
barrage from Gaza targeting Israel since a 2014
war, according to Israel’s Shin Bet internal security
service. “Israel takes a grave view of the attacks on
it and its communities by Hamas and Islamic Jihad
from the Gaza Strip,” Netanyahu said. “The IDF
will respond to these attacks powerfully,” he added
during a conference in northern Israel, referring to
the Israel Defense Forces.

Shortly after Netanyahu spoke, Israel’s military
began carrying out strikes in Gaza. At least one
base belonging to Hamas and four for Islamic
Jihad, an allied group, were struck, Gazan security
sources said. There were no immediate reports of
injuries. Israel’s military said it was “currently oper-
ating in the Gaza Strip. The explosions heard are
related to this activity. Details to follow.” It did not
confirm whether the response was air strikes, other
means such as tank or missile fire or a combination.
Gazan sources spoke of air strikes.

A Hamas spokesman confirmed only that “resis-
tance” bases were being hit. There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility for the mortars, but
there was speculation they were fired by Islamic
Jihad in revenge for a recent incident that left three
of its members dead. Hamas, the Islamist move-
ment that runs the Gaza Strip, said in a statement

“what the resistance carried out this morning
comes within the framework of the natural right to
defend our people”. “The Israeli occupation bears
full responsibility for any upcoming escalation.”

Yesterday’s incidents came after weeks of
deadly demonstrations and clashes along the
Gaza-Israel border, beginning on March 30. The
protests have called for Palestinians who fled or
were expelled in the 1948 war surrounding Israel’s
creation to be allowed to return to their former
homes now inside Israel. They peaked on May 14,
when at least 61 Palestinians were killed as tens of
thousands of Gazans protested and clashes erupt-
ed on the same day of the US transfer of its
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.
Demonstrations and clashes have continued at a
low level since then. 

At least 121 Palestinians have been killed by
Israeli fire in the unrest.

Israel says its actions are necessary to defend
its borders and accuses Hamas of encouraging
thousands of Palestinians to break through the
border and attack Israelis. It has fought three
wars with Hamas since 2008. But Israel has faced
international criticism and calls for an independ-
ent investigation over its use of live fire during the
protests and clashes along the border. No Israelis
have been killed and only one soldier has been
reported lightly wounded. It was not clear how
Israel planned to respond to the boat protest
from Gaza. It had not responded to a request for
comment.

One main boat carrying around 20 people
accompanied by a group of smaller ones departed
from the fishermen’s port in Gaza City. “We are
sending a clear message to Israel and the rest of
the world that the siege must be lifted,” one of the
organizers, Issam Hamad, said before the boats
launched. “Gazans are fed up with the lives they
live. This is an absolutely peaceful action. It is not
against Israel.” The Gaza Strip has been under
Israeli blockade for more than a decade, with Israel
saying it is necessary to prevent Hamas from
obtaining means to attack— AFP 

Tensions soar as Israel 
hits Gaza militant bases 
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The decision was taken by the Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh but has not yet been
implemented. The Assembly also approved after a brief
debate a request by several MPs to ask the Audit Bureau
to investigate the Cabinet accounts to ensure that funds
given to needy citizens were offered in line with the law.
The request was submitted last week after a video posted
on social media showed MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl saying the
government was going to pay MPs before the summer.

Later, the lawmaker explained that this was in connection

with some MPs helping needy citizens to obtain cash assis-
tance from the government, insisting the payments were not
made through MPs but directly to beneficiaries. State
Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh said the govern-
ment has no objection and is ready to cooperate with the
Audit Bureau. MP Fadhl said he has been the target of a
propaganda campaign on social media because of the issue
and criticized some lawmakers for taking part in the attack. 

He said he has asked the Anti-Corruption Authority to
investigate his financial status in connection with the issue.
The Assembly then approved the 2018/2019 budgets for
eight state agencies following a brief debate. The agencies
are: Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development, the
Agricultural Authority, Kuwait Municipality, the Minors
Authority, Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, Kuwait
University, Capital Markets Authority and Public
Manpower Authority. 

MPs object decision
on Kuwaitis in...


